Archbishop Temple School
Communiqué
A message from the Headteacher
Dear Parents,
This has been a busy half term at Archbishop Temple School. We are
delighted with how well our new year 7 pupils have settled in and how
quickly they have become part of our school family. I enjoyed meeting
parents at our welcome evening, and I’m very grateful to the large
number of year 7 parents who have joined our PTA and are getting
involved in the life of the school.
As I write, a group of our pupils are exploring Delhi and Northern India
and our WW1 Battlefields Trip is underway. I’m sure both trips will
prove to be very memorable and life-enhancing experiences for
everyone involved.
The school is still resounding with the sounds of the school production;
I personally can’t get the words of the songs out of my head! We were
treated to a tremendous performance from an exceptionally strong
cast, and everyone who spoke to me after the show was bowled over
by the talent of our pupils. Well done to everyone who was involved.
Our anniversary year has started very well, with events planned
throughout the year. I hope that you will find something that you will
enjoy attending and come to support the school as we celebrate and
fundraise to improve our learning environment.
As the clocks change and pupils start arriving and leaving school in poor
light, can I please remind parents who are dropping off or picking up
their children to be considerate to other road users in the area near
the school on St Vincent’s Road, and ensure they stop in places that
won’t endanger the children as they cross the busy road.
As the dark nights come let us remember that Jesus referred to himself
as the “Light of The World”, and turn ourselves towards that light, just
as a plant turns towards the sun.
I hope you have a happy and restful half term.
Yours
Mrs Gill Jackson
Headteacher

Examination results

Messy Church

We are absolutely delighted with the
GCSE results this summer.

The school has achieved yet another year
of outstanding GCSE results. The results
mean that we are still the highest
performing non-selective school in the
county, a position we have now held for a
number of years. 96% of grades were
A*-C. 90% of our pupils achieved 5 or
more A*-C grades, including English and
Maths, 96% achieved 5 or more A*-C
grades. 39% of grades were at A*/A, and
14 pupils achieved 6 or more A* grades.
These superb results are due to incredibly
hard work on the part of our pupils, as
well as effective and targeted support
from a wide variety of staff.
Congratulations to all concerned.

Year 7 pupils and their families celebrated
Harvest with a Messy Church after school
on Friday 4th October. A selection of
games and activities helped us to think
about praising God for his wonderful
creation. We played Top Shear
(competitive sheep herding) and made
swans out of balloons – though we
popped more balloons than we made
swans! We also made pictures from
seeds, and planted beans in pots we
decorated ourselves.
The next Messy Church will be Messy
Christmas on Friday 13th December
from 4pm-6pm.

A Passage to India
As we write, a group of Archbishop Temple pupils are experiencing life in India. They are guests of
pupils at Springdale’s School in Delhi, staying with families of staff and pupils of the school.
Mr Taberner and Miss Walsh are leading the trip, and report that our hosts “can't do enough for us
and are trying to do more and more for the pupils”. The trip has started with time in the school,
joining in with lessons and taking part in workshops on Indian Dance, and art, and as the group get
more familiar with the country they will start to explore the fabulous city of New Delhi, designed by
the British Architect Edwin Lutyens at the height of the British Raj, and then travel to see highlights
like the Taj Mahal. This trip will provide our pupils with a unique experience of Indian life, as tourists
rarely get to share family life in the country they are visiting.

A typical school day in India

ATS pupils at the India Gate in New Delhi

School starts early in Delhi so in order to catch
the school bus at 6:40 you need to be up by
6am if you want breakfast and a shower! The
school bus stops outside the compound so
there isn’t a long walk to it catch it which is
good. It takes about an hour to get to school
and that’s with lighter traffic on the roads as
the office workers start their day a little later.
Life on Delhi roads is very different to Preston.
No one takes any notice of lanes and in most
places they do not even exist, the cars and
buses just squeeze in as many abreast as they
can and any spaces are filled by mopeds and
rickshaws of both the motorised and bicycle
kind. Everyone just beeps their horn to
indicate where they want to go and heaven

