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Mrs Critchlow

Headteacher's Welcome
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Aims of the evening:

➢ To share key information to ensure you are informed.

➢ To give hints and tips to support your child and share where 

they can access support in school.

➢ To share subject specific information for English , Maths and 

Science.

To ALL be Outstanding in all we do
 #WeAreALDERAltruism Leadership Diversity Excellence Resilience



School update:
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➢ We have high expectations in terms of standards [Uniform/Behaviour/Ready to 

learn]

➢ We have high aspirations for our students [National Curriculum/Aspirational for 

ALL/Timetable]

➢ We promote a positive attitude to learning and strong work ethic [More important 

than ability – achieve YOUR potential, No substitute for HARD work]

➢ You must demonstrate our ALDER Values and follow the Alder Way [Develop your 

character, reduce distractions]

➢ Low-Level behaviour [eg chatting] has massive impact on a] their learning 

and b] other students' learning

➢ Independent learning/Homework [Every evening]

➢ Attend school [On time, every lesson, every day]
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Expectations of our students:



Attendance: 
➢ Students should aim for 100% attendance

➢ Absent students rarely catch up: Simply too 

much content and not enough time

➢ Strong correlation between attendance and 

achievement

Over 95%: average progress score of 0.55

 Below 92%: average progress score of -0.32

Punctuality

➢ To school/lessons: Says a lot about their 

attitude towards learning

➢ Instilling life skills needed to be successful in 

the real world
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Parents:

➢ Work in partnership with us – not perfect but shared goal [call/email/Class Charts]

➢ Support Alder's High Expectations [Benefit them longer term – 3 equal members of a team]

➢ Promote good work ethic at home and take an interest [Provide: quiet study room, 

routines, take an interest, ask questions]

➢ Promote good behaviour & attendance [Vital to success]

➢ Reward ‘effort’ rather than outcome [If working hard, reassure them you are ‘happy’ no 

matter the result]

➢ Careful of ‘deflection’ [“Can’t do it”/“Too hard”/“No homework”/ “Teacher won't help”]

➢ Encourage responsibility & maturity [Life skills]

➢ Communicate respectfully [Communication Charter]
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Contextual updates, vapes, phones, 
social media

Safeguarding update

RAN/HLI
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Safeguarding our students

Contextual Concerns

 Vapes

 Bullying/Child on Child Abuse

 Online behaviour



Instagram
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Did you know app age ratings are determined by the 
developers of the app? 

Lower age rating more downloads. That means 
many of the apps recommended for kids include chat 
features, mature content, and addictive features.

This leaves the real responsibility on parents to 
determine at what age they should introduce apps to 
their kids. Staying educated as a parent is more 
important now than ever!
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Accessing the Online Safety Hub

https://aldercommunityhighschool.onlinesafetyhub.uk/



Ms Sloan
Deputy Headteacher – Quality of Education 

Academic Progress
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Our Curriculum Journey

Altruism Leadership Diversity Excellence Resilience

Reviewed Curriculum: Improved Curriculum Accessibility

A Rigorous & Academically Robust Curriculum
• High expectations for all students, supporting strong progress – as required by the 

new GCSE exams 'know more and remember more'
• Subjects sequenced to build knowledge step by step – help students to retain 

information in preparation for linear exams at the end of year 11

Key priorities: effective implementation of our curriculum and quality first 
teaching, so that our students can compete with the best nationally. 

Thank you for your ongoing support and partnership. Together, we’re building a 
brighter future for every pupil.



Working Together
 Curriculum Area on website 

 Key to Success Evening

 Class Charts

 Parent/Carer Evenings

 Progress Update reports 

o Attendance & Punctuality

o Behaviour & Achievement points

o % of curriculum learnt

o Year Average 

o Behaviour

o Engagement in learning

o Independent Learning 
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Knowledge Organisers
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How can students use a Knowledge Organiser 
booklet?

• There are many ways they can be used 

to help support learning 

• Independent Learning Strategies and 

ongoing revision 

What Do students Need to Do?
1. Keep their booklet with them at all times – bring it 

to every lesson.
2. Use it as a tool to help with:

• In-class activities
• Independent learning tasks

• On-going revision
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Independent Learning



KNOWLEDGE DROP

Set yourself an amount of 

time to write down everything that 

you can remember about a topic.

When you've done, check your book 

or knowledge organiser to see what 

key information you missed.

