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➢ To support parents in confidently supporting your child through Key 
Stage 4

➢ To share where you and they can access support in school

➢ To share with you the examination expectations and official 
JCQ guidance.

➢ To share effective revision techniques and subject specific 
information for English, Maths and Science.

Aims
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Welcome from the Headteacher
School update:
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Welcome from the Headteacher
At Alder:

➢We have high expectations in terms of standards – habits for life [Uniform/Behaviour/Ready to learn]

➢We have high aspirations for our students [Academic outcomes]

➢We expect a positive attitude to learning [More important than ability – achieve YOUR potential]

➢You need a strong work ethic [No substitute for HARD work]

➢We want pupils to pursue their ambitions post Alder [GCSE’s crucial]

➢You must demonstrate our ALDER Values [Develops your character]

➢Low-Level behaviour [eg chatting] has massive impact on a] their learning & b] other students' learning

➢Produce high quality work [Over time ensures more likely to learn and achieve full potential]

➢Independent learning/Homework [1 - 2 hours each evening]

➢Attend school [On time, every lesson, every day]

NB: Other pupils across the country are doing the above
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Attendance 
➢Students should aim for 100% attendance

➢Absent students rarely catch up: Simply too 
much content and not enough time

➢Strong correlation between attendance and 
achievement (2024 data)

✓Over 95%: average progress score of 0.53

✓Below 92%: average progress score of -0.34

Punctuality

➢To school/lessons: Says a lot about their 
attitude towards learning

➢Job/real world: Instilling life skills needed to be 
successful



Altruism Leadership Diversity Excellence Resilience To ALL be Outstanding in all we do
 #WeAreALDER

Parents
➢Work in partnership with us [Communicate – call, email, Class Charts]

➢Promote good behaviour & attendance [Vital to success]

➢Reward ‘effort’ rather than outcome [If working hard, reassure them 
you are ‘happy’ no matter the result]

➢Support Alder's High Expectations [Benefit them longer term]

➢Encourage responsibility & maturity [Life skills]

➢Promote good work ethic at home [Quiet study room]

➢Be involved & monitor [Take an interest]
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Good Routines at Home



To ALL be Outstanding in all we do
 #WeAreALDER

Behaviour and Attitudes
at Alder

Mr White

Altruism Leadership Diversity Excellence Resilience
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✓ We have high expectations for our students behaviour and conduct

✓ We want our students to be committed to their learning, know how to 
study effectively and do so, they will need to be resilient to setbacks and 
take pride in their achievements – crucial at KS4

✓ Our students will need to have high attendance and be punctual – 
maximise learning

✓ The relationships between our students and our staff reflect a positive 
and respectful culture – most productive for learning

✓ All our staff and students create an environment where bullying, peer-
on-peer abuse or discrimination are not tolerated. If they do occur, our 
staff will deal with issues quickly and effectively, before they can 
escalate
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Clear routines

Consistent approach
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Heads of Year

Altruism Leadership Diversity Excellence Resilience

Mr Doran – Year 10
Mr Oliver – Year 11



Key Dates

Year 10

28.11.25 We Are Alder Day 1

27.2.26 We Are Alder Day 2

w/c 02.03.26  
w/c 13.03.26 

Mock exams

23.04.26 Parents’ Evening

w/c 22.06.26 MFL Speaking mock exams

1.7.26 & 2.7.26 
(TBC)

College Taster Days

w/c 13.7.26 Work Experience

Year 11
13.11.25 Parents’ Evening

w/c 17.11.25 Art, Photography and Textiles mock exams

28.11.25 We Are Alder Day 1

w/c 24.11.25  
w/c 01.12.25

Mock exams

16.01.26 Mock results day

w/c 19.01.26 MFL Speaking mock exams

27.02.26 English and Maths mock exams

w/c 13.04.26 MFL Speaking GCSE exams

w/c 20.04.26 & 27.04.26 Art, Photography and Textiles GCSE exams

07.05.26 – 24.06.26 Exam season

20.08.26 Results day

November 2026 (TBC) GCSE Certificate Evening

During the school year, Progress Updates will 
be sent home. This is so that you are informed 
and can have discussions with your child 
regarding their progress.
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Support Available
➢ Class Teachers – subject specialists!

