Communiqué
Winter 2020

FESTIVE DOOR COMPETITION
CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY
YEAR 7 PLANT 400 TREES
Welcome to our latest edition of ‘Communiqué’ from Archbishop Temple School.

A message from
the Headteacher
Dear Parent/Carer
I could never have anticipated
that school life would be so
different and for so long.
When we returned in
September, I truly thought that
we would have been able to
gently drift back to “normal”
school life. As you already
know, this has certainly not
been the case. Indeed, I am
not sure that we will ever return
to exactly the same systems
and structures.
Nevertheless, despite having
separate year group bubbles
and staggered breaks and
lunchtimes, we have still been
able to provide many of our
annual events. For example,
pupils in Year 9 participated in
Hunger Day in October within
their bubble groups. In
November, all Year 7 had a
fantastic time during Spirituality
Day, details of which feature in
this Communique. In terms of
meeting with parents, who
would have thought parents’
evenings could take place
remotely? However, we
trialled this with our Year 11

pupils and their parents, and
the feedback was
overwhelmingly positive. So,
we will continue with these for
as long as is necessary this
academic year.

pupils has been a joy this term.
Negative views of life in
schools promoted by some
media channels have proven to
be untrue. I continue to be
overwhelmed by the stoicism
and supportive attitude
Our Christmas celebrations are displayed by so many in
also very different this year. At school. Pupils have a “get on
2.15pm on Wednesday, 16
with it” spirit and have adapted
December, all lessons will
with such positivity. Some
cease and all our school
pupils have even stated that
community will watch our
they prefer the current working
pre-recorded Christmas
environment and like remaining
Celebration, which will
in one area of school for most
comprise readings, music and of their lessons. Our teachers
dance. The focus will be – as
and support staff have become
the title suggests – a shared
adept at speed walking and no
celebration of the significance longer need gym membership
of Christ’s birth. On our final
as they walk miles each day
morning in school, pupils will
moving from lesson to lesson
have an extended form time
and undertake more duties.
during which they will
Pupils are learning and making
experience our usual final
progress - I would say not just
assembly. This will focus on
in terms of their academic
pupils’ achievements during
studies.
our first term back in school,
and feature highlights. In so
This will be my final
many ways, we have continued Communique as our new
to function through adapting to Headteacher, Ivan Catlow,
the restrictions imposed
commences from 1 January
because of COVID-19.
2021. I was supposed to
undertake the role of acting
The resilience of staff and
Headteacher for one term in

Archbishop Temple School, St Vincent’s Road, Fulwood, Preston PR2 8RA
Telephone: 01772 717782 Website: www.archbishoptemple.com
2

autumn 2019. However, one
could not have anticipated that
major events would have to put
this on hold for so long. It has
been a privilege to steer our
school through such
challenging and difficult times,
but I will be glad to hand over
the reins. Indeed, I have never
felt so tested in my career as
during these past sixteen
months. As we approach the
end of this long and unique
term in Archbishop Temple
School, I should like to take this
final opportunity to thank you
for your continued support. As
I have stated previously, it is
only by working together that
we can guarantee the best

possible nurturing, learning and
success for each and every
child in our school community.
I should also like to say a final
thank you to Mrs Ashton and
Mr Girbirdi who are leaving us
to – hopefully – take life at a
slightly slower pace. Thank
you for all that you have given
to our school community.

May I wish you and your family
a happy and peaceful
Christmas.
With kindest regards,
Mrs J. Siddle
Acting Headteacher

This message from Mother
Teresa is especially
appropriate for us all this
Christmas, “At this Christmas
when Christ comes, will He find
a warm heart? Mark the
season of Advent by loving and
serving others with God’s own
love and concern.”