FLASH CARDS

On one side of a flash card, write a 

question from the topic you wish 

to revise. On the other side, write down 
the correct answer.

Ask a parent, carer or friend to test you. 

You could also test yourself! If you answer 

correctly, place the flash card in one pile. 
If you answer incorrectly, place the flash 

card in another pile.

Re-test on the cards you didn't get right 

the first time, until you can answer all 

correctly.

CONDENSE IT

If given a detailed sheet of 

information, highlight key points as 

you go.

When you've 

finished, condense the most 

important information 

into FIVE sentences.

Then, try to condense each sentence 

to simply a key word!

TALK UNTIL YOU STOP 

Aim to talk about a topic for 1 minute 
without stopping. You could do this with a 

parent, carer or friend.

Try not to repeat yourself, or take too 

long a pause.

If you stop before the minute, read over 
notes to remind you of where you left off. 

When you can talk for a full minute on the 

topic, increase to 2 minutes!

MNEMONICS

A mnemonic is a trigger of letters, 

images or rhyme that helps to 

remember something.

Think of a topic, and some of 

the most important information within 

it.

Take the first letters of key words, 

and make up a phrase to help you 

remember them.

MIND MAP

A mind map is a way of putting your 

ideas and knowledge on paper in a 

clear, visual way. 

Put the topic in the centre of the page 

and grow your ideas so you can see how 

they are connected. 

Use colours and images to make more 

memorable.

INDEPENDENT LEARNING STRATEGIES

“Know more and remember more”



Independent Learning/Homework



Independent Learning 

Examination Preparation

Internal Exams - summer term

All subjects

Exam hall / Classroom

Prepares students for final GCSE examinations

Independent learning strategies (Revision) developed 

in form time curriculum.
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Support Available
➢ Class Teachers – subject specialists!

➢ Form Tutors

➢ Heads of Year

➢ SEND Team

➢ Careers team

➢ Student leadership team

➢ School leadership team
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SEND Support
Key staff:

Miss Huddleston – SENDCo (NASENDCo)

Mrs James – Assistant SENDCo and Medical Lead

Miss Allford – Learning Support Manager

Team of Teaching Assistants
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SEND Support
• A broad, balanced and appropriate curriculum

• We have high aspirations and expectations of all students 

• Communication with all stakeholders 
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Ways we communicate with you

• Co-production working with parents, carers and pupils 

• Clear and consistent communication

• Appointments can be made to discuss progress with the SENDCo or a member of 
the Learning Support team where necessary

• Assistant SENDCo answers queries via telephone

• The SEND department has a dedicated email address which is monitored by 
the SENDCo and Assistant SENDCo: sen@alderchs.uk

• Parents evenings

• EHCPs are officially reviewed annually, and progress reviews may be scheduled 
when requested
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SEND Support
Support for Year 9 Options

• Our students with SEND will be offered a broad and ambitious 

range of options

Access Arrangements

• The assessing and awarding of access arrangements is a formal 

process and we must comply with strict JCQ regulations to put 

these in place

• Depending on the needs of the student, appropriate arrangements 

may be  made if they meet the required standards set out in the 

guidance, and it is embedded as their ‘Normal Way of Working’



Supporting your child in English
Ms J Darlington

Associate Assistant Headteacher for English
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As a department, we aim to:
• Build passion for English through a challenging curriculum

• Ensure students have an in-depth knowledge of a broad, diverse 
range of texts across time

• Ensure students retain and build upon their English knowledge

• Encourage students to use challenging, academic language in 
your written and spoken work

• Develop student understanding of the cultural, social and 
political world around them

• Ensure they excel in their exams and beyond
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What does English look like in Year 7?

Autumn 
The theme(s) of Conflict and Rebellion, with an in-depth reading of Safiyyah's War by Hiba Noor Khan

Spring
The theme(s) of Crime and Punishment, with an exploration of Oliver Twist, by Charles Dickens

Summer
The theme(s) of Heroes and Villains, with an exploration of Macbeth, by William Shakespeare
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What does English look like in Year 8?

Autumn 
The theme(s) of Morality and Responsibility, with an in-depth reading of A Christmas Carol, by Charles 
Dickens

Spring
A scheme entitled It's Grim Up North, with an in-depth reading of Blood Brothers, by Willy Russell

Summer
The theme of Political Protest, with an in-depth reading of Animal Farm, by George Orwell
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What does English look like in Year 9?

