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NEWSLETTER - FEBRUARY 2025

ABBOTSWELD
PRIMARY ACADEMY

Dear Parents and Carers,

At Abbotsweld Primary Academy, we are committed to ensuring that every child receives the best possible education.
One of the key factors in your child’s success is regular and punctual attendance at school. Every day in school is a
day filled with learning, progress, and valuable social experiences that cannot be replaced.

Research shows that good attendance is directly linked to higher achievement. Children who attend school regularly:
Make better progress in their learning and build strong foundations for future success.

Develop important friendships and social skills that help them grow in confidence.

Form positive routines that prepare them for secondary school and beyond.

Take advantage of every learning opportunity without falling behind.

Even missing just one day can have a significant impact on a child’s learning. Consider this:

#® 90% attendance means missing 19 days of school in a year—that’s nearly four weeks of lost learning!

* Missing just two days per month can add up to a whole year of lost education by the time your child finishes
primary school.

We understand that children may occasionally be unwell, but we encourage families to:
¢ Schedule appointments outside of school hours whenever possible.
¢ Ensure children arrive on time—being late can disrupt their learning and that of others.
¢ Only keep children home if absolutely necessary—mild colds or tiredness can often be managed at school.
¢ Communicate with us if you're facing challenges with attendance—we’re here to support you.

Thank you for your continued support.

Mrs Benson

Nightingales Shakespeare Brunel
Winter Olympics 4922 points 4878 points 4481 points

Well done to all of our children
who participated in our Winter
Olympics. The teamwork, effort
and respect was wonderful to see
from all.

The results are...
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convemations with childron about online salety, mental health and weilbeing, and climate change. Farmaert ,'aell\.-mcu by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider taplcs ond themes
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What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

IN-GAME CHAT

Video games are continuing to grow in popularity = including, of course, among children and young people
= and the emergence of gaming communities has been accelerated by the inclusion of chat functionality
across many different titles. While in-gamae chat isn‘t inherently a bad thing, it can creaote some concerns

about enline safety and the people that ehildren might be interacting with.

w=| THE RISKS?

DIFFERENT TYPES
OF CHAT

Thene are o number of ways that gamars
cammanly chat with ane ancther anline. As the
name would seggest, in-game chat happens
within the game teelf, There's alio poarty chat:a
group vaice conversation that censale users can
hove with anyonae on the same plotierm. This
tonds to be more commoenly uted by ployers
whao already know each ether. Finally, many
gamars = especially on PC = will chat viaa
third-party app such as Discard

CONTACT WITH
STRANGERS

Whether it's text= or voice-based, in-gamae
chat is frequently apen to oll players to use.
Many garmes delault 1o making It an opt-in
Runction, but some don't: meaning a child could
start seeing mossaget within the goma Irem
poople they re playing with, regardiess of
whather they know those individuals or not
While moit itrangers wor't necesarily have il
intant, there are some wh may behave
inapprepsiately when chatting 1o & child =

L
intentienally or stharwize, ]
GROOMING 1 [L
It's been reported that some young gomaers
have encountered chder players online who
protend to be a lower age (o manipulate
children, sanding gifts in axchange lor chatting
and sending photos. Just as onany messaging
platform, it's good to advise young people to
avoid speaking to strangers, emphasise that

thiy shouldnt accept gifts fram anyone online
that thay don't Know.
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— BULLYING AND ABUSE

While SaFE if-gamd chat Can uem taxie
becouse of how o maich ploays cuf, cthers

b thot way becouse of people who engoge in
trofling - in easence, bahaving in an otienalve
and abusive woy simply to couse pain or gota
rigo out ol whoower they're talking to. Thoss
trolls’ aften lean on rocial slurs, anti-L3ET
sentimeni and other hotelul rhetoric; they
mormally fesl most confident preying on
Younger, more impressicnable gome s,

POTENTIAL FOR
PRIVATE CHAT

Il & player would like o re-rmatch with a
t[rﬁma—ﬁrﬁl!.rﬁ“llhﬁlhtmlﬂ!h. ”Mt IW
can sond o friend regquest, or use the pany chat
together in the luture. For the mest part, this (2
hermbess = butit right leed 1o mesrsges being
exchanged in private. This could then sscalate
o the shoring of private infermation, and
petentiolly atternpis te manipulete o scam

g FoUnger ployers,
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COMPETITIVE .J\‘l?
ATMOSPHERE . _J

Cortain gamos are very compatitive, and
players can semetimes et upsel if they feel a
teammate is undenparicrming, an opponent
won uniairty, o they're just a bad loser. This can
lead to ungleasant moessages that stroy oway
from playlul trash talk” and wander inte the
erritary of bullying. Some players have been
kenawn te ot incredibly abusive in tituations like
this, and the impaect of this on o young garmer's
emationacl wellbeing could be severs

LOCK-DOWN IN-GAME CHAT

In=garme chat can aften be disabled in the gome's 1sttings. This allews
ehikdron 1o play without fisk of centact from drangers - But it will reed ta

b dane ineachir . Text chot in the cormer of the screen in
ey titles, wll'inorrnnlfcqwlolamoqukkghnﬂwlnm‘ahlnﬂwu
With voles chat, explain o children whal behaviour i Inappropriote, 10 they can spot
the dangers themsehves.
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REPORT POTENTIAL OFFENDERS