help anyone who breaks down, they have to
sort themselves out as everyone squeezes by.
Amazingly there are very few crashes or
bumps and the bus drivers are very skilled at
squeezing through tiny spaces.
Out of the window there is lots to see. Cows
and dogs feeding at the road side, market
traders selling everything from fruit, to shoes,
flowers, pots and pans and motorcycle
helmets; which only the drivers have to
wear!! Pillion passengers cling on for dear life
some riding side-saddle, hardly any wearing
helmets!! You can also see some of the slums
as you drive by, especially near the railways
and river, the smell of which is dreadful.
School starts at 8am with a brief registration
then it’s straight into lessons. At 11 there is a
30 minute break when everyone has a packed
snack, everything from sandwiches to samosa,
chapattis or cake and fruit.
Lessons continue then until 1:50 when pupils
have to tidy the classroom, this doesn’t just
involve putting the chairs up but everyone
picking up all the litter and brushing it into a
corner ready for the sweepers to come and
move it later, everyone has to take their turn
doing this so consequently there is very little
litter as the pupils know they will be on a rota
to clean it up.
Just like at ATS the ice cream van, or in this
case cart, is waiting at the end of the day and
most of the children grab a lolly before getting
back in the bus and heading home. The day
finishes at 2 but you will probably not be

home before 3 at which time most people
have a late lunch before having a nap and
then getting on with school work. Dinner is
much later then it’s back to bed to grab a few
hours sleep before doing it all again the next
day.
During our time at school so far we have had a
lesson in Indian culture and tried our hand at
traditional dancing and art. I have to say I was
not very good at the dancing; two left feet
and a little finger that won’t straighten make
it very difficult! I enjoyed the art though and

hope Mrs Markham will be very proud of my
efforts.
Overall I think I prefer our school day with its
later start and later finish and more frequent
breaks!!!
Please watch out for more details of our
exchange programme in the next
Communiqué and have a look at more of our
photos which will be coming up on firefly on
our return.
Miss L Walsh.

Staffing news
We are delighted to welcome new staff to Archbishop Temple School this autumn. I’m sure
parents will get to know these new teachers quickly.
Mr Anthony Loxston-Baker joins the History department, Miss Laura Ridings is in charge of
ICT until January 2014, Mrs Julia Santé is covering Mrs Fisher’s maternity leave in Science
and Miss Amanda Simpson is covering Ms Dean’s maternity leave, also in Science.
Mr Dan Tidswell has joined the RE department and Miss Amy Walsh is our new Geography
teacher. Last, but not least, Miss Alison Williams joins the Maths department. We wish
them all every happiness and success at this school. Mrs Julia Scott, our School Business
Manager, leaves us at half term, to take up a new post. We wish her well as she leaves us.
Mrs Vicki Hayward will be taking over this important role in school on 11 th November. This
week we appointed Ms Helen Catterall as our Subject Leader for ICT. She will join us after
Christmas.
Finally - Congratulations to Mrs Fisher on the birth of her twins, Eleanor and William in July,
and congratulations to Ms Dean on the birth of her little boy, Finn, on 20th October.

Year 9 Spirituality Day focuses on World
Hunger
On Tuesday 15th October, all year 9 pupils put
their own concerns aside and thought even
more than they usually do about the needs of
others. A ‘Spirituality Day’ is an opportunity to
reflect on an aspect of our faith and for this
first year 9 Spirituality Day, pupils were given
the opportunity to reflect upon how, as
believers in God, we have a duty to care for
and about all members of our world.
Each year, internationally the 16th October is
set aside as World Food Day and people are
encouraged to participate in activities that
highlight and seek to relieve the suffering of
the 40% of the world’s population that suffers
from malnutrition. Although we were a day
ahead of schedule, this is just what year 9 did!
Our day began with prayer and our Chaplain,
Dave, set the scene for us and then it was off
to get busy. During the day the pupils took
part in a variety of activities that focused on
our theme of hunger and injustice. They
played the social justice game Trading
Trainers and found that the Latin American
people employed to make designer footwear
don’t share in the designer lifestyle; they
played team collaboration games that
demonstrated the obstacles that many young
people encounter in trying to balance the
need to provide fresh drinking water for their
family with getting to school. The Food
Technology department helped pupils to
make a nourishing vegetable soup that was
both sold in Cathedral Café (with the profits
going to the World Food Programme) and
distributed to some of the homeless in

