Alderman White Year 8 Curriculum 2025-26
	
	Autumn Term 
	Spring Term 
	Summer Term 

	English
	Macbeth: Shakespearean Tragedy
Murder Mystery: Roald Dahl’s Lamb ‘To The Slaughter’ and HG Wells’ ‘The Red Room’
	Animal Farm: George Orwell Modern Text
Dystopian Fiction: Extracts from: 1984, Fahrenheit 451, The Handmaid’s Tale, The Hunger Games and The Bees
	Poetry Plus: Study of poetry and poets from around the world
Media Studies: Exploring different forms of advertising for a variety of target audiences

	Maths
	Number: Primes, indices, squares and cubes; venn diagrams and sets; add and subtract fractions
Ratio, direct and inverse proportion; unit conversions
	Shape: Pythagoras’ Theorem, Area and Perimeter
Probability
Algebra: Change the Subject of Formulae, Construct & Solve Linear Equations
	Algebra: Sequences
Shape: Angles, Transformations, similarity and congruence; 3D geometry

	Science
	Biology 1 – Human Body
Enzymes, Carbohydrate Tests, Fats and Proteins Tests, Digestive System, Circulatory System, Nervous system, Skeleton and Joints, Muscles
Chemistry 1 – Separating Mixtures
Compounds and mixtures: Chemical Names and Formulae, Word and symbol equations, Making metal oxides, Mixtures
Separation techniques: Solutions and solubility, Saturation Investigation, Filtering and Evaporation, Distillation, Chromatography
Physics 1 – Waves
Sound waves, Speed of sound, Sound scales, Hearing ranges and the Ear, Ultrasound, Light waves, Reflection, Refraction, Dispersion, Colour Separation Techniques, Wave Features
	Biology 2 – Ecosystems
Habitats, Sampling – Quadrats, Photosynthesis, Adaptations of plants, Predator and Prey, Adaptations of animals, Food chains and food webs, Pyramids of number + biomass
Chemistry 2 – The Earth and Resources
Structure of Earth, Types of rock, Rock cycle, Metal ores – Investigation, Greenhouse Effect, Acid Rain, Alternative Fuels, Recycling
Physics 2 – Electricity and Magnets
Circuit diagrams, Series circuits and current, Voltage in Series, Static, Fruity batteries investigation, Resistance, Parallel circuits, Safety – mains and plugs, Magnetic materials and Field, Electromagnets building, Electromagnets in circuits, Motors and Loudspeakers

	History
	Was 1649 a significant challenge to royal power?
Charles I; civil war; the Glorious revolution
Why did it take so long to abolish the slave trade?
Kingdom of Benin; Transatlantic Slave Trade; experiences of enslaved people; why and how the slave trade was abolished
	Did the British Empire benefit everyone?
How did Britain take over India; impact of Empire; from abolition to indentured labour; The Amritsar Massacre; Ghandi and Independence; was India a typical experience of Empire; decolonisation; legacy
	Why did life change so much during the Industrial Revolution?
How Nottingham changed; why the industrial revolution happened in Nottingham; Who were the Luddites; What were the Reform Riots; what were conditions like; how did education and public health improve

	
	Autumn Term 
	Spring Term 
	Summer Term 

	Geography
	China: 
Population - One Child Policy; rural to urban migration; the Open Door Policy; China-US relations; weather and deserts; rivers and flooding
	South America: 
Measuring development; Global Atmospheric circulation; HDI indicators; Deforestastion; Squatter settlements; Tectonic hazards; Tourism; Rivers

	Japan: 
Physical landscapes; ecosystem threats; Typhoon Hagibis; megacities and urbanization; why people live near volcanoes; coastal protection; nuclear energy

