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Key Contacts 
Contact Details 
Ada Lovelace CofE  High School 
Park View Road 
London W5 2JX 
Tel: 020 3540 0200 
Email:  office@adalovelace.org.uk 
 

Please see a list of Year 9 contact details below: 
Miss M Powell 
Head of Year 9     mpowell@adalovelace.org.uk 
Mr G Stanton 
Assistant Head of Year 9    gstanton@adalovelace.org.uk 
Ms J Lyon  
Assistant Headteacher     jlyon@adalovelace.org.uk 
Mr R Halton 
Deputy Headteacher     rhalton@adalovelace.org.uk 
 
                                   

Year 9 Tutors: 

9 Archimedes  Miss Wigney  bwigney@adalovelace.org.uk 

9 Descartes  Mr Hunter   jhunter@adalovelace.org.uk 

9 Lorenz  Mrs Young  suyoung@adalovelace.org.uk 

9 Omar Khayyam Miss Fernandez gfernandez@adalovelace.org.uk 

9 Vaughan  Ms Bloomfield   hbloomfield@adalovelace.org.uk 

9 Euler   Miss Burn  gburn@adalovelace.org.uk 

9 Curie   Mr Newsted  gnewsted@adalovelace.org.uk 

 

 

Key Dates 

Key dates for Year 9 into 10 course selections (2023) 

Thursday 7th March Year 9 Parents’ evening 

Monday 11th – Friday 15th March Q3 assessment week 

Thursday 25th April  Year 9 Options Discussion Day (online), students receive options forms  

Friday 3rd May Deadline for Options forms 

Monday 20th May  Students' informed of GCSE offers during this week  

Monday 17th June Q4 exam week 

Friday 5th  July receive Q4 reports & confirmation of GCSE courses 
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Year 9 is an important stage in your school career as you look forward to and start to think about 

your future. It is the first time that the whole year group will have made decisions about their own 

individual pathways and it is important to reflect on this seriously.  You have already started GCSE 

level work in a number of subjects. From September the courses which you study and the grades 

which you get will influence and potentially even dictate your further choices post 16 in a Sixth Form, 

at college, in training or in the work place. It is therefore essential to get these choices right.  

 

Our curriculum is designed to ensure breadth, balance and a good education for everyone. It is also designed to have 

a core of subjects, which allow students to achieve highly academically,  develop as learners and therefore maximise 

their chances of future success. Students who take a very reliable academic core of subjects and do well at them will 

be able to diversify at post 16. However all students are different, start with different aptitudes and are motivated by 

different interests and the choice must ultimately work for the individual. Fundamental to this is the choice of a 

pathway which is appropriate to you and your abilities and interests. 

  

Choosing options involves maturity. This process represents an early introduction to adult life as you learn to make  

choices, and be aware of the responsibility and commitment that this entails. We hope that by each student spend-

ing a proper amount of time at this stage, on knowing themselves and their current attainment, understanding the 

subjects and the work-ethic required for GCSE, the choices made will be good ones. 

  

Our Key Stage 4 curriculum has a full and challenging range of subjects. Students are strongly encouraged to take a 

modern foreign language, unless their prior MFL experience makes it inappropriate for them to do so. We have been 

aware for some time that sixth forms, colleges, employers and universities have been using a good pass at GCSE in 

Languages and Humanities (now grade 5 or above) as a discriminating factor in the award of places. We have very 

consciously built up our curriculum model to promote the English Baccalaureate and we are glad that our offer posi-

tions students well in relation to this. However, our hope is that there is flexibility too for the highly artistic, creative 

and practical students to extend themselves also.  

 

Please feel free to speak to us about our approach to the options process or any aspect of the curriculum model at Ada 

Lovelace or to your child’s tutor, Mrs Powell, Mr Stanton or Mr Halton about individual issues relating to your child.  

 
Best Wishes, 

  

 

Mr R Halton   Miss M Powell 
Assistant Headteacher  Head of Year 9 
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The GCSE Grading System 

GCSE exams test all of the material studied over 2 or 3 years. Successful students will be able to remember information and 

express it concisely and accurately under the pressure of time. Students will need to be able to apply the principles or ideas 

which they have learnt within one context to an unfamiliar context. They will need to be confident of the skills they have 

learnt in order not to be put off by questions which seem less familiar.  

 

GCSEs are graded using number grades (9, 8, 7, 6,…).  

We use these grades as students progress through the school from Years 7-11. 

 

Some brief detail: 

• GCSE letter grades A*-G have been replaced by a number scale from 9 to 1 

• 9 is the highest grade. 1 is the lowest. 

• An approximate conversion in Year 11 will be: 

Grade 
9 

Grade 
8 

Grade 
7 

Grade 
6 

Grade 
5 

Grade 
4 

Grade 
3 

Grade 
2 

Grade 
1 

GCSE grades 
A* and A 

GCSE grades 
B and C 

GCSE grades 
D, E, F and G 

• As students move up through the school, we would expect their grades to increase. So, for example, a student may 

achieve a Grade 6- in Year 9, then a Grade 6+ in Year 10, and then a Grade 7 in Year 11. 

• It is important to note that National Curriculum levels used previously (eg. …,4A, 5C, 5B, 5A,…) and new GCSE number 

grades (eg. …, 5+, 6-, 6, 6+, 7-,…) are not an equivalent. The standard of work required for a Level 6A, for example, is not 

the same as that required for a Grade 6+. 

• Note that BTEC courses and Cambridge Nationals courses are graded as Level 2 Distinction*, Distinction, Merit and Pass, 

or Level 1 Distinction, Merit and Pass. A Level 2 pass is equivalent to a GCSE grade 4.   

 
Although the grading system is relatively new, we know enough about how it will compare to older style letter grades to be 

confident that we can use it to inform our students about their progress through the school.  

 

Progression from Year 9 

Students enter Year 7 with results in national Key Stage 2 exams in English and Mathematics which are sat at the end of Year 

6. We know the amount of progress that would generally be expected if your child works well from this starting point and as 

they move up through the school towards GCSE. 

