
 

 Nursery Curriculum Map 2022-2023  

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic One, Two, Three! Autumn Festivals Winter Signs of Spring Life Cycles At the Seaside 

Enrichment Harvest Meal 
 

Nativity Play 
Plan a Christmas Party 

Visit to Pets at Home 
Emergency Service Visitor 

Hatching Ducklings 
Visit from the Ice Cream Van 

Summer picnic 

Functional 
Literacy 

Phonics Phonics Phonics Phonics Phonics Phonics 

Topic Books Goat goes to Playgroup 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears 

The Three Little Pigs 
The Three Billy Goats Gruff 

Oliver’s Vegetables 
The Little Red Hen 

Meg and Mog 

Whatever Next? 
Owl Babies 

Can’t You Sleep Little Bear? 
A Home for Hare and Mouse. 

Little Owl and the Star 
Dear Santa 

One Snowy Night 
The Gruffalo 

The Gruffalo’s Child 
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt 
Guess How Much I love You 

Mr Wolf’s Pancakes 
Jaspers Beanstalk 
Handa’s Surprise 
Monkey Puzzle 
(Mother’s Day) 

Non-fiction - Spring 
We’re Going on an Egg Hunt. 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar 
The Trouble with Tadpoles 

The Ugly Duckling 
Where Oh Where is Rosie’s Chick? 

Handa’s Hens 
Dinosaur Roar 

Lucy and Tom at the Seaside 
Commotion in the Ocean 

Rainbow Fish 
Billy’s Bucket 

Pirate Pete 

Reading 
Spine 

(Literacy, C&L) 

Chocolate Mouse for a Greedy 
Goose 

Hippo Has a Hat 
Animal Music 

One Mole Digging a Hole 
Toddle Waddle 

It’s the Bear 
Where’s My Teddy? 

10 in a Bed 
One Ted Fell Out of Bed 
Brown Bear Brown Bear 

Percy the Park Keeper - One 
snowy night 

After the Storm 
Acorn Wood - Foxes Socks 

Hide and Seek Pig 
Rabbits Nap 

Postman Bear 
Kipper 

Everyone hide from Wibbly Pig 
Walking Through the Jungle 

Spot 
Oliver’s Fruit salad 

Dear Zoo 
The Very Busy Spider 
The Smartest Giant 

Peepo 
Lucy and Tom at the Seaside 

Oi Frog 
Goodnight Tractor 

Dinosaurs in the Supermarket 
There’s a Shark in the Park 

The Animal Boogie 

Traditional 
Rhymes 

(Literacy, C&L) 

Humpty Dumpty 
Baa Baa Black 
Sheep 
Hickory Dockory 
Dock 
One, Two, Three, 
Four 
Five 

London Bridge 
Dingle Dangle 
Scarecrow 
Patacake 
Incy Wincy Spider 

Twinkle Twinkle 
Autumn Leaves 
are falling down 
Let’s Go Fly a Kite 
Hey Diddle, 
Diddle 
Diddle, Diddle, 
Dumpling 

Christmas songs 
(Jingle Bells, 
When Santa got 
stuck up the 
Chimney 
We Wish You 
a Merry 
Christmas) 

Here We Go 
Round the 
Mulberry Bush 
Goosy Goosy 
Gander 
 

Doctor Foster 
10 in a bed 
The Queen of 
Hearts 

Rain, Rain, Go 
Away 
I Hear Thunder 
I can sing a 
rainbow 
 

Mary had a Little 
Lamb 
Ring -a Ring - a 
Roses 
Little Bow Peep 

There’s a Tiny 
Caterpillar 
on a Leaf 
There’s a worm at 
the bottom of the 
garden 
5 Speckled Frogs 
 

5 little Ducks 
Chick, Chick, 
Chick, Chick, 
Chicken 
Old Macdonald 
had a Farm 
The Farmers in 
the Den 

The Sun has Got 
his Hat on 
Sally Go Round 
the Sun 
Mary Mary 
 

Round and Round 
the Garden 
See Saw Margery 
Daw 
Ride a cock Horse 
Jack and Jill 

Writing Units 
(Literacy) 

