
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Anglo-Saxons and Scots 

 
 
Year 3/4 

 
 
Alston Primary School 

Key Vocabulary 

Word Definition        / 

Angles Tribes from an area known today as Denmark that settled in Britain 
from 450 AD. They became known as some of the first Anglo-Saxons 

 

Anglo-Saxons Made up of the Angles, Saxons and Jutes (from Germany, Denmark 
and the Netherlands), these tribes ruled Britain between the time 
after the Romans left and before the Vikings arrived.  

 

Celts/Britons Those people who lived in England and Wakes  

Christianity A religion based on the teachings of Jesus Christ.   

Heptarchy The 7 kingdoms of Britain:  
Northumbria, Mercia, East Anglia, Essex, Sussex, Wessex and Kent.  

 

Invaders People who enter an area and take control of it by force.  

Jutes Tribes from the Netherlands who settled in Britain from 450 AD.   

Kingdom An area ruled by a king or queen.  

Pagan Someone who follows the Paganism religion worshipping many gods  

Picts Tribes from Scotland who were often feared for their fierce fighters.  

Saxons Tribes from Germany, who settled in Britain from 450 AD. They 
were also among the first Anglo-Saxons 

 

Scots People from Ireland who were fierce and powerful fighters.  

Previous Knowledge 
In Year 1, you learnt to use timelines effectively; make historical comparisons; and about 

significant historical events. In Year 2, you learnt to identify the impact of historical events; use 

sources to support your knowledge; and began to understand sequencing on a timeline. This 

year, you learnt about the tools, homes, food, culture and practices from Ancient Rome and 

Ancient Egypt. This included how Britain changed throughout these periods.  

 

•When was the Anglo-Saxon period? 

•Who were the Anglo-Saxons made up of? 

•Why did the Anglo-Saxons come to Britain? 

•Where did the Anglo-Saxons come from? 

•Why were the Scots and Picts a threat to Britons? 

•Who were the Celts/Britons? 

•What was the main religion in Britain during the 

Anglo-Saxon period?  

•How did this change over time?  

•Who were some key figures from this time period? 

•How was Britain divided into kingdoms?  

•Are there any lasting effects from this time period 

on life in Britain today? 

• 

\

\ 

 

•The early Anglo-Saxons believed in Paganism and 

worshipped many gods with festivals and sacrifices.  

•Pagans also believed in good and bad omens, 

lucky charms, spells, rituals and magic.  

•At the end of this period, Christianity became the 

main religion in Britain. In AD 597, a Roman monk 

called Augustine was sent to tell the Anglo-Saxons 

about Christianity. King Ethelbert of Kent was the 

first to be converted and was baptised along with 

10,000 of his people. Over the next 100 years, the 

rest of the kingdoms converted to Christianity too. 

•Many Christian places of worship were then built. 

•A monastery was built on Lindisfarne. This Holy 

Island was influential and monks here spread 

Christianity across North England. 

 

 

•After the Romans left Britain, Britain 

was mostly left to those who lived 

there before the Romans.  

•They were the Celts (who lived in 

England and Wales and became known 

as the Britons); the Picts (who lived in 

Scotland; and the Scots who came 

from Ireland.  

•These tribes began to fight and the 

Britons couldn’t defend themselves 

well. However, there were three tribes 

of strong fighters in Europe: the Jutes, 

the Angles and the Saxons.  

•They joined the Britons to help defend 

their land. The Angles joined with the 

Saxons, becoming the Anglo-Saxons.  


