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1. Rationale and Ethos:
This policy covers our Academy’s approach to Personal, Social, Health and Economic
Education and was produced by Marc Height, Assistant Head for Student Personal
Development and overseen by the Senior Assistant Head, Rachel Hurst. Guidance provided by
the PSHE Association has been used to create this policy. The policy will be available for
parents, guardians and stakeholders to view on the Academy website. We believe that PSHE
lessons will enable our students to feel positive about who they are and enjoy healthy, safe and
fulfilling lives underpinned by our Academy values of respect, inclusion, family, collaboration
and perseverance.Through active learning opportunities delivered in designated PSHE lessons
and through the curriculum by embedded themes in a variety of subjects, we aim for students to
recognise and manage risk, take increasing responsibility for themselves and their actions and
ultimately, make positive contributions to their community.

2. Roles and Responsibilities
The governing board will approve the Academy PSHE Policy and hold the Headteacher to
account for its implementation. The PSHE programme will be led by the Assistant Head Teacher
in charge of student Personal and Character Development and it will be taught by designated
practitioners in the majority of instances during 1 hour timetabled lessons per week. The PSHE
programme will also include guest speakers and ‘drop down sessions’ which may take place at
different times during the school day. A working party will be made up of all teachers directly
responsible for the delivery of the Personal, Social, Health and Economic Programme, in
conjunction with the Safeguarding Leads to monitor the execution of the Programme and adapt
where necessary. Teaching staff will receive PSHE training on modules outlined in the PSHE
Curriculum (which can be found on Appendix I. at the end of this policy) to support pupils with
the safe understanding of the themes and topics covered in the programme.

3. Legislation (Statutory Regulation and Guidance)
We continue to use the DfEE (now DfE) guidance for Personal, Social, Health and Economic
education. PSHE is a non statutory subject and the Armfield Academy PSHE Programme has
been tailored to meet the needs of our students and it is under regular review in order to
respond to particular events that may need to be explored in a classroom setting. Relationships
and Sex Education is however, a statutory element of PSHE and the Academy policy on
Relationships and Sex Education can be found on the Academy website, along with the topics
covered within Relationships and Sex Education. This is reflected in the government’s most
recent guidance (Department for Education, “Policy Statement: Relationships Education,
Relationships and Sex Education and Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education” March
2017) outlining the statutory duty on schools to provide this aspect of the curriculum. As an all
through (3-16) academy school we must provide RSE to all pupils as per section 34 of the
Children and Social work act 2017. In teaching RSE, we are required by our funding
agreements to have regard to guidance issued by the secretary of state as outlined in section
403 of the Education Act 1996. At Armfield Academy, we teach RSE as set out in this policy.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2017/16/section/34/enacted
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2017/16/section/34/enacted
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/relationships-and-sex-education-and-health-education
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/contents


4. Curriculum Design
Our PSHE Programme will be planned based on the PSHE Association Schemes of Work and
through the lessons from the Picture News PSHE resources which are designed with the new
KS1 through to KS4 RSE and PSHE Framework in mind. Lessons will include a wide range of
activities and high quality resources to promote understanding. Students will be given
opportunities to discuss and reflect on work and we will use a variety of different assessment
methods to gauge student progress and understanding. PSHE will be assessed through
low-stakes testing and ‘reflection tasks’ where students collate their reflections and thoughts on
given topics. There will be no termly or end of year examinations for PSHE. Our PSHE
programme is an integral part of our whole Academy character education provision and will aim
to:

● Provide accurate and age appropriate information about and understanding of PSHE
issues.

● Dispel myths and misunderstandings.
● Explore a range of attitudes towards PSHE issues and help students reach their own

informed views and choices for a healthier lifestyle.
● Develop respect and care for others.
● Increase students’ self esteem and ability to be a confident public speaker and able to

take part in respectful debates.
● Develop skills relevant to the effective management of personal, social, health and

economic events. Examples of these skills are: Risk assessment, assertiveness, conflict
management, decision making and seeking help from others.

● Contribute to a reduction of local and national figures of crime, underage drinking and
drug consumption, bullying and discriminatory events.

● Develop students’ awareness of the human condition and challenge prejudice by
promoting equality and diversity in a cohesive community.

● Provide knowledge of sources of help and how to access help if necessary.