Preston. Pupils researched countries with high
malnutrition and prepared ‘pitches’ to
charities to access aid for these communities.
The final activity of the day involved pupils
sampling a typical, but nourishing, meal that
would be crucial in keeping death from the
door of a developing world family: no choice
of menu and the realisation that for millions
of people, if you don’t eat what is in front of
you, you don’t survive. The lunch was
prepared for the pupils by the School’s
catering staff but representatives from
Unilever were also in attendance to help
pupils understand more about the company’s
partnership with Archbishop Temple School
and how it contributes to the World Food
Programme by providing meals for families in
the developing world. So far, Archbishop
Temple School has contributed about 2500
meals. Well done everyone!!!
While our day had a very serious message, it
was filled with fun and laughter. Pupil
evaluations indicated that pupils had a
fantastic time, learnt many new things and
think that what they learnt will change how
they behave in the future.The most practical
outcome of the day, was that we at
Archbishop Temple School helped our
neighbours locally and internationally to feel a
little less hungry for a little while.
Mrs Ashton
Head of RE

Jaguar Land Rover visit

further 30 pupils then being involved in a
series of problem solving exercises, their
solutions were filmed and shown back to the
rest of the group to see. Lots of budding
engineers in the making. BAe staff, including
ex-ATS pupil Kirsty McCann, said all pupils
were well behaved and took an active role in
the road show and were a credit to the
school. Thomas Greenwood 7WP said ‘it was
excellent, enjoyable and informative, I have
learnt from the experience, it has made me
think about careers’.

In early October, 32 year 11 pupils visited the
Jaguar Land Rover factory at Halewood,
Merseyside. They were given a talk by the JLR
education officer before having a guided tour
of the production line where every 82 seconds
a brand new Range Rover Evoque
or Freelander 2 rolls off the line. Pupils
watched in awe as high tech robots
assembled various parts of the vehicles. The
trip was very informative, enjoyable and will
help pupils with their GCSE studies. Year 11
pupils Callum Brown, Ben Ashton and Justin
Tom all agreed ‘it was an exciting experience
that gave us all an insight into manufacturing
production, well worth going’.

Mr Duggan
Head of Design & Technology.

Mr Duggan
Head of Design & Technology.
BAe Systems / RAF road show

Royal British Legion Remembrance crosses.

Following on from the success of last year's
remembrance crosses, which raised £157, we
are again dedicating crosses to the memory of
loved ones who over the years and for many
different campaigns have sacrificed their lives
so that we can live in relative peace. Be it,
Drummer Lee Rigby, Sqn Ldr Roger Bushell or
Great Granddad Jones, we must never forget
them and must continue to support those
who survive but who need our assistance and
support. Crosses can still be dedicated and
will be displayed on the lawn near to
reception.
Thank you.
Mr Duggan
Head of Design & Technology.

All year 7 pupils experienced a STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering & Maths) road show
provided jointly by BAe Systems and the RAF.
The road show cleverly linked the use of STEM
subjects, especially maths, into industry and
the armed forces. Pupils were thoroughly
engaged throughout the performance with a

Engineering road show

An Engineering careers road show for all year
9 pupils was hosted by the Engineering
Construction Industry Training Board. They
provided a performance that helped highlight
the vast variety of career options and the skill
sets required to enter this exciting sector of
industry. In class afterwards over 95% of
pupils said they now know more about
engineering construction and 63% said they
would consider entering the industry via
university or an apprenticeship. The road
show proved to be an excellent way of making
our pupils think about their future career
options.
Mr Duggan
Head of Design & Technology.

