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Dear Parents and Carers
Hear the drums
We recently welcomed Kakatsitsi, a group of master drummers from Ghana, to
our school to share their musical and dancing talents.
They had the whole school on their feet dancing and singing! We learnt about
how the music they shared was part of their Ghanaian tradition and how it
reflected their daily lives and their beliefs.
The songs the children were taught became the soundtrack to our coach
journeys this week – clear evidence of the children’s enjoyment and the impact
Kakatsitsi’s visit had on them.
A whole school adventure
What an amazing day we had at our whole school trip to Go Ape this week. We were so pleased to be able to offer this
adventurous activity to all the Aldermaston children. Our amazing children did brilliantly in facing the challenges of the obstacle
course and quite often surprised themselves with what they could achieve. The games on the ground provided plenty of
opportunities to develop teamwork and everyone appreciated the natural habitat of the forest and the time they spent in nature’s
playground. We know the children will have slept very well on Tuesday evening.
It was all hands on deck to ensure this trip could go ahead. Huge thanks to all of our staff team who made this ambitious plan
possible and particularly Mrs Boyden for all of her work behind the scenes. See picture gallery later in this newsletter.
Mental health and wellbeing
We’re proud of the provision that we already have in place to support the wellbeing of our children which has been a huge
priority over the last couple of years. Staff have a real focus on pastoral care and implement a therapeutic thinking approach to
behaviour management. We’re also fortunate to have our own qualified ELSA (Mrs Woollam) available to work with children who
need some additional support. We use our curriculum and special events like the annual healthy living week to provide additional
input. However, we’re always looking for ways to improve what we are doing and we wanted to update you on some new
developments in this area.
Attached to this newsletter is an introduction from the Mental Health Support Team who will be working with the school from
September this year. This is the second team set up in West Berkshire and this initiative will widen the options for support available to you, our staff and our children. I hope many of you will be able to attend the parent information session after the half term
break.
I am currently training to be a mental health lead for our school and the course is filled with interesting research about wellbeing
and ideas for developing provision. At the same time, for their summer term project, our school council is looking at how we can
help our children to enjoy better wellbeing and mental health. We’ll have some more information about these developments on
display at our family learning morning.
Welcome back and a date for your diary
Thank you to everyone who has attended recent events in school including the parent sessions about the KS1 SATs and the
phonics check and the excellent relaunch of our ‘in person’ reading café. It has been great to have you back in the building.
We have lots of exciting events planned for next half term including a family learning morning on Thursday 9 th June. The theme is
PSHE and wellbeing and we know you’ll enjoy spending time in class with your children. Please do come if you can. The hall doors
will be open from 8.55am. Please sign in and enjoy a tea or coffee before a quick introduction and your chance to join your
children in class. Please note that other family members including grandparents and siblings are welcome too.
Ambassadors for our school
It was a pleasure to support our team of KS2 athletes who represented the school at the Quadkids athletics competition at Park
House School on Saturday. Twenty one schools and four hundred and twenty children were involved in this athletics festival
where every child took part in a sprint race, middle distance race, vortex javelin and standing long jump to earn points for their
school. Thank you to Ben, Rowan, Sam, Harmony, Mikey, Maddie, Nevaeh, Ella, Jasmine and Lavinia and their families and to Mrs
Redding. We’re looking forward to next year’s event already!
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On Saturday evening, our children were once again out in the community singing and playing their instruments as part of a
concert at St Mary’s Church. We’re so proud of the feedback we had about their amazing performance and their exemplary
behaviour. Thanks to Mrs Ebrey for organising this great opportunity.
Thank you to all our families who support us in ensuring the children can enjoy these extra curricular opportunities. What
fantastically talented children we have!
Manager Learning Heroes for Summer Term (1)
Congratulations to our Manager Class Heroes for this term. You have shown yourselves to be organised and ready, welcoming of
challenge, responsible and able to use resources well. We’re very proud of your achievements.
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A Platinum Jubilee celebration
This morning has been a celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. We started with a special collective worship where our
older children shared the timeline they have researched and created to show all the changes the Queen has experienced through
her historical seventy year reign. This, along with other lovely examples of our children’s work, will be on display at the
Aldermaston Exhibition.
The children then split into their house groups to spend the morning working together in mixed age groups on a range of craft
activities linked to the jubilee.
Finally, the whole school came together on the playing field to enjoy a picnic fit for royalty.
As part of our school celebrations, we have been very fortunate to receive a special Aldermaston
commemorative mug. These have been made possible due the generosity of a number of local people
and organisations, including our wonderful PTA. Hopefully, these will serve as a reminder of this
important occasion in the history of our country and be treasured for years to come. Additional mugs,
subject to availability, are on sale at £5 each at the Aldermaston events over the four-day weekend or
from our Foundation Governor, Cathy Jones.
Have a lovely half term break with your children and enjoy the Platinum Jubilee celebrations.
Yours sincerely

Mrs M Higgs
Headteacher

Contact Us:Tel: 0118 971 3362
Text: 0118 324 0216
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Thursday 26th May 2022

Go Ape Gallery

Thursday 26th May 2022

School Terms and Holiday Dates 2022 to 2023
Summer Term 2022
First day of Term 5
Last day of Term 5
School Closed to pupils
First day of Term 6
Last day of term 6

Monday 25th April
Thursday 26th May
Friday 27th May to Friday 3rd June
Monday 6th June
Wednesday 20th July*

School Closed to pupils

Thursday 21st July to Sunday 4th September

Autumn Term 2022
First day of Term 1
Last day of Term 1
School Closed to pupils
First day of Term 2
Last day of Term 2

Monday 5th September
Thursday 20th October
Friday 21st October to Monday 31st October
Tuesday 1st November
Tuesday 20th December

Spring Term 2023
First day of Term 3
Last day of Term 3
School Closed to pupils
First day of Term 4
Last day of Term 4

Wednesday 4th January
Friday 10th February
Monday 13th to Friday 17th February
Monday 20th February
Thursday 30th March

Summer Term 2023
First day of Term 5
Last day of Term 5
School Closed to pupils
First day of Term 6
Last day of Term 6

Monday 17th April
Friday 26th May
Monday 29th May to Friday 2nd June
Monday 5th June
Thursday 20th July

*change from Thursday 21st July due to extra Jubilee bank holiday during May half term week.
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