Communiqué
Spring 2021

CONGRATULATIONS!
ATS PUPILS ACHIEVE FIRST PLACE
IN MANGAHIGH’S NATIONAL
MATHEMATICS COMPETITION
ARTISTIC PUPIL CREATES
BEAUTIFUL ARTWORK DURING
LOCKDOWN
AND MORE!
Welcome to our latest edition of ‘Communiqué’ from Archbishop Temple School.

A message from
the Headteacher
Dear Parent/Carer

great finish and in many ways
that’s how I feel. It was an
I can do all things through
absolute joy to be able to open
Christ who strengthens me
on the 8th March and see
(philippians 4:13)
school full of pupils ready to
learn, meet with their friends
It would be very easy to start
and re-establish relationships.
this letter by highlighting all the I can say the very same thing
frustrations we have all felt
for our staff. School is a
during the recent lockdown,
vibrant place to be and some
but this is not the time or the
established learning routines
season to look back. As we
have had a visible benefit on
journey through Lent we are
everyone.
constantly reminded of the
sacrifices made for us, but
Of course the last two weeks
more importantly the renewal
haven’t been easy with mass
and optimism that comes on
testing of all pupils up to 3
Easter Sunday. I do hope Lent times each with at least a 3
is going well for you all and
day gap between tests. I
that you are looking forward to would like to thank staff, pupils
brighter days with hope and
and parents for the way they
optimism.
have supported us through
testing. We did have 6 tests
So what of this term? Well
prove positive with 2 of these
there is a phrase bad start
later proving to be negative;
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our thoughts and prayers stay
with those pupils and their
families who are struggling
through a Covid infection.
From personal experience I
know this is not a pleasant
illness. Testing in school is
now complete and home
testing is with us all for the
near future and certainly
through the Easter break.
Further details about home
testing can be found on our
website.
GCSE exams have been a
concern for us all since
September and at last this term
the government decided upon
how our Year 11 pupils would
be awarded GCSE grades this
year. It is now clear how
teachers will come to
judgements and what pieces of
work will be used to formulate
their judgements. This has
now been shared with our Year
11 who continue to work hard
through very difficult
circumstances. We will of
course ensure all our pupils
receive grades that are a true
reflection of the hard work
done. Keep going Year 11,

there is much to work for in
moment is not possible but
preparation for your next steps could I ask that our girls are not
and well done so far.
rolling up their skirts to make
them too short. Could I also
Next term we will be able to
bring to your attention the
move a little further to
school’s policy on jewellery
normality and start having
and hair styles.
pupils taught in specialist
rooms rather than staying in
I look forward to seeing you in
zones throughout the day. I am person as soon as it is safe,
sure you all appreciate the
please look out for next term’s
importance of school uniform. parent forum (date TBC) when
Can I politely remind all that the I will feed back on progress
school uniform skirt should be from the points raised earlier
knee length as per the
this term and take/discuss any
uniform policy. I appreciate
further points. I hope you are
purchasing new skirts at the
able to enjoy the Easter break

and hopefully additional
freedoms to catch up properly
with friends and family.
Mr I. Catlow
Headteacher

MANY THANKS
Many thanks to Booths and
Morrisons supermarkets for
their kind donations of
Cadbury’s Creme eggs. They
will be given to pupils to wish
them a very Happy Easter.

PUPILS TAKE ON THE Pi CHALLENGE
14th March marks Pi Day, an
annual celebration of the
mathematical sign pi. Founded
in 1988 by physicist Larry
Shaw, March 14 was selected
because the numerical date
(3.14) represents the first three
digits of pi.
To celebrate Pi Day
the Mathematics Department
held a pi recitation competition
either side of the main day.
During a one off lesson
students looked at memory
techniques inspired by two
time world memory champion

Jonas von Essen.
The pi competition heated up
after opening rounds of words
and pictures and with only 15
minutes to prepare the
standard was extremely high.
Notable achievements in
lesson were;
Year 7 Kristy B, Finlay D,
Taichah W, Ayaana V
Year 8 Cailyn N, Benjamin M,
Joshua Q

Year 9 Zander A, Callum A,
Caitlin M, Aaliyah M
Year 10 Michael M, Tabish M,
Matthew N

