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Reception
Writing skills
(Transcription -
spelling &

handwriting)
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Correctly identify and begin to write
the initial sounds in words

Holds pencil effectively and begins
to form recognisable letters

Small Steps:

Holds a pencil confidently with a tripod

or modified tripod grasps

Mark makes with purpose and
defining lines

Draws images that are easily
identified

Writes their name with the correct
formation.

Writes initial and final sounds in
words.

Understands that writing is a process
from left to right.

Pedagogical approaches used at NET:

Children use phonic knowledge to
write words which match their
spoken language

Write some common irregular
words

Small Steps:

Writes recognisable letters, most of
which are formed correctly.

Attempts to write words using Group A
and B.

Begins to use finger spaces to divide
words.

Writes simple phrases with scaffolded
support.

Children begin to show accuracy
and care when drawing (PD, FMS
ELG)

Hold a pencil in preparation for
fluent writing — using a tripod grip in
almost all cases (PD, FMS ELG)

Write recognisable letters most of
which are correctly formed (Lit,
Writing ELG)

Spell words by identifying sounds
and representing sounds with a
letter or letters (Lit, Writing ELG)

Write simple phrases and
sentences that can be read by
others (Lit, Writing ELG)

Small Steps:
Begins to write using capital letters
and full stops correctly.
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* Read Write Inc (SSP)

* Talk for Writing

* Visual Coding



