CURRICULUM INTENT
Drama is a celebration of the human person, "fearfully and wonderfully made" (Psalm 139:14). We believe that Drama provides a unique space to explore "fullness of life," honouring the divine spark of creativity within every pupil.
The Drama curriculum at Archbishop Temple is designed to provide a broad, ambitious, and knowledge-rich experience that enables all pupils to develop as confident, articulate, and reflective individuals. We aim to nurture each pupil as a unique individual, valuing their God-given talents and encouraging them to "let their light shine" within a supportive yet challenging environment. We foster creativity, critical thinking, and communication skills, ensuring that every pupil - regardless of background or starting point - is empowered to flourish.
Our curriculum is carefully sequenced to build disciplinary knowledge and practical expertise over time. Pupils develop a secure understanding of key theatrical concepts - including performance techniques, characterisation, staging, and the use of voice and movement - applying these skills through collaborative performance. This spiral progression enables pupils to move from initial exploration to technical refinement and, ultimately, to confident and purposeful performance.
Pupils engage with a diverse range of scripted texts, genres, and practitioners, developing a deep understanding of the social, cultural, and historical contexts in which theatre is created. Through this, they learn how drama both reflects and shapes society, deepening their appreciation of theatre as a powerful medium for artistic and cultural expression.
The curriculum is designed to be inclusive and aspirational, providing all pupils with opportunities to succeed as performers, designers, creators, or critical audience members. We place high value on developing pupils’ ability to analyse and evaluate performance, including their own work and that of professional artists. Through live theatre experiences and cultivated performance analysis, pupils broaden their cultural capital and gain first-hand insight into professional practice.
Our curriculum prepares pupils for further study in drama and related disciplines while explicitly developing a suite of transferable skills, with oracy at its core. Through collaborative rehearsal, pupils build confidence in speaking, listening, and articulating complex ideas. They develop teamwork and leadership skills by working collectively to shape performances, as well as empathy and emotional intelligence through exploring diverse perspectives - reflecting our Christian values of respect, compassion, and understanding.

IMPLEMENTATION
Programmes of Study
Year 7
Our Year 7 curriculum is designed to cultivate a foundational understanding of practical performance techniques and theatrical concepts. Students begin by mastering the building blocks of characterisation - focusing on facial expression, body language, freeze-frames, and mime - to develop a physical vocabulary for the stage.
The journey evolves from the exploration of human emotion into a deeper study of theatrical heritage. By delving into the stylised tropes of Ancient Greek Theatre and the heightened stakes of Melodrama, pupils are challenged to embody the defining movements that curated theatre as we know it today.
Key Pillars of the Year 7 Journey:
· Physicality & Expression: Moving from basic characterisation to sophisticated non-verbal storytelling and ensemble precision.
· Theatrical History: Bridging the gap between ritualistic Greek chorus work and the moral polarity of Victorian Melodrama.
· The Bard & Beyond: Advancing prior knowledge of Shakespeare through immersive practical workshops that breathe life into studied texts.
· Design & Technical Literacy: Beyond the spotlight, students explore the "magic" of the stage by investigating theatrical design. This includes the symbolic use of lighting, the transformative power of costume, and the functional art of set design, providing a comprehensive look at how a production is built and the ability to analyse this as audience members.
Year 8
The Year 8 curriculum serves as a bridge between foundational characterisation and the mastery of diverse theatrical genres. Students transition from "learning the basics" to applying stylistic conventions with precision, exploring a broad spectrum of human experiences and performance traditions.
The curriculum is built on a framework of empathy and technical growth, moving from the high-energy demands of Musical Theatre (Matilda) to the poignant, naturalistic exploration of contemporary social issues in Refugee Boy. Students also sharpen their physical comedy and archetypal understanding through the historical lens of Commedia dell ‘Arte.
Key Pillars of the Year 8 Journey:
· Genre & Perspective: Pupils delve into diverse narratives, analysing how different theatrical styles—from the exaggerated masks of Italian Renaissance to modern political drama—shape a character's voice and perspective.
· Ensemble & Scripted Performance: Building on Year 7 teamwork, students tackle more complex scripts, refining their ability to interpret dialogue, subtext, and stage directions.
· The Transition to Devising: A pivotal shift in Year 8 is the introduction to devised theatre. Students move beyond the page to become creators, using stimuli to generate original work that showcases their independence and creative agency.
· Advanced Technical Design: Students continue to integrate the "theatre-maker" mindset, exploring how lighting states, soundscapes, and costume semiotics can be used to elevate a devised piece or ground a scripted scene in a specific era.


