ARCHBISHOP TEMPLE SCHOOL

This half term has been a busy one at Archbishop Temple School; but it’s
been a delight to watch so many events and activities take place around
school.
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The group who travelled to Krakow in Poland returned just as we broke up in
February, and so the first weeks after half term were filled with the
reminiscences from the visit to Auschwitz. This was obviously an incredibly
memorable experience for everyone involved, and I feel that particular thanks
are due to the staff who led this trip. Being prepared to lead a trip which will
be emotionally and physically challenging shows a commitment to the
development of the young people at this school that goes above and beyond
the normal expectations placed on school staff.
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Equally, but differently, demanding was the annual ski trip which took place
over half term. A good time was had by all, and everyone came back full of all
that had been done and achieved. Again I am grateful to the staff who gave
up holiday time to provide such a rewarding experience for our pupils.
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The music department at ATS goes from strength to strength. A hugely
enjoyable Music Festival was adjudicated by Mr Pearson. We all really
enjoyed welcoming him back, and he was very complimentary about the high
standards achieved by all the participants. I particularly enjoyed the evening
winners’ concert, which showcased the different talents of so many different
people. The (mainly) Year 7 visit to the Liverpool Philharmonic Concert was
another musical highlight, which was enjoyed by all.
Year 9 have now finished choosing their options, and although this has been a
difficult decision for some I feel that it is good to spend time at this stage making sure the decisions are right. I’m very grateful to all the parents who found
time to come into school to talk through their child’s choices.
The Enterprise Group continues to create exciting ways to part the rest of us
from our money. The Valentine’s stall was very well received and the
Mother’s Day gifts were imaginative and attractive. We certainly have a very
creative group of entrepreneurs here.
As many of you will know, the school reaches its golden anniversary next
year, and we are putting together plans to celebrate this milestone in style.
There will be much more information coming your way in the next few weeks,
but we would very much welcome involvement from parents in the activities
that are planned. Also we are keen to hear from any former staff and pupils
who may have memories to share of the school in past years. If you know
someone please ask them to contact Mrs Desai at school, or via email at
info@archbishoptemple.lancs.sch.uk .
I would also like to draw your attention to ‘GCSEpod’ This is a series of
revision podcasts available for download. The link is on the front page of the
school’s website. This is a highly recommended resource for all year 11
pupils. I wish you all joy in the wonderful message of Easter in the midst of
this very wintry weather.
Yours
Gill Jackson
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Dear Parents,

TECHNOLOGY CHALLENGE!
Pupils
from
Archbishop
put their
technological skills to the test in two recent
competitions. Mr Duggan took a team of eight
Year
9
pupils,
(Alicia
Bagsha w,
Amber Cottam, Olivia Rogerson, Ellie
Sedgewick, Luke Robinson, Rais Patel,
Spencer Nicholls and Tom Wyatt, all
pictured below), to compete in a BAe
Systems ‘Design and Make Challenge’ at the
Marriott Hotel, Broughton. Although they did
not win, they thoroughly enjoyed the day and
spoke very convincingly to the judges as they
explained their design, its features and costs.
Teams from Year 9 and Year 10
also took part in the ‘Rotary Club
Technology Challenge’. Our Year 10
team took the runners-up spot in the
intermediate
category, narrowly
missing out on first place. Many
thanks to Mr Randall for his
assistance in preparing the teams for
the challenge. Pupils involved were
Snehil Patel, Carys Pearson, Chris
Dewhurst, Andrew Woolcock, Jonathan Nicholson, Luke Walkden, Daisy
Watson and Claire Swift. The Year
10s are pictured above. Mr Duggan

RE-TREAT CONFERENCE
th

On Monday 18 March, eleven of
our Year 8 pupils were fortunate
enough to attend the ‘RE-Treat
Conference’, organised by
Blackburn Diocese, at St Stephen
on the Cliffs Church in Blackpool.
The whole day was centred around
the theme of ‘Hope’ and consisted
of a series of workshops exploring
the power of hope in our lives.
Throughout the day pupils were given the
opportunity to experience a wide range of
activities, including drama, dance and craft. It
was a really interactive day with a great
balance of fun and time for reflection. All pupils
came back with a ‘goodie bag’ full of mementos
of the day, lots to think about and a real
eagerness to attend days like this in the future.
Mrs Fawcett

FILM CLUB
A small but enthusiastic bunch of Year 11
film lovers continues to meet on Thursday
lunchtimes in Room 26. The most recent
offering has been the 2010 film ‘Never Let Me
Go’, based on the novel by Kazuo Ishiguro. As
children, Ruth, Kathy and Tommy, spend their
childhood at a seemingly idyllic English
boarding school. As they grow into young
adults however, they
find that they have to
come to terms with the
haunting reality that
awaits them. The storyline provoked a lot of
discussion but, as ever,
we won’t give away
spoilers—just watch it
yourself or come along
to Film Club! Mrs Tickle