➢ Form Tutors

➢ Mr Doran – Head of Year 10

➢ Mr Oliver – Head of Year 11

➢ Mr Lamb – Assistant Headteacher – Raising Achievement

➢ SEND Team

➢ Careers team

➢ School-based counsellor

➢ School leadership team
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Online Safety Hub

Altruism Leadership Diversity Excellence Resilience

Mr Doran
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Careers Education, 
Information, Advice and 

Guidance

Altruism Leadership Diversity Excellence Resilience

Mrs Dawson, AHT & Careers 
Leader
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Careers education is delivered throughout all subjects and dedicated lesson time is 
provided through weekly/fortnightly Personal Development lessons, students will 
also gain valuable careers related experiences through a range of other events 
including:

Year 10
• Careers trips to various workplaces and education establishments
• University trips focusing on further and higher education
• 1:1 careers guidance to support work experience
• Work experience week – July 2026
• College taster days  

Year 11
• 1:1 careers guidance to support post-16 transition
• Post-16 provider assembly programme 
• Post-16 provider careers fair
• ‘We are Alder’ day with a focus on post-16 transition 
• Mock interviews 

Careers at Alder
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Examination Information

Altruism Leadership Diversity Excellence Resilience

Miss Ellis
Assistant Headteacher with 

oversight of Exams

Miss Young
Exams Officer
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JCQ Regulations

• Exam season: 07.05.26 – 24.06.26 

• Results day: 20.08.26

• Personalised examination timetables, with details of seat 
numbers, will be provided to all students and parents.

• Timetable clashes are where a candidate is entered to take 
two or more exams at the same time on the same day.

• Clashes will be discussed with students in advance of the 
exam season.
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JCQ Regulations

• Published starting time morning session: 9:00am

• Published starting time afternoon session: 1:30pm

• If a student arrives after the published starting time, 
they will be refused entry.

• If a student misses an examination for any reason, 
they will not get a chance sit it later.

• Holidays must not be taken during exam season.
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JCQ Regulations - Equipment
• Students must use black ink only.

• Students must NOT take any notes or unauthorised items        
into the examination room.

• Students must NOT use any correcting pens/fluid, highlighters or 
gel pens in their answers.

• Pencil cases and water bottles must be completely transparent, 
with no colours/labels.

• Unauthorised items include: mobile phones, iPods, earbuds, 
smart watches, watches, smart glasses, or other electronic 
devices. 

• Failure to comply could result in disqualification.



JCQ Regulations – Exam Hall 
Students are to arrive at their exam room at least 5 minutes prior to 
the start time.

Students must enter the examination room in complete silence and 
with nothing but equipment.

Exam papers must not be opened until students are told to do so by an 
invigilator/Exams Officer

Invigilators must be fully trained, and will record any incidents that 
occur during the exam.

Invigilators cannot help students.

Students are not permitted to leave the exam room for any reason, 
unless their Access Arrangements state otherwise.
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Preparing for Exams
Independent Learning 

Strategies

Altruism Leadership Diversity Excellence Resilience

Mr Lamb
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The countdown begins...

602 days
325 school days

Year 10 Students, your GCSE exams start in:
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The countdown begins...

238 days
135 school days

Every day, every lesson and every independent 
learning activity counts!

Year 11 Students, your GCSE exams start in:
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Monday French
Photography
RE
D&T
Geography
History

Independent Study

Tuesday
Independent Study

 

Wednesday Health and Fitness
Hospitality and Catering
Textiles
French

Independent Study

Thursday Business Studies
Computing
iMedia

Independent Study

Friday Art 
Music
Drama

Independent Study

Period 6 Intervention



Independent Learning Strategies
Support Workshop

Thursday 16th October 2025
4 – 5.30 pm

- Workshop for parents / carers and 

students to support independent learning 
strategies. 

- Practical demonstrations of a range of 
strategies to support revision.

- An opportunity for you and your child to 
create effective revision materials for Maths, 

English and Science.

Parents feedback from last 
years workshop

"Has given clear approaches to try and helps me 
as a parent know how to support"

"It gave my son tools and ideas to support his 
revision, it helped me to understand how I could 
support him and check his understanding."

"I felt the workshop was a fantastic chance for 
me to learn how my child learns. I've not been in 
a classroom for many years so felt quite clueless 
with regards to revision strategies. I'm feeling 
more confident that we can work together with 
his revision so I can help point him in the right 
direction if he's feeling stuck."
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Revision is important because 
it helps you remember facts, 
figures and topics that you 

were taught some time ago. 