SENDING FESTIVE MESSAGES OF HOPE
Pupils in Mrs Parkinson's 7R
class have been busy making
beautiful Christmas cards to
send to residents of local care
homes.
"Pupils have been learning
about faith and thinking about
their own faith, as part of

the Archbishop of York Youth
Trust Young Leaders Award,"
said Mrs Parkinson. "We
thought it would be a kind
gesture to send Christmas
cards containing messages of
hope, prayers and bible
verses, as well as Christmas
greetings."
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Archbishop of York Youth Trust
Young Leaders Award is a very
prestigious award which was
initiated by The Archbishop of
York. Archbishop Temple is
one of the first schools in the
country where all pupils either
have received the award or are
working towards it.

their loved ones. The big rule
of the game was to avoid
asking our favourite Geordies
Ant and Dec to ‘get me out of
here!’
I’ve found over the last 9
months a desire to say, ‘get me
out here’. ‘Here’ being the year
of lockdown, face masks and
many sad stories about the
ANDY, OUR CHAPLAIN,
impact it has had on people.
TALKS ABOUT
The celebs in the castle would
FREEDOM FOR CHRISTMAS often reminisce about a better
time. None of us are designed
Have you watched much TV
to be confined and we’re
lately? During the last 9
definitely not designed for
months, my TV watching has
isolation. I’ve been mindful of a
significantly increased, I’m
bible verse which explains that
pretty much on first name
creation is ‘groaning’ as it
terms with Netflix at the
awaits salvation
moment! The last few weeks, (Rom 8:22-23). It’s like it can
I’ve been tuning into a castle in remember a better time and is
Wales, where they filmed the
longing to return. ‘Groaning’
latest series of ‘I’m a Celebrity, seems like an appropriate word
Get Me Out of Here!’ Only the to describe how I have felt at
magic of showbiz would bring times this year, maybe you are
together an Olympian, an
similar. We’re all just waiting to
opera singer and a barmaid
return to better circumstances.
from the Rovers Return! They
were surviving with several
A bit like the celebrities, who
other celebrities, locked up
were longing for freedom and
together for 3 weeks, on limited to go back to their ‘normal’
food and facilities. After a few lives, we can often long for a
reptiles and creepy-crawlies
better day, with no pain, guilt or
were thrown in, it became fairly death. It will be great to finally
entertaining to watch.

I found it interesting as it
somewhat reflects a micro
picture of what life has been
like for many of us over the last
year (maybe excluding the
creepy-crawlies!). As the
group went through boredom
and hunger, they would often
talk about the things in life that
they were missing – a cup of
tea, a hot bath and of course
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escape this year of lockdown,
to once again enjoy our
favourite things. It also
illustrates the reality of eternal
circumstances. All of creation
groans for freedom from the
fallen condition. Thankfully
though, 2020 years ago, in
Bethlehem, we were visited by
God himself. Jesus appeared
as a baby to set captives free.
Free from the groaning and
free from sin (Gal 5:1). He did
not come to impose ‘religious’
restrictions but to take away
our burden of sin and to pay for
our freedom by his death. My
invitation this Christmas, even
during this difficult season, is to
ponder your eternal freedom
and what Jesus did to secure it.
He so loves you that he gave
his life to save yours.
Our school vision focuses on
John 10:10 in which we
remember that Jesus came to
give life and life in all its
fullness. Let’s celebrate this
Christmas, thankful that God
gave us the greatest gift –
eternal life in him.
God bless,
Andy Barnett

YEAR 7 SPIRITUALITY DAY

On Tuesday 24th November
2020, pupils in year 7 enjoyed
their first Archbishop Temple
Spirituality Day. The day
focussed on stewardship and
looking after God’s creation. As
part of this, pupils in year 7
along with members of staff
planted 400 trees in the
grounds of the school.

carbon footprint, decorating
pebbles with their pledges,
which will eventually form part
of a display. They enjoyed tree
planting and eco-pledge
initiatives as part of the
Woodland Trust and 'Plant
Britain' Countryfile campaign
for the ‘Big Climate Fightback'.

