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A message from the Headteacher  
Dear parents and carers,  

 

We are now enjoying the good weather as the 

summer term continues. 

 

This term is busy with children finishing SATS, our 

older young people doing their GCSE exams, and 

families starting to plan for September.  We very 

much enjoy welcoming our new pupils to the 

schools during this term and helping them find 

their feet in a new class or new school.  We realise 

itôs a big step, and one that we try to ensure is as stress free as possible. 

 

This newsletter is full of the news about the doings of the three schools in 

Alston Moor Federation.  You will find out where weôve been on trips and 

visits, who has been to see us, and what weôve been doing in our clubs and 

school activities.  Thereôs also details of the learning thatôs been going on in 

our classrooms.  Please also take time to read our advice on keeping your 

child safe online.  We also share with you our thoughts about school 

attendance and punctuality.  As you know, we think reading is very 

important, and encourage all our children and young people to read for 

pleasure.  There are always book recommendations in our newsletters; 

these are books weôve enjoyed and want to share with our families.  I very 

much hope some of these books will be read by your child in their free 

time. 

 

As I write I have just heard that the provision of funding for the bus service 

to Stanhope has been confirmed for the next academic year.  This means 

that the young people leaving SKS can easily access both New College 

Durham and Houghall Agricultural College.  The vast majority of our 

outgoing year 11 students will be heading this way for their 6th form 

studies. We are grateful for the on-going support of our MP, Dr Neil 

Hudson, to ensure this provision continues for our young people. 

 

 

With my very best wishes.  

Mrs Gill Jackson 



  

Focus on our decision to join  
Changing Lives Learning Trust  
 
After a unanimous vote from the Governing Board, Alston Moor Federation 
has applied to the Department of Education to become an academy and 
join Changing Lives Learning Trust (CLLT). 
 
The driver behind this decision is to provide the very best education 
possible for the young people around Alston Moor, both now and well into 
the future.  The governors are well aware that the schools are extremely 
important to our community and are committed to ensuring the schools 
within the Federation continue to thrive and support our young people as 
successive generations of children grow up. 
 
75% of secondary schools in England and Wales are now academies.  It 
was a policy of the labour government under Tony Blair and Gordon 
Brown, and continues to be the policy of the current government. There is 
no indication that either main party are planning to change this central 
policy in their education plans.  The way in which schools are funded in 
our country is geared towards the academy model, and while financial 
security is a driving factor in this decision the choice of Changing Lives 
Learning Trust is about ensuring the ways the schools work at the 
moment is respected and valued by our new partners. 
 
We are a Federation of three very strong schools, we are not being forced 
into this decision, rather we are choosing a partnership which we feel will 
benefit the schools and our children, and we are being proactive in 
forming this partnership. 
 
CLLT is not an academy chain that expects conformity.  The vision of the 
CEO and the Trust board is to nurture, celebrate and develop each of the 
schools within the trust as unique and individual places.  There will be no 
changes in curriculum, staffing, governance, uniform, logos etc etc as a 
result of this decision. 
 
The governors believe that joining CLLT will benefit the schools in a 
number of ways, one of the most significant is that CLLT has a Teaching 
School, One Cumbria, as part of its family of schools.  A Teaching School 
exists to teach teachers and other school staff at all stages of their 
careers.  Being part of CLLT means we are part of One Cumbria, so we 
will be working with staff from lots of different schools, at all stages of 
their careers, and benefitting from the energy and ideas that will 
generate.  This in turn will ensure that the classroom and extra curricular 
experience for all our children will be constantly enhanced and refreshed.  
 
We have put a summary of the discussion of the consultation evening we 
held in April on our new website.  You can see that the discussion was 
detailed and challenging.  The very high attendance at this meeting 
indicates just how highly our schools are valued.  The prevailing mood of 
the people who attended this meeting was extremely positive about the 
decision to join CLLT, which is why the governors had the confidence to 
make a unanimous decision to proceed with the conversion. 
 