Year 9
The Year 9 curriculum acts as a rigorous bridge to GCSE, designed to consolidate prior learning while challenging students to view theatre as a powerful tool for social commentary. Pupils shift from being performers to becoming critical "theatre-makers," embedding the sophisticated technical and theoretical knowledge required for Key Stage 4 success.
Key Pillars of the Year 9 Journey:
· Theatre as Social Commentary: Using challenging contemporary texts such as "A Girl Like That," students analyse how theatre reflects and critiques modern society. This study focuses on the intersection of character motivation and political intent.
· Practitioner & Genre Exploration: Students expand their academic vocabulary and knowledge by exploring specialised forms including Theatre in Education (TiE) and Verbatim Theatre. They deconstruct the dramatic devices unique to these genres—such as direct address, multi-role, and the use of testimony—to understand how theatre can educate and inform.
· The Devised Project (Producing & Staging): Students undertake a comprehensive devising process, moving from initial stimulus to a fully realised production. This mirrors the GCSE practical component, requiring them to write, direct, and stage original work with complete creative autonomy.
· Critical Analysis & Live Theatre: A core focus is placed on the evaluation of live performance. Students are encouraged to think like critics, analysing how professional acting and design choices (lighting, sound, and scenography) combine to create semiotic meaning for an audience.
Year 10
Year 10 serves as the intensive skill-building phase of the Eduqas Drama specification. The focus is on transitioning from Key Stage 3 play toward professional-grade analytical interpretation and technical execution. Students explore a range of contemporary scripts and professional works to broaden their understanding of theatre as a commercial and artistic industry.
Key Milestones:
· Scripted Performance Practice: Students engage in rigorous practical workshops focused on interpreting professional play texts. This serves as a "mock" for Component 2, where they refine their ability to realise a playwright’s artistic intention through both acting and design pathways.
· Live Theatre Evaluation: A core component of Year 10 is the exposure to contemporary professional theatre. Students attend live productions and learn to deconstruct the semiotics of the stage, analysing how lighting, sound, and performance choices communicate meaning.
· Component 3 (Interpreting Theatre): Students begin a deep-dive into the set text, exploring it through practical "off-the-page" exercises. This ensures they understand the transition from page to stage ahead of the written examination.

Year 11: 
In Year 11, the curriculum culminates in the formal assessment of the Eduqas components. Students operate as an independent theatre company, demonstrating the creative resilience and technical mastery developed throughout the five-year journey.
Key Milestones:
· Component 1 (Devising Theatre): The Autumn term is dedicated to the completion of the Devised unit. Students work from a stimulus to create, produce, and stage an original piece of theatre. This includes the rigorous drafting of the creative log, where students reflect on their application of practitioners and dramatic devices.
· Component 2 (Performing from a Text): Building on the foundations laid in Year 10, students complete their final assessed performance of two extracts from a published play performed to an external examiner. They demonstrate a sophisticated command of their chosen craft, whether as an actor or a designer.
· Final Exam Synthesis (Component 3): Students consolidate their knowledge of the set text and their live theatre review. They refine their extended writing skills, learning to articulate complex design and acting choices with the precision required for the final written paper.
· Professional Agency: By the conclusion of Key Stage 4, students are empowered as theatre-makers. They leave with a portfolio of work and a suite of transferable skills—communication, collaboration, and critical analysis—ready for the next stage of their journey.