Entry tier Yr 7 Yr 8 Yr 9 Yr 10 Yr 11 equivalence 

Advanced + 6- 6+ 7 8- 8+ A* 

Advanced 

5+ 6 7- 7+ 8 A*/A 

5- 5+ 6 7- 7+ A 

4 5- 5+ 6 7- A 

Higher 

3+ 4 5- 5+ 6 B 

3- 3+ 4 5- 5+ B 

2- 2+ 3 4- 4+ C 

Core 
1+ 2- 2+ 3 4- C/D 

1 2- 2 3- 3+ D 

Nurture 
1- 1+ 2 2+ 3 D/E 

1- 1 1+ 2- 2 E/F 
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Key Stage 4 Curriculum 

The Core Key Stage 4 Curriculum 

At Ada Lovelace  all students follow a core curriculum. This means studying a minimum of 6 GCSEs in the following areas: 

 English Language and English Literature 

 Mathematics 

 Double Award Science (unless they are doing Triple Science)* 

 Religious Education  

 

This broad and balanced core curriculum offer must be the starting point for all students as it provides the best opportunity 

for transition onto post 16 courses within the Trust or at another college or school. 

 

In DOUBLE AWARD SCIENCE, students study aspects of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Exams are sat at the end of the 

course and a “combined Science” double grade is awarded (eg. 7/7 or 5/4). 

*TRIPLE SCIENCE: Students in the upper sets will have the opportunity to take a 3rd option in Science leading to 3 separate 

GCSEs at the end of Year 11 in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. This course positions students well for top university Science 

places.  

 

  

The GCSE Options Pathways 

We have designed a series of pathways that will provide all students with an appropriate offer in Year 10 and Year 11.  

Very careful consideration has been given to each individual’s level of achievement in Year 9 to assist you in making choices 

that will provide the best chance of success at KS4. Heads of the GCSE subjects have also provided minimum entry require-

ments to make sure that you do not select GCSE subjects that are not appropriate for you based on your Year 9 achieve-

ment. 

 

CORE Pathway: Students with a 2- or above in English, Maths and Science. 

HIGHER Pathway: Students with a 3 or above in English, Maths and Science. 

ADVANCED Pathway: Students with a 5- or above in English, Maths and Science. 
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Sixth Form Progression at Ada Lovelace 
   

Below are a list of the T Level subjects on offer in the Sixth form at Ada Lovelace. They show which subjects would need to 
have been studied at GCSE to be able to access them. 
 
Entrance to the sixth form at Ada Lovelace will require 8 or more GCSEs (or equivalent) passes (including Maths and English 
Language), which need to be at a grade 5 or better. Individual subject entrance requirements are listed below. 
 
T– Level Courses 

• Digital Design—Grade 6 or above in Computer Science GCSE 

• Laboratory Science—Grade 6/6  or above in  Dual Science GCSE, or two 6’s or above in Triple Science GCSE 

• Accountancy— Grade 6 or above in Maths GCSE 

 

 

Specific Minimum Entry Requirements for  

Sixth Form Courses (GCSE Grades), Entry 2025 
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Sixth Form Progression within the Trust 
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Sixth Form Progression 
   

Below are a list of the A Level subjects on offer in the Sixth form at Trust schools. They are grouped to show which subjects 
would need to have been studied at GCSE to be able to access them. 
 
Entrance to the sixth form at Trust Schools will require 8 passes (including Maths and English Language), which need to be at 
a grade 5 or better. Individual subject entrance requirements are on the opposite page. 
 
A Level courses requiring GCSE Maths and/or English: 

Business Studies 
Computer Science 
Drama 
Economics 
English Literature 
Film Studies 
Geography 
History 
Maths and Further maths 
Politics 
Psychology 
RE 
Science Courses 
Sociology 

 

A Level courses linked to studying other Core or EBAC subjects (Science, Humanities, Languages and RE): 
Biology 
Chemistry 
Computer Science 
French 
Geography 
German 
History 
RE 
Physics 
Spanish 
 

A Level courses linked to studying an Expressive Arts subject at GCSE: 
Art 
Graphics 
Music 
Music Technology 
 

Other A Level Expressive Arts courses (not necessarily studied at GCSE): 
Drama* 
Photography 

 

*Students can take Drama at A level having either studied it at GCSE or having achieved a 6 grade in English Literature and 

having performance experience. 
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Specific Minimum Entry Requirements for 
Sixth Form Courses (Entry 2025) 

 
To help you to make sensible GCSE option choices, you should consider how these may influence your future choices. 
This table shows the current entry requirements for A Level courses at the Twyford Sixth Form. These entry require-
ments are reviewed annually.  

 

ART Grade 6 in Art. 

BIOLOGY 
Grade 77 in Double Science or grade 776 in Triple Science with a 7 in Biology.  Grade 6 in Mathematics is also 
required. 

BUSINESS STUDIES 6 in English (Literature or Language) and a 5 in Mathematics. 

CHEMISTRY 
Grade 77 in Double Science or grade 776 in Triple Science with a 7 in Chemistry.  Grade 6 in Mathematics is also 
required. 

COMPUTER SCIENCE 
Grade 7 in Computing, or grade 7 in Mathematics and either grade 76 in Double Science or grade 666 in Triple 
Science. 

DRAMA 6 in Drama or Grade 6 in Performing Arts qualification and a 6 in English (Literature or Language). 

ECONOMICS 76 in Mathematics and English (Literature or Language) the 7 can be in either Mathematics or an English. 

ENGLISH LITERATURE 76  in English Language & English Literature ( the 7 can be in either language or literature) 

FILM STUDIES 6 in English (Literature or Language). 

FRENCH 7 in French. 

FURTHER MATHS 9 in GCSE Mathematics. 

GEOGRAPHY 7 in Geography and 6 in English (Literature or Language). 

GERMAN 7 in German. 

GOVERNMENT & 
POLITICS 

66 in Mathematics and English (Literature or Language). 

GRAPHICS 6 in Art or Graphic Design. 

HISTORY 7 in History and 6 in English (Literature or Language). 

MATHS 7 in Mathematics. 

MUSIC 6 in Music, Practical grade 5 and Theory grade 5. 