EASTER AT ARCHBISHOP
Over Lent our form worship took a slightly different tack with
the use of our Lent handbooks. All forms received a booklet
entitled ’Love Life Live Lent’ which gave us 40 simple choices
and actions for each day of Lent, to help make the world a
better place! For example on Ash Wednesday we were
encouraged to think about something we had done wrong and
say sorry for it. On another day we had to do something
practical like bake a cake! Some things we found quite difficult
like keeping totally quiet and still for two minutes. We all
agreed that if we took a little bit more time to think about what
we can achieve in just one day and how much our actions
impact on others, the world could truly be a happier place.
As part of our Easter celebrations we will not be following our
normal timetable on Wednesday. Pupils from each house will
be celebrating Easter by attending a communion at one of our
local churches - either Christ Church or St Cuthbert’s. During
the remainder of the day we
are having a ‘Celeggrity
challenge activity’ devised
by Dave, our Chaplain. Each
form will be given a box
containing eggs and a
challenge to decorate the
egg as creatively as
possible. Each form has to
choose two winners to go
forward to the final! We will
also be doing an Easter
quiz.
Form CS

DRAMA
After many hours of blood, sweat, tears and
arguments, Year 11 finally performed their Drama
moderation pieces last Wednesday for the AQA
moderator. One group took scripted extracts from ‘The
Crucible’ by Arthur Miller whilst another devised a
piece based on the Hillsborough tragedy of 1989. The
moderator was extremely impressed with the standard
of work on display and the performances were also
enjoyed by an audience of pupils from lower down the
school.
Year 11 Drama students will be off to London at the
end of the week on their annual pilgrimage to the West
End. They will be taking in two shows—’Matilda the
Musical’ and ‘The Woman in Black’ as well as enjoying
the delights of the ‘London Bridge Experience’ and
shopping in Covent Garden.

Creation Wall Hangings
In Textile technology Mrs Hayhurt’s Year 7 pupils were given the
task of brightening up our worship spaces in school, taking
inspiration from the wonderful ‘Revelation Triptych’ at St
Cuthbert’s Church, Lytham Road, Fulwood.
Each pupil had to design an individual appliqué panel that could
be sewn onto wall
hangings to be hung
in the main hall or
the school chapel.
They had to show a
r a n g e
o f
techniques such as
machine and hand
e m b r o i d e r y,
quilting
and
embellishment. The
theme of the ‘Creation’ was chosen to give them
scope to create a personalised design that reflected
their interests in the natural world.
Year 7 had just
finished
their
individual panels in
February, when news
came of an exhibition
at
Blackburn
Cathedral based on the theme, ‘Creation’ . The cathedral were
delighted to display the finished wall-hangings as part of the
exhibition!
It was arranged for the class to visit the cathedral on Monday 11 th
March to see their work exhibited there and to take part in a tour
of the building. The Education Officer, Joanna Booth, was full of
praise for their work and said
that it had been much
admired during the exhibition
by members of the public. She pointed out features of the
cathedral and spoke about the church year. Some pupils
had the opportunity to dress in small versions of vestments
worn by the clergy. others lit candles as a mark of respect.
It was a very fitting
way to end the
project but the wall
hangings will have a
new beginning in our
school,
enhancing
the environment for
years to come!
Mrs Hayhurst

REFLECTIONS ON THE VISIT TO AUSCHWITZ...
....BY ALICE HARDMAN
The infamous arch, ‘Arbeit Macht Frei’ (work
sets you free), greeted me with the same
falsehood that it had greeted its 1.6million
murder victims. Auschwitz Concentration and
Extermination Camp in Poland would be, for
me, an asset to my education only. This trip was
not about having a ‘good time’: it was to make
my essays in history lessons more interesting.
I quickly detached myself from the friends
around me and slipped to the back of the group
as we walked around the camp. I thought that it
was important for me to experience it alone, like
all of the people who suffered there. There was
no variety in the three storied, red-bricked
buildings but each was built for a different purpose. The ones we entered contained more
information than any of my text books. Dark, water stained red brick lay beneath the windows.
Even they wept, that didn’t surprise me.
Rounding ‘inferior’ human beings up as easily as herding sheep into a pen … plotting to form
documents that would deceive innocent people… supervising the huts where men and women
suffered immensely but did not cry out… utilizing and exploiting the remains of human hair. I
reduced two tissues to a pulp. Not out of sadness, like at a funeral, but because I felt extreme
compassion and a righteous anger towards the photographs of the helpless people staring
blindly into the camera. These pictures covered the walls of the rooms inside the housing blocks.
I could not look back at them. I wanted to run out, sit in the snow and cry, reflecting on the world
and how if everyone could see this, no one would fight over religion anymore.
I was told, ‘Minus five? Not even cold! The prisoners
wore cotton stripes in minus twenty one. That is cold.’
The snow covered the landscape in a picturesque
bleakness. The horizon in front of me was dominated
by the camouflaged gas chambers. I could not
imagine what it would have been like to stand there
seventy years ago. To my left and right, lines of dark
brown huts for as far as the eye could see only
confirmed the Nazi obsession with order. I felt trapped.
The eerie silence made it a place of mourning and
remembrance, yet it still felt like it had been
abandoned just the day before.
After leaving the camp, I was exhausted and fragile. I
had been totally wrong; this trip was not just for my
school studies, but it was to challenge me as a person
at the young and naive age of 15. I had spent a mere
six hours in appalled disbelief at the
horrors of the recent past. The young and healthy
twenty five year old men in the photographs endured
three months before they left via the chimneys. Justice
can never be restored and that leaves a chill in my
spine, as cold as the snow that was beneath my feet,
whenever I think of Auschwitz......