A good read..
The quiet reading room has proved a great
success already this academic year and many
pupils are beginning to read more widely. I am
constantly trying to keep up with new books
and authors and would welcome any
suggestions, or indeed donations, from
parents. The reading room provides a quiet

space to escape the noisier areas in school at
lunchtime and provides an opportunity to
share a love of reading in a safe and secure
environment.
There is a wide range of books and pupils are
welcome to borrow these by booking them
out during lunchtime; a member of staff is
always on hand to discuss book choices and
provide some guidance. The room also stocks
a number of non-fiction texts that can be used
to support classroom learning and help with
homework, these are reference books only
but may be borrowed for short term loans on
agreement.
I am currently trying to set up a small reading
group. This provides pupils with the
opportunity to read books that they may not
always consider and, through questioning and
discussion, attempt to develop a wider
understanding of the writer’s craft. It will also
provide a chance for pupils to share their love
of literature with others whilst developing
their knowledge and understanding. The
group will then go on to write reviews that
will be published for other pupils and parents
to help encourage
wider reading. If you
think your child
would enjoy this,
encourage them to
read the notices on
the morning report
and speak to me
(Mrs Knight) in the
English department.
A lovely quote has
been placed in the
English department and shows how we often
take our ability to read for granted.

“Until I feared I would lose it, I
never loved to read. One does not
love breathing”
Harper Lee from ‘To Kill a
Mockingbird’
Mrs Knight
English Department

Uniform reminder

New Bishop’s Consecration

Please remember that clip on ties are the only
acceptable tie for pupils in years 7-9, and they
will be expected to wear these during all their
time at Archbishop Temple School.

On 10th October Mrs Jackson and Dave our
Chaplain took a group of senior prefects to
York, to be part of the service to consecrate
the new Bishop of Blackburn, Rt Rev Julian
Henderson.

Also the school hoodie is a “for this year only”
item of school uniform. It’s proved very
popular with the pupils and I’m sure will be
appreciated as the cold weather starts. If
your child hasn’t yet got one, they are
available from Smart Clothing, and each
purchase includes a £5.00 donation to the
school’s anniversary fund.

Many pupils were impressed with how
stunning York is, and loved the beautiful and
historic Minster. The service was led by the
Archbishop of York John Sentamu, and was a
good mixture of a serious service with some
really nice human touches. The day was also
the 60th wedding anniversary of the new
bishop’s parents, and Dr Sentamu stopped the
service to talk to them and give them a special
blessing.
Bishop Julian is due to visit Archbishop
Temple School on 4th February 2014.

Thank you to everyone who is supporting our Anniversary Appeal
We would like to thank everyone who has already given generously to the School’s
Anniversary Appeal. We have already raised £13,000, with more money pledged
through the New Futures Trust. Our aims this year are to raise money to fund three
projects in school:




Firstly, a Multi Use Games Area to allow us to develop our outdoor sporting facilities
Secondly, a year 11 Common Room and Dining Room, which will also allow us to enjoy our
eco garden properly
Thirdly, a school library, so we can spread out and really get into our reading.

Thank you to everyone for helping us achieve this!

Paris Trip
The MFL Department had the pleasure of
running a trip to Paris for our GCSE French
students in September. The staff were extremely
proud of the pupils' behaviour and conduct
throughout the 4 day visit and everyone had a
fantastic time. We saw all the major attractions
of Paris such as the Eiffel Tower, The Notre Dame
Cathedral, The Louvre, The Arc de Triomphe and
lots more. We spent a day at Parc Astérix, (a very
French theme park!) and the weather was
fabulous! We had a relaxing guided river-boat
cruise along the River Seine seeing all the
magnificent buildings of Paris and we even had
the chance to go shopping on the Champs
Elysées before climbing up the 284 steps of the
Arc de Triomphe where we had a 360 degree
view of the city including the illuminated Eiffel
Tower!
On the final day we visited the War Memorial at
Vimy Ridge which was moving but beautiful.
Mrs Bergon and the MFL department would like
to thank once again the students who made this
such an enjoyable and memorable trip.
Mrs Bergon
Head of MFL

European Day of Languages
On Wednesday 25th September we
celebrated The European Day of Languages.
The school corridors were decorated with
flags and the teachers dressed up in
different European outfits. Mrs Jackson even
had her nails painted lots of different colours
representing the different European flags!
There were various activities for pupils to get
involved with such as quizzes, a movie
showing and a snail eating experience... in
which one boy just kept coming back for
more... again and again...
It was a fun day and everyone enjoyed
getting involved!