Autumn 
The theme(s) of Power and Control, with an in-depth reading of The Tempest, by William Shakespeare 

Spring
The Gothic: a writing unit exploring writing to describe, linking to genre

Identity: an exploration of identity poetry and how writers use language to create meaning

Summer
The theme(s) of Human Nature and Morality, with an in-depth reading of Lord of the Flies, by William Golding
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Separated into:

Page 1:

• Character

• Vocabulary 

• Context

Page 2:

• Quote explosions 
support

Knowledge Organisers

Altruism Leadership Diversity Excellence Resilience



Separated into:

Page 1:

• Character

• Vocabulary 

• Context

Page 2:

• Quote explosions 
support

Altruism Leadership Diversity Excellence Resilience
To ALL be Outstanding in all we do

 #WeAreALDER

Knowledge Organisers



Separated into:

Page 3

• How-to guide: 
flashcards

Page 4

• Writing guidance plus 
practice questions

Altruism Leadership Diversity Excellence Resilience
To ALL be Outstanding in all we do

 #WeAreALDER

Knowledge Organisers



Separated into:

Page 3
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Knowledge Organisers



Independent Learning
All KS3 students will have compulsory weekly Independent Learning set on 

SparxReader.
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SparxReader encourages students to read 
widely and often, and uses their reading 
test to assess their current reading level and 
support them to select the best book for 
them. 

Students can swap or change their book if it 
is too difficult, or simply if they are not 
enjoying it.

Teachers can also amend students Sparx 
profile if they are struggling to engage or 
finding reading difficult.

1. Type in SparxReader to your web 

browser. Click the first link.
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Independent Learning



Student Independent Learning 
follows a weekly schedule.

Every Tuesday, students will have 
SparxReader homework to 
complete. 

Students can access this in the 
same way as they would access 
SparxMaths.

1. Type in SparxReader to your web 

browser. Click the first link.
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Independent Learning



2. There is no need to use Sparx 

login. Simply click the blue button 

to log in using your school email and 

password.

Student Independent Learning 
follows a weekly schedule.

Every Tuesday, students will have 
SparxReader homework to 
complete. 

Students can access this in the 
same way as they would access 
SparxMaths.

Independent Learning



This will tell students when their homework 
is due. We ask that students read for 30 
minutes a week. This will equate to 300 

SparxReader points.

This section is also important. Students will 
be able to see how many tasks have been 

completed here. If they have overdue 
homework, they will need to catch up by 

simply reading more.
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Parents/carers can make a big difference by:

 Encouraging their child to complete their Sparx Reader homework regularly. 

 Asking about the book they are currently reading. 

 Encouraging children to look up or discuss unfamiliar words. 

 Providing a quiet environment where possible. 

 Celebrating consistent effort rather than focusing solely on scores.

Independent Learning
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Support:

You can purchase a range of 
revision guides to support 
your child at KS3. They are 

available via ParentPay. 
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Supporting your child in Maths
Mrs M Maden

Associate Assistant Headteacher for Maths
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Maths at Alder: What KS3 students can expect from us

Learning Journey 
A yearly learning journey which 
details:
• what each unit of learning will 

cover
• when checkpoint assessments will 

take place
• which strand of maths each unit 

falls within

All students have this stuck in the front of 
their exercise book for easy reference. 

Knowledge Organisers
A knowledge organiser for each unit of 
learning which details:
• Learning objectives
• Key vocabulary
• Key knowledge and examples

All students have been issued a knowledge 
organiser for their current unit. This is 
printed on yellow and stuck into their 

exercise book for easy reference. 

High Quality Lesson Resources 
Centrally planned lesson resources for 
consistency across all classrooms and 
teachers within the department. 

The structure of a maths lesson:
- Retrieval ‘Do Now’ task covering 

key skills
- Exposition of new knowledge
- Modelling examples and guided 

practice 
- Silent independent practice
- Review learning



Maths at Alder: What KS3 students can expect from us

Regular Formative Assessment

Formative assessment gathers 
information to inform future teaching, 
rather than to generate a grade. 

Students complete an exit ticket 
between each sub-unit of learning, and 
these are teacher marked. 

Scores are tracked at skill level. 