If done correctly revision will 
increase your confidence and 
reduce anxiety around exams.

On going Revision







Independent Learning
Strategies

“Know more and remember more”



Knowledge Drop
Set yourself an amount of time to write 
down everything that you can 
remember about insert topic.

When you've done, check your book 
or knowledge organiser to see what 
key information you missed.

Knowledge Drop

“Know more and remember more”



Flashcards
On one side of a flash card, write a 
question about insert topic. On the other 
side, write down the correct answer.

Ask a parent, carer or friend to test you. You 
could also test yourself! If you answer 
correctly, place the flash card in one pile. If 
you answer incorrectly, place the flash card 
in another pile.

Re-test on the cards you didn't get right the 
first time, until you can answer all correctly.

“Know more and remember more”



Condense it
Read your information sheet about insert 
topic and highlight key points as you go.

When you’ve finished, condense the

most important information into FIVE 
sentences.

Then, try to condense each sentence 
to simply a key word.

“Know more and remember more”



Talk till you Stop
Aim to talk about insert topic for 1 minute 
without stopping. You could do this with a 
parent, carer or friend.

Try not to repeat yourself, or pause for too long.

If you stop before the minute, read over notes to 
remind you of where you left off. 

When you can talk for a full minute on the 
topic, increase to 2 minutes!

“Know more and remember more”



Mnemonics

A mnemonic is a trigger of letters, 
images or rhyme that helps to 
remember something.

Think of the topic insert topic, and some of 
the most important information within it.

Take the first letters of key words, and make 
up a phrase to help you remember them.

“Know more and remember more”



Mind Map
Create a mind map about insert 
topic without referring to your 
notes. Grow your mind map to 
show how ideas are connected.

Use colours and images to make 
more memorable.

“Know more and remember more”
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Knowledge Organisers

Altruism Leadership Diversity Excellence Resilience

Ms Sloan
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Why the focus on Knowledge 
Organisers?
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Curriculum Knowledge Booklets: Important Information

Altruism Leadership Diversity Excellence Resilience

What’s Happening?

In form time next week, students will receive a Knowledge Organiser 

booklet.

This booklet contains key information for all their subjects.

This is part of their daily equipment and must be brought to school every day.

What is a Knowledge Organiser?

Knowledge organisers are a summary of the key knowledge and skills that 

students need for a curriculum subject. They are overview sheets with information 

broken down into bite size chunks so they can revise and use them for their ILS 

and revision.

Why Do they Need It?

•Helps revise, recall and remember important facts and concepts.

•Supports with independent learning, quizzes, and lessons.

•Makes it easier to prepare for assessments.



To ALL be Outstanding in all we do #WeAreALDER

Curriculum Knowledge Booklets: Important Information

Altruism Leadership Diversity Excellence Resilience

How can students use a Curriculum Knowledge booket?

• There are many ways they can be used to help support 

learning: 

• Independent Learning Strategies and revision 

• Read, say, cover, write and check

• Demonstrate spaced practice through revising with the 

knowledge organiser a little between each lesson, rather 

than a lot each week or fortnight

What Do students Need to Do?
1. Keep their booklet with them at all times – bring it to every lesson.

2. Use it as a tool to help with:
• In-class activities

• Independent learning tasks
• On-going revision



Knowledge Organisers (KO)
A Parent Guide 

Read through the KO 
with your child. Ask 
them to explain it to 

you.

Quiz them regularly 
on the spellings/ key 

knowledge.

Help them convert 
the information into a 

mind map.

Make a blank KO 
and ask them to fill 

in gaps from 
memory.

Help them to: Read, 
Say, Cover, Write, 

Check.

Create Q&A 
flashcards for 

quizzing.

Create an organised revision timetable.  Space topics and subjects out over time.

Ask them to create a 
glossary from 

memory recalling key 
vocabulary or 

concepts.