MUSIC TECHNOLOGY 5 in Music and Keyboard grade 2 (or equivalent standard). 

PHOTOGRAPHY No further specific requirements. 

PHYSICS 
Grade 77 in Double Science or grade 776 in Triple Science and a 7 in Physics.  Grade 6 in Mathematics is also 
required. 

PSYCHOLOGY 6 in English (Literature or Language) and 6 in Mathematics. 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 7 or A in R.E. and 6 in English (Literature or Language). 

SOCIOLOGY 6 in English (Literature or Language) and 6 in another humanity (including RE, where you need a 6 or B). 

SPANISH 7 in Spanish. 



 

 

Glossary 

AQA 
Academic Qualifications Alliance exam board 
www.aqa.org.uk 

T-Level 
Technical-Level qualification. Post-16 qualification 
(level 3) equivalent in size to 3 A-Levels   

Cambridge 
Nationals 

Vocational qualifications (provided by OCR) assessed 
through more coursework and less examined units 
compared to GCSE courses 

EDEXCEL 
Educational Excellence exam board  
(a Pearson company) - www.edexcel.com 

FSMQ 
Free Standing Maths Qualification -  between GCSE 
and A Level standard 

GCSE General Certificate of Secondary Education 

KS4 Key Stage 4 (Years 9, 10 and 11) 

KS5 Key Stage 5 (the Sixth Form—Years 12 and 13) 

OCR 
Oxford Cambridge & RSA Exam Board 
www.ocr.org.uk  

RSL 
Rockschool Ltd -  exam board providing music courses 
such as the Music Technology course offered at 
Twyford—www.rslawards.com  

Tier 
Level of entry for some GCSEs (typically Foundation 
and Higher tiers) 

Ada Lovelace CofE  High School | KS4 Options Handbook 
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BTEC 

Vocational qualifications (provided by the Business 
and Technician Education Council) assessed through 
more coursework and less examined units compared 
to GCSE courses 
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Key Stage 4  
CORE SUBJECTS 
COURSE GUIDES 
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Engl ish Langu age  

 1. WHO IS IT SUITABLE FOR? 
All pupils take English Language at Key Stage 4.  The examination board is AQA. 
  
2. WHAT WILL I LEARN? 
English Language GCSE assesses reading and writing skills. 
  
3. HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
There are two examination papers, each worth 50 % and externally assessed at the end of the 
course (Year 11).  They each last 1 hour 45 minutes and both examination papers will cover 
reading and writing skills.  
 
• Paper 1 has questions to assess your reading of a 20th/21st century unseen ex-

tract.  Another question asks you to write creatively and has a picture stimulus. 
 
• Paper 2 has questions to assess your reading of non-fiction texts, one 19thcentury and 

one 20th/21st century.  Another question asks you to write with a point of view. 
       There are NO TIERS and all students will sit the same papers. 
   
4. WHAT ARE THE CONTROLLED COURSEWORK & HOMEWORK EXPECTATIONS? 
There is NO COURSEWORK of any kind. 
Homework will be set to extend and consolidate the skills that are developed in the  
classroom.  
  
5. WHAT SKILLS DO I NEED TO BE SUCCESSFUL IN THIS SUBJECT AT GCSE AND BEYOND? 
 In English Language, the following skills are important: 
• Reading skills are to interpret information and ideas from different texts; to analyse how 

writers use language using relevant subject terminology; to compare two or more 
texts; to evaluate texts critically and support this with evidence. 

 
• Writing skills are to communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively for different pur-

poses and audiences; to organise information and ideas; to use a range of vocabulary 
and sentence structures; to use accurate spelling and punctuation (which is worth 20% of 
the marks overall.) 

  
 6. SPEAKING AND LISTENING. 
One task, a presentation, is assessed and is awarded separately.  
  
Head of Department:   Miss Gould  lgould@adalovelace.org.uk 

 

GCSE Exam Board: 
AQA 
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Engl ish Li t erature  

1. WHO IS IT SUITABLE FOR? 
All pupils take English Literature at Key Stage 4.  The examination board is AQA. 
  
2. WHAT WILL I LEARN? 
English Literature GCSE assesses how you can write effectively about your reading and  
understanding of literature.  This means having the skill to explain, argue, analyse and  
evaluate—to discuss and maintain a point of view: 
   
3. HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
There are two examination papers, externally assessed at the end of the course (Yr. 11), the 
first worth 40% is 1 hour 45 minutes and the second worth 60% is 2 hours 15 minutes.  They 
are closed book examinations (meaning = NO TEXTS ALLOWED). 

• Paper 1 has a question on Macbeth, which is based on an extract but students will have to 
link this to the rest of the play. Then it has a question on a 19th century fiction text ( The 
Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde) which has the same format. 

• Paper 2 has questions on ‘Animal Farm’ - this does not have an extract.  Then there are 
questions on poetry: the first set of questions are on prepared poetry with one po-
em printed to be compared with one other poem of your choice remembered from an 
anthology.  The second set of questions are on two unseen poems. 

  
4. WHAT WILL BE THE CONTROLLED COURSEWORK & HOMEWORK EXPECTATIONS? 
There is NO COURSEWORK of any kind. 
  
Homework will be set to extend and consolidate the skills that are developed in the  
classroom.  Pupils will be set tasks using questions from GCSE papers. 
  
5. WHAT SKILLS DO I NEED TO BE SUCCESSFUL IN THIS SUBJECT AT GCSE AND BEYOND? 
In English Literature, the following skills are important: 
To understand and respond to texts, maintaining a critical style and using evidence.  
To analyse the techniques used by a writer, using relevant subject terminology.   
To understand the contexts in which texts were written.   
To use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures, with accurate spelling and punctuation. 
  
Students who enjoy reading, analysing and comparing texts excel. English Literature GCSE also 
enables pupils to develop their analytical and essay writing skills. It provides an excellent  
foundation for all essay based subjects at A level. 
 
  
Head of Department:    Miss Gould lgould@adalovelace.org.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

GCSE Exam Board: 
AQA 
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Mathematics  

 
1. WHO IS IT SUITABLE FOR? 

Mathematics is a Core subject, studied by all students. 