Year 11 Mark S, Mary T
Two students battled it out at
lunchtime with Muhammad ID
setting a school record with 76
digits. Congratulations to
Nathanael for going first and
being recorded for his attempt,
which you can watch on our
school website. He reached
71 digits.
Well done to everyone who
took part and the Mathematics
Department look forward to the
14th March 2022. Will 76 be
beaten?
Mr D. Hewitt
Second in Maths
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nature of Jesus. There is no
doubt that Jesus did
unpredictable things (turning
water into wine for example),
but his character is constant.
He is the same yesterday,
today and forever (Heb 13:8).
There is something refreshing
to know that God does not
change. He will always be kind
to the downtrodden, he will
always care for the widow, he
will always be angry at injustice
and he will always have
compassion for the sinner.

simple imagery to help, like
light, bread or a vine. These
statements are reassuring
pointing towards abundant life
which only Jesus can offer. He
promises salvation from
darkness, the destroyer and a
lost eternal death.

As we approach Easter we’ll
focus in school on the time
ANDY, OUR CHAPLAIN,
when Jesus declared “I AM the
ASKS ‘IS THIS THE END?’
resurrection (John 11:25).” He
rose Lazarus from the grave.
There is a tangible feel
Not long after that he rose out
amongst people at the moment
of the grave himself. It is
that ‘the end is in sight’. It
Over this half term as part of
without doubt the most
comes with a large dose of
our form worship we’ve been
important weekend in history.
hope and the occasional bit of looking at the great “I AM”
He is the same today as he
scepticism, but thankfully, the
statements Jesus made. They was that weekend. The same
lockdown does seem to be
were recorded in John’s
as he was hanging on that
relinquishing its grip. We’ve
gospel. Jesus echoed the great cross and he is still today
been through a great amount
declaration from Ex 3:14
inviting everyone to trust in him
of change in the last 12
“I AM who I AM”. God
to receive that resurrection
months. It has been said that reassures Moses that he is
power of new life. Have a
change is the only real
complete, whole and relies on great Easter holiday and may I
constant in life (along with
nothing outside of who he is.
invite you to reflect on the
taxes of course) but it does ring We might explain who we are
Easter weekend, considering
true particularly this year.
by saying, “I am English,” or “I the unchanging character of
There has been SO much
am the daughter of,” or even “I Jesus and what he did for us.
change. The way we
am a child of God.” But God
communicate, do our shopping, doesn’t need to, he is who he
Happy Easter.
exercise, it has all been
is. This is good news because
changing so fast. I’ve heard
we can always know he will be God bless,
many staff comment at how
exactly the same.
well the pupils have been
Andy Barnett
managing the change which
When Jesus unwraps more
School Chaplain
has revealed such a great
about who he is, he uses some
resilience in the young people.
In the ever-increasing rate of
change that we experience in
this world I often find myself
thankful for routine and some
level of constant. By ‘constant’
I mean, reliable, trustworthy
and predictable. I’d like to
remind us of another constant
in life. That is the constant
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FIRST PLACE IN NATIONAL MATHS COMPETITION

From Monday 9th November
to Saturday 14th November
2020, pupils in years 7 - 10
at Archbishop Temple School
took part in ‘M-Fluencers
maths week quest England
competition’, a national
competition which was run by
games learning platform
Mangahigh.
Pupils had to play a variety of
maths games to improve their
mental maths/subject
knowledge and win points,
which turned into medals. The
Mathematics Department are
proud to announce that
Archbishop Temple School
came 1st and won a £500
Amazon voucher, which will be
shared between the following
winners; Best in Class and
pupils who achieved over 100

medal points. Prizes claimed
by students so far include
pens/markers, reading books,
a jumper, mouse mat, led
lights, chocolate, and a
stardust dragon to name a few.

