Withdrawing your child from RE: Alderman White School policy and procedures

Our RE curriculum is relevant to all pupils and respects their own personal beliefs.  We believe that it is best for all students to learn the facts about different major world religions and belief systems.

Teaching students about different religions in one way on which we fulfil our Public Sector Equality Duty under the Equality Acct 2010 to foster good relations between individuals from different cultures and backgrounds. 
Parents and carers can choose to withdraw their child from religious education (RE) lessons, as set out in section 71(1) of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998. 

If a parent is considering making this request, we ask that they first read the information about our RE curriculum provided on our website: 
Religious Studies and Social Sciences | Alderman White School

Parents / carers may make a request by contacting Mrs Scurrah, Assistant Headteacher, using the school contact details. We will offer you the opportunity to discuss our RE curriculum with you, to support you in making an informed decision. However, you are not required to provide a reason for your request and the school will not attempt to influence your decision beyond explaining our curriculum and the supervision that will be in place for your child should you choose to withdraw them from RE. 

We will supervise any students who have been withdrawn from RE, but we are not required to:
· Provide additional teaching that is not RE
· Incur extra cost

We will consider any requests to support alternative arrangements for providing RE of the kind the parent/carer wants their child to receive. However, outside arrangements for RE can only be agreed if they will only impact on a student’s attendance at the start or end of a school session.  

Trips to places of worship
Parents/carers have a right to withdraw their child from any trip or visit that is part of the RE curriculum. 
We will offer to meet with any concerned parents/carers to:
· Explain what will happen on the trip, and how it links to the student's learning
· Invite the parent/carer to attend the trip
· Explain any adverse effects on the student of not attending the trip, e.g. not getting the opportunity to visit a new place they might not experience otherwise 