Our approach to PSHE will be underpinned by our Academy values and moral code and based on the
following principles:

● Respect, understanding and empathy for others who may have different backgrounds,
sexualities, cultures, feelings and views.

● Age and circumstance appropriate PSHE
● Access to help and advice from trusted adults and advisory services.

5. Safe and Effective Practice
We will ensure a safe learning environment by ensuring that teachers and pupils agree to
ground rules before the delivery of an aspect of PSHE. This contract is referred to before every
lesson to remind students each and every time of the high expectations for successful delivery
of lessons. Students will be taught to and expected to use distancing techniques which
depersonalise the situations under discussion. These are used because they enable students to
explore issues safely because they are not speaking or acting as themselves. Pupils’ questions
will be answered by the class teacher. In the event of a student not feeling confident enough to
ask a question in class, students will be able to drop a question into a secure box which will
then be addressed by the teacher in an anonymous manner in the following lesson. Sensitive
issues will be handled by teachers with care and with the support of the Academy Student
Caseworkers, Designated Safeguarding Leads and Head of Year. All staff teaching PSHE will



be supported by the Assistant Head of Personal and Character Development and the
Designated Safeguarding Leads. Students will also have access to Pastoral Support, a
provision of appropriate information material such as books and leaflets in public spaces such
as libraries or display posters, as well as access to cross curricular events and programmes.
Inclusion - Further information:
Young people will have varying needs regarding PSHE depending on their circumstances and
background. Our Academy strongly believes that all students should receive PSHE lessons. We
recognise our students come from different family units and will ensure no family units are
stigmatised through our provision of PSHE. We will tackle and address discriminatory behaviour
as per Common British Law as well as ensure that students with Special Educational Needs will
require bespoke PSHE lessons.

6. Safeguarding
Teachers are aware that effective PSHE, which brings an understanding of what is and what is
not appropriate in modern British society, can lead to a disclosure of a child protection issue. In
the case this occurs, teachers will consult with the designated safeguarding lead and in his/her
absence their deputy safeguarding lead and follow procedures as stated on the Academy
Safeguarding Policy which can be found on the Academy website. Visitors and external
agencies which support the delivery of PSHE will be required to present DBS checks and will be
required to read our Academy Safeguarding Policy. The protocol for inviting visitors into lessons
is overseen by the Safeguarding Lead and the Assistant Head Teacher in charge of Personal
and Character Development and we only use agencies and charities whose work with schools
has been monitored and quality assured.

7. Engaging Stakeholders
Parents will be able to access the Personal, Social, Health and Economic Policy on the
Academy website. The themes and topics taught can be found below in the Appendix of this
policy. Parents can request to view the resources, discuss any aspects of the curriculum and
the lessons with the Assistant Head Teacher in charge of Character Development, in the first
instance. (These requests are to be made to: (m.height@armfield.fcat.org.uk). We work closely
with parents to ensure that they are fully aware of what is being taught and provide additional
resources and support through the Academy website.

8. Monitoring, Reporting and Evaluation
Teachers will critically reflect on their work in delivering PSHE through access to the staff
working party as well as regular meetings, training sessions for form tutors and those delivering
aspects of PSHE to students to ensure that consistent messages are taught across the
Academy. PSHE education will be regularly discussed at staff and governors’ meetings.
Policies, Curriculum and external agencies will be audited at least yearly. Pupils will have
opportunities to review and reflect on their learning during lessons and will complete pupil voice
surveys and questionnaires which will be influential in adapting and amending planned learning
activities for the future.

mailto:m.height@armfield.fcat.org.uk


9. PSHE Policy Review Date
This policy will be reviewed in October 2024. It will be reviewed by the Assistant Head Teacher
in charge of Personal Development. This will ensure that the policy is up to date and fully
relevant to the provision of PSHE at Armfield Academy.

10. Appendix - The PSHE Curriculum:
PSHE Education will be taught as follows in the table below. The order of the topics within the
modules may change depending on the class/teacher discretion. These lessons will be taught
within the Personal, Social, Health, Careers and Citizenship Education Programme delivered by
teaching staff during time tabelled sessions as well as through Spiritual, Moral, Social and
Cultural Development aspect of the wide range of KS1 through to KS4 subjects that make up
our Academy curriculum, including the Assembly Programme, the Extra Curricular and
Enrichment Activities provided for our students throughout their time at Armfield Academy.




