NEWSLETTER - OCTOBER 2024

ABBOTSWELD
PRIMARY ACADEMY

We're thrilled to share the latest news from Abbotsweld Primary Academy!

Our students have been enjoying a fantastic array of enrichment activities, from
exploring the historic Tower of London to getting hands-on with science experiments
and competing in thrilling sporting fixtures. These experiences are invaluable in
broadening their horizons and enriching their learning journey.

But that's not all—there's plenty more to come! Next half term promises even more
exciting opportunities, so stay tuned for updates.

A huge thank you to everyone who supported our recent school discol Together, we
raised just under £800 towards our goal of £6000 for a new stage. Your generosity and
enthusiasm are truly appreciated.

We understand the importance of community support, especially as we navigate
increasing budget constraints. Look out for a separate communication detailing how
you can contribute and make a difference.

Thank you once again for your ongoing support. Together, we are stronger!

Wishing you a restful and enjoyable half term break. We can't wait to welcome
everyone back on Monday, 4th November.

Warm regards,

Mrs Benson
Head Of School




Parent

VIEW

As we continue to focus on enhancing our school's performance and experience, | encourage you to
complete the Parent View survey.

Your feedback through Parent View helps us understand what we're doing well and where we can improve,
ensuring that we meet the needs of all our families.

https://forms.office.com/e/92EszwxNme

Parent View 2024




Please support us in raising funds for Abbotsweld.

You can support us and raise money every time you shop online? And the best part - it doesn’t cost a
penny!

Easyfundraising, is a free fundraising platform that lets us earn donations when we all shop online. With
8,100+ brands to choose from, including Tesco, Sainsbury’s, John Lewis & Partners, Sports Direct, ASOS,
M&S, Boots, Just Eat, and Booking.com, there’s something for everyone.

Here’s how it works:

Download the easyfundraising app,

Sign up,

Start your shopping journey and the retailer you shop with will send us a free donation based on your

spending - with no additional cost to you.

Registering yourself takes just 2 minutes and all you need is your email address. | have attached our QR
code which you can scan or please access via this link - http://efraising.org/X1j5ISjppY

So, why wait? Support by registering today! Download the app, join, shop, and make a difference!

easyfundraising > ®
Sign up :
and earn us a free
£1 bonus donation

Scan, join, shop: To unlock the Bonus for
Abbotsweld Primary Academy Harlow
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At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly d d by National Onli aty, e gui er topics and themes.
le

Forfurther guides, hi d ti nationalcollege.com.
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EVOLVING SCAMS o

WhutsApn s popularity makesita
lucrative hunting ground for scammers.
Recent examples include posing as the
target's child, requesting a money transfer
because of a spurious 'ernelgancy plus.
a scam where fraudsters trigger a
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CONTACT FROM
STRANGERS

To start a chat, someone only needs the

mobile number of the WhatsApp user that

they want to message. Therefore, if a child

has ever given their number out to

someone they don't know, that person

could then contact them via WhﬂlsApp. Il‘s

also possible that the child might be added

to r.l mup chat or community by one of
riends, for exumpt.) containing other ¢ |

peoplelhut they don't know. f

CHAT LOCK

In 2023, WhatsApp introduced a
feature that lets users k« their chats in
a separate ‘locked chats’ folder, sav:
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‘VIEW ONCE’
CONTENT

The ability to send images or messages
that can only be viewed once has |
some WhatsApp users shari
inappropriate material or abusive texts,
knowing that the recipient can’t re-open
them later to use as evidence of
misconduct. People used to be able to
screenshot this disq) un content —

- but arecently addk FP feature
naw blocks this, citing protec ion of

WhatsApp's connectivity and ease of

use allows news to be shared rapidly -
whether it's true or not. To combat the
spread of misinformation, messages
forwarded more than five times on the app
now display a “Forwarded many times”
label and a double arrow icon. This makes
users aware that the message they've just
received is far from an original .. and
might not be entirely factual, althar

VISIBLE LOCATION

WhatsApp's ‘live location’ feature
lets users share their current
' whereabouts, which can be helpful for
friends meeting ? p or parents char_-klng
s safe whﬂa out.
mple. However, anyone ina
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E MPHASISE CAUTION

Encourage children to treat unexpected

messages with caution: get them to consider
whether it sounds like something a friend or relative
would really send them. Make sure they know never
to share personal details over WhatsApp, and to be
wary of clicking on any links in messages. Setting up
two-step verification adds a further layer of
protection to their WhatsApp account.

THINK BEFORE SHARING

Help children understand why it's important to stop and think before posting or Checki

forwarding something on WhatsApp. It's easy - and all too commen - for content that
‘auser posts to be shared more widely, even publicly on secial media. Encourage

y ADJUST THE SETTINGS

It's wise to change a child’'s WhatsApp
settings to specify which of their contacts

les and groups, there are multipla also track their location — potentially

conversations, which results in pressure to respond. Membe: | letting strangers identify a childs home

hey are not each other’s contacts - will be able to see any rﬂB“UBUS i uddrussur journeys m:{
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they make
regularly.

DISCUSS GROUP CHATS

; Make children aware that there could be
j members of a group that they don't know well

add them to group chats without needing and that words can be misinterpreted. Encourage
approuul You can give permission to ‘My Contacts’ them to leave a good impression, to avoid | i
or ‘My Contacts Except ... Additionally, if a child needs if conversations turn towards bullying, and to

to use ‘live location’, emphasise that they should respond to such situations in an appropriate way.
enable this function for only as long as they need — Make sure they know that it’s OK to leave a group

and then turn it off.

CHAT ABOUT PRIVACY

ith the child about how they're using WhatsApp, making
sure they know you only have their safety at heart. If you spot a ‘Locked Chats’
folder, you might want to talk about the sort of content they*ve stored in there,

s chatif it makes them uncomfortable — or for any
reason, in fact.
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children to consider how an impulsive message or forwarding might damage their who they're talking to, and why they want to keep these chats hidden. Also, if

reputation or upset a friend who sent something to them in confidence.
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