Applebee Wood School                                  
Music Policy 
SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT
Applebee Wood School is an inclusive school where we work together to provide a caring and supportive environment to meet and celebrate the diverse abilities and needs of all our pupils, enabling them to fulfil their personal, social, moral and academic potential.

SCHOOL AIMS
· To provide a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum differentiated to meet individual needs.

· To encourage and promote understanding of each pupil’s individual needs.

· To raise self-esteem through a positive approach to teaching & learning.

· To develop and enhance appropriate social skills in a range of contexts.

· To increase independence for life.
INTRODUCTION
This document is a statement of aims, principles and strategies for the teaching and learning of music at Applebee Wood School.  Music is a unique way of communicating that can inspire and motivate children.  It is a vehicle for individual expression and can play an important part in a child’s personal development.  Music reflects the culture and society in which we live and so the teaching and learning of music enables children to better understand their world.  Besides being a creative and enjoyable activity, music can also be a highly academic and demanding subject.  It may also play an important role in helping children feel part of a community.  We provide opportunities for all children to create, play, perform and enjoy music, to develop the skills to appreciate a wide variety of musical form and to begin to make judgements about the quality of music. It is our aim through the medium of Music to explore and extend the awareness of pupils’ living in and belonging to, a multicultural society. All pupils are given access to as wide a range of musical experiences as possible. They are given the opportunity to use music to express their feelings and emotions. The music with which our pupils are involved helps to make a unique contribution to the enrichment and satisfaction of their human spirit and provide a basis on which they can build for the future.  
AIMS OF MUSIC EDUCATION IN OUR SCHOOL
Applebee Wood School recognises the importance of music in the spiritual, social and cultural well-being of mankind.  It seeks, therefore, to establish a musical environment which fosters creativity, and which enables children to:

· Enable each pupil to grow musically at his/her own pace and level.
· Develop the pupils’ listening skills.

· Develop the pupils’ imagination, inventiveness and artistic skills.
· Give pupils a means of both verbal and non-verbal expressiveness and communication.

· Build on what the pupil already knows.

· Help each pupil to develop their self-esteem and confidence.

· Enable the pupils to cooperate with others.

· Help the pupils to concentrate and develop memorising skills.

· Enable the pupils to respond to music individually.

Throughout the music programme, the pupils will be continually working on the development of:

· Communication

· Self-awareness

· Group awareness

· Concentration
CURRICULUM AND SCHOOL ORGANISATION

At Applebee Wood School we make music an enjoyable learning experience.  We encourage children to participate in a variety of musical experiences through which we aim to build up the confidence of children.  Singing lies at the heart of good music teaching and focuses on developing children’s ability to sing in tune and with other people.  Through singing songs, children learn about the structure and organisation of music.  We teach them to listen and to appreciate different forms of music.  As children get older, we expect them to maintain their concentration for longer and to listen to more extended pieces of music.  Children develop descriptive skills in music lessons when learning how music can represent feelings and emotions.  We give children musical experiences that help them develop a fundamental skills, concepts and knowledge of music.  They devise musical ideas together and learn to perform from notations, interpreting signs and symbols.  We recognise that there are children of widely different musical abilities in all classes, so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child.  
We achieve this in a variety of ways by:

· setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses

· setting tasks of increasing difficulty (not all children complete all tasks)

· providing resources of different complexity, depending on the ability of the child

· using classroom assistants to support the work of individuals or groups of children.
EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage)
We teach music in Donaldson class as an integral part of topic work covered during the year. As Donaldson class are working at Foundation Stage of the National Curriculum, we relate the musical aspects of the children’s work to objectives set out in the Engagement Steps, which underpin the curriculum planning for younger and sensory learners in school. Music contributes to a child’s personal and social development.  Counting songs foster a child’s mathematical ability and songs from different cultures increase a child’s knowledge and understanding of the world.
ADDITIONAL MUSIC TEACHING

Children are offered the opportunity to learn to play pBones (2022-2023). The brass lessons will be taught by Lancashire Music Service and are free to the pupils. Children have previously had external tuition on the Ukulele and there are now two Ukulee clubs at school. 
The primary children all take part in the Nativity Play. All senior pupils are offered the opportunity to perform in the A Factor either individually or in a group. We try to arrange as many live music performances/workshops in school as possible. 
MUSIC CURRICULUM PLANNING

Our school uses the Lancashire Charanga music scheme as the basis for its curriculum planning for Donaldson Class to Year 8.  All teachers who are new to this scheme are offered the opportunity to attend an introductory course. While there are opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each teaching unit, the planned progression built into the scheme of work means that the children are increasingly challenged as they move through the school.  
Sometimes specific music skills, concepts or knowledge are the focus, and these provide the objectives for what is to be learned by pupils of different abilities and maturities at the end of each key stage.

Our music planning is geared to three aspects of progress:

· increasing breadth and range of musical experiences

· increasing challenge and difficulty in musical activities

· increasing confidence, sensitivity and creativity in the children’s music making.
In year 9, the pupils work towards the Expressive Arts section of the ASDAN Bronze award.
SEMI-FORMAL and Sensory CURRICULUM

From September 2021, Applebee Wood School has offered a semi-formal and Sensory curriculum to multiple classes. Music forms an integral part of the curriculum for these pupils. These learns are taught the SEND Scheme on Charanga. The pupils are encouraged to sing on a regular basis. Musical activities are available to the pupils throughout the day e.g. piano mat, klacks box, iPad activities. The pupils are also given the opportunity to play a selection of musical instruments regularly e.g. Boomwhackers, electronic drum kits. 