one of the international
schools, we have links with,
Elunyu School in Kenya. We
reached our target and raised
£165, which will pay for the
installation of a new kitchen at
the school. As well as
fundraising pupils learned more
about the other international
schools we are supporting;
As well as having
schools in South Africa and
Pupils also pledged to help the environmental benefits the day Bangladesh and about Elvis,
environment by reducing their also helped to raise money for the boy we support in Mexico.
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Mrs Ashton’s class were
asked to write accounts of
their day. Adrija and Elin talk
about Year 7 Spirituality Day.
After a long wait, Spirituality
Day arrived and we were all
very excited. We started our
day with prayers. Then we took
an environmental pledge. We
were introduced to our
international partner schools
from Bangladesh and Kenya
and we met Elvis, from Mexico.
Then we made origami hearts
and decorated pebbles to
Pupils learnt about the location new International Link schools remember that day. Then my
and background to each link
in Kenya, Mexico, Bangladesh most favourite activity
school and prepared resources and South Africa.
came - tree planting. It has
for Zoom cultural exchange
The day was also an
been the best experience for
meetings.
opportunity for pupils to choose me so far at Archbishop
a piece of scripture, which will Temple School.
Year 7 Spirituality Day is also
be scribed onto a cross for
the official launch of
them in the main corridor.
Mrs Gilmour showed us how to
the Archbishop of York Youth
use the equipment safely and
Trust Young Leaders
Many thanks to everyone who the process that we would
Award with year 7. This is a
supported the day; there was a follow to plant the trees. Then
very prestigious award which
wonderful atmosphere in
she took us to the field and we
was initiated by The
school. We extend our thanks got ready with coats, wellington
Archbishop of York. Archbishop to all parents/carers who
boots and gardening gloves.
Temple is one of the first
supported us with fundraising. We were divided into groups of
schools in the country where all
pupils either have received the
award or are working towards
it.
In Archbishop of York Award
lessons, pupils were busy
carrying out 'Faith in Action'
activities. Following the
'Healthier Lancashire: Cards
for Kindness' campaign, pupils
wrote Christmas cards and
calling cards with messages of
hope and joy to local care
home residents. Pupils sent
messages of support via the
Children's Society website,
and cards and letters to our
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I felt that as well as celebrating
our school aspects it was a
good way to relate to God as
we were serving others by
supporting Elvis and helping
the eco system.

two. I was lucky to get
Mrs Deluce in my group. We
all took spades, trees, wooden
supports and sapling-guards
and searched for a moist place
to plant the tree so that it can
survive easily. My teacher took
the spade and I jumped on it
repeatedly to create a square
shaped hole. We put the new
sapling’s root inside the hole
and covered it in soil. Then I
put the wooden support and
sapling-guard to protect it from
insects. We planted two more
trees. I enjoyed it thoroughly.
I felt very happy to be a part of
such a good initiative. Planting
more and more trees will
protect our environment. It was
the most memorable part of the
day. I will cherish this memory
forever.

our inner core. We all had the
opportunity to plant trees, write
a pledge to the environment,
get in contact with Elvis in
Mexico, make an origami heart
to someone we love and to
write an article on our
international school
partnerships.
I found it to be a really
enjoyable day. My favourite
part was the tree planting, as I
found it peaceful and calming.

Adrija, Year 7
Spirituality day was a great
opportunity for all year 7 pupils
to have the chance to take part
in many social yet
environmental tasks. As a year
7 pupil myself, I think it was a
great chance for us all to go
outside and really connect to
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The pebble pledges were a
great way to think about how
we live our lives. On the
pebbles, we wrote about what
we will do to improve the
environment, so for an
example we could have wrote
to try to recycle more or take
shorter showers.
My overall view on Spirituality
Day is that was a great way to
connect to God whilst helping
others in need. I think it was a
good idea and it supports
others mental health and
well-being.
Elin, Year 7