IMPACT
Marking and Assessment
Our assessment framework utilises a continuous cycle of reflection to ensure students bridge the gap between their current performance and their target goals.
Summative Assessment
Students complete one formal assessment per term, mapped to Key Stage descriptors or Eduqas criteria. Assessment rubrics evaluate:
· Artistic Interpretation: Originality in realising a role or design concept.
· Technical Skill: Mastery of vocal and physical expression or technical design execution.
· Collaboration: Contribution to ensemble cohesion and the creative process.
· Application of Genre Tropes: Explicit focus on the implementation of skills and techniques explored within specific units.
Formative Feedback
· Live Verbal Feedback: Provided continuously during practical workshops to allow for the immediate refinement of skills.
· Tier 3 Vocabulary: Drama-specific terminology (e.g., proxemics, thought tracking, emotional memory) is explicitly taught to ensure peer and self-assessment is precise and constructive.
· Reflective Practice: Students use exam rubrics to critique and reflect upon their own work and that of their peers, fostering a "theatre-maker" mindset and a deep understanding of assessment objectives.
 Examinations
Students will follow the Eduqas Drama specification.
Component 1: Devising Theatre (40%)
Students participate in the creation, development and performance of a piece of devised theatre influenced by a studied practitioner.
You will produce:
·      A portfolio of supporting evidence based on the rehearsal process
·      A performance lasting between 5-16 minutes (depending on the number of actors in your group)
·      An evaluation of the final performance or design.

Component 2: Performing from a Text (20%)
You will study two extracts from the same text chosen by you or your teacher. You can choose to be assessed on acting or design.
You will produce:
·      A performance lasting between 5-14 minutes using sections of text from both extracts.
·      A written reflective response of your artistic intent to be submitted to examiners.

Component 3: Interpreting Theatre (40%)
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes
You will answer:
·      Section A: Set Text - A series of questions based on the set text that you have studied.
·      Section B: Live Theatre Review – One question from a choice of two, analysing and evaluating a given aspect of a live theatre production seen during the course.

Revision Guides / Resources
Grade 9-1 GCSE Drama Revision Guide
WJEC/Eduqas GCSE Drama Study & Revision Guide

Staff Details
Mrs A. Downing (Head of Performing Arts)
Mrs E. Woods (Teacher of Dance, Drama and PE)
Miss E. Higham (Teacher of Music with Drama)


Careers and Progression
Upon completion of the course, students will have cultivated a wealth of transferable skills—including sophisticated teamwork, interpersonal communication, and professional presentation—which are highly valued across all sectors, both within and beyond the world of theatre.
Academic and Vocational Pathways
The Eduqas Drama GCSE provides a robust foundation for various post-16 pathways:
· Creative Specialisms: Progressing to A Level Drama and Theatre Studies or BTEC National in Performing Arts. It also prepares students for auditions at specialist Drama or Musical Theatre conservatoires.
· Complementary Studies: The emphasis on textual analysis, essay writing, and semiotics makes Drama an excellent companion for further study in English Literature, Film Studies, Law, and Media Studies.
Future Careers
A drama education opens doors to a diverse array of professional opportunities. While many students pursue roles directly within the creative industries, the skills gained are universally applicable.
Direct Career Paths include:
· Performance & Direction: Acting, Directing, or Musical Theatre.
· Technical & Design: Lighting, Sound, Costume, or Set Design.
· Applied Drama: Drama Therapy, Education, and Youth Work.
· Production: Stage Management, Casting, or Arts Administration.
The "Transferable" Advantage: The ability to generate, develop, and communicate complex ideas collaboratively is a cornerstone of the modern economy. Careers in Law, Marketing, Public Relations, Management, and Public Speaking all place immense value on the creative agency and confidence developed through a rigorous Drama curriculum. 
Pupils leave the course not just as performers, but as articulate, resilient, and creative thinkers.