To tie together the Formal Semi –Formal and Sensory Curriculums, Applebee Wood has designed a bespoke personalised curriculum centring on three interlinking pathways. 

These pathways are:

Reaching Out - A sensory curriculum for life and learning Pupils with multiple complex needs learn through consistent routines, sensory experiences and interaction with adults.
Stepping On - An exploratory curriculum for life and learning. Pupils learn through play, exploration, practical activities and community involvement. 

Climbing Up - An academic curriculum for life and learning with provision for pupils’ specialist needs. Pupils access the National Curriculum Programmes of Study, adapted and augmented in the light of individual needs

These pathways will allow children to access bespoke learning to allow them to progress in, enjoy and experience music
contribution of music to teaching in other curriculum areas

English

Music contributes significantly to the teaching of English in our school by actively promoting the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening.  Children develop their language skills through singing songs, with attention to diction, meaning and rhyme.  They use reference books and develop research skills when finding out about the history of music and musicians.  Music is also used to stimulate discussion.  Through working with others in a musical setting, children develop their ability to communicate ideas effectively.  Music is a language and contains many musical elements such as rhythm, pitch, pace timbre and dynamics.

Mathematics
Music contributes to the teaching of mathematics in that children who study the structure of music are observing patterns and processes.  Talent in music is often linked with talent in mathematics, as the rhythm and structure of music is mathematically based.

Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
ICT is used in music where appropriate.  Children use computer programmes and Garage Band on the iPad, to compose music.  We also use electronic drum pad sets.  The pupils also use ICT in music to enhance their research skills through the Internet.  Children improve the presentation of their work, through the use of ICT.

PE

Pupils have access to percussion instruments in order to accompany movement sequences in Dance and Gymnastic lessons as well as accessing pre-recorded music. The pupils regularly use music in dance lessons and yoga.
Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) and Citizenship
Music contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social, citizenship and health education.  Through the common goal of making music children learn to work effectively with other people and build up good relationships.  Music is the basis of many social activities and has an important role to play in the personal development of many young people.  It has a vital role to play in building self-confidence.  Participation in successful public musical performances is sometimes one of the most memorable things young people do at school.

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development
Listening, creating or performing music can sometimes be a moving and even spiritual experience.  We encourage children to reflect on the important effect that music has on people’s moods, senses and quality of life.  Children at Applebee Wood School have the opportunity to encounter music from many cultures, and, through their growing knowledge and understanding of the music, they develop more positive attitudes towards other cultures and societies.

TEACHING MUSIC TO CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

We teach music to all children, whatever their ability, in accordance with the school curriculum policy of providing a broad and balanced education to all children.  Teachers provide learning opportunities matched to the needs of children with learning difficulties, and our work in music takes into account the targets set for individual children in their Individual Education Plans (IEPs). The music lessons aim to help the children achieve their IEP targets where possible and in particular, where confidence or self-esteem is an issue.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

It is the responsibility of all teachers to ensure that all pupils, irrespective of gender, ability, including gifted pupils, ethnicity and social circumstance, have access to the curriculum and make the greatest progress possible.  Great care and consideration is required concerning the groupings used in teaching music. We seek to take advantage of all the multi-cultural aspects of music. This involves using a range of multi-cultural instruments within the classroom and listening to and singing a range of music from other countries.  
DIFFERENTIATION

Differentiation is incorporated into all music lessons and can be done in a variety of ways:

Stepped activities - which become more difficult and demanding but cater for the less able in the early sections.

Common Tasks – which are open ended activities where differentiation is by outcome.

Resourcing – which provides a variety of resources depending on abilities e.g. the names of notes on the keys, different instruments etc. 
ASSESSMENT AND RECORD KEEPING
Informal judgements are continually made, and attainment measured against the B squared targets. This assessment is used to provide diagnostic information about individuals and helps to plan future teaching and learning.  Each pupil is assessed using B squared and progress is monitored three times a year. In 2022/2023, this will be done using progression steps. If pupils are not meeting their set target, an intervention strategy is put in place to ensure the pupil makes the required progress.  Recordings are often made of performing/composing activities and all these assessment techniques are used as a basis for reporting to parents at parent’s evenings and in the annual reviews.

The addition of the three pathways to our curriculum has led to an update to the expectations for assessment. This ensures that with correct support and teaching, children across all pathways should continue to make ‘good’ progress throughout their time at Applebee Wood. 

RESOURCES

There are sufficient resources for teaching all aspects of music in the school.  We keep resources for music in the music storeroom, with different types of instrument in separate boxes. We increase the range of instruments each year.
ORGANISATION, MONITORING AND REVIEW

Each Primary and Key Stage 3 class has one lesson per week (at least 45 mins).

The role of the Subject Leader is to:

· plan work with teachers

· prepare policy and scheme of work

· develop policy and scheme of work with staff

· specify and order resources

· monitor and maintain condition and availability of resources

· monitor teaching and learning of music.

This policy reflects the school values and philosophy in relation to the teaching and learning of music.  Applebee Wood School seeks to establish a musical environment that encourages children to see themselves as musicians and find a lasting sense of fulfilment in musical expression.

September 2022
This policy will be reviewed by January 2022
Signed :Owen Branford
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