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Welcome to our Year 11 Key 
to Success Evening
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Aims

• To share with you a timeline for the year.

• To give you hints and tips on how to support your child and share where you 
and they can access support in school.

• To share with you the examination expectations and official JCQ guidance.

• To share general revision techniques and subject specific information for 
English, Mathematics and Science.
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Support Available

Class Teachers
Form Tutors
Mrs Robertson – Progress Leader for Year 11 B6
Miss Tunley – Assistant Headteacher – KS4 Standards
SEN Team
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The countdown begins...

130 days
26 weeks

Every day and every lesson 
counts!



Key Dates
• 30th October – Maths Mock
• 31st October -  English Language
• 10th October – Reports home
• 16th November– Parents’ Evening 1
• 27th November – French speaking mocks
• 4th December – Art & Photography mocks
• 9th -22nd January – Mocks
• 8th March – Mock results morning
• 11th March – Reports sent home
• 14th March - Parents’ Evening 2
• 22nd April – Art and Photography practical exams
• 9th May  to Friday 26th June – Exams (6 weeks)
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Why Revise?

Revision is important because 
it helps you remember facts, 
figures and topics that you 

were taught some time ago. 

If done correctly revision will 
increase your confidence and 
reduce anxiety around exams.
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Strategies for revision

1 2 3
Planning & 

Organisation 
Chunking Spacing
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1. Planning & Organisation

It is a good idea to create a revision 
timetable to help you make the most of 
your time and to ensure you've scheduled 
time for rest and other activities as well as 
for homework and revision.
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Revision Timetable
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2. Chunking

• Is technique which can improve your 
memory.

• Chunking is the process of taking 
individual pieces of information 
(chunks) and grouping them into 
larger units.



Unit 

Topic 1 

Topic 2 

Concept 1 

Concept 2 

Concept 3 

Concept 4  

Item 5  

Item 5  

Item 7  

Item 8  

Item 1 

Item 2  

Item 3 

Item 4  
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Chunking Example
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3. Spacing

Spacing combines timing and types of 
revision to encourage the learner to think 

about what they are reviewing and 
distributing their efforts over time
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Spacing

• It allows you time for topics to be forgotten and 
relearnt.

• It cements information into your long-term 
memory.







Time to the test Revision Gap 

1 Week 1-2 days

1 Month 1 week

3 Months 2 weeks

6 Months 3 weeks

1 Year 1 month 

Optimum Spacing
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Example
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Independent Learning Strategies
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1. Quizzing - Flashcards

• Using flashcards is a repetition strategy.

• They are a simple ‘cue’ on the front and 
an ‘answer’ on the back. 

• Flashcards engage “active recall”.



1 2 3 4

All flash cards 
start off in Box / 
Stack 1. 

As you review 
the cards, each 
card you answer 
correctly goes 
into Box 2. 

If you give the 
wrong answer 

the card stays in 
box 1. 

If you get a card 
wrong in any 
box, it goes 

back to Box 1. 

When you 
review cards in 
Box 2, if you still 
get it right you 
move the card to 
box 3 and so on 
until all cards are 
in Box 4.  
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2. Quizzing – Mind maps

• A visual way to show information
• One mind map per topic
• Details are short and to the point
• Colour and images are important



Altruism – Leadership – Diversity – Excellence - Resilience

1. Start Use your notes to create a 
mind map

Pin them up so you can 
see them

2. During

Draw it from memory3. Test





Altruism – Leadership – Diversity – Excellence - Resilience

3. Mnemonics

To remember important points.

B- Blame
R- Reparations
A- Army
T – Territory 

To remember the terms of the Treaty of 
Versailles.





4. Condense it

When reading a detailed piece of information highlight or note 
key points.

Then condense it down further to 4 or 5 sentences or even 
trigger words.





Henry VIII was King of England from 1509 
until his death in 1547. Henry is said to have 
been an attractive, well-built and very 
athletic man, accomplished at many sports. 
Later on in life, he had a succession of health 
problems, partly due to becoming very 
obese. He is famed for having been married 
six times. He divorced two of his wives, 
another two of his wives were beheaded, 
one wife died and then Henry himself died 
whilst married to his sixth and final wife. As 
well as being married six times, Henry is 
known to have had many affairs. Henry VIII is 
also famous for his part in the English 
Reformation - the creation of the Church of 
England by separation from the Roman 
Catholic Church. His squabbles with Rome, 
which were mainly due to the issues 
surrounding divorce, eventually led to the 
dissolution of the monasteries and the 
establishment of himself as the Supreme 
Head of the Church of England.
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5. Knowledge Drop

This could be a great task for knowledge recall 
from a previous lesson or a topic studied some 

weeks ago.

It could be a spider diagram or a list of 
important points.
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6. Explain and Elaborate

Elaboration leads to greater understanding of 
content and enables better explanation and 
evidence.
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1. Clarify What does this mean?

Why does this matter?
2. Analyse

What would happen if….?3. Speculate

4 .Contextualise 
How does this relate to…..?
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Geography
•Explain the causes of coastal erosion
•Explain how destructive waves erode the coastline.
•Compare erosion to other geographical processes.

Physical education
•What does term cardiovascular mean?
•Why does alcohol increase blood pressure?
•How does this relate to sport?
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7. Talk until you stop

Talk about a topic without repetition for 1 
minute. 

The aim is to verbalise your understanding of a 
topic and hopefully recall lots of information.
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Good Routines at Home
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Examination Information
Mrs Lyne-Bennett

Exams Officer



Publish Start times:
AM sessions are 09:00am
PM sessions are 1.30PM

Exam season 24:
09/5/24-26/6/24

Results day 24:
22/08/24

JCQ & awarding bodies

Clashes



Once the planning process is complete 
your child will be given a personalised 
examination timetable along with their 
seat number for each exam (if 
completing exams in the hall).

