
Coronavirus (COVID-19) catch-up 
premium 

 

 

Children have experienced unprecedented disruption to their education because of 

coronavirus. Those from the most vulnerable and disadvantaged backgrounds will be 

among those hardest hit. The scale of our response must match the scale of the 

challenge. Returning to normal educational routines as quickly as possible is critical 

to our national recovery. 

The government has announced £1 billion of funding to support children and young 

people to catch up. This includes a one-off universal £650 million catch-up 

premium for the 2020 to 2021 academic year. Alongside the universal catch-up 

premium, the Government are launching a £350 million National Tutoring 

Programme to provide additional support. 

Catch-up premium 

Schools’ allocations will be calculated on a per pupil basis, providing each 

mainstream school with a total of £80 for each pupil in year 7 through to 11.This is 

£61,760 for Archbishop Temple. The funding will be provided in 3 tranches. We will 

be provided with an initial part payment in autumn 2020.  

Though funding has been calculated on a per pupil or per place basis, schools 

should use the sum available to them as a single total from which to prioritise 

support for pupils according to their need. 

Schools should use this funding for specific activities to support their pupils to catch 
up for lost teaching over the previous months, in line with the guidance on curriculum 
expectations for the next academic year*. Schools have the flexibility to spend their 
funding in the best way for their cohort and circumstances. 

 

*Curriculum planning should be informed by an assessment of pupils’ starting points and addressing 

the gaps in their knowledge and skills, in particular making effective use of regular formative 

assessment (for example, quizzes, observing pupils in class, talking to pupils to assess 

understanding, scrutiny of pupils’ work) while avoiding the introduction of unnecessary tracking 

systems. 

To support schools to make the best use of this funding, the Education Endowment 
Foundation (EEF) has published a support guide for schools 1 with evidence-based 
approaches to catch up for all students. Schools should use this document to help 
them direct their additional funding in the most effective way. This could include, for 
example: 
 small group or one-to-one tuition (particularly through the National Tutoring 

Programme) 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#section-3-curriculum-behaviour-and-pastoral-support
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#section-3-curriculum-behaviour-and-pastoral-support
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/covid-19-support-guide-for-schools/#nav-covid-19-support-guide-for-schools1


National Tutoring Programme 

The programme will make high-quality tuition available to 5 to 16-year olds in state-
funded primary and secondary schools from the second half of autumn term 2020 

Across the programme, tutors will be a powerful tool to support the delivery of the 
school’s curriculum plan for the next academic year. 

Tutoring will begin from the second half of the autumn term and increase 
through spring term 2021. 

Schools will be able to use their catch-up premium to cover the subsidised 
cost of the programme. 

1. Tuition partners 

Schools in all regions will be able to access subsidised tuition from an approved list 
of tuition partners. These organisations - which will all be subject to quality, 
safeguarding and evaluation standards - will be given support and funding to reach 
as many disadvantaged pupils as possible. 

List of approved Tuition Partners announced 31 October 

Subsidised tutoring can begin in schools November 2020  

2. Academic mentors 

Schools in the most disadvantaged areas will be supported to employ in-house 
academic mentors to provide small group tuition to their pupils. 

Teach First will be supporting the recruitment, training and placement of the first 
cohort of academic mentors and their salaries will be subsidised by the government. 

Recruitment will start in August with some Academic Mentors starting in schools 
from October half-term, with the remainder starting in spring term 2021. 

 

What is the difference between NTP-funded tutors and NTP-funded academic 
mentors? 

Through NTP Tuition Partners, schools will be able to access heavily subsidised 
tutoring from an approved list of Tuition Partners. These providers will be subject to 
quality, safeguarding and evaluation standards. 

Through NTP Academic Mentors, trained graduates will be employed by individual 

schools in the most disadvantaged areas to provide intensive support to their pupils. 

http://www.nationaltutoring.org.uk/ntp-tuition-partners
http://www.nationaltutoring.org.uk/ntp-academic-mentors


Summary 

 We will receive around £61,760 to close the gap caused by 
coronavirus. We have chosen to spend some of this money on 
tuition from NTP (Mytutor). This is not just for PPM children. 

 We are not eligible for academic mentors.  

Plans: 

Income of £61,760 split into three strategies 

1 To ensure school is fully equipped and trained for blended 
learning  

2 To provide targeted catch up sessions across the curriculum 
delivered by class teachers in the second half of the year  

3 To engage with the NTP to provide online tuition both 3:1 
(government scheme) starting January for year 11 pupils, and 
1:1 for pupils across all year groups starting in November. 

Tutoring plan 

5 x 10 1:1 10 x 1 hour sessions. Provided to year 7-11 pupils. Monday-
Friday after school 3-4pm for 10 individual pupils in room 11.  

Yr 7 10 pupils subject Science 

Yr 8 10 pupils subject Maths 

Yr 9 10 pupils subject Maths 

Yr 10 10 pupils subject Maths 

Yr 11 SEN/PPM 10 pupils subject Maths 

60 pupils 1:3 13x1 hour sessions. Provided to year 11 pupils split up 
into 4 nights after school 3-4pm for 12 pupils in 4 groups Monday-Friday.  

 

 

 