 



  

Focus on successful SKS students 
 

 
 

In this newsletter we focus on three sisters, Clare, Anya, and Sian Dodd. 

 

Clare works for MultiVerse 
(Euan Blair's company).  This 
company provides 
alternative courses to 
University - a bit like 
bespoke 
apprenticeships.  She is Vice
-President with 350 people 
answerable to her. 

 

After having done a nursing 
degree at Edinburgh 
University, Anya is now 
nursing at the Western 
General in Edinburgh. 

 

 

 

Sian studied criminology at Nottingham Trent University and is now a detective 
working for the Metropolitan Police. 

 

We are very proud of all our alumni, and send our 
congratulations to Clare, Anya and Sian on their 
successful careers, so far.  We really enjoy the fact 
that they have chosen such diverse pathways, but are 
all making a such a positive difference to the lives of 
other people. 

 
 



  

Learning news at SKS  
 

Focus on Achievement  
 

 

 
We are very proud to announce that Aaron Brown has been nominated for an 
Outstanding Achievement Award with Your Futures.  
 
He was nominated by the team involved with the year 9 Dreamscheme work, 
which supported our local warm hub in providing hot food during last winter. His 
contribution to making this team venture a success was widely acknowledged.  
 
We look forward to hearing if 
Aaron is victorious when he 
attends the celebration event in 
November.  
 
 
 



  

Learning news at SKS  
 

Focus on Pastoral Care  
 

 
This term we have been working with 
Mike Nicholson from Progressive 
Masculinity. We have been fortunate to 
secure sessions for a year 5/6, year 9 and 
year 10 group. Mike is currently in high 
demand as he works with schools across 
the country on some topical issues and 
delivers a programme aimed at  
 
¶ Challenging existing misconceptions of 
masculinity within students. 
¶ Beginning to reconstruct a more 
progressive model of masculinity 
¶ Raise the self-esteem, emotional intelligence and oracy of the pupils 
involved,  encouraging aspirational goals. 

¶ Tap into our pupilsô leadership potential, empowering them to be the drivers 
for positive change within the school. 

 
 
This has been a well-received piece of work to support our boys and young men 
in school and as they develop as individuals. The sessions have focused on 
 
¶ What is masculinity? Who am I ómeantô to be? 

¶ Socio-cultural influences 

¶ Communication 

¶ Anger and Emotional Control (self-regulation) 

¶ Aspirations and Role Models 

¶ Attitudes towards other social groups 
 

We were pleased to have had 
contact from parents after 
these sessions to express how 
much their child enjoyed the 
session with Mike. It was 
reported from one family that 
their son went home and told 
their Mum all about it. She was 
really pleased with how 
interested he was and how he 
wanted to pass the message 
on.  



  

Learning news at SKS  
 

Focus on English  
 

 
 

Hexham Book Festival 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

In April, we had a great trip to Hexham Middle School to hear from the non-
binary author JD Lapinski and her novel óJamieô.  JD talked about the potential 
challenges and positives that young gender-neutral people face, the value of 
friendship and the importance of having a voice and being proud.  As always, 
our pupils were a credit to the school.  Two of our pupils bought the book and 
have read it.  Here is what they have to say: 

 

ñIt sounds very interesting because it shows you can be whoever you want to 
be and you donôt have to be afraidò. 

John Dickson, Year 7 

 

ñIt could inspire people to read more because itôs about something that most 
authors donôt write about.  There are a lot of cliff hangers.  I was literally on the 
edge of my seat wondering what was going to happen next.  I would give this 
book 5 stars and would recommend it to children from the age of 10 upwardsò . 

 

Tilly Gough, Year 7 



  
 

Learning news at SKS  
 

Focus on English continuedé 
 
Penrith Big Book Quiz ï July 2023 

 

We are looking forward to sending some of our year 6 and 7 keen readers to 
Ullswater Community College on Friday 7th July to take part in the óBig Book 
Quizô.  Here are the titles that our pupils are reading in preparation.  Perhaps 
there is something in here that you could read over the summer holiday! 