	RE
	‘A Life for a life’: Buddhism, Christianity and non-religious perspectives: Why do we punish people; capital punishment – arguments for and against from religious and non-religious perspectives; Forgiveness: Parable of the Lost Son (Christianity); case studies: Gee Walker, Gordon Wilson, Nelson Mandela
	“Is it right to eat animals?” Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity, Judaism, Islam
Do animals have rights? Animal Welfare and Speciesis; Should Christians be vegetarian?
Reasons for and against eating meat links to stewardship and Dominion; What are the religious views on eating meat? Group research and presentations
	Where did the universe come from? Christianity, Hinduism, Judaism
Comparison of Hindu and Judeo-Christian beliefs about the creation of the world; can you be a scientist and religious:
Literalism, Athiesm, Liberalism; The Island; How does the cosmological argument link to "The Island"; "What a wonderful World"
Arguments for and against treating the world with respect

	[bookmark: _Hlk97823846]German
	Free Time and Hobbies: Opinions on sports; Intensifiers; Detailed opinions; Present tense verbs for sports; Present tense verbs 1st-3rd person; Asking questions about opinions; Time phrases
Phonics: w v sch ss/ß
	Describing your town: Places in a town; Describing what there is in a town; Plurals of nouns; Directions; Recap of numbers and prices; Snacks and prices; Ordering snacks in a café; Introduction to the future tense to describe future plans

	Holidays: Weather and countries; German spoken across the world; Weather in different tenses; Introduction to the past tense with haben; Describing accommodation with past tenses; Telling the time (half past etc.); Introduction to past tense with sein and with all pronouns; Past tenses with sein; Time phrases
End of year 8 revision: recognising and using three tenses

	Mandarin
	Cultural Life
Hobbies and sports; Days of the week; Time expression; Daily activities
	Daily Life
School subjects; Food and drinks; Spring Festival related activities – Making
Spring rolls (extra-curricular)


	Daily Life
Time phrases; Connectives; Tenses


	
	Autumn Term 
	Spring Term 
	Summer Term 

	French
	Leisure Sports, hobbies, opinions, jouer & faire; regular present tense verb endings, patterns of different tenses with regular –er verbs, cultural focus on how Xmas is celebrated in France, film in French: Ratatouille 
	Culture: Television, films, technology, French music and an introduction to French musicians. With each topic in year 8, pupils are learning phonics, the key vocabulary for each theme, how to give increasingly complex reasons for opinions as well as building understanding of different tenses.
	Food and drink: Food vocabulary on breakfast, lunch and dinner; Eating habits in France compared to the UK,  the partitive article; extended reasons for opinions; Past Present/Future/Conditional Tenses with manger, boire and opinions, end of term revision with strategies for learning. Cultural Film: Petit Nicolas

	PE
	Football; Rugby; Handball (NC1):
Develop knowledge of basic skills learnt in Y7 and use these skills to advance in their attacking and defensive strategies. 
Tactics and strategies to overcome opponents in direct competition through team and individual games. 
A range of vaulting techniques in Gymnastics (NC2); explore further genres of Dance (NC3) Develop analysis of performance and suggest ways to improve (NC6)
Theory: Leadership; How the body systems react to different kinds of exercise; Names of muscles & locations in the body; Positive associations between physical activity and promotion of mental wellbeing, including as an approach to combat stress. 
	Basketball; Hockey; Handball (NC1): Develop knowledge of basic skills learnt in Y7 and use these skills to advance in their attacking and defensive strategies. 
Tactics and strategies to overcome opponents in direct competition through team and individual games 
Dance (NC3); OAA (NC4). 
A range of vaulting techniques in Gymnastics (NC2)
Develop their analysis of performance and suggest ways to improve (NC6) 
Theory: leadership; types of fitness and their link to specific activities; how to maintain healthy eating and links between a poor diet and health risks
	Athletics (NC2): Progressive techniques which aim to further improve their athletics scores: 
They will develop advanced forms of bowling and batting in Cricket; Rounders; Softball which provide them with the knowledge to be able to strike the ball into space to advance performance. 
Further develop their analysis of performance and suggest ways to improve (NC6)
Theory: leadership; methods of training and
link to specific activities

	Computing
	E Safety: Data and how it is used by others. 
Cryptology: Understanding of how codes work and they have developed. Code breaking and logical thinking including trip to Bletchley Park.
	Computational Thinking
How computers think: algorithms, logic gates
Programming: Python
Moving away from the block programming language to text written. 
	Big Data: Recap of Binary and the difference between bit, bytes, kilobytes, megabytes, gigabytes
App creation:  All students will investigate, design, and program an app that will solve a problem.