  

2. WHAT WILL I LEARN? 

Mathematics GCSE is a 3 year course and builds on the topics studied in Year 9. Topics come 

from the areas of number, algebra, shape and space, data handling & probability and ratio & 

proportion. You will learn how to be more mathematical in the way you work, and how to 

solve a wider range of real life problems, which Maths can be applied to. Mathematics is es-

sential at all levels - from learning how to tackle everyday situations in the shops all the way 

up to using it as an essential part of the sciences, finance and engineering.  

  

3. HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

All GCSE Mathematics exams will be sat at the end of Year 11. There is no coursework  

for GCSE Mathematics. There are 3 examinations, all 1½ hours in length. Paper 1 is a non-

calculator paper, Paper 2 and 3 are calculator papers.. There are two tiers of  

entry: Foundation and Higher. Foundation covers grades 1-5, and Higher covers grades 4-9. 

Your tier of entry will be decided before each exam based on your performance in internal 

school assessments throughout the year.  

  

4. WHAT ARE THE CONTROLLED COURSEWORK & HOMEWORK EXPECTATIONS? 

There is no coursework requirement for any of the Maths qualifications at this level. 

Lesson prep tasks will be set after each lesson, and you will receive regular assessed  

homework tasks, practice exercises completed in your books and online homework from   

Hegarty Maths. To be successful at Maths requires regular practice - and your lesson prep and 

homework is an essential part of this.  

  

5. WHAT SKILLS DO I NEED TO BE SUCCESSFUL IN THIS SUBJECT AT GCSE AND BEYOND? 

A good Mathematician is able to think logically. They can use the techniques they know  

accurately, they know which techniques to use when they are given a problem to solve. They 

can also communicate clearly - using the correct mathematical words and symbols, as well as 

interpreting and checking the answers they find. 

  

Head of Department:   Mrs Williams   nwilliams@adalovelace.org.uk 
    

GCSE Exam Board: 
AQA  
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Science  

1. WHO IS IT SUITABLE FOR? 
 

The majority of students will study combined GCSE 9-1 Science (Double Award), starting in Year 9 

and examined at the end of Year 11.  Exams in Biology, Chemistry and Physics lead to a double 

award GSCE in Combined Science with two GCSEs. 
 

At the beginning of Year 10, a group of very able science students will move onto the separate 

science pathway (Triple Award). They will study GCSE 9-1 Science, as well as some additional con-

tent. They will then complete three separate GCSEs in biology, chemistry and physics.  
 

2. WHAT WILL I LEARN? 
 

In Year 9 – All students study three modules of biology: Key concepts in biology, cells and control 

and exchange and transport in animals; three modules of chemistry: Atomic structure, separating 

techniques and the atmosphere; and three modules in physics: Energy, waves and forces. 
 

In Year 10 - All students study three modules of biology: Genetics; Natural selection and evolution; 

Coordination and control; Plant structure; three modules of chemistry: Bonding and calculating 

masses; Acids and electrolysis; Metals and Rates of Reaction and three modules in physics: Forces, 

electricity and magnetism. 
 

In Year 11 - All students study two modules of biology: Health and disease; Ecosystems, as well as 

revision and synoptic application of biology; one module of chemistry: Physical chemistry as well 

as revision and synoptic application of chemistry; and one module in physics: Radioactivity as well 

as revision and synoptic application of physics.  
 

Separate Science (biology, chemistry and physics GCSE) will cover the same modules but each 

module will include additional content in Years 10 and 11.  Chemistry and Physics will include  

small separate modules.  All three sciences have the same amount of content covered.  

  

3. HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 

There will be quarterly assessments in Year 9, 10 and 11.  
 

During the summer term of Year 11, students will complete their final exams. Double Award  
(combined) Science students will sit two 60 mark, 70 minute papers in each specialism (biology, 
chemistry and physics). Students receive two GCSE grades in Science overall. Triple Award 
(separate) Science students will sit two 100 mark, 105 minute papers in each specialism (biology, 
chemistry and physics). Students receive three GCSE grades overall. 
  
4. WHAT ARE THE CONTROLLED COURSEWORK & HOMEWORK EXPECTATIONS? 
 

In Year 9 students will complete 1-2 past paper style homework tasks per module.  
Past paper style questions will be set as homework fortnightly throughout Year 10 and 11.  
A range of Prep tasks will be set each week. 
There is no coursework aspect of GCSE 9-1 Science.  
  
5. WHAT SKILLS DO I NEED TO BE SUCCESSFUL IN THIS SUBJECT AT GCSE AND BEYOND? 
Science requires students to be organised, as there is a high volume of content to remember.  
Students must be able to investigate questions using planning skills, and draw conclusions from 

data  using their analytical skills. 

  

Head of Science:               Mr Fahy  efahy@adalovelace.org.uk 

 

GCSE Exam Board: 
Edexcel  
 
Entry Requirement: 
To be considered for 
Triple Science you  
will need at least a 
Grade 6+ in  
Year 9 Science and  
English at Q4, a history 
of strong performance 
at quarterly assessment 
points and a positive 
conduct record. This is 
due to the increased 
rigour of the Triple Sci-
ence course.  
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1.WHO IS IT SUITABLE FOR? 
 

RE is a core subject, studied by all students, which prepares them very effectively with aca-

demic skills which will be valuable in their next stage of education or training. 

  

2. WHAT WILL I LEARN? 
 

• Students will learn the beliefs, teachings and practices of Islam and Christianity and apply 
these to a range of ethical and moral issues. 

• Students will develop their knowledge and understanding of religious beliefs, teachings, 
and sources of wisdom and authority, including through their reading of key religious 
texts, other texts, and scriptures of the religions they are studying.  

• Students will develop their ability to construct well-argued, well-informed, balanced and 
structured written arguments, demonstrating their depth and breadth of understanding 
of the subject.  

• Students will be provided with opportunities to engage with questions of belief, value,  
meaning, purpose, truth, and their influence on human life.  
  

3. HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 

During the course of Year 10 & 11, there are four quarterly assessments, based upon the 

GCSE assessment criteria. These internal assessments are designed to prepare each student 

for their external examinations in the summer of Year 11.  