A big thank you to Mrs Roden
for taking and placing orders
over several weeks.
Mrs Roden also used the
Amazon voucher to improve
the Mathematics Department’s
puzzle box. We now have
some new, challenging puzzles
and many hands-on activities.
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We look forward to sharing
these with you in the
future. Any pupil achieving
over 150 points will receive a
certificate. Notable
performances were by the
following pupils;
Isabel J – 330 medal points
Felicity L – 295 medal points
Liam H – 222 medal points
Libby H – 220 medal points
David L – 204 medal points
Bethany B – 198 medal points
George B – 196 medal points
Abigayle D – 181 medal points
David U – 168 medal points
Roma M – 152 medal points
Well done to everyone who
took part.
Archbishop Temple School’s
Mathematics Department

A pupil’s love of portraiture has
caught the attention of an
American actor. Klara, who is
in her final year of studying a
GCSE qualification in Art and
Design, uploaded a detailed
drawing of Cory Michael Smith,
known for his roles in TV series
Utopia and Gotham, to social
media and the actor replied
within half an hour, saying he
loved her work.

YEAR 11 PUPIL’S BEAUTIFULLY
DETAILED ARTWORK
CATCHES THE ATTENTION OF GOTHAM ACTOR

“Klara's love and enjoyment of
portraiture is obvious,” said
Ms Markham, Head of Art. “It is
a subject matter with which she
has excelled, particularly over
the past year. Her work is
beautifully detailed with a
wonderful observation of light
and shade, resulting in a series
of drawings of exceptional
quality.”
We thought we’d find out about
how being creative helps Klara
and the inspiration behind her
work.
When did your interest in art
begin?
As far back as I can remember
I’ve enjoyed making art. I found
an old drawing from year 1 and
although it’s not exactly
something to behold, I think it
shows that I’ve been creative
from an early age. I’ve also
grown up in a creative family
which has definitely inspired
me. I started taking art more
seriously, especially pencil
portraits, in high school after I
found it was something I
enjoyed, and now I’m drawing
almost every day.
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From where do you draw
inspiration?
A number of places, but
especially for portraits, I tend to
find myself drawing people
who have made some sort of
impact on me. This is why, for
my GCSE art project, I chose
to base it on feminism and
draw women who really inspire
me, like Frida Kahlo or Carrie
Fisher. Other times, (like my
drawing of the man with the
bleeding face), it can be
completely random; a concept
pops into my head and I have
to jot down as much of it as I
can remember before I forget
it. In terms of what motivates
me to draw so much, I think it’s
the knowledge that each piece
counts as practice, and is
helping me improve my skill.
How does being creative
help you?
Being creative helps in so
many more ways than just
making art. I’ve found that
even in problem solving, being
able to think outside the box is
so important and, as someone
who might be looking to
become an engineer, creativity
will really help me in that area.
At the moment, drawing and
creating art is something I find
very therapeutic, and helps
me, especially during exams,
to handle the stress. During the
second lockdown, I spent a lot
of my time drawing, which
really helped me to clear my
head and keep me focused
and productive.
Tell us a little bit about the
recent portrait of an actor
you drew and his response.

I did a portrait of one of my
favourite celebrities, Cory
Michael Smith, who is an
American actor on a TV show I
watch. I posted the drawing on
social media, and when I
checked my phone in about 20
minutes, he’d replied which
was unbelievable. It was
definitely very special to have
one of my idols compliment me
and I’m very grateful that he
took the time to respond.
Do you plan to study art at
college and beyond?
Of course! In college, I wanted
to continue with at least one
creative subject, which is why,
along with Maths and Physics,
I chose to study Graphic
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Design. I’m hoping it will
inspire creative thinking, and it
will be a fun change to study
more digitally focused art. It’s
too early yet to know if I’m
going to take it further in my
career, or do something else,
but I know for a fact that it will
always be a hobby of mine,
and something I’m going to be
passionate about for the rest of
my life.

VIRTUAL OXBRIDGE VISIT INSPIRES YEAR 11 PUPILS

On Thursday, 25th February,
forty pupils from Year 11
attended a video conference
with Katharine Wiggell, the
Schools’ Outreach Officer for
The Queen’s College, Oxford
University. The call offered us
the chance to explore the
opportunities available within
the universities of Oxford and
Cambridge, the lifestyle a
prestigious education could
give us, and fuel the inspiration
needed to pursue one.
The opportunity to interact with
Katharine via Zoom also gave
us the chance to see each
other for the first time since
before Christmas. Despite the
range of lockdown haircuts, it
made the opportunity even
more special. We were able to
engage with Katharine and
students from the university on
a personal level. Initially, we
discussed different reasons as
to why we might want to attend
university. We explored this
from an academic point of

