	Performing Arts Curriculum Map 2026 onwards 

	
	AUTUMN


	SPRING

	SUMMER



	YEAR 7

	DRAMA
	Key Skills: Establishing Conventions 
Written Self-assessment (booklet)
Devised performance (recorded)
	Script: The labyrinth (Greek Theatre)
Script performance (recorded)
Written evaluation 
	Key Skills: Theatre Through the Ages
Exploration of Greek, Medieval, Noh, Melodrama and Theatre of the oppressed genres and their key techniques
Performance (medieval theatre script)
Live theatre review (written)

	
	MUSIC
	Musical Toolbox
· Keywords for describing music: pitch, dynamics, tempo, duration, timbre, texture etc.)
· Developing and sharing opinions and tastes on music
· Staff notation
· Instruments of the orchestra and other ensembles
· Developing aural skills

Assessment:
· Baseline listening quiz (booklet)
· ‘Oh When The Saints’ performance (recorded/performed to class or teacher)
· End of topic written test
	Keyboard Skills
· Staff notation (further detail)
· Constructing primary chords & chords and chord sequences 
· Chromaticism 

Assessment:
· Keyboard performance (recorded/performed) 
	Composition
· Case studies of composers
· Rhythmic composition
· Melody, texture and timbre in composition 
· Time signatures (2/4, 3/4, 4/4)

Assessment:
· Composition project:
· Start with rhythm
· Add melody
· Add texture
· Add timbre
· Self- and peer- assessment
End of topic written test

	West Africa
· Investigating traditions of Gambia and Guinea
· Key practitioners (Sona Jobarteh, Sibo Bangoura)
· Griot traditions
· Class djembe workshops
· Balafon composition
· Listening activities
· Introduction to ostinato, polyrhythm and improvisation

Assessment:
· Group performance/composition (recorded/performed)
· End of topic quiz (written)


	YEAR 8
	DRAMA
	Key Skills: Poems to Performance 
Exploring range of devising techniques to develop performance using poems as stimuli (link to content from English) 
Performance (devised)
Live theatre review (written)

	Script: Getting to grips with Shakespeare
Self-audit and rehearsal logs 
Scripted performance (recorded)
	Key Skills: Key Practitioners 
End of topic quiz 
Devised performance (recorded)


	
	MUSIC
	Ragtime
· Historical context & the Slave Trade
· Musical features
· Revisit chromaticism
· Sharpening listening skills

Assessment:
· Ragtime piano performance (recorded/performed)
· End of topic quiz (written)

	Jazz (incl. Blues)
· Historical context building on Ragtime
· Musical features
· Stylistic development across 20th and 21st centuries
· Fusion and jazz in film 

Assessment:
· 12-bar blues improvisation (recorded/performed)
· End of topic quiz (written)

	Film Music
· Revisiting & applying Elements of Music
· Purpose and application of music in film
· Music in TV and advertising 
· Tonality, consonance/dissonance and scales

Assessment:
· AfL and teacher observation

	Composing for Media
Assessment:
· Written evaluation of a film clip composition peer-and self-assessment. 
 
	Hip Hop 
· Cultural origins
· Key practitioners
· DJ-ing and looping

Assessment:
· Key words quiz
· Performance self-assessment (keyboard, vocal or music technology).

	YEAR 9
	DRAMA
	Script: KS4 Extracts
Written context and language analysis
Scripted performance (recorded) 

	Key Skills: Physical Theatre - Frantic Assemble ‘Curious Incident’  
Rehearsal logs 
Devised performance (recorded)
	Devising: Verbatim Theatre 
Vernatim Thetare mini project (practical or design)
Mini portfolio (written)

	
	MUSIC
	Music and War
· Exploring case studies from C19th to present
· Revisiting conventions of Jazz in WW2 Swing

Assessment:
· Written quiz
· Swing performance (solo or ensemble)
	Music Technology 
· Historical development of music tech
· Use of a DAW (setting up project/effects/audio and MIDI recording)
· Recording using an audio interface
· Roles & responsibilities
· Health and safety
· Vocal techniques
· Using chord progressions in different keys

Assessment:
· Own composition on Bandlab responding to brief set by a peer
	20th Century Pop
· Investigating social and technological impact on music
· Case studies: Rock & Roll, Disco and Reggae
· Revisiting conventions of Jazz and Blues through R&R
· Listening activities throughout

Assessment:
· GCSE-style listening questions (written)
· Performance (group, solo or music technology)
· Research project in style of NCFE Content Area 3

	Musical Theatre 
· Development of Musical Theatre from Opera to present
· Elements of a musical 
· Case studies and listening activities

Assessment:
· Extended written research project (teacher marked)
	Music, Society and Politics
· Protest Music
· Censorship
· Music in political campaigns
· Use of chord progressions to construct songs

Assessment:
· AfL and teacher observation.
· Own group/solo performance project 