The GCSE summer exam consists of two papers—paper 1 is on religious beliefs & practices 

while paper 2 is on the ethical themes. Both papers are 1hr and 45 mins long and consist of a 

range of different  of shorter recall questions to longer essays, requiring students to identify, 

describe, explain and evaluate a range of beliefs and ideas.  
 

4. WHAT ARE THE CONTROLLED COURSEWORK & HOMEWORK EXPECTATIONS? 
 

There is no controlled coursework. 
 

Homework/Prep Tasks 

Homework and Prep tasks are an important part of the course. They allow students to build 

upon their knowledge and understanding of the topics covered in the lesson as well as  

providing opportunities for own research.  Students are encouraged to watch news  

broadcasts and study daily papers to widen their awareness.  Being aware of current affairs is 

vital for RE as it links in to all of the topics studied. 

  

5. WHAT SKILLS DO I NEED TO BE SUCCESSFUL IN THIS SUBJECT AT GCSE AND BEYOND? 
 

Students should be able to make their own reasoned decisions of religious and moral issues,  

empathise with people whose views are different to their own and communicate their own  

religious and moral views. 

  

 

Head of Department:                  Ms Sandiford  tsandiford@adalovelace.org.uk 

Rel igious  Educat ion  

GCSE Exam Board:  
AQA 
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Key Stage 4 

OPTIONS 

COURSE GUIDE 
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MFL French /Ger man  

 
Who is this course suitable for? 
This course builds upon the skills and knowledge already gained in Key Stage 3 and Year 9, 
and is suitable for all students currently studying languages in Year 9. If you are currently 
studying French and German, you can choose to study both or you can choose between 
the languages. 
 
What will I learn? 
Year 10 Modern Languages will continue studying the 3-year GCSE Curriculum in prepara-
tion for final exams in Year 11. Topics in Year 10 and 11 will include: Lifestyle and Wellbe-
ing, Media and Technology, Studying and Future Plans, and Travel and Tourism. Both 
French and German follow the same course structure and similar content, which means 
that pupils studying two languages often find that the two languages compliment each 
other. 
 
How will I be assessed? 
Students will be assessed in Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. Each skill will be 
worth 25% of the GCSE, and all exams will take place in Year 11. There is no coursework 
or controlled assessments. Reading and listening assessments will be based on a pre-
scribed vocabulary list. 
 
How does this prepare me for the future? 
The GCSE course will prepare students for A-Level study, university and a variety of jobs 
which use the skills that learning languages develops, such as good communication, un-
derstanding and appreciation of other cultures, logic, memorisation, dedication and appli-
cation of knowledge in a variety of situations.  
 
 
Who should I speak to? 
Mr Lobo ( Head of MFL) jlobo@adalovelace.org.uk 
Ms Rodgers ( Subject Lead French)  krodgers@adalovelace.org.uk 
 

 
 

GCSE Exam Board: 
AQA 
 
Entry Requirement: 
 
Must be studying the 
language in Year 9.  
Students must achieve a 
4– to study either lan-
guage at GCSE. The en-
try requirement is the 
same for students wish-
ing to study 2 languages. 
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Ar t  

Who is this course suitable for? 
This course is suitable for students who wish to build creative skills through learning and do-
ing and by developing imaginative and intuitive ways of working. Students will develop 
knowledge and understanding of Art and materials in historical and contemporary contexts. 
Art can take time and therefore students need to be willing to put in the time and effort. This 
subject requires a minimum of 1.5 hours a week of prep.  
 
What will I learn? 
Pupils will work in a broad range of materials and refine their skills. Art helps students be-
come versatile thinkers – creative yet analytical, organised yet able to take imaginative leaps. 
As well as learning about the application of media, such as Acrylic painting, perspective draw-
ing and print making, students will also be taught Art History as written analysis plays a sig-
nificant role at GCSE level. Year 10 starts with a series of workshops to build great pupils’ 
skills. The main coursework and exam units are then more open for pupils to use their own 
artist choices, ideas and materials.  
 
How will I be assessed? 
You will produce 2 coursework projects and 1 exam project over the 2 years. Each project is 
assessed on 4 objectives: Analysis, Experimentation, Drawing and Final Outcomes, each with 
equal weighting. The coursework projects make up 60% of the GCSE and the exam unit makes 
up 40% of the GCSE. Due to the course being 100% coursework, pupils must have excellent 
attendance to keep up with the workload. 
 
How does this prepare me for the future? 
Pupils studying Art may go onto further study in areas such as Architecture, Fashion Design, 
Fine Art, etc… Many employers want to recruit people who are lateral thinkers and creative 
problem-solvers - natural qualities of artists and designers. By working on projects that com-
bine a number of varied steps students learn to be thorough and to think and plan effectively. 
Successful students will also learn patience and perseverance. Multi-stage projects, deadlines 
which cover several weeks of work at a time, and open ended outcomes all encourage stu-
dents to act independently and take responsibility for their own progress – functional skills 
that are critical to a successful adult life.  
 
Who should I speak to?  
Miss Sullivan (Head of Art/Graphics) ksullivan@adalovelace.org.uk 
 

 

 

 
 

GCSE Exam Board: 
AQA 
 
Entry Requirement: 
 
Students should ideally 
have studied Art in 
Year 9, however, if 
they haven’t and wish 
to take Art for GCSE, 
they must produce a 
few pieces of work 
before the end of the 
Summer Term to 
showcase their ability 
to the Head of Art.  
 
Students should have a 
passion to be creative, 
enjoy improving their 
art skills, be dedicated 
to completing work 
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Graphics  

Who is this course suitable for? 
This course is suitable for students who wish to build their digital creative skills. Pupils will be 
learning to work to a client brief and build confidence in using digital technologies. Graphics 
can take time and therefore students need to be willing to put in the time and effort. This 
subject requires a minimum of 1.5 hours a week of prep.  
 