view, but also from the
perspective of personal goals.
Amongst us, we discussed the
value of learning and
progressing in our careers, but
also the experience as a whole
and social opportunities.
Katharine assured us that we
all had the right idea…
We were given a better
understanding of the structure
of these universities (how
they’re split into colleges rather
than one main campus) and
saw some of the beautiful
colleges at their best. It was
hard not to compare them to
Hogwarts, except there was
less magic and about thirty of
them. We were also given a
better understanding of the
financial aspect of studying at
either Oxford or Cambridge.
Initially, the pastoral support
that was on offer was
explained to us, and Katharine
was able to assure us that we
would be fully supported,
whatever our situation. The
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range of bursaries and
guidance available was very
reassuring, leaving us feeling
as though we’d crossed quite a
daunting topic with confidence.
Towards the end of the call, we
were introduced to two
students from Queens; Libby,
who was studying History and
Kyla, who was studying
Chemistry. We were given the
opportunity to ask as many
questions as we liked, even
running over time! With
A-Levels approaching so
quickly, to hear how they had
pursued their interests and
allowed that to naturally
determine what they studied at
university gave us a fantastic
way in which to consider our
own choices. They assured us
that doing what we enjoy is of
the utmost importance, and
also reflected on how we could
further our interests in our
spare time. Having a
developed interest in our fields
of study was something they
felt would help us stand out
from the crowd.
There’s isn’t a Year 11 who
attended the call that could
deny wanting to study at
Oxford or Cambridge
tomorrow. It has left us with
something to look forward to,
and excited for the future, even
amidst a global pandemic.
Thank you to Mrs Cairns for
organising the opportunity.
Millie, Year 11

ELUNYA SCHOOL, KENYA—AN UPDATE

At the end of November 2020,
pupils in year 7 took part in
their first Spirituality Day at
Archbishop Temple School.
The day focussed on
stewardship and looking after
God’s creation. As part of this,
pupils in year 7 along with
members of staff planted 400
trees in the grounds of the
school. For each tree planted,
each pupil brought in a small
donation to help fundraise for
the installation of a new kitchen
at one of the international
schools we have links with,
Elunyu School in Kenya. We
are delighted to say that the
new school kitchen has been
completed. You can see it
being constructed in the gallery
of photos opposite. Many
thanks to everyone who
supported the day. We extend
our thanks to all parents/carers
who supported us with
fundraising.

Dates for your Diary
Easter Holiday—Monday 29th March—Friday 9th April (inclusive)
Monday 12th April—School reopens
Thursday 15th April—Year 7 Parents’ Evening

Thursday 15th April—Year 9 DTP vaccinations
Monday 19th—Friday 30th April—Year 9 Options Consultations
Thursday 29th April 7pm—8pm—PTA Meeting via Zoom
Monday 3rd May—Bank Holiday
Thursday 6th May—Year 8 HPV Vaccinations
Friday 14th May—PTA Quiz (TBC)
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ARTISTIC PUPIL CREATES BEAUTIFUL ARTWORK DURING LOCKDOWN

An artistic pupil at Archbishop
Temple School has been busy
during lockdown creating an
array of beautiful pieces of art.
Mars, in year 11, is currently
studying for a GCSE
qualification in Art and Design.
Last year one of Mars’
paintings, thanking everyone
working and volunteering for
the NHS, was spotted on our
school social media channels
and now hangs in Royal
Preston Hospital’s paediatric
department.

a truly impressive level of
self-motivation and skill. It is
surely a collection of work to be
proud of.”

