ENGLISH CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
Intent
Summary of curriculum intent

Through the curriculum, we want to give students the range of skills that they need to comprehend, appreciate and evaluate a range of texts, as well as produce texts for a
variety of audiences and purposes. We therefore take an integrated approach to the teaching of reading and writing and put literacy at the heart of the curriculum: we use
the reciprocal reading strategy from Year 7 upwards, equipping students with the skills of predicting, clarifying, questioning and summarising in order to ensure that they
have the resilience to deal with unseen texts of at all ability levels.

Our curriculum is designed to be interesting and challenging in its content; we follow a spiral model to give students the opportunity to revisit key skills and content we an
increasing level of challenge as they progress through the Key Stages.

Though the design of individual lessons and outcomes are skills focussed, the curriculum as a whole is designed to be knowledge rich; we hope to build students’ cultural
capital and to give them a framework for accessing a range of texts independently, both for information and pleasure. Our aim is to ensure that students are exposed to a
range of pre 1900 fiction and non-fiction across Years 7 to 9, as well as in Key Stage 4, in order to develop their cultural capital and their vocabulary. We feel that this equips
them to deal with English Language Paper 2 at GCSE, but also to access many of the canonical literary texts that we encourage them to read in their own time.

We are ambitious in setting out the skills that we want students to master in each key stage. Though we use the GCSE assessment objectives as a framework, we have
created detailed learning ladders for Key Stage 3 and 4 (these are divided into Literature and Language at KS4), which mean that the assessment system continually informs
the skills that teachers focus on through the curriculum. In creating these, we have also been able to break down the subject specific skills that are fundamental to teaching
English and map out the ways in which students can progress in these. At the top levels, our aim is to take students beyond the GCSE requirements to think about reading
and writing texts in a highly critical way, making well informed personal judgements. As part of this, we have a SHINE lecture series at KS4, where teachers deliver 15
minute university style lectures designed to get students to think beyond the GCSE Curriculum.

Like all subjects, we have a three tiered curriculum in English: Advanced, Higher and Core. All students have the same learning objectives and follow the same overarching
curriculum, however we used the skills ladders and to ensure that students are given outcomes that they can meet and that will stretch them. We work hard to ensure that
students with additional needs can access the curriculum. We offer additional exam support or differentiated exam papers in the lower years and withdraw this gradually as
they progress through the school so that they are able to access their GCSEs with the access arrangements they have been granted.

Students have numerous opportunities beyond the classroom to broaden and deepen their knowledge, including reading groups (who take part in Ealing Teen Reads and
the Carnegie Book Award), school newspaper and numerous trips to locations around London including the Globe Theatre and Dickens’ house. Every term, we have a ‘Love
Literacy Week’, where we host a range of events across the school to celebrate reading, writing, speaking and listening.

The literacy skills that students learn in English are transferable to their subjects across the school and students see the same visual cues in all of their lessons to indicate
the strategies that they can use to decode texts. Students are also trained as lead learners through their English lessons and use these skills across the school.



Implementation

Key principles of unit planning

In terms of the objectives and outcomes of lessons, we take a skills based approach to our lessons. Through the three tiered outcomes, students should be able to
understand how to break skills down on a granular level and make qualitative judgements about their work. This enables them to measure their progress against key skills
clearly. Every lesson therefore has a reflection task within it, usually taking the form of self or peer- assessment. Students are regularly given the opportunity to look at
model responses or to construct these as a class to ensure that they clearly understand how to demonstrate these skills. The outcomes are also designed to offer
differentiation within the lesson, rather than sequencing the learning. This means that not all students reach gold every lesson, but we do expect them to strive for the best
outcome that they can achieve. Activities in lessons include challenge, stretch and support tasks which help them to develop their thinking. Lesson prep is set consistently
and either consolidates learning or, more often, is used to prepare them for the next lesson.