Read the KO with your 
child, ask them to use 

‘Talk till you stop’ to test 
understanding and reveal 

knowledge gaps.
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Supporting Core 
Subjects

Altruism Leadership Diversity Excellence Resilience

English – Miss Lang
Maths – Mrs Maden

Science – Miss Whitehead
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Core Subject Carrousel 

English – A12

Maths – A1

Science – A5

Staff will be on hand to direct you



GCSE Revision support 
Science

Miss Whitehead 

Associate Assistant Headteacher (Science)

Altruism – Leadership – Diversity – Excellence - Resilience
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Edexcel Exam Board

Triple Science (H or F Tier) – 6 exam papers

Length of paper = 1 hr 45 mins

Marks available per paper = 100 marks 

Biology 
Paper 1 + 2

Chemistry 
Paper 3 + 4

Physics 
Paper 5 + 6
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Edexcel Exam Board

Length of paper = 1 hr 10 mins

Marks available per paper = 60 marks 

Biology 
Paper 1 + 2

Chemistry 
Paper 3 + 4

Physics 
Paper 5 + 6

Combined Science (H or F Tier) – 6 exam papers averaged to give 2 grades



Altruism – Leadership – Diversity – Excellence - Resilience



Altruism – Leadership – Diversity – Excellence - Resilience

MOCKS

w.c 24th November

Less than 13 weeks!
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Pomodoro Technique

Time management 
technique used for 

productivity

25 minutes followed by 5-
minute break
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Pomodoro Technique

Forces Balancing 
equations

5’ 5’ 5’

Cells Cardio 
Vascular 
System
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Independent learning will be set every Monday. 

It is due every Sunday (by midnight). 

1 x Biology
1 x Chemistry 

1 x Physics
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• Used as compulsory revision for pupils to enable 
them to revise the basic key concepts. 

• Support session every Wednesday in F6.
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Knowledge organisers 



Websites - Seneca
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Website – Physics and 
Maths tutor

64
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Flashcards
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Exam practice is key!

1.Pick a question in the past paper/exam workbook.

2.Glance at the marks and set a timer – 15 marks, 15 minutes.

3.Start the timer and work on the question until the timer elapses. 

4.Use the mark scheme to then self-assess the question in a 

different colour pen, making improvements on their answers as 

they go. 

Altruism – Leadership – Diversity – Excellence - Resilience
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In summary

•  Make sure you have Revision Guides and Workbooks.

• Refer to your books for notes made in lessons – but this 
on it’s own isn’t effective revision.

• Make your own questions / flashcards

• Questions, questions, questions

• SELF TESTING IS KEY!

Altruism – Leadership – Diversity – Excellence - Resilience



English Language and English 
Literature 

Mrs Lang

Curriculum Leader of English

Miss McDonald

Assistant Curriculum Leader, KS4



ENGLISH LITERATURE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century 
novel
• Section A: Shakespeare – Romeo and Juliet
• Section B: The 19th Century Novel- 

Frankenstein (Year 11), Dr Jekyll and Mr 
Hyde (Year 10)

Paper 1: Explorations in creative reading and 
writing
• Reading - one single unseen text
• Writing - writing to describe or narrate

Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry
• Section A: Modern Texts- An Inspector  Calls
• Section B: Poetry – Power and Conflict
• Section C: Unseen Poetry

Paper 2: Writers' viewpoints and perspectives
• Reading -  two linked unseen texts
• Writing - writing to show viewpoint

GCSE English- The Exams



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1

Dystopia - English 
Language Paper 1

An Inspector 
Calls

Poetry

Romeo and Juliet

Frankenstein

Real World 
Dystopia - English 
Language Paper 2

Countdown

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

An Inspector 
Calls

Power and 
Conflict Poetry

English 
Language Paper 
1

Dr Jekyll and 
Mr Hyde

Power and 
Conflict Poetry

Romeo and 
Juliet

Power and 
Conflict Poetry

English 
Language Paper 
2

Unseen Poetry

Spoken 
Language 
Endorsement 

Year 10

Year 11

KS4 English- The Curriculum 



Modern Text

19th Century Text

Shakespearean 
Play

Power and 
Conflict Anthology

English Literature



English Language



Support structures

• Classroom support
• Teacher support – brunch and lunch time
• Independent learning support – Thursday after school, F6
• Online learning platforms
• Google Drive revision folder
• Fortnightly Grade 8/9 reading discussion group
• Knowledge Organisers and independent learning



How can you help?