	
	Autumn Term 
	Spring Term 
	Summer Term 

	Music
	Ragtime: Investigating historical context & the Slave Trade, Spotlight on Scott Joplin, Key musical features, Sharpening aural skills
Jazz: Investigating historical context &
evolution from Ragtime and Blues; Spotlight on Louis Armstrong; Key musical features; 20th and 21st
century stylistic developments; Fusion & film; Improvisation
	Film Music: Revising and applying Elements of Music; Purpose of music in film, TV and adverts; Tonality, consonance/
dissonance and scales
Composing for Media: Music in other forms
of media (radio, podcasts, games), Planning and executing a composition, Introduction to music technology for composition
	Composing for Media continued

Hip hop: Investigating cultural origins and
practitioners; Spotlight on DJ Kool Herc; DJ-ing techniques; The piano and Hip Hop
Music from other cultures

	Drama 
	Devising from Poems (Devising)
	Getting to grips with Shakespeare  (Script)
Understanding Shakespearian language & Elizabethan theatre; Developing vocal skills: dynamics and emotion; Gesture and body language to create character; Levels and proxemic in performance; Learning lines; Directing others
	Key Practitioners (Key Skills)
Styles and techniques of Stanislavski,
Brecht, Berkoff, Rice and Artaud; Social context of practitioners; Devising in a given style; Peer-assessment

	Personal development
	Identity; Belonging; Current events; First aid Responsibilities; Practical first aid session; Rights/ freedoms; Government; Rule of law; Current events
	Stress/ Anxiety; Smoking/ vaping; Self-esteem; Puberty; Respectful relationships; Leadership/ Online Skills; What is fake news?; Opportunities online; Online working
	Staying Safe from online predators; Extremism; Sharing nude pictures; What careers are out there?; Vision board dream job; Superhero CV; Career Fairs


	Technology
(Units are taught on a rotation)
	Food: 
Food groups and their function in providing nutrients to the body. Different methods of cooking and preparing food to 
adapt recipes to suit the needs of others.

	Textiles: Felted landscape Students will be introduced to the wet felting process to make a felted landscape. Students will expand on embellishment techniques, such as applique and embroidery. 
 

	Graphic Design: 
‘A typeface about me!’ using Adobe Illustrator, following the theory of colour & typography. ‘Brand it, Sell it!’  -  analyse a
design brief, research, & design visual identity branding for a product and illustration for
marketing, using Adobe Illustrator.

	Product Design: 3D clock 
Builds on the design process
learnt in year 7 and adds Iteration and design for manufacture as skills. The project introduces classic designers and movements and develops workshop and machinery use skills.

	
	Autumn Term 
	Spring Term 
	Summer Term 

	Art
	Natural Form Project 
Exploring the work of botanical illustrators and artists including Georgia O'Keefe: observational fine art skills practice. 
Exploring the work of Vincent Scarpace: producing oil pastel and dry mono printing experiments in the sgraffito style.
Building on the formal elements explored in Year 7 with an emphasis on shape, colour, texture and form.
	Art Nouveau Printing Project 
Students create a 2- dimensional design based on photos taken of botanic still life.
Research The Art Nouveau movement; apply the formal elements through use of shape, line, tone, texture and colour; learn about tessellation and create a repeat pattern; learn about designer William Morris; experiment with printing including on textiles. 