What will I learn? 
Pupils will learn in greater depth digital software such as Photoshop and Illustrator. They will 
also learn about key design principles and how to apply them when creating their work. They 
will look at historic and contemporary designers in relation to the world of work within the 
Graphics spectrum. Year 10 starts with a series of workshops to great build pupils’ skills. The 
main coursework and exam units are then more open for pupils to use their own artistic 
choices, ideas and materials.  
 
How will I be assessed? 
You will produce 2 coursework projects and 1 exam project over the 2 years. Each project is 
assessed on 4 objectives: Analysis, Experimentation, Drawing and Final Outcomes, each with 
equal weighting. The coursework projects make up 60% of the GCSE and the exam unit 
makes up 40% of the GCSE. Due to the course being 100% coursework, pupils must have ex-
cellent attendance to keep up with the workload. 
 
How does this prepare me for the future? 
Pupils studying Graphics may go onto further study in areas such as Graphic Design, Game 
Design, Editorial Design, Branding, Web Design, etc… By working on projects that combine a 
number of varied steps students learn to be thorough and to think and plan effectively. Suc-
cessful students will also learn patience and perseverance. Multi-stage projects, deadlines 
which cover several weeks of work at a time, and open ended outcomes all encourage stu-
dents to act independently and take responsibility for their own progress – functional skills 
that are critical to a successful adult life.  
 
Who should I speak to? 
Miss Sullivan (Head of Art/Graphics) ksullivan@adalovelace.org.uk 

GCSE Exam Board: 
AQA 
 
Entry Requirement: 
Students should have 
ideally studied Graphics 
in Year 9, however, if 
they haven’t and wish to 
take Graphics for GCSE, 
they must produce a few 
pieces of digital work 
showcasing their talents 
and suitability to show to 
the Head of Art/Graphics. 
Students should have a 
passion to be creative, 
enjoy improving their 
Graphics skills, be dedi-
cated to completing work 
and be willing to step 
outside their comfort 
zone. 
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Computer  Science  

 

Who is this course suitable for? 
The Computer Science GCSE enables students to work with real-world, practical programming 
techniques that give them a good understanding of what makes technology work. You should 
have a real passion for programming outside the classroom and the thought of independently 
researching, trialling and testing programming code should excite you! If you enjoy compu-
ting, mathematics and like solving logic problems, then this could be something you may en-
joy. 
 
What will I learn? 
1. Fundamentals of algorithms 
2. Programming 
3. Fundamentals of data representation 
4. Computer systems 
5. Fundamentals of computer networks 
6. Fundamentals of cyber security 
7. Relational Databases & structured query language (SQL) 
8. Ethical, legal and environmental impacts of digital technology on wider society, includ-

ing issues of privacy 
 
How will I be assessed? 
You will sit two written papers at the end of Year 11. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Who should I speak to? 
Mr Huxtable (Head of Computing) ahuxtable@adalovelace.org.uk 
 

 

 
 

GCSE Exam Board: 
AQA 
 
Entry Requirement: 
 
Achieve at least a grade 
6 in the Q4 computing 
assessment 
 
Have a genuine passion 
for computing, program-
ming, coding and prob-
lem solving outside the 
classroom 

 

Paper 1: Computational thinking and problem solving (2 
hours) 

50% of GCSE 

Paper 2: Theoretical Knowledge (1hr 45mins) 50% of GCSE 
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Drama 

Who is this course suitable for?  
Drama is best suited to students who: work well both independently and in teams, feel comforta-
ble performing in front of audiences, enjoy working creatively, are compassionate and enjoy see-
ing situations from other people’s points of view, enjoy the creative side of English or are interest-
ed in working with people in the future  
 
What will I learn?  
The Drama GCSE is divided into 3 components:  
Component 1: Devising. Students work in groups to create a piece of from a selection of stimuli. 
They perform these pieces and write a portfolio to analyse and evaluate the creative process. 
Component 2: Performance from Text. Students interpret and explore two extracts from a perfor-
mance text. 
Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice. Students study one complete performance text. They 
will also go to see multiple live theatre performances as their exam also requires a live theatre 
evaluation. 
 
How will I be assessed?  

• Devising Drama (40%)  
 Students perform their devised piece  
 Students complete a portfolio 

• Performance from text (20%)  
 Students perform their two scenes from a play of their choice  

• Understanding Drama (40%)  
 Students sit a 1hour 45 minute written exam in 3 sections:  
 Section A: Bringing texts to life  
 Section B: Live Theatre Evaluation  
 
How does this prepare me for the future?  
Drama students go on to pursue careers in Performing Arts, the Entertainment Industry, Media, 
Politics, Teaching, Events Management, etc. While Universities view Drama A level in conjunction 
with other appropriate subjects as acceptable for study in Medicine and Law.  
 
Who should I speak to? 
Mr Giles (Head of Drama) pgiles@adalovelace.org.uk 

 
 

  

  

  

EXAM BOARD/SYLLABUS: 

EDEXCEL 2DR01 

  

MINIMUM ENTRY  

REQUIREMENTS: 

NO FURTHER NATIONAL 

CURRICULUM LEVEL  

REQUIREMENTS   

COMMITMENT IN  

LESSONS THROUGHOUT 

YEAR 9 AND COMPLETION 

OF SET HOMEWORK.  

A STRONG FLAIR FOR  

PERFORMANCE. 

GCSE Exam Board: 
Edexcel 
 
Entry Requirement: 
 
This is a minimum re-
quirement of a grade 3 in 
English. 
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Fur ther  Maths  

Who is this course suitable for? 
The opportunity to learn Further Maths will be made available (towards the end of year 10) to 
those who frequently achieve strong marks in their Maths assessments and have demonstrat-
ed a keenness to learn more mathematical concepts. Students who wish to be stretched and 
challenged will learn Further Maths content in preparation for sitting a GCSE in Further Maths 
at the end of Year 11. This course builds upon the skills and knowledge already gained in Key 
Stage 3 and normal GCSE Maths. By studying this additional GCSE, it will prepare students well 
for studying Maths at A-Level.  
  
Off-track students may be removed from the course at the discretion of the Head of Department 
and Head of Year.  