• Encourage regular reading at home (fiction and non-fiction)
• Talk about texts at home, ask your child to explain plot, theme and 

characters
• Help with independent learning- flashcards, mind maps, quotation 

practice
• Proofreading or discussing written work
• Monitor deadlines for independent learning or revision timetables
• Promote the use of online revision tools or revision guides



Google Drive





• Exam Paper 
Summaries

• Example exam 
questions

• Grade 8/9 
booklets

Key Documents



• Mr Bruff YouTube channel
• BBC Bitesize

• CGP revision guide packages 

are available for all Year 11 

students to purchase via 

ParentPay

• All packs come with a 

revision guide, a question book 

and an answer booklet

Websites and YouTube channels
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KS4 Key to Success: 
Maths

Mrs M Maden (was Miss M Reeve)

Curriculum Leader for Maths 



Maths at KS4

• KS4 National Curriculum
• Tailoring to nuances of exam board in second half of Y11 with regular exposure to practice papers in lesson

Year 10 Year 11

• Crossover content until February half-term 

• Mock exams in March

• Higher and Core pathways from March mocks 
onwards

• Structure of teaching:
- Retrieval ‘Do Now’ task covering key skills
- Exposition of new knowledge
- Modelling examples and guided practice
- Independent practice
- Review learning

• Regular exit tickets and checkpoints with feedback 
provided

• Higher and Foundation Pathway

• In-lesson mock paper 1st/2nd Oct

• Sports hall mock exams in December and Feb

• Structure of teaching:
- Retrieval ‘Do Now’ task covering key skills
- Exposition of new knowledge
- Modelling examples and guided practice
- Independent practice
- Review learning

• Regular exit tickets and checkpoints with feedback 
provided

• Intervention form or independent learning pack 



Curriculum Overviews

Year 10 Year 11



Expectations in Lesson



Assessment Calendar – Y10

Summative Assessments:

• w/c 17th November

• w/c 2nd and 9th March (Mock Exams)

• w/c 1st June

Formative Assessments:

• Exit tickets at the end of each sub-
unit

• Checkpoints at the end of each unit



Assessment Calendar – Y11

Summative Assessments:

• w/c 29th Sept

• w/c 24th Nov and 1st Dec (Mock 
Exams)

• w/c 23rd Feb* (Core Mock Exams)

* Date TBC, based on date of 3rd WeAreAlder Day

Formative Assessments:

• Exit tickets/Checkpoints at the end 
of each unit



Revision

Independent Learning Sparx Maths

• Flashcards – note down the key learning from a 
topic and practice recall at home

• Flashcards – note down basic facts (times tables, 
square numbers, prime numbers, cube numbers, …) 
and practice recall at home

• Mind Maps – following a topic, create a mind map 
of all the key content including examples 

• Pre-Learning – look out for announcements on 
ClassCharts where your teacher has suggested 
doing some revision of a specific skill prior to a 
lesson

• Lesson follow up – spend an extra 15-20 mins in the 
evening completing further practice on the task 
from the lesson

• 30-minute weekly task

• Set Wednesday and due the following Wednesday 
at 9am

• Levels to the student

• Automatically interleaves topics a student has 
previously struggled with

• XP Boost task for additional practice

• ‘Independent Learning’ section  for task-specific 
practice

• Guidance videos and instant feedback

• Support session Monday 2.50-3.30pm in F6



Parent Support

• Have positive conversations around maths at home, avoid expressing negative views around children

National Numeracy: Parents pass fear of maths on to their children, new Mumsnet research suggests (2024)

https://www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk/news/parents-pass-fear-maths-their-children-new-mumsnet-research-suggests

• Make a plan so that revision/independent learning is a routine, including blocking out time for sports and 
other important extra-curricular commitments

• Test students on their flashcards – provide the prompt from one side and check their answer on the other

• Ensure there is a quiet, tidy space to use for revision/independent work at home (where possible)

• Monitor ClassCharts and have conversations where warnings or correctives are issued in lesson

• Monitor ClassCharts and celebrate the Alder points and other rewards issued in lesson

https://www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk/news/parents-pass-fear-maths-their-children-new-mumsnet-research-suggests
https://www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk/news/parents-pass-fear-maths-their-children-new-mumsnet-research-suggests
https://www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk/news/parents-pass-fear-maths-their-children-new-mumsnet-research-suggests
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Revision

• BBC Bitesize

• Third Space Learning

• Corbett Maths – 5-a-day

• Maths Genie – Past Exam Papers & Mark Schemes

• Sparx Maths Independent Learning

• RAG sheets from end of year exam (last year)

• Have a timetable (not just for the couple of weeks before the exam, from now!)

Find what works for you…
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