Archbishop of York Youth Trust Young Leaders Award – The finishing line is in sight
Those of you who read editions of
Communiqué last year will know that pupils
in the current year 8 have been
conscientiously working towards achieving
this new leadership award that has been
developed by the Archbishop of York,
Dr John Sentamu, and his Youth Trust team.
Where are they up to with it all?
By the middle of this November, all year 8
pupils will need to have completed their
challenges (school, community and
personal). Each pupil will need to have made
a record of all that he or she has done in
pursuit of the award, using the School’s VLE
Pupils planting snowdrop bulbs under the new
trees along the school drive

to store this information (at present their work is on the Moodle VLE but this will be moved to Firefly
for them) and each pupil will have prepared their work for submission to Youth Trust.
The pupils have undertaken some wonderful challenges and raised fantastic amounts of money for
the various charities that they have supported. These charities included The Katy Holmes Trust,
Derian House and The North West Air Ambulance. As well as the personal volunteering that they
have completed beyond school, they have all undertaken activities in school that have enhanced our
school community such as litter picking, weeding and bulb planting. No task has proved either too
humble or insurmountable for our young leaders.
At present we are hoping that all year 8 pupils are on track to apply for the award and we are
hopeful that Archbishop Temple School will be one of the first where all pupils in a year group
receive The Archbishop of York Youth Trust Young Leaders Award for ‘being the change that they
want to see’. Achieving this prestigious award will be something to be very proud of and parents of
year 8 pupils will be invited to attend a special awards ceremony in 2014.
A final word from Mrs Saint-Agnan
Mrs Saint Agnan retired in July but she didn’t
manage her leaving speech. She’s contacted
the school and asked us to let people read
what she wished to say.
When I was myself a pupil at Preston Park
School for girls, I took part in an exchange
with Preston’s twin town in France, Nimes. I
fell in love with the language and culture of
France and went on to study French at
University. At that point, I had no intention of
becoming a teacher. It was much later, after
raising three children, that I decided to train
to be a teacher at St Martin’s, Lancaster. My
first job interview was here at ATS and I was
amazed to be offered the post. I started work
here in September 1992 and I still remember
Mr Battarbee being very kind and welcoming
on my first day.
In the nineties, I organised several French
trips with the help of Mr Carter, who was
enlisted as a kind of “minder” to keep order.
My own children, who were then of highschool age, came along and made many
lasting friendships with ATS pupils.
Over the years, I have compiled a folder of
humorous incidents, of which there have
been many. I have kept homework howlers,
letters of apology, hilarious classroom
comments, along with thank-you cards etc.
Here is an example from a practice GCSE
paper, which consisted of a sign in a French
baker’s window:

PAIN CHAUD TOUTE LA JOURNEE (meaning
FRESH BREAD ALL DAY)
These were the range of answers:
White bread sold here
Hot bread for all the time
Out of bread – go to next shop
Bread – use other door
Bread is cold, gone on a journey
You can get bread down the road
Hot loaves to take on journey
Cold bread
When hot, read the paper
Cold sandwiches for the journey
Hot bread sold here (toast)
I cannot believe that I am now of retirement
age, but, after 21 years, I am looking forward
to a new stage in my life. Since being parttime, I have begun my life-long ambition of
writing a book and now I shall have time to
finish it. My husband was born on an island in
the Indian Ocean, called La Reunion, and we
plan to go there in the autumn when it is
summer season there. It will be the trip of a
lifetime, especially as my husband has
recently discovered that he has siblings there
of whom he was previously unaware.
Most of all, I plan to spend time with my four
grand-daughters, Jasmine, aged 3, Lyra, 6
weeks, and twins, Lucia and Tara, born
recently on 1st July. I will miss many (not all!)
of my pupils and colleagues and will certainly
keep in touch with the school.
Mrs Jan Saint Agnan
French Department

Remember, Remember the 8th of November (!!?)
Bonfire Night will go with a bang at Archbishop Temple
School with the PTA bonfire night celebration on
Friday 8th November. There’ll be side stalls, hot dogs, a big
bonfire and a professional firework display, starting at
6.30pm on Friday 8th November.
Please join us. Tickets cost £3.00
from School or on the door