  
 

Learning news at SKS  
 

Focus on English  continued...  
 

Year 8 have been reading Charles Dickensô novel óGreat 
Expectationsô.  They have been learning about Victorian 
England including law and punishment and social class.  The 
pupils have found the protagonist Pipôs character development 
very interesting, particularly his relationship with Miss 
Havisham.   

 

Here is the subject terminology that year 8 have been learning as we read the 
novel.  

 Allegory A narrative 
technique in which 
characters 
represent things or 
abstract concepts 
to convey a 
message. 

Narrative 
Perspective 

The point of 
view that a story 
is told from 

Antagonist The main character 
who comes into 
conflict with the 
protagonist. 

Novel A ficitious 
narrative of book 
length 

Bildungsrom
an 

German: 
bildung 
(education) + 
roman (novel) 

A novel which 
follows a 
protagonistôs 
formative years 

  

Omniscient 
Narrator 

A narrator who 
is all-knowing 
and therefore, 
knows more 
than the 
characters 

Character A person in a novel Picaresque 

Spanish: picaro 
(rogue 

Story following 
lots of short 
episodes, usually 
with a 
disreputable 
protagonist 

  
Characterisa
tion 

The creation or 
construction of a 
fictional character 

Plot The direction of 
the main events 
in the story and 
how they relate 
to each other. 

Climax The most exciting 
or important point 
in the novelôs story 

Protagonist The leading 
character or one 
of the major 
characters in a 
story. 



 

 
 

Learning news at SKS  
 

Focus on English continued...  
 

Year 7 - Legends  
 
Year 7 have been learning about the 
epic poem óBeowulfô and how the 
English language has evolved from old 
English to the modern day.  The 
pupils have been discovering how the 
story of Beowulf has inspired modern 
day stories such as óA Monster Callsô 
which we have also been reading.  
Using these texts as a stimulus, the 
class have been experimenting with 
different sentence types to write 
about a frightening encounter and this 
is what they wrote: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



  
 

Learning news at SKS  
 

Focus on English  continued...  
 
Good luck to our year 11s who have completed their GCSE English 
Literature exams and will be completing their English Language exams 
following the half term holiday.   

Colloquial Language used in 
ordinary or familiar 
conversation: not 
formal language 

Realism to describe story 
elements without 
using 
elaborate imagery, 
or figurative 
language. 

Conventions A common or 
ótraditionalô ingredient 
often used in novels. 

Resolution The point of a story 
in which the conflict 
is solved 

Dialogue a conversation 
between two or more 
people 

Rising Action The parts of a story 
which build towards 
the climax 

Epistolary 
Novel 

A novel written as a 
series of letters. 

Satire The use of humour, 
irony, exaggeration 
and ridicule to 
criticise particular 
people or groups of 
people 

Exposition Explanation, scene 
setting at the start of a 
story 

Serialisation Publishing a novel in 
parts, rather than 
as a whole 

Falling Action The part of the story 
which takes place 
immediately after the 
climax 

Social Class The way in which 
society is divided up 
according to 
different social and 
economic status 

First-person 
narrator 

The person telling the 
story as if it is 
happening to them 

Subjective 
Viewpoint 

A personôs personal 
opinions or feelings, 
rather than facts 

Foreshadowing an advance sign or 
warning of what is to 
come in the future 

Symbolism Use of an object to 
represent ideas or 
qualities 

Humour Being funny or comic Theme Idea that runs 
through a literary 
work 

Irony Using words opposite 
to what you mean in 
order to be funny or 
make a point 

Third-person 
omniscient 
narrator 

The person telling 
the story who 
knows more than 
the characters and 
watches them ófrom 
aboveô. 

