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Hello from Mrs Benson
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Dear Parents and Carers,

Happy New Year!  We hope this message f inds you well  and ready to embark on an exciting
journey into 2024 with us here at Abbotsweld Primary Academy. As we step into this new
year,  we not only celebrate new beginnings but also set intentions for growth,  learning,  and
success.
We believe that setting intentions is  a powerful  way to guide our actions and achievements.
As we start the new year,  we encourage both our students and our school community to
reflect on what they hope to accomplish and the values they wish to embody in the coming
months.
Here are a few suggestions for setting intentions with your child:

Academic Growth: Encourage your child to set specif ic academic goals for the year ahead.
Whether it 's  improving their  reading comprehension,  mastering multipl ication tables,  or
exploring new areas of interest,  we believe that every child has the potential  to achieve
greatness.

1.

Personal Development:  Help your child identify areas for personal growth outside of
academics.  This could include developing better organization ski l ls,  practicing empathy
and kindness towards others,  or discovering new hobbies and interests.

2.

Health and Wellness:  Priorit iz ing physical  and mental  well-being is  crucial  for overall
success.  Encourage your child to set intentions related to exercise,  nutrit ion,
mindfulness,  and managing stress.

3.

Within this newsletter enjoy reading about some of the learning your child wil l  be
experiencing this term.

Thank you for your continued support and partnership in your child's education.  If  you have
any questions or concerns,  please don't  hesitate to reach out to us.

Wishing you a happy and fulf i l l ing new year!

Mrs Benson



Engl ish

In Engl ish ,  chi ldren wi l l  be learning to apply a  range of  grammar features in their  wr i t ing
through a se lect ion of  texts .   We begin with a  range of  poetry before moving on to ‘S t reet
Chi ld ’  by Ber l ie  Doherty – an intr iguing story set  in  Victor ian t imes and based upon true

events .  Chi ldren wi l l  wr i te  in a  number of  genres ,  inc luding a narrat ive ,  ,  le t ter ,  instruct ions
and balanced argument .   This  wi l l  a l low chi ldren to pract ise a  range of  grammar ski l ls :

f igurat ive language ,  s imi les ,  metaphors ,  personi f icat ion ,  complex sentences ,  preposi t ions ,
pass ive voice and ambit ious vocabulary .

                       
Maths

In mathemat ics ,  our  focus this  term is  on f ract ions ,  decimals  and percentages ,  inc luding
convert ing f rom one form to another .  Throughout  the term,  s tudents  wi l l  explore and

invest igate higher level  appl icat ion of  mathemat ica l  concepts ,  such as s tat is t ics ,  as  wel l  as
developing their  sk i l ls  in  reasoning and problem solv ing .  

A quick recal l  of  mul t ip l icat ion tables helps chi ldren with a l l  aspects  of  maths ,  therefore
please encourage your chi ld  to pract ise dai ly .

Other Topics this  term
History -  This  term,  chi ldren wi l l  be learning about  The Victor ians .  Working as his tor ians ,

chi ldren wi l l  ask quest ions about  key f igures and events  and consider  how they shaped the
country ,  as  wel l  as  developing an understanding of  how changes in industry impacted the

way people worked.  Geography -  Chi ldren wi l l  be learning about  Natura l  Disasters ,  inc luding
earthquakes ,  volcanoes and f loods ,  consider ing the impact  of  these on humans and nature .

Science – chi ldren wi l l  learn about  Propert ies  and Changes of  Mater ia ls  throughout  the term.
They wi l l  develop their  sc ient i f ic  sk i l ls  by hypothesis ing ,  predict ing and col lect ing and

present ing data .  

Class Informat ion
Homework consis ts  of  spel l ings on EDSHED,  TTRockstars ,  My Maths and dai ly  reading.

Spel l ings wi l l  be set  weekly and wi l l  be tested the fo l lowing week.  Your chi ld  can access
their  maths homework onl ine using their  logins .  Reading books wi l l  be changed weekly .               

PE wi l l  be on a Tuesday – p lease ensure your chi ld  has appropr iate PE k i t  and footwear .
P lease remind your chi ld  br ings their  water  bot t les  to school  every day .

 

 
 

 



Engl ish
In Engl ish this  term we wi l l  be reading ‘The Pr incess B lankets ’  by Carol  Ann Duffy .  We
wi l l  be focussing on how to s tructure and compose formal  le t ters  whi ls t  applying a l l
previously taught  grammar rules .  We wi l l  have weekly grammar and comprehension

lessons .  
As wel l  as  this ,  we wi l l  have dai ly  reading sessions focusing on f luency and

understanding of  texts  f rom di f ferent  genres .

Maths
In Maths ,  we wi l l  be developing the chi ldren ’s  mult ip l icat ion and div is ion ski l ls ,

inc luding div iding with remainders .  We wi l l  a lso be learning how to work with f ract ions
and wi l l  be ca lculat ing with money.  

We wi l l  a lso do dai ly  ca lculat ions to improve our maths f luency and weekly menta l
maths pract ise .  

There wi l l  cont inue to be a focus on t imes tables this  year .  P lease make sure your chi ld
is  accessing TT Rockstars  regular ly  at  home.  

Other Topics this  term
In History ,  we wi l l  be learning about  Ancient  Egypt .  The chi ldren wi l l  be explor ing the
history of  the people and their  cul ture .  We wi l l  a lso be learning about  Egypt ian bel iefs

about  the af ter l i fe .  
Dur ing Science this  term,  the 3  s tates of  matter ,  inc luding explor ing the di f ferences
between sol ids ,  l iquids and gases .  We wi l l  a lso be learning about  the water  cyc le .  

