
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Vikings and Anglo-Saxons to Edward the Confessor 

 
 
Year 3/4 

 
 
Alston Primary School 

Key Vocabulary 

Word Definition        / 

Angles Tribes from Denmark that settled in Britain from 450AD.   

Anglo-Saxons The Angles and Saxons tribes who ruled Britain before the Vikings.  

Danegeld Money paid to Vikings by Anglo-Saxons to stop them invading.   

Edward the 
Confessor 

One of the last Anglo-Saxon kings before the Normans took over 
Britain in 1066AD. He ruled over England from 1042AD to 1066AD. 

 

Exile To be sent away.   

Invade Entering and taking an area or country by force.   

Kingdom An area ruled by a king or queen.   

Monastery A building where people worship and devote time to God.   

Outlawed Being banned from living in the community.   

Pagan Someone who follows the Paganism religion worshipping many gods  

Peace Treaty An agreement to end a fight and to fix the reason for the conflict.  

Pillaged To violently steal something.   

Plunder To take something away by force.   

Raid A surprise attack.   

Runes Scripture/writing carved using tools into stone, bone, wood or metal  

Saxons Tribes from Germany who settled in Britain from 450AD.  

Settlement A place where people have come to live and have built homes.  

Sheriff A man who worked for an Earl. He ensured law and order was kept.  

Vikings People from Scandinavia who invaded Britain in 793AD.   

Wergild A payment system where a criminal pays their victim or their family.   

Previous Knowledge 
In Year 1, you learnt to use timelines effectively; make historical comparisons; and about 

significant historical events. In Year 2, you learnt to identify the impact of historical events; use 

sources to support your knowledge; and began to understand sequencing on a timeline. This 

year, you learnt about the tools, homes, food, culture and practices from Ancient Rome, Ancient 

Egypt and the Anglo-Saxons. This included how Britain changed throughout these periods.  

 

•Why is this period often called ‘The Dark Ages’? 

•When did the Vikings first invade Britain? 

•Which cities did the Vikings invade? 

•How did the Vikings gain control of Northeast England? 

•How did the Vikings travel? 

•What happened on a Viking raid?  

•What ended the era of Anglo-Saxon and Viking rule? 

•Was Alfred The Great really ‘great’?  

•What evidence do we have of the Vikings and Anglo-

Saxons? What does this tell us about how they lived? 

•Can we still see any evidence of Viking or Anglo-Saxon 

rule in modern day Britain? How do we know this?  
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•Anglo-Saxons invaded and settled in Britain after 

the Romans and developed 7 kingdoms in Britain.  

•In 793AD, Vikings left Scandinavia to raid England. 

•The Vikings were skilled traders and seafarers who 

were good at farming, fishing, crafting and hunting.  

•The Vikings raided Britain repeatedly, setting up 

bases and taking land and money, particularly from 

monasteries who were rich and poorly defended. 

•In 869AD, King Edmund got an army to fight the 

Vikings, but the army was defeated and King 

Edmund was killed. 
 

•King ‘Alfred the Great’ defeated the 

Vikings and it was agreed the Vikings 

would occupy the northeast of England 

while the southwest would remain 

Anglo-Saxon territory. King Alfred 

became ‘King of all England’ uniting the 

Anglo-Saxon kingdoms in the south.  

•In 1016, all of England was ruled 

under one Anglo-Saxon king.   

•In 1066, the Battle of Hastings 

happened, resulting in the end of the 

Anglo-Saxon and Viking rule in Britain. 
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