PUPILS STUDYING BUSINESS STUDIES FOCUS ON HUMAN RESOURCES

Business Studies pupils have
been hard at work, powering
through the curriculum and
currently learning about
organisational structures and
Human Resources. They have
found out about 'tall' and 'flat'
structures, their advantages
and disadvantages as well as
human resource planning.
As part of a problem solving
activity, the pupils were given a

number of pictures of
'employees' that they had to
read a description about, then
place them in the correct place
on the organisational chart. It
caused a lot of frustration (and
controversy) but gave the
pupils an insight into organising
these structures and some of
the key vocabulary: layers,
delegation, subordinates, span
of control and so on.
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I try to make the Business
lessons as varied and
interactive as possible and as
you can see, the pupils seem
to be enjoying themselves!
Ms Ryder
Head of Business Studies

RASPBERRY PI LEARN AT HOME

The Raspberry Pi Foundation have launched a free Learn at Home initiative to support parents
and young people with coding resources at home. You don’t need any coding experience to join
in, and all of their resources and activities are free forever.
• Get involved with their space challenge, Astro Pi Mission Zero in partnership with the European
Space Agency, where young people can send a message to the International Space Station!
• Every Wednesday their team of educators host a digital making live stream to inspire and teach
young people about getting creative with technology.
• They provide over 200 coding projects you can follow on
any computer, with themes from looking after
yourself to protecting the planet. All with step-by-step
instructions, accessible online at any time, for free!
Simply visit their website to get started right away!
https://www.raspberrypi.org/learn/
https://astro-pi.org/mission-zero/
YEAR 8 PUPIL RUNS 5KM A
DAY FOR CHARITY

whilst keeping myself healthy."
So far Luke has raised a
fantastic £242! The following
link takes you to his page, if
you would like to make a
donation.
www.cashforkidsgive.co.uk/
campaign/rock-fm-missionchristmas-fundraising-2020/
fundraisers/luke-thompson/
OPERATION CARROT
STRIKES AGAIN!

Well done to Luke in year 8.
During November and
December, he completed 30
consecutive days of running 5
kilometres a day to raise
money for the Rock FM Cash
for Kids charity.
"I came up with the idea when
football was cancelled because
of the lockdown," said Luke.
"I enjoy sport and wanted to
raise money for Cash for Kids
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Thank you to Lancashire Police
who attended school recently
to fit front & rear bike lights to
pupils' bikes as part of
Operation Carrot (Be Seen in
the Dark) to ensure that pupils
can be seen when cycling to
and from school.
All children who cycle to school
must ask Mrs Player, Pastoral
Manager, for an application for
a cycle pass. We kindly ask
that pupils do not cycle to
school without receipt of a
cycle pass. We are conscious
of the need for safety when
cycling, and so insist on pupils
wearing helmets when riding
in. We have a cycle park with
stands; pupils must provide
their own lock.

PUPILS HELP TO REDUCE
SINGLE USE PLASTIC

We have changed from plastic
cups in the canteen to
cardboard cups, as we have
seen the devastating impact
plastic pollution is having on
the environment worldwide.
We saw the effect the single
use plastic was having on the
environment, and how it was
killing so many animals, and
knew that at Archbishop
Temple School, we had to do
our part to reduce the amount
of single use plastic we use,
and switch to a recyclable,
more environmentally friendly
material, hence why we now
use cardboard cups in the
canteen.
Alexandra, Year 10

the First World War and the
river, and they can link to their
millions of men who were
knowledge and understanding
injured or lost their lives. To
of the hydrological cycle.
end the time of reflection pupils
prayed with their tutor group
and listened to a recording of
'The Last Post' played by
Joseph, a musician in year 11.
Staff and pupils
observed two minutes’ silence
to remember the fallen at
11am.
Many thanks to Madame
Bergon for creating the
Remembrance window display
and Mr Duggan for creating the
Remembrance display in the
school gardens.
Extract from 'For the Fallen'
by Robert Laurence Binyon
They shall grow not old, as we
that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor
the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun
and in the morning
We will remember them.