Motif A recurring symbol 
that is often closely 
related to theme 

Weather 
Symbolism 

Using the weather 
conditions to convey 
a deeper meaning 



  

Learning news at SKS  
 

Focus on Maths 
                

 

What is being taught? 

The students in Year 7 & 8 have focussed on being able to understand algebra. 
This has started with their understanding and use of single function machines 
for both inputs and outputs. E.g.   

X 6 = 24   

Once the students understood these we moved on to 2-step function machines 
with numbers and algebra. This then allowed the students to generate a 
sequence from a given rule. E.g.   

3n + 2 = 5, 8, 11 ,14, 17  

We have also focussed on using brackets and equations; with a focus on 
multiplying out single and double brackets and factorising.   

Example of multiplying out a bracket;   

3(2a + 4) = 6a + 12   

Example of factorising;   

6a + 12 = 3(2a + 4)  

We have also made sure there is the opportunity to use their skills in practical 
ways whether itôs finding missing numbers, playing chess or playing area 
dominoes.   

 



  

Learning news at SKS  
 

Focus on Maths continued...  
 

Our lunchtime Chess club continues 
this term.  This has helped our 
students develop into super 
mathematicians!  

Our Year 9s started the term by 
finishing off work on Pythagorasô 
theorem! They firstly identified the 
hypotenuse within a right angle 
(longest side) and whether the 
triangle was right angled. This 
developed on to the students being 
able to calculate the length of the 
hypotenuse and other missing sides 
within a triangle.   

 

They have now just finished a unit of work on enlargement and similarity, which 
has consisted of predominantly enlarging shapes by a positive, fractional and 
negative scale. This has been done through collaboration work in pairs and 
groups; which has been exceptionally successful.   



 
Learning news at SKS  
 

Focus on Maths continued...  
 

 

Our Year 10 students have focussed on 2 main 
topics over the last month. This started with 
Ratio and Fractions looking at comparing 
quantities using a ratio and sharing given total 
or 1 part. By the end of the unit we were 
developing our knowledge of 1:n and n:1. E.g.  

 
4:12  

              Divide by 4       1:n Divide by 4  
                           1:3  
 
 
The unit was completed looking at best buy 
problems, combined ratio and mixed ratio 
problems.    

 
Just before May half-term students completed a unit on Percentages and 
Interest comparing fractions, decimals and percentages. This quickly developed 
to finding increases and decreases with and without a calculator and looking at 
using simple and compound interest.    



  

Learning news at SKS  
 

Focus on Humanities  
 

Over the course of the last academic year all year groups in Key Stage 3 have 

been working hard in both Geography and History to establish the building 

blocks of knowledge to prepare them for their Key Stage 4 studies.  The units 

covered, which can be seen on the curriculum journey diagrams, have been put 

together to give students a sound background understanding of each unit as 

they are covered in more detail during their Key Stage 4 curriculum. 

 

Units in History which students have found particularly interesting are the 
óRuling Englandô one which looked at the change in the balance of power 
between the monarchy and Parliament over the last 1000 years. Something 
which is particularly pertinent given the events over the last few weeks.  Year 8 
students were fascinated by the óInvestigating Historyô unit which looked at the 
squalid and dangerous conditions in Victorian London which allowed Jack the 
Ripper to operate.  Year 9 students are looking at the fascinating series of 
events which led to the Cold War between USA and USSR in the 1960s and 
1970s.  Examining how political tensions were so delicate that people in the 
USA were actually buying atomic bomb shelters for their back gardens and the 
impact this political tension had on the general public and what it meant to 
international relations globally. 



  

Learning news at SKS  
 

Focus on Humanities  
 

In our studies in Key Stage 3 Geography year 7 students started their journey 

into the subject by looking in detail at a significant place in every continent, 

they particularly enjoyed completing the Pingu exploration task in Antarctica.  