If your child arrives after published 
start time they will be refused entry



JCQ 
Regulations

Students are to arrive at their exam room at least 5 minutes prior 
to the start time

Students enter the examination room in complete silence and 
with nothing but equipment

Exam papers must not be opened until they are told to do so by 
the invigilator/member of staff

The invigilators cannot help students

The invigilators are thoroughly trained

Students are not permitted to leave the exam room for any 
reason unless AA



JCQ Regulations

 If your child misses an examination they will not get a chance to resit or re do it at 
Alder.

 If your child is absent

 Holidays are not considered a serious/genuine reason



Transparent 
equipment 





GCSE

Revision support in 

science

Sept 2023



Subject handbooks

 Qualification structure

 Exam information

 Content overview

 Key 'threads'



Subject handbooks

 Key 'threads'



Checklists

• Useful for students at the 

beginning of the revision 

process.

• Available for each unit.

file://ALD-FILE01/StaffArea$/Science/Development/Key Stage 3/KS3 scheme of learning/Biology units/B5 Classification and cycles in nature/Revision, assessment and feedback/B5 assessment follow-up lesson.pptx


Exam practice presentations

• Exam question and 

corresponding mark scheme 

on each slide

• One presentation for every unit



Knowledge organisers

• Knowledge organisers 

available for each unit



Revision guides

• CGP revision guide packages are 
available for all Year 11 students 
to purchase via ParentPay

• All packs come with a revision 
guide, a question book and an 
answer booklet



Suggested websites

• GCSE - BBC Bitesize

o The BBC Bitesize website offers revision summaries, quizzes and exam-style 

questions.

• Free Homework & Revision for A Level, GCSE, KS3 & KS2 (senecalearning.com)

o Seneca Learning is a free homework and revision resource for students. 

Teachers can provide a log in code so students can complete specific tasks at 

home, or students can access the website independently for their own 

revision.

• eBook Revision | Pearson Revise | Pearson UK

o Pearson now offer an e-book as an alternative to buying individual revision 

guides. Parents can pay a small monthly subscription which gives students 

access to all the revision guides they need in one place.

• Primrose Kitten - YouTube

o Chemistry and physics revision videos.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://www.pearson.com/uk/web/pearson-revise/ebook-revision.html?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIhsrNz8zN-gIVB-ztCh2Sigm6EAAYASAAEgJSHPD_BwE
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=primrose+kitten


Support in lessons

Students are expected to revise as
homework for each GCSE end of unit
assessment.

All science teachers upload revision 
checklists, summary presentations and 
exam questions to Microsoft Teams for 
each class throughout each year, 
updating the information available at 
the end of every  unit.  All students 
have a log in for this.

They will always have homework to
complete!



GCSE REVISION SUPPORT 
IN ENGLISH

Miss Lang, Curriculum Lead of English



GCSE English: The Exams

ENGLISH LITERATURE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-
century novel
• Section A: Shakespeare – Romeo and 

Juliet
• Section B: The 19th Century Novel- 

Frankenstein

Paper 1: Explorations in creative 
reading and writing
• Reading (25%)- one single unseen 

text
• Writing (25%)- writing to describe or 

narrate

Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry
• Section A: Modern Texts- An 

Inspector  Calls
• Section B: Poetry – Power and 

Conflict
• Section C: Unseen Poetry

Paper 2: Writers' viewpoints and 
perspectives
• Reading (25%)-  two linked unseen 

texts
• Writing (25%) - writing to show 

viewpoint

Mock exam – Tuesday 31st 
October, 8:30am



GCSE English: The Curriculum

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1

English 
Language 
Paper 1

An Inspector 
Calls

Poetry

Romeo and 
Juliet

Frankenstein

English 
Language 
Paper 2

Countdown



Where can students find resources?
Our Google Drive – students can find the link on the school website





Key Documents

• Exam Paper 
Summaries

• Example exam 
questions

• Grade 8/9 
booklets



Websites and YouTube Channels

• Mr Bruff YouTube channel
• BBC Bitesize

• CGP revision guide packages 

are available for all Year 11 

students to purchase via 

ParentPay

• All packs come with a 

revision guide, a question book 

and an answer booklet



Maths GCSE

Paper 1 (Higher tier)
1MA1/1H

Paper 2 (Higher Tier)
1MA1/2H

Paper (3 Higher Tier)
1MA1/3H

Written paper
80 marks

1 hour 30 minutes
Calculator not permitted

Written paper
80 marks

1 hour 30 minutes
Calculator permitted

Written paper
80 marks

1 hour 30 minutes
Calculator permitted

Mock exam – Monday 30th October, 8:30am - Paper 1



How to revise for Maths GCSE

1.Don’t just read through the revision guide!



How to revise for Maths GCSE

1.Don’t just read through the revision guide!

2.Use the internet.













How to revise for Maths GCSE

1.Don’t just read through the revision guide!

2.Use the internet.

3.Don’t just practice the topics you can do.

3.Practice doing questions under exam conditions.

4.Practice using your calculator!



Summary 

• Alder Leaders: Are ambitious for YOUR child

• Alder Teachers: Go extra mile for YOUR child

But we need

• Pupils: To believe in themselves & work hard in and out of school

• Parents: To support BOTH school and your child at home

• Working together = best [only?] way your child will achieve potential
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#WeAreAlder
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Thank You
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