  
  
What will I learn? 
Students will have an opportunity to extend the Maths they learn in lessons, beyond the GCSE 
Maths specification. They will learn methods such as calculus, advanced trigonometry and 
matrices. The Further Maths GCSE will also build on the high level Algebra that students have 
been learning in Maths and will prepare students well for A Level Maths. 
 
 
How will I be assessed? 
Students will sit external examinations in Year 11. This will consist of 2 papers, one calculator 
and one non-calculator. 
  
How does this prepare me for the future? 
The GCSE course will prepare students for further academic study, university and a variety of 
jobs which use the skills that Maths develops, such as logical thinking, problem solving, mem-
orisation and conceptual understanding  
  
Who should I speak to? 
Miss N Cumming (Head of Maths)   ncumming@adalovelace.org.uk 

GCSE Exam Board: 
AQA 
 
Entry Requirement: 
Students should be 
achieving marks in the 
top 20% of their year 
group in order to be con-
sidered 



 

 

Physica l  Educat ion  

 
Who is this course suitable for? 
• Students who enjoy science and PE 
• Students who are curious  about careers in sport. 
• Students who are curious about how the body works to produce movement and how 

we can sustain optimal health 
• Students who are already playing 2 sports at a high level.  
•  
What will I learn? 
• Anatomy and physiology 
• Movement in physical activity and sport,  and how it is produced 
• The socio-cultural influences on sports and participation in sports'  
• Well being in physical activity and sport. 
• You will learn to analyse and evaluate performance to bring about improvement. 
• You will also develop skills in some new sports to enable you to have more choice when 

selecting your sports to be assessed.  
 
How will I be assessed? 
You will sit 2 exams which make up 60% of your GCSE, complete one piece of coursework 
which will make up 10% of your GCSE and be assessed in your performance in three sports , 
one team, one individual and one which is either team or individual. This will make up 30%of 
your grade.  
 
How does this prepare me for the future? 
You would be able to go on and study A Level Pe and then go on to complete a sports related 
degree. With a degree you could go on to become a Physiotherapist, Sports Researcher, 
Strength and Conditioning Coach, PE Teacher, Sports reporter, Sports Analyst or Nutritionist 
You could choose to go and study a different level 3 course in sports  which would give you 
access to either university or some careers in sports such as coaching, becoming a sports co-
ordinator, a personal trainer or an officiator. 
 
Who should I speak to? 
Ms Wells (Head of PE) awells@adalovelace.org.uk 
Mr Knox (head of Boys PE) wknox@adalovelace.org.uk 
 
 

GCSE Exam Board: 
AQA 
 
Entry Requirement: 
 
No previous subject expe-
rience necessary (did not 
have to take Y9 sports 
Science). Students should 
achieve a minimum of 
4+in science at the end of 
year 9 Q4.  
Must have 2 high level 
sports which you can be 
moderated in (i.e. must 
be part of a sports club/
play to a high standard 
and have the approval of 
Head of PE) 
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Geography  

 
Who is this course suitable for? 
Geography is best suited to students who: 
• Are curious about how the world works (the climate, ecosystems, global develop-

ment, physical processes). 
• Want to use real-world data, e.g. maps or graphs,  to make predictions or decisions 

and solve global issues such as poverty, inequality, environmental decline 
• Have an interest in politics and current affairs e.g. migration, globalisation, climate 

change. 
• Want to deepen their understanding about diverse places, people, resources and 

natural and human environments  
• Are interested in our responsibility to be sustainable. 
 
What will I learn? 
Geography is split across human and physical topics:  
• Physical geography includes climate, extreme weather hazards, ecosystems and 

biodiversity, coastal landforms and processes and river landforms and processes.  
• Human geography includes global development, resource management (with a fo-

cus on sustainable energy) and changing urban environments both in the UK and in 
the wider world.  

 
How will I be assessed? 
There will be 3 exams, which are 1 hour 30 minutes each. One physical, one human and 
one on UK Challenges and fieldwork. You will answer a range of question types from 1 
mark to 8 mark. 
There is no coursework, however you will complete two fieldwork investigations. 
 
How does this prepare me for the future? 
Geography provides the skills needed in a range of professions: international development, 
sustainable energy, data analytics, journalism, environmental science, consultancy and 
business to name a few. Students interested in Environmental Science, Earth Science, Geol-
ogy, Sociology, Politics, Biology, Urban Planning, Civil Engineering, International Develop-
ment would all benefit from having studied Geography.  
 
Who should I speak to? 
Mr  Doyle (Head of Geography)  jdoyle@adalovelace.org.uk 
  
  
 

  

GCSE Exam Board: 
Edexcel  
 
This is a minimum re-
quirement of a grade 3 in 
your Q4 exam to study 
Geography. 
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 History  

Who is this course suitable for? 
History is best suited to students who: 
• Are intrigued by the past and want to discover how the world evolved 
• Ask questions, look beyond headlines, and express informed opinions 
• Enjoy researching and locating and sifting through evidence to find out what is useful 

and reliable 
• Are literary minded and enjoy reading around their subject 
• Able to present ideas to the class and engage in debates and discussions. 
  
What will I learn? 
The GCSE History content comprises the following elements: 

• one period study 

• one thematic study 

• one wider world depth study 

• one British depth study including the historic environment. 
 
The units the students will be studying are as follows: 
 
Paper 1: Understanding the modern world 

Section A: 1C America 1920-1973: Opportunity and Inequality 
Section B: Conflict and tension between East and West, 1945–1972 

 
Paper 2: Shaping the nation 

Section A: 2A Britain: Health and the people: c1000 to the present day 
Section B: Elizabethan England, c1568–1603 
 

How will I be assessed? 
This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their exams at the end of the 
course. GCSE History students must sit two exams: 
 
Paper 1: Understanding the modern world 
 

• Written exam: 2 hours 

• 84 marks (including 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar) 
50% of GCSE 

 
 
Paper 2: Shaping the nation 
 

• Written exam: 2 hours 

• 84 marks (including 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar) 
50% of GCSE 

 
How does this prepare me for the future? 
If you enjoy History, it can lead you to a great future and opens up broad career routes. Histo-
ry provides students with skills of analysis, evaluation, research, writing and enables a deeper 
understanding of society. These skills are suited to so many careers such as: Law, Medicine, 
Business, Finance, Marketing, Tourism, Town planning, Politics, Journalism, Research and aca-
demia, to name but a few.  
 