Year 8 students have had a very busy year covering many topics including a 

comparison between the different stages of development by looking at China 

and comparing the country to Kenya.  They have also completed a course of 

local sustainability issues and came up with 3 different projects in an aim to 

improve sustainability in our local environments.  This work involved 2 outside 

agencies both of whom were extremely impressed with all studentsô levels of 

engagement and their ideas.  Students then had to present their ideas to a local 

council official who was also equally impressed.  Year 9 students have been 

preparing themselves for the move up to Key Stage 4 studies with a range of 

units which aim to bridge the gap between KS3 and KS4.  The unit on 

Globalisation and Fashion was very interesting to all members of the class.  

With a massive take up for the Key Stage 4 Geography group next year I would 

like to think that students have found the lessons interesting and engaging. 

Finally, I would like to thank my Key Stage 4 Business Studies group for their 
commitment and engagement with the course completed this year.  All students 
have worked tirelessly and, mostly, with good humour.  However, I have learnt 
not to get into a discussion on the relative merits of Cadburys and Galaxy 
chocolate, I actually lost 10 minutes of a lesson whilst a quite heated debate 
played out! All students have shown themselves to be fully focussed and 
endeavouring to attain the best grades possible in their final exams.  I have no 
doubt that all students will get the grades they deserve and I wish them the 
best of luck. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  

Learning news at SKS  
 

Focus on Technology 
This last half term, students in DT have been working to complete projects. In 
Year 7, students were making a calendar from assembled parts that they 
sanded and painted to their own design. The back section was shaped using a 
scroll saw or coping saw. Year 7 have now begun a project to design and make 
an organic-shaped pendant or key fob made from aluminium using a wide range 
or hand tools and workshop machinery.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 are nearing the completion of a pair of pine bookends with painted MDF 
features. In this project they have learned how to mark out and cut finger-
joints and lap joints, the safe use of a range of hand tools and machinery as 
well as the need for accuracy and a quality finish. Next, they are learning about 
structures, forces, and bridge design culminating in the making of a scale model 
bridge which will be tested against others in the class for its strength on a 
testing rig. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  

Learning news at SKS  
 

Focus on Technology 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A potentially difficult project, due to its numerous parts and fiddly construction, 
Year 9 have been making a mechanical toy that uses wooden cams to move one 
or more followers up-and-down or around using a crank handle. The finished 
products are enhanced with paint.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The GCSE group recently completed their coursework with superb coursework 
folders and well-made products for which they should be proud. They are 
currently preparing for the exam, learning theory and practising exam 
technique. Good Luck to everyone sitting exams this year. 



  

Learning news at SKS  
 

Focus on Art and Technology  
 

Key stage 3 art project  - Graffiti Art or Vandalism?  
 
We all encounter problems in our community with graffiti. What are your 
feelings about the graffiti that boldly crops up on bridges, cars, walls, etc.? 
Graffiti makes statements about identity, politics, and art, but it has also been 
associated with destruction and vandalism. Graffiti refers to the writings, 
scribblings, markings, drawings, sketches, spray paintings, or initials made on 
public property such as, walls, public toilets, transport stations, etc. It has been 
around for a long time. Some associate graffiti with defacing property, while 
others regard it as art. You have probably walked by graffiti hundreds of times, 
sometimes admiring the artistôs talent and sometimes ignoring it or even 
getting annoyed by it.  
 
 
This was the discussion we had with the Key Stage three students. Our 
conclusion was that Graffiti is art if it is well thought out with an underlying 
message. Permission should be given, but is it then still Graffiti?  
 
Our students decided to put some serious thought and effort into their 
personalised tags to create some interesting art.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



  

Learning news at SKS  
 

Focus on PE 

 
At Samuel Kingôs School we recognise the importance of being able to swim and 
be confident in the water. Due to the rural location of some of our students, 
who live near water, it is vital that they have the life skill of being able to swim.  

This term our year 7 and 8 students have been going to swimming lessons. We 
identified that, due to Covid lockdowns, many of our students were not water 
confident. Woggle Goggle Swimming School have opened a fantastic new facility 
in Penrith which we have taken our students to.  

