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The Victorian era, spanning from 1837 to 1901, marks a transformative period in British history characterised by industrialisation, societal change, and notable advancements in various fields. This extensive overview is designed for a Year 5/6 class to provide a comprehensive understanding of the Victorians across multiple subjects, seamlessly integrating the national curriculum while fostering key skills and knowledge in History, Geography, Science, Art and Design Technology, Literacy, and specifically through guided reading of the novel 'Street Child' by Berlie Doherty.
[bookmark: _GoBack]History - In the History component, pupils will explore the complexities of Victorian society, delving into significant events, cultural shifts, and influential figures. Lessons will include:
1. The Reign of Queen Victoria: Understanding her role and influence, including an exploration of her family, marriage to Prince Albert, and their contributions to societal reform.
2. Industrial Revolution: A comprehensive examination of the impact of industrialisation on society and the economy, with discussions on urbanisation and the creation of factory jobs leading to population shifts from rural to urban areas.
3. Victorian Values: Investigating societal norms, including the roles of women, children, and the working class, alongside discussions about the Poor Laws and social reforms aimed at addressing inequality.
4. Notable Victorians: Research into key individuals such as Charles Dickens, exploring his literary contributions, and Isambard Kingdom Brunel, discussing his engineering achievements, alongside Florence Nightingale's pioneering work in nursing.
5. Colonial Expansion: An overview of Britain’s global role, teaching about the British Empire at its height and facilitating discussions on the ethical implications of imperialism and colonialism.
Throughout these lessons, pupils will engage with primary sources, such as letters, photographs, and newspapers from the time. They will develop critical thinking skills and foster an understanding of diverse historical perspectives, as well as learn how to distinguish between primary and secondary sources.
Geography - The Geography curriculum will complement the historical investigation by exploring the geographical implications of Victorian advancements. Lessons will cover:
1. Urban Development: The growth of cities due to the Industrial Revolution, focusing on major urban areas like Manchester and Birmingham, accompanied by a study of the challenges that accompanied rapid urbanisation, such as pollution and public health crises.
2. Transport: The role of the railway network in transforming travel and trade, encouraging discussion on its geographical impact, as well as the societal changes that transpired as a result of improved transportation.
3. Mapping Historical Changes: Pupils will engage in map-reading skills, including creating before-and-after maps to identify changes in physical and human geography during the Victorian period.
4. Global Influence: Investigating the geographical elements of British colonialism, including case studies on continents such as Africa and Asia, and their historical significance in relation to trade, resources, and cultural exchange.
Hands-on activities will be incorporated, such as creating detailed maps that depict Victorian Britain and its extensive colonies, reinforcing both geographical knowledge and spatial reasoning skills while developing an understanding of societal and environmental changes.
Science - The Victorian era was a remarkable time for scientific discovery and innovation. The Science curriculum will focus on:
1. Scientific Discoveries: Discussing key figures such as Charles Darwin and his theory of evolution, while also exploring contributions from contemporaries across various scientific fields, including advancements in physics and chemistry.
2. Technological Advancements: Exploration of inventions and their social implications during this period, such as the steam engine, electricity, and advancements in medicine, including the introduction of anaesthesia and hygiene practices.
3. Health and Hygiene: Understanding the Victorian approach to health, including significant shifts in public health policy and sanitary reform, and how these developments have shaped contemporary health practices.
4. Natural World: Investigating Victorian contributions to botany, geology, and the beginnings of environmental conservation, prompting outdoor activities like nature walks and local field studies to identify local flora and fauna.
Pupils will conduct simple experiments and research projects, enhancing their inquiry skills and fostering a scientific attitude while using the scientific method to develop hypotheses, conduct investigations, and draw conclusions.
Art and Design Technology – will allow pupils to explore Victorian aesthetics and innovations. Pupils will engage in:
1. Victorian Art Movements: Introduction to the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood and their impact on visual arts, focusing on their themes, colour palettes, and styles, while analysis of specific artworks will enhance observation and interpretation skills.
2. Crafts and Design: Understanding the significance of craftsmanship during the Victorian period, exploring the intricate designs in textiles, pottery, and furniture design, while creating items that reflect these styles.
3. Architectural Design: Learning about iconic Victorian architecture (e.g., the Houses of Parliament, railway stations) and architectural styles such as Gothic Revival, leading to model-building activities where pupils replicate these designs.
4. Textile Projects: Creating items using traditional Victorian patterns and techniques including sewing, weaving, or fabric painting, fostering creativity and craftsmanship while also understanding the social significance of textiles in Victorian society.
By integrating practical projects with historical studies, pupils will develop both their artistic skills and their appreciation for the era's craftsmanship, while improving their ability to critique and evaluate both their work and that of others.
Literacy: Guided Reading of 'Street Child' by Berlie Doherty - The Literacy component will focus on developing reading, writing, and communication skills through the lens of Victorian literature, emphasising the guided reading of 'Street Child' by Berlie Doherty. This novel offers insight into the life of a Victorian child, providing rich thematic material for exploration. The key areas will include:
1. Character Exploration: Pupils will analyse the main character, Jim, exploring his traits, challenges, and resilience while discussing the context of childhood poverty and homelessness during the Victorian era.
2. Thematic Analysis: Examining themes such as survival, hope, and the impact of social injustice, prompting discussions that connect these themes to broader historical and contemporary issues.
3. Writing Activities: Encouraging pupils to write descriptive passages, letters from the perspective of Jim, or diary entries reflecting his experiences, thereby enhancing creative writing skills and empathy.
4. Class Debates: Organising debates in which pupils defend or critique Jim's decisions and actions, fostering persuasive speaking and critical thinking skills.
5. Illustration and Imagery: Pupils will create illustrations to represent key scenes or themes from the novel, connecting visual representation with textual analysis and boosting their artistic expression.
This guided reading section will enhance pupils' comprehension skills, promoting a deep understanding of both the narrative and its historical context, while also encouraging discussions about social issues that remain relevant today.
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