In  Art ,  the chi ldren wi l l  be developing their  techniques .  

Useful  Informat ion
Homework wi l l  consist  of :

·Spel l ings 
·Handwri t ing

 On PE days ,  your chi ld  may come into school  in their  PE k i ts .  P lease make sure they are
wear ing their  house colour T-shir t ,  joggers ,  jumper in our school  colours :  red or  b lack ,

and black p l imsoles or  t ra iners .  Earr ings to be taken out .  

Reminders :  
·KS2 pupi ls  wi l l  not  be provided with a  snack and must  br ing their  own heal thy 

snack i f  wanted.
·P lease ensure that  your chi ld  br ings in a  named bott le  of  water  for  them to 

have throughout  the day .



Maths
In Maths this  term year  1  and 2  wi l l  be explor ing mult ip l icat ion.  We wi l l  be using a range of

resources to work through mult ip les  of  2s ,  5s  and 10s .  We wi l l  a lso be explor ing t ime and
learning to te l l  the t ime to the nearest  5  minutes ,  as  wel l  quarter  to ,  quarter  past  and hal f

past .  The chi ldren have enjoyed engaging with Numbots which we cont inue to use in c lass  to
help the chi ldren with ca lculat ions and problem solv ing .

Engl ish
This  term we have been fo l lowing our Ta lk  for  Wri t ing strategy to support  chi ldren with

imitat ing and innovat ing on a s tory .  This  hal f  term we have been explor ing the story The
Ugly Duckl ing .  The chi ldren enjoyed rete l l ing the story through creat ing story maps ,  making
act ions for  the words ,  and deepening their  understanding by act ing out  the story .  Once the

chi ldren are secure with rete l l ing the story ,  they wi l l  begin to use these ski l ls  to create their
own tradi t ional  ta le .  We wi l l  a lso be explor ing wri t ing a  diary using these same ski l ls .

Other  curr iculum areas
In History this  hal f  term we wi l l  be explor ing t ransport  and the f i rs t  f l ight .  The chi ldren wi l l
learn a l l  about  who invented f l ight  and engage in act iv i t ies  based on this .  In  Science we are
cont inuing to look at  our  topic  of  Everyday Mater ia ls  and the chi ldren wi l l  be invest igat ing

which fabr ics  have the most  s t retch .

Addi t ional  Informat ion
Please ensure you chi ld  comes to school  wear ing the correct  PE k i t  on your chi ld ’s  PE days .

Conf idence:  Monday and Fr iday
Responsibi l i ty :  Monday and Tuesday
Determinat ion:  Monday and Fr iday

 P lease cont inue to read with your chi ld  every day and comment in their  journal  when you
have.  

To help develop your chi ld 's  sk i l ls  in  Maths in a  fun engaging ,  p lease cont inue access their
Numbots or  TTRockstar  account  f rom any device .  



Engl ish
In Engl ish ,  we are fo l lowing ta lk  4  wri t ing pr incip les and our book focus is  'We ' re going on a

bear  hunt ' .  
The chi ldren are learning to recal l  the story ,  s t ructure the story ,  change parts  of  the story

and wri te  key vocabulary f rom the book.  
We are learning to wri te  f rom lef t  to  wri te  and having a 'hot  wri te ' ,  where the chi ldren have

the opportuni ty  to re wri te  the story in their  own t ime ,  in  their  own language.

Maths
In Maths ,  we are teaching the chi ldren to have a deep understanding of  numbers up to 10 ,

inc luding the composi t ion of  each number .  We are working on number bonds to 10 ,  whether
numbers are odd and even and looking at  one more and one less .  

Other Curr iculum Areas
Our topic  this  hal f  term is  animals .  We are ta lk ing about  David At tenborough and what  his

role is .  We are looking at  a  var iety of  d i f ferent  animals ,  descr ibing their  features and
comparing them. We are looking at  animal  habi tats ,  what  they eat  and character is t ics .  

Reminders and Useful  Informat ion

Please could parents  br ing their  chi ld 's  reading book back each Monday ,  as  wel l  as  br ing in
some wel l ington boots  to keep at  school .

A reminder ,  p lease could parents  cont inue to pract ice the phonics sounds with their
chi ldren.  

Chi ldren partake in PE on a Tuesday.

Al l  chi ldren should br ing in a  water  bot t le ,  label led ,  each day .



JANUARY

4th and 5th Inset  Days-  School  Closed to chi ldren
8th Pupi ls  Return

15th and 16th Winter  Sports  Day
17th Porta ls  to the Past

18th Fun Lunch Day
23rd School  Photos ( Indiv idual  and Sib l ings )

31s t  Young Voices

FEBRUARY

6th Safer  Internet  Day
7th Recept ion ,  Year  5  and 6 Discovery Dome

15th Parent  Consul tat ion Event-  School  c loses at  1 .30pm
19th-23rd Hal f  Term

28th Year  6 Pr ime VR

MARCH

4th and 5th 2  Johns Workshop
7th World Book Day

11 th-15th Science Week
15th Science Fair

22nd Spr ing Workshops
26th Reports  to Parents
27th Y3/4  P lay in a  Week

27th End of  Term
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Contact
us

ABBOTSWELD PRIMARY
ACADEMY
PARTRIDGE ROAD
HARLOW, ESSEX,  CM18 6TE

01279 630120

OFFICE@ABBOTSWELD.NETA
CADEMIES.NET

VISIT  US ON THE WEB AT
WWW.ABBOTSWELD.NETACA
DEMIES.NET

follow
us

@NET_Abbotsweld

https://www.abbotsweld.netacademies.net/
https://www.abbotsweld.netacademies.net/