Mast games offer o robust means of reporting other players, so you

can flag an account at patentially harmful. This narmally leads to the account

ot belng matched with yours in the future and, if that persen’s conduct breaks any
of the game's rulés, they may be banned hom playing entiraly. This it done within the
gams itsall, 6 sach title hat a slightly different process, but thess tend to be

designed for simplicity.
w Ly NN
Meet Our Expert

LUayd Coombas is the Editer in Chiel of GGRecen and has been warking in
the garmes media industry for five years. He's alto a parent and therefore
underitands the importance of online salety. Wiiting mainty aboeut tech
and fitreds, his work has been published at gites including KM,
TechRadar, and plenty mere.
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CONSIDER OTHER CHAT OPTIONS

il @ child wanks to play with pecple they know, consider using party chalera
third-party service like Discord, This allows everyone irmvelved to chat on o private
SEIVEF AN §¥EN enjoy each cher's cempany whils ploying differsnt games. It's alio
FOF PTG ST, OF SRS IS0RING 6 i will Need 1o request ond be grantod cocess
= nemmally by whoover is hasting the chat.

COMMUNICATION IS KEY

Moke sure children understand the differences between being compatitive

and being abusive. Tolk about whot © wnusual of Inapprog behoviour
trom strongers onling. Be clear that It anything ewer concems or worrias thom, they
shiould tedl a trusted adult os soon mpﬂuluu. Empower children to identify the risks
af Iri-g chatfor them thay won't get in troubles for
:-ﬂ:lrughllpllmfuﬁtggmmm
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ITS

FREE!

EVERY THURSDAY FROM i8TH
PASSMORE D 5
5.00PM - 6.00PM

witH FIVEDINNERS .com

If you're fed up deciding what to cook
every night or just need a little help in the
kitchen to eat healthier, save money and
reduce your food waste - FiveDinners.com
is for you!

nally £36 per year - you get this for
- no catch, just FREE!




Spring 2025

Weave a Wheel

Use a wide range of materials to weave
a8 wheel to take home and also add to
our collaborative weaving project on a
real bicycle wheel. A coloring activity will
be available for younger siblings.

Tues 18 Feb, 10am/11am/1pm and 2pm
Book on our website, ages 6+

Paint in Motion

Draw inspiration from the museum's
collection of bicycles and tap into your
inner Futurist artist to create a painting.
Experiment with different techniques to
capture a bicycle in motion.

Thurs 20 Feb, 10am-12pm & 1pm-3pm
Free drop-in session, all ages

Active Travel with Sustrans
Bring your cycle along for a free safety
check, or book onto one of our cycle
skills sessions. There will be giveaways
and cycle accessories available to
purchase at a discounted rate.

Thurs 20 Feb, 10am -12pm
Book on our website, ages 7+

HARLOW.
MUSEUM" ——_ovnei

Harlow

& WALLED GARDE

NS Wardiag spevber for Fartas

Harlow Poetry Open

Celebrate World Poetry Day 2025 with
us by participating in a competition that
highlights Harlow's writing talent. This
year's theme is '"Home,” and there will be
various workshops available alongside.

Deadline Mon 3 March
Visit our website for details, ages 7+

Terrific Tudors this Easter

Join us for a variety of Tudor-themed
activities, such as crafting clay jugs,
miniature painting, growing a small
garden, and creating collages. Plus, our
popular annual Easter Egg Hunt returns!

Tues 8 April - Sat 19th April
Visit our website for details, ages 4+

Enchanted Garden

Our Walled Gardens will be transformed
into @ magical enchanted garden, filled
with wonder at every turn. Enjoy
storytelling, trails, meet the Fairy Queen
and much more.

Sat 31 May, 11am - 3pm
Booking available soon

To book please visit: www.harlowmuseum.com/whats-on/

Opening Times:
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday
9:30am - 3:30pm (last entry 3pm)

Free car park at rear

Harlow Museum & Walled Gardens
Muskham Road, CM20 2LF

01279 446 222

harlow.museum@harlow.gov.uk




Please support us in raising funds for Abbotsweld.

You can support us and raise money every time you shop online? And the best part - it doesn’t cost a
penny!

Easyfundraising, is a free fundraising platform that lets us earn donations when we all shop online. With
8,100+ brands to choose from, including Tesco, Sainsbury’s, John Lewis & Partners, Sports Direct, ASOS,
M&S, Boots, Just Eat, and Booking.com, there’s something for everyone.

Here’s how it works:

Download the easyfundraising app,

Sign up,

Start your shopping journey and the retailer you shop with will send us a free donation based on your
spending - with no additional cost to you.

Registering yourself takes just 2 minutes and all you need is your email address. | have attached our QR
code which you can scan or please access via this link - http://efraising.org/X1j51SjppY

So, why wait? Support by registering today! Download the app, join, shop, and make a difference!

easyfundraising

v @
Sign up :
and earn us a free
£1 bonus donation

Scan, join, shop: To unlock the Bonus for
Abbotsweld Primary Academy Harlow
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US 01279 630120
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CADEMIES.NET

VISIT US ON THE WEB AT
WWW.ABBOTSWELD.NETACA
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