Their final project was to create
a 3D model of a river drainage
basin. Pupils embraced cake
making, Lego stop motion
animation, movie making and
even sang songs about the
passage of raindrops through
the water cycle!
Mrs Thompson
Teacher of Geography

ARCHBISHOP TEMPLE’S
MFL DEPARTMENT
DELIVERS TRAINING TO
COLLEAGUES ACROSS THE
COUNTRY

YEAR 7 PUPILS GET
CREATIVE IN GEOGRAPHY

REMEMBRANCE DAY 2020

On 11th November, in form
pupils took time to remember
why we observe two minutes’
silence at 11am on 11th
November, Remembrance
Day. They learned more about

Year 7 pupils have been
studying river processes and
landforms in Geography
lessons. Pupils can describe
and explain the formation of
key landforms in the upper,
middle and lower course of a
10

Last month, Mrs Cairns, Head
of MFL & Mrs Bergon, MFL
Hub Lead Specialist, delivered
live training seminars to MFL
colleagues around the country
as part of the National Centre
for Excellence for Language
Pedagogy Conference.

PTA NEWS

Many thanks to everyone who
donated items for our
Christmas Raffle hampers. We
created ten fabulous hampers,
bulging with festive goodies. As
well as the hampers there were
lots of other wonderful prizes
up for grabs. The raffle took
place on Wednesday 16th
December and we raised
£1022.50.

thank everyone who has
supported us over the past few
months, from local businesses,
parents and carers who have
donated prizes to the PTA
members who have offered
their time to create and deliver
hampers and prizes. We
extend our thanks to the
members of staff who have
also supported our fundraising
endeavours.
Earlier this term, we funded a
striking banner designed by
James, a pupil in year 11, to
enable staff to manage
queues at events and whilst
pupils queue for the pod at

break and lunchtime.
All of the money we raise goes
towards funding additional
facilities and equipment in
school.
If you would like to get involved
with the school PTA, you are
welcome to attend our next
meeting, which will take place
on Thursday 21st January.
Please send an email if you
would like further information.
pta@archbishoptemple.com
Archbishop Temple School
PTA

The winners have been
announced on the school
website.
We are delighted to announce
that applications to the 500
Club were very popular. The
draw took place on Wednesday
16th December, with prize
money of £134. We raised a
fantastic £804 for school.
We would sincerely like to

Dates for your Diary
Monday 4th January—School reopens at 8.20am
Thursday 7th January—Year 11 Results Presentation (virtual event)
Monday 11th January—Year 9 Parents’ Evening
Thursday 21st January—7pm—PTA Meeting
Tuesday 2nd February—Careers and Options Evening (virtual event)
15th—19th February—Half Term
Wednesday 3rd March—Year 11 Parents’ Evening
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CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY

On Wednesday 16th December 2020, pupils
and staff were invited to wear their Christmas
jumpers to school with their uniform.
A delicious Christmas lunch was served from
the pods.
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YEAR 7 CHRISTMAS BAKE OFF COMPETITION
Earlier this month, pupils in
year 7 were invited to bake
Christmas cakes for a Bake Off
style competition.
We received over 50 entries
into the competition. Everyone
who entered received a house
point.
We are delighted to announce
the winning entries.
1st Place- Oliver
2nd Place- Romin and Evie
3rd Place- Mia, Isabel and
Livvy.
Ms. K. Ryder
Head of Business Studies
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FESTIVE DOOR
COMPETITON
In the final two weeks
of term pupils were
invited to decorate their
form room doors with a
festive theme.
There were some
fantastic creations,
ranging from giant
snowmen and elves,
Christmas trees,
gingerbread houses,
huge Christmas
presents and warming
firesides.
On Thursday morning
the entries were judged
by Mrs Siddle, Mr
Baines and Mr Baybutt.
Congratulations to the
winning forms; 7N, 8E
& 8N, 9T, 10T and
11O.
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