Readers of previous issues of ‘Communique’ will be aware that all pupils in
Year 7 have embarked upon achieving the ‘Archbishop of York Youth Trust Young
Leaders Award’. While many schools in the North of England have embraced this award,
we at Archbishop Temple are one of the few schools to believe that all of our pupils are
capable of meeting its exacting standards. The Award has emerged from the Archbishop
of York, John Sentamu’s belief that young people regularly have a very positive impact
upon their communities and that they can be powerful in recognising and initiating
change if they are empowered to do so. The motto for the award is ‘Be the change you
want to see’. There are a number of elements to the award: Finding out about people
who have been motivated to bring about change, at least in part, because of religious
FAITH; considering how individually and collectively, young people can bring HOPE to a
variety of communities and finally, planning and taking ACTION that will enable each
pupil to bring about the change that they want to see.
How are Year 7 doing so far?
Every pupil in Year 7 has spent time during RE lessons looking at the Faith module and
learning how people both past and present have taken a stand when they have seen that
there is a ‘need’ or an ‘injustice’ to be addressed in their own communities. (Look out for
the results of the Art Competition that is taking place between the four Houses in school:
the theme of this year’s competition is ‘My Community’ and Year 7 pupils have used their
learning to produce some fantastic entries). Between now and December 2013, the pupils will be involved in deciding how they are individually, or in groups, going to make a
positive impact upon their various communities (E.g. school, faith community,
neighbourhood, clubs and organisations). This may include practical activities such as
cleaning up areas, helping individuals and/or organisations or perhaps fundraising: the
choice must be the pupils’.
What can parents do to help?
Encourage your son or daughter to get involved in a variety of activities that help in the
community and encourage him/her to tell us at school about anything that he/she does
outside of school: Perhaps he/she helps with a community group or faith group, helps a
neighbour or relative? If you have any connections with community groups and you think that the group might like to partner
some of our pupils please help us to make links. I can be contacted at school (fa@archbishoptemple.lancs.sch.uk)
Award Time
Hopefully we will have a fantastic award ceremony in 2014 when
we will celebrate the achievements of the young people of
Archbishop Temple and ‘Communique’ will look forward to
reporting its success!
Mrs Ashton

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Annabel Ainsworth, Rebecca Simpson and Eleanor Mills
represented the school at The Preston Rotary Club public
speaking competition at the Town Hall on 26th February.
Their speech, entitled ‘Procrastination and its Threat to the
Environment’, did not win, but the girls did us proud and
even got to try on the mayoral regalia!
Mr Alston

Music Notes
Another busy term with lots of music events. On 12th February, six members of our jazz
band took part in a ‘Big Band’ day at Runshaw College with a concert in the evening at the Park
Hall Hotel. The day was split into two - a workshop concentrating on improvisation
technique and a rehearsal for the concert in the evening. All pupils
supported the Runshaw concert band in their performance of
‘Hawaii 5-0’ and with the absence of one of their drummers,
Rabin Joseph stepped in for the whole concert! On the same day
we had a visiting examiner from the ABRSM. All pupils who took
exams passed, many with merit, so congratulations to them all.
On Sunday 17th February, seven Year 11 GCSE Music pupils
attended a concert at Preston Guild Hall to see the Liverpool
Philharmonic Orchestra. This was followed up on 7th March with
another trip, this time to the Liverpool Philharmonic Hall for 150
KS3 pupils, who listened to a concert by the Liverpool
Philharmonic Orchestra. Both concerts were excellent and gave pupils the opportunity to hear
and watch a professional orchestra.
On Tuesday 5th March we welcomed Mr Pearson back to school as the adjudicator for our
annual music festival competition. There were over seventy entries ranging from instrumental pre
grade 1 to grade 7 and 8 classes, singers, rock bands and ensembles. The winners from each
class performed again at the Winners’ Concert on 14th March and received their certificates.
Congratulations to all pupils involved and to Willow Moody who was named as the most
promising musician in the festival due to the both the number and diversity of her entries.
On Saturday 16th March, ATS Jazz, Choir and Chamber Choir took part in the annual Rotary
Club of Preston Charity concert at Preston Guild Hall. All groups performed brilliantly with
‘Thriller’ with all performers, in full make-up, stealing the show at the
end! . Well done to all musicians and
dancers who took part.
Congratulations to Rabin Joseph,
Ben Jarvis and Willow Moody who
have all made it to the final of the
‘Woodard Young Musician of the
Year’ competition. All three will
perform in the final on Saturday 4th
May at St John’s Concert Hall, Smith
Square in Westminster.
Mrs Gardner

RED NOSE DAY!!
Well done
everyone! A
magnificent
£397.74 was
raised for
Comic Relief.
Here are some of
your crazy
hairstyles!

