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Geography
Intent, Implementation and Impact Statement

Intent 
At Aberford Primary School we believe that Geography helps to provoke and provide answers to questions about the natural and human aspects of the world. Children are encouraged to develop a greater understanding and knowledge of the world, as well as their place in it. The geography curriculum at Aberford enables children to develop knowledge and skills that are transferable to other curriculum areas and which can and are used to promote their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. Geography is, by nature, an investigative subject, which develops an understanding of concepts, knowledge and skills.
The curriculum is designed to ensure that teaching equips pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. As pupils progress through the school, their growing knowledge about the world helps them to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge and skills are progressive and are sequenced to provide the framework and approaches that provide explanation of how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time.
We seek to inspire in children a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people which will remain with them for the rest of their lives, equipping them well for further education and beyond.

Implementation 
Geography teaching focuses on enabling children to think as geographers. 

In order to ensure high standards of teaching and learning in geography, we implement a curriculum that is progressive throughout the whole school. All learning will start by revising prior knowledge in order to support children’s recall of previous learning and make connections. Staff will model explicitly the subject-specific vocabulary, knowledge and skills relevant to the learning to allow them to interrogate new knowledge into larger concepts. Knowledge Organisers are introduced at the beginning of each topic and referred to throughout learning. Geography teaching is mapped across a two year rolling where planning progressively develops pupil skills in geography through well-planned weekly lessons in Key Stage 1 and 2. Geography is taught across a half term period focusing on the knowledge and skills stated in the National Curriculum. We recognise that in all classes there are children of differing abilities in Geography and we seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by offering appropriate levels of challenge and stretch. This will ensure pupils learn effectively and continuously, building their knowledge of and enthusiasm for the geographical content they are learning.

We teach geography in EYFS as an integral part of the topic work covered during the year. Graphical knowledge, understanding and skill development in EYFS is taught under the ‘Understanding the World’ Section of Development Matters. Geography is taught by exploring and playing in purposeful well thought out areas of provision, through active learning and through creating and thinking critically. 
In EYFS the children:
· Explore the natural world around them.
· Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries.
· Explore the natural world around them.
· To describe what they see and hear and feel while outside.
· Recognise some environments are different from the one in which they live. 
· Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them. 
 The lessons provide children with a solid base to allow them to access the National Curriculum in Year 1.

 Impact
At Aberford C of E Primary School our aim is to ensure that all children are equipped with the geographical skills and knowledge that will enable them to be ready for the next stage of their learning and for life as an adult in the wider world. We want the children to have thoroughly enjoyed learning about geography and be able to recall their learning over time. We aim for them to be confident and be able to talk about their learning in geography using subject specific vocabulary and that the quality of work is good, demonstrating pupils are acquiring knowledge, skills and vocabulary in an appropriate sequence. 

· The children will have secure understanding of key geographical concepts such as fieldwork and map skills. 
· Children will be inspired through the wide range of teaching and learning. 
· A cross curricular approach supports writing. 
· Children will enjoy geography due to the creative teaching aspects, outdoor learning and visitors linked to the subject. 
· The children will develop an appreciation and understanding of current global geographical changes and natural events. 
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