improved a bit more. This
lockdown gave me another
opportunity to get a lot more
painting done - Year 11 mocks
had stopped me from doing
We thought we’d find out a little such for a while. The pieces I
bit more about the inspiration
do now typically take a lot
behind Mars’ work.
longer than what I was
producing last year as I now
Tell us a little bit about some constantly try to challenge
of the paintings you have
myself by doing larger and
been working on during the more complex pieces - and the
lockdown.
subjects of them are more
In the first lockdown last year, varied now too.
I started doing canvas
paintings as at the time we had What has been your
“Mars has produced an
no idea how long we would be inspiration?
incredible number of paintings stuck at home and it was the
My inspiration comes from a
over the past year, reflecting a perfect opportunity to make
mixture of things; most of what
wide range of subject matter,
solid progress in my artwork.
I create is either to do with
interests and issues,” said
Despite having not done much things I'm passionate about or
Ms Markham, Head of Art.
work in paint out of all art
have a liking for. A lot of the
“This output of work, completed medias, I picked it up quickly
time I have a bunch of various
independently at home shows and it feels like with each one I concepts in my head but no
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proper idea of how to execute
them, so often my paintings are
a combination of more than
one, or they're a result of me
having a vague idea and just
winging it as I go along. It also
makes it more worthwhile to
know that I can share my art
with others and hopefully bring
them some positivity in these
weird times.
During the first lockdown
last year, you created a
beautiful painting as a 'thank
you' to everyone working
and volunteering for the NHS
during the Covid-19
pandemic. A nurse from
Royal Preston Hospital
spotted your work on our
school Facebook page and it
is now on display in the
hospital's paediatric
emergency department. How
does it feel to have work on
display to the public?
It is a huge honour! When I
originally did that piece, my
only plans were to post it online
and to put it on display in my
window at home (as many
others were putting NHS
rainbows up at the time), so for
it to end up actually in Royal
Preston Hospital and seen by
so many is not something that

was expected at all. Someone
I know actually saw the
painting up on display when
she was in the paediatric
department and sent me a
picture, and it was so surreal to
see something that I painted on
display.
How has being creative
helped you during this
second lockdown?
It's been a lifesaver - the vast
majority of my free time I spend
painting, and at this point I
become restless if I go a day
without doing art. It feels great
to be able to channel my
creativity into something that's
both productive and helps clear
my head a bit. There's no set
way to be creative, which is
somewhat of a comfort and has
most definitely made lockdown
more bearable.
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Are you planning to
continue studying art at
college and beyond?
Absolutely! Art is the one thing
I have consistently had more
passion for than any other
subject or interest, since I was
little. It's something I've poured
so much time and dedication
into, especially over the past
12 months, and in that time my
love for it has only grown. The
closer I get to leaving school,
the more I am set on continuing
in art for as long as possible.
Having some form of creative
or artistic career path is the
only one I can see myself
having at this moment in time,
as it'd be brilliant to make a
living out of something that's
both enjoyable and natural for
me. In September, I'll be going
to Cardinal Newman College to
study Fine Art, so we'll see
where that takes me.

PTA NEWS

We have some fantastic news
to report this term. We have
had one of our best 500 Club
sign ups in years; with 127
members now registered, we
have raised £1270, a third of
which is allocated to cash
prizes. The final draw of the
year will be at the end of the
summer term with a minimum
cash prize of £141. Parents,
carers and other family
members can join up to 4
weeks prior to the draw but
signing up at the beginning of
the academic year guarantees
3 chances of winning the cash
prize.
Our combined virtual
Christmas Raffle and 500 Club
draw raised £2126, which is a
reflection of the generosity and
good will of parents and local
businesses and the dedication
of the PTA that volunteer their
time to make it such a great
success. We are always
looking for new members, so
please do get in touch via the
email address detailed below if
you would like to get involved.
Meetings are informal and they
are a great way to meet other
parents and members of staff.
You won’t be pressured to give
more time than you want but
we would be grateful if you
could give serious
consideration to getting
involved.

The role descriptions are
detailed on the school website
at the following link
https://
www.archbishoptemple.com/
parents-carers/pta/pta-roles

for May and providing there are
no local COVID restrictions our
annual firework display is going
ahead on 5th November! We
are also considering holding a
Christmas Fair at the end of
the year; further information
about all forthcoming events
will follow.

Please apply for the roles in
writing addressed to Claire
Sheridan, PTA Chair, via email Our next PTA meeting is on
at pta@archbishoptemple.com Thursday 29th April at 7pm via
Zoom. Please send an email if
Pupils have suggested some
you would like to attend.
of our up and coming events,
they include the design of a
Have a good Easter break,
2022 calendar, potential
gaming tournament and
Claire Sheridan
chocolate bingo. We are
PTA Chair
planning a virtual family quiz

There are some key voluntary
roles within the PTA, which we
are currently recruiting for Chair, Treasurer and
Refreshments Coordinator.
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