Regular Feedback 

Following an exit ticket or checkpoint, 
lesson time will be allocated for 
teachers to deliver feedback (often 
through a whole class feedback sheet) 
and for students to respond to 
feedback. 

This is often referred to at Alder as 
‘MAD-time’ (Make A Difference) and is 
critical for students to make progress.  

Coherent Curriculum Journey 
The curriculum for KS3 and KS4 has 
been rewritten to be coherent and 
ensure clear progression across the 
five strands of maths:
• Number
• Algebra
• Geometry
• Ratio & Proportion
• Probability & Statistics.

Please see the school website for parent-
friendly curriculum overviews. 



Maths at Alder: What we expect from KS3 students



Summative Assessment 

Summative Assessment Dates:

Summative assessment gathers information to be able to report what proportion of the curriculum each student 
knows at two given points across the school year.   

Y7 Y8 Y9

Assessment 1 w/c 4th Jan w/c 4th Jan w/c 23rd Nov

Assessment 2 w/c 21st Jun w/c 21st Jun w/c 21st Jun



Independent Learning

OtherSparx Maths

• Flashcards – note down basic facts (times tables, 
square numbers, prime numbers, cube numbers, …) 
and practice recall at home

• Pre-Learning – look out for announcements on 
ClassCharts where your teacher has suggested 
doing some revision of a specific skill prior to a 
lesson

• Lesson follow up – spend an extra 15-20 mins in the 
evening completing further practice on the task 
from the lesson

• 30-minute weekly task

• Set Wednesday and due the following Wednesday 
at 9am (complete Tuesday night before bed)

• Uses AI to level to the student

• Automatically interleaves topics a student has 
previously struggled with

• Personal Practice function for additional practice

• ‘Independent Learning’ section  for topic-specific 
practice

• Guidance videos, hints instant feedback

• Support session Tuesday brunch in F6 To ALL be Outstanding in all we do
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Consistent Methods – Support Videos  

‘Maths was taught differently when I was at school’ 
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Parental Support

Have positive or neutral conversations around maths at home, avoid expressing 
negative views around children

National Numeracy: Parents pass fear of maths on to their children, new Mumsnet research suggests (2024)

https://www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk/news/parents-pass-fear-maths-their-children-new-mumsnet-research-suggests

‘I was no good at maths when I was at school’ 

‘Our family don’t have maths brains’ 
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Supporting your child in Science
Ms K Whitehead

Associate Assistant Headteacher for Science
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Our curriculum
Biology Chemistry Physics 

Cells and the cell cycle

Enzymes

The genome

Transport and exchange 

surfaces

Natural Selection

Disease and immunity

Respiration

Photosynthesis

Homeostasis

Ecology

Particle model

Atoms, Elements, 

Compounds, Mixtures

General Equations

Atomic Structure

Periodic Table

Energy in chemical 

reactions

Opposites attract

Mass and Moles

Collision Theory

Electricity

Opposites attract

Energy

Motion

Forces

The model of the atom

Particle model

Light

Sound
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What is the key to being successful if there 
is so much to remember?

“Science isn’t just one subject, it’s 

three, how can I revise all that?”
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SELF 

TESTING
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Be prepared
Revision guide bundles are available to buy on ParentPay at a discounted 

school price.
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Use appropriate techniques

1. Educake

2. Knowledge organisers

3. Revision guides and workbooks
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Independent learning (homework) will be set 

every Monday. 

It is due every Sunday (by midnight). 

1 quiz per week
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Knowledge organisers

Make 

flashcards and 

mind maps 

from your 

knowledge 

organisers.



Key Updates: Mobile Phones & Smart Devices 

Our approach: “Gate to Gate”

➢ Students must have phones/smart devices switched off — not on silent — and out of sight 

➢ Devices must be stored within the inside blazer pocket or school bag. 

➢ No use, sight or sound of devices unless an authorised exception applies. 

If a device is seen or used:

➢ It will be confiscated in line with the Positive Behaviour Policy and statutory powers. 

➢ Device is returned to parents/carers at the end of the day. 

➢ Refusal to hand over a device = failure to follow a reasonable instruction and will result in 

further correctives. 

Exceptions

➢ Only where there is an agreed medical need or reasonable adjustment, authorised in advance

 The aim is to reduce distraction, support positive behaviour and engagement, and safeguard 

pupils.
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Culture



Thank you for coming!

Have a safe journey 
home
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