Skills are progressively introduced to students. When students come in Year 7, we want them to master the analytical paragraph and descriptive writing inspired by an
image. We understand that the focus on the writer’s intention and on exploring the effects of language can be a challenge for students who are accustomed to more short
answer responses and to information retrieval or inference based questions in Key Stage 2. We therefore begin with a highly structured approach to analytical writing and
gradually teach them how to develop this into a complete essay. As they progress from Year 7, we teach students to write with greater fluency and less reliance on the
mnemonic that we use as a teaching aid initially. We also broaden the range of text types that they need to master in their writing, teaching them the features of form, but
also how to skilfully adapt their writing to audience and purpose.

The sequencing of the curriculum means that students should be able to develop schematic connections as they work through the units, building up their content
knowledge as they progress through each year. Language and Literature skills are taught in an integrated way in Years 7- 9, with students studying a range of non-fiction
texts that offer context and concepts that apply to their Literature units. Each unit has a wider reading list attached to it and a key vocabulary sheet with the Tier 2 and Tier
3 vocabulary that we would like students to master. In Key Stage 3, students study two Shakespeare plays, ‘Twelfth Night’ and ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’. This allows
them to explore the generic conventions of comedy through the characters of Malvolio and Puck, providing a contrast to their study of the tragic play ‘Macbeth’ in Key
Stage 4. In Key Stage 4, the use of exploration units means that students are able to explore texts in an increasingly critical way by analysing it from different perspectives
each time they re-visit them.

All schemes of work are planned centrally within the department for the Advanced, Higher and Core groups. However, teachers are ultimately responsible for ensuring that
the curriculum is delivered in a way that is suitable for the needs of their class. Providing students cover the key content and skills, there is flexibility to adapt lessons and to
re-shape lessons when students have struggled to master a particular skill or comprehend new content.

Students with a reading age below 10 are automatically enrolled onto our Literacy programme, with additional literacy sessions run every week as part of their core elective
timetable. Structured discussion is also a cornerstone of the way that English is taught at the trust and students are encouraged to develop their spoken language skills
through debate, discussion, pair and group work.



Impact
Key assessment principles

Routines within English lessons are set up to ensure that they are plenty of opportunities for low stakes testing; students are used to using mini whiteboards and traffic light
cards to give teachers regular opportunities to assess their learning.

Students are well versed in peer and self- assessment routines, and will habitually monitor their progress against the outcomes in each lesson. They are also given the
opportunity to reflect on their progress at key assessment points in the units, following standardised and quarterly assessments. They keep a record of their targets from
these and are given time to return to these and to apply these targets to new pieces of work.

Though there are four assessment points in the year, Q2 and Q4 exams are designed to assess everything that they have learned up to that point in the year, and will always
assess both reading and writing.

The spiral design of the curriculum means that we regularly ask students to recall information and knowledge learned in previous units. Teachers also use regular low stakes
testing, particularly in Key Stage 4 Literature lessons, to ensure that students have secure textual and contextual knowledge.

Every quarter, key stage leads within the department use their analysis to highlight issues with the curriculum or assessment frameworks. Teachers are also encouraged to
identify key skills and knowledge gaps for their own students and to use this to inform their medium and long term planning.

They key principle within English is that assessment is consistently used to inform our teaching practice. Assessment points are used to assess students’ progress against key
skills and to ensure that we adapt curriculum resources or lesson routines to enable them to make better progress.
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Reading lessons: We also have our wider reading texts for reading lessons, which are linked to these units in terms of themes/ genre/ context/ form etc. Teachers can choose from the following texts: ‘Of Mice and Men’, ‘To Kill a
Mockingbird’, ‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’, ‘The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time’, ‘An Inspector Calls’, ‘The Great Gatsby’, ‘The Picture of Dorian Gray’, ‘Atonement’, ‘Enduring Love' and any other class set from the

classics collection.

Writing skills — Reading Skills - Language Paper skills (Section A/ Spoken Language) - Contfext/ Building Cultural Capital -