Pupils were assessed on their swimming ability and a personalised programme 
of lessons was put together for our students. The students have had over 10 
sessions and all pupils have really enjoyed the sessions and made great 
progress in their swimming ability. The students are looking forward to coming 
next academic year when we hope to roll this programme out to our year 7, 8 
and 9 students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Learning news at SKS  
 

Focus on Performing Arts  
 
Performing Arts trip to Newcastle College 

We had a superb trip to Newcastle College Performing Arts facilities on Tuesday 
23rd May. Our students were able to join in with the level 3 students doing 
dance and drama workshops, a jazz and tap class for the dance enthusiasts, 
and a devised and scripted workshop for our dramatists. They were given a tour 
of the custom built theatre and studios, our students got a glimpse of what it 
would be like to study there at further or higher education level. The college 
have offered us further visits and discounted rates to watch their degree level 
shows. It has been brilliant for our school to make this strong Performing Arts 
connection with a college with such excellent facilities and programmes. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A former SKS student and Newcastle College BA (Hons) dance graduate Erin 
Lee was a lovely tour guide and friendly role model for the students. The tutors 
at Newcastle College were most impressed with our students feeding back to us 
that they were mature, fantastic ambassadors stepping up to the next stage of 
education with confidence and enthusiasm. 



  

Learning news at SKS  
 

Focus on Fashion Show 2023  
 

A fantastic evening was had hosting the Pre-Loved clothing Fashion show on 
24th May. Students and staff worked extremely hard to produce a range of 
clothing which was sold to raise funds for Cancer Research.Students modelled 
clothing that they upcycled and the local Dance school wowed the audience with 
their routines.  

With the combination of ticket sales and clothing sales the show raised 
approximately Ã300. Well done to all of those that participated and to everyone 
that joined us on the night.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are pictures of our students modelling some of the clothing that was on 
sale to raise funds for Cancer Research. 

 

 

 



  

Learning news at SKS  
 

Focus on Fashion 
 

 

Below are photos of our students customising pre-loved clothing for the fashion 
show. 

Over the space of a month students gave up their lunch time and joined in after 
school to produce stunning outfits. Clothing was embellished with jewelled 
patches, stitching and trims. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you to all members of the public that donated clothing. Special thanks to 
Absolutely gift shop in Alston for their large donation. 

 

 



  

Learning news at SKS  
 

Focus on Performing Arts  
 

Alston Pantomime óPeter Panô 

The Alston pantomime óPeter Panô had four very memorable performances to 
sell out audiences over the Easter break and was a great success involving 
many students from Alston Moor Federation alongside members of the local 
community and the dance school.  There were some very notable performances 
from Willow as Tinkerbell, Jake as Buttons, Philippa as Wifi, Sophie Carling, 
Phoebe Brown and Darcy Wilkin as pirates.  The panto had many twists and 
turns amusing sub plots and comedic scenes.  It is written by Trevor Wright, 
produced by Raymond Miller and the gala committee.  The pantomime was 
extremely well received by the whole community and the students who were 
involved and performed were a credit to Alston Moor Federation. 

 



  

 

Learning news at SKS  
 

Focus on Performing Arts  
 

AMEDS Langwathby Mayday celebrations 

45 dancers from Alston Moor and Eden Dance Schoolôs Melmerby and Alston 

branches performed at the Langwathby Mayday celebrations on Saturday 20th 

May.  It was a glorious hot day and the dancers performed brilliantly through 

the heat with their óLetôs get physicalô commercial routine, Matilda and Hamilton 

musical medleys.  The audience commented on their commitment, expression 

and performance skills.  Langwathby Mayday is the first of three outdoor events 

the dance school are scheduled to perform at with Alston Gala approaching on 

Saturday 24th June and Allendale Mayfair on Saturday 22nd July. 

 


