	LKS2 Science:  Plant Life Cycles
Cycle A: Summer Term 2
Over the sessions, pupils will build up their expertise on plant lifecycles, understanding the importance of flowers, bees, fertilisation, and the huge variety of fruits and seeds.  They will learn about the different methods of seed dispersal that different plants use and talk about why they are effective. Pupils will also learn about each stage in the lifecycle and how it can provide delicious, nutritious food, as well as cooking up some mouth-watering dishes to serve at a feast - each course will be accompanied by a fascinating presentation of facts and information about plant life cycles.
	Key driver:  Creativity

	
	Big Question:
Is a fruit alive once it’s been picked?
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	Learning Sequence:
1. To carefully observe different flowers and discuss similarities/differences.  To be able to make a salad.
2. To learn about the reproductive parts of a flower.
3. To discover the essential role of bees and other insects in the pollination of flowers.
4. To understand what happens to a plant after the flower has pollinated.  Use observation skills to help.
5. To recognise that different plants disperse their seeds in different ways.  To be able to create a fruit salad.
6. To be able to present all they have learnt about flowering plants in a fun and engaging manner.
	Key Vocabulary:
Anther, dispersed, fertilisation, germination, nutrients, ovule, pollen, pollination, stigma, transported, seed dispersal.
Key Questions:
Why do some wild flowers have bright flowers?
Which do birds and insects help plant growth with?
Can you name the different parts of the inside of a flower?
What is a fruit/vegetable?

	Key Knowledge:
· Petals on a flower are usually bright to attract bees and insects so that they can collect pollen to make seeds.
· The seeds are then able to grow to make new plants, this is called germination.
· The flower’s job is to create seeds so that new plants can grow.
· Pollination occurs when pollen from the anther is transferred to the stigma by bees and insects.
· The pollen then travels down to meet the ovule.  When this happens, seeds are formed and it is fertilisation; seeds are dispersed and germination happens again.
Prior Knowledge:
· EYFS – Talk about the plants they have observed.  Know that living things grow over time.
· KS1 Plants – Name common, wild and garden plants and label the structure of a flowering plant.  Describe how sees/bulbs grow into plants and what they need to stay healthy.
Learning Covered in this Unit:
· Children will discover some amazing facts about flowers and make close observations of different flowers with magnifiers. They will learn that some flowers are edible and make a beautiful, delicious salad. 
· They will learn more about the mysterious reproductive parts in the centre of flowers and how the stigmas of one flower are dried to make the most expensive and exotic spice in the world - saffron. They will use it to make to make a vegetable paella and make some stunning 3D labelled flowers.
· Children will discover the essential role of bees and other insects in the pollination of flowers.
· They will think carefully about what happens to a plant after the flower has been pollinated and use scientific observation skills to help. Then they will create a delicious fruit salad and make some amazing pastel drawings of sections through different fruits.
· Use classification skills to sort fruits into different types and learn the many different ways that seeds can be 
· Prepare a presentation for guests - teach them some amazing facts about the life cycle of flowering plants using a choice of techniques from dance, puppetry, drama and narration to art, sculpture and writing. 
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