Who should I speak to? 
Miss Newson (Head of History) hnewson@adalovelace.org.uk  
 

GCSE Exam Board: 
AQA 
 
Entry Requirement: 
At least a grade 3+ in 
your Q4 exam to study 
History. 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/history-8145/subject-content/understanding-the-modern-world#1_2_1_4
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/history-8145/subject-content/understanding-the-modern-world#id-Conflict_and_tension_between_East_and_West_1945_1970_1_2_2_3
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/history-8145/subject-content/shaping-the-nation#id-Migration_and_Empire_Britain_s_changing_identity_c1000AD_present_day_1_3_1_3
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/history-8145/subject-content/shaping-the-nation#id
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 Music  
Who is this course suitable for? 
This course is for passionate musicians from any background to advance their musical skills 
alongside their peers. If you are creative and expressive, like working with others and enjoy 
subjects with a practical component, you will be very well suited to the course. If you are al-
ready undertaking instrumental lessons, you will  possess some of the skills necessary to suc-
ceed.  
 
What will I learn? 
The GCSE Music course enables students to become well-rounded musicians— to understand 
music well, to be able to perform confidently and to a high standard, and to write original 
music with evidence of technique and merit. More generally, the course facilitates pupils be-
coming more courageous through performance. It helps pupils to exercise leadership through 
team-work and rewards pupils who are organised and insightful. Finally, it exposes pupils to a 
wide range of music styles from across the world and through different eras of history— from 
a global repertoire of traditional music to the chart-topping successes of the modern era.  
 
How will I be assessed? 
1. A listening exam (90 minutes): 40% 
2. Two performance recordings (one solo, one ensemble): 30% 
3. A portfolio of two compositions: 30% 
 
 
How does this prepare me for the future? 
Creative industries provide 1.7m jobs each year in the UK. Further education in music can 
open many doors into the industry, including careers in sound production, song-writing, com-
posing music for film and TV, teaching, music therapy and performance.  
 
Beyond the world of work, musicianship is an enriching and widely admired social commodi-
ty. Successful students will practice discipline, perseverance, courageousness and creativity, 
and be highly organised in order to meet the demands of the course.  These attributes are 
universally sought by employers and will stand students in good stead for their adult lives.  
 
Who should I speak to? 
Mr N. Smith (Head of Music) nasmith@adalovelace.org.uk 

GCSE Exam Board: 
AQA 
 
Entry Requirement: 

Requirement that they 
have previously stud-
ied year 9 GCSE PE. 
 
Minimum of 5 in Sci-
ence and year 9 GCSE 
PE end of year assess-
ment)  
 
Students who do not 
achieve a Grade 5, will 
have to make a personal 
application to the Head 
of PE.  

 
Evidence of high-level 
performance in two 
sports outside of les-
sons 
 
Compulsory attend-
ance to at least 1 
school sports club per 
week inside of school, 
and be participating in 
a community club out-
side of school. 
 
 

GCSE Exam Board: 
AQA 
 
Entry Requirement: 
Students should have 
experience as an instru-
mentalist or singer and 
should be deemed suffi-
ciently musical by the 
head of music. All pupils 
succeeding on the year 
9 course will be accept-
ed. It is possible that 
capable musicians can 
succeed on the GCSE 
without having studied 
the year 9 course, but it 
will require a special 
application via the head 
of music.  

 
 

  



 

 

Careers Information Advice & Guidance 
 

Introduction: 
Selecting GCSE options is an important decision for Year 9 students. Ensuring that students select appropriate and suitable 
GCSE options can lead to successful progress and progression on a pathway that is most suitable for each individual student.  
When making their choices students should consider; what subjects they enjoy, what subjects they are good at and which 
options will be most suited to their Post 16  (T-Levels, A-Levels, BTECs, Apprenticeships) and Post 18 (Degree, Apprenticeship, 
Employment) plans.  Students will have had the opportunity to engage in different GCSE subjects in their Year 9 elective 
choices. They will have also explored different pathways and progression routes throughout the pastoral programme and in 
options evenings.  
 
If you would like to talk about your GCSE options and discuss future pathways in more detail, then please speak to Mr Cahill  
or your child’s tutor. 
 
Useful Websites: 
 
www.careerpilot.org.uk 
This website gives you an overview of different options and Pathways at Post 14, Post 16 and Post 18  
 
www.connexions-tw.co.uk 
Impartial careers IAG for students between 13-19  
 
www.beyond16.co.uk 
Post 16 and Post 18 options specifically for students in West London  
 
www.youthemployment.org.uk 
This website contains simple tests that young people can do to give them some guidance about Careers Choices.  
 
www.ucasprogress.com  
This website will allow you to explore Post-16 Options including T-Levels, A Levels and vocational courses (Level 2 & 3). Find 
out what the entry requirements are for Sixth Form and college so that you can start planning ahead.  
  
www.ucas.com 
This site has every degree course in the country listed. You will find information on everything you need to know, from  
entry requirements to course content. The site also links to all the university websites.  
   
www.university.which.co.uk                                                                                                                                                                                  
This is a great new free site which provides comprehensive and high-quality information about degree courses, universities, 
entry requirements and more.  

  
https://www.gov.uk/apprenticeships-guide 
The government apprenticeships site will be of interest to you if you might be looking for work after your GCSEs or T-Levels/
A levels. 
This site has comprehensive information on the wide range of apprenticeships on offer, including current vacancies.  
 
 

Executive Headteacher         Headteacher 
                      Dame Alice Hudson                        Mr  Keir Smith 

 
 

                                         
   

t: (020) 3540 0200  

Ada Lovelace CofE  High 

W: www.adalovelace.org.uk         E: office@adalovelace.org.uk 

https://www.careerpilot.org.uk
https://www.connexions-tw.co.uk
http://www.beyond16.co.uk
http://www.ucas.ac.uk/
http://www.ucas.ac.uk/
http://www.university.which.co.uk/