Story Imitation/innovation: 
Little Red Hen 

Story Invention 
2 Characters on a journey story 

Non-Fiction 
Instructions – making bread  

Story Imitation/innovation: 
Owl Babies 

Story Invention 
Animal Based 
Non-Fiction 

Recount - Night time routine 

Story Imitation/innovation: 
Brown Bear Brown Bear 

Story Invention 
Weekly group golden story 

Fiction 
Information - Bears 

Story Imitation/innovation: 
Jaspers Beanstalk 
Story Invention 

Weekly group golden story 
Non-Fiction 

Instructions – planting beans 
 

Story Imitation/innovation: 
Noisy Farm 

Story Invention 
Golden stories from individuals 

Non-Fiction 
Information – report on ducks 

Story Imitation/innovation: 
Stuck in the Mud 

(TfW) 
Story Invention 

Golden stories from individuals 
Non-Fiction 

Recount –  Ice Cream Van visit 
 

Maths Units 
(Mathematics) 

Numbers to 5 (1) 
Subitise to 5. (1) 

One more, One Less (1) 

Name, recognise and match 2D 
Shapes (1) 

Language of Size (1) 
Positional Language (1) 

 

Numbers to 5 (2) 
One more, one less (2) 

Subitise to 5 (2) 
 

2D shapes (2) 
Language of Size (2) 

Compare items by height and 
length (1) 

Positional language (2) 

Numbers to 10 (1) 
Subitise to 5 (3) 

One more, one less (3) 
 
 

Symmetry (1) 
Repeating Patterns (1) 
Positional Language (3) 

Language of Size (3) 
Non-standard measuring (1) 

Understanding 
the World 

The Natural 
World 

(Science) 

Making porridge and Baking bread 
 

Exploring materials - building bridges 
and houses. 

Hibernation and habitats – making 
homes for hedgehogs in the outdoor 

area. 
 

Exploring Autumn – what changes can 
we see? 

 
Exploring materials - Kite making: 

Which materials are lifted easily by 
the wind? 

Exploring Winter 
What changes can we 

see? 
 

Exploring ice – freezing and melting. 
 
 

Planting and growing - 
beans. 

 
How do plants grow? 

 
Using our senses - spring 

walk and fruit tasting 
Life cycle of a butterfly. 

 
Adult and baby animals 

Animals that lay eggs 
 

Life cycle of a butterfly, frog, 
chick/duckling/swan. 

 
Dinosaurs - herbivores 

and carnivores. 
Looking after animals 

and ourselves including hospitals and 
vets 

Habitats - Rock pools and oceans 
 

Looking after ourselves in summer 



 
Exploring light and dark. 

Understanding 
the World: 
The Natural 

World 
People, Culture 

and Communities 
(Geography) 

Structures and buildings. Building 
houses for the Three Little Pigs. 

 
Where do we live? 

Looking at our own houses and 
buildings around school. 

 
Exploring and building bridges. 

 
Harvest festival. What is Harvest 

and how is it celebrated? 

Changes in Autumn. Exploring 
Autumn leaves and seeds. 

 
Windy days - kite 

building and flying. 

Changes in winter. Exploring 
winter weather. 

 
What do we wear in Winter? 

 
Looking at China and Chinese New 

Year. 
 

Map reading and making. 

Changes in spring Farms and farm animals. 
 

Map reading and 
making. 

Changes in summer. Exploring 
summer weather. What do we 

wear in Summer? 
 

Characteristics of the seaside 
 

Pirates and 
treasure maps. 

Understanding 
the World:  

People Culture 
and Communities  

(RE) 

Discovery RE: Special People 
 

Celebration & Festivals:  
Harvest Festival 

Halloween 

Discovery RE: Christmas 
 

Celebration & Festivals:  
Bonfire Night 

Remembrance Sunday 
Diwali 

Advent + Christmas 

Discovery RE: Celebrations 
 

Celebration & Festivals:  
Chinese New Year 
St Valentine's Day 

 

Discovery RE: Easter 
 

Celebration & Festivals:  
Mothering Sunday 

Shrove Tuesday 
Easter 

Discovery RE: Storytime 
 

Celebration & Festivals:  
Eid 

Discovery RE: Special Places 
 

Celebration & Festivals:  
Father’s Day 

Understanding 
the World: 

Past and Present 
(History) 

Our families. Remembrance Day 
 

Exploring festivals from different 
cultures - Halloween, bonfire, 

Diwali and Christmas. 
What do we celebrate with 

family? 

Family traditions - How do families 
 celebrate Chinese New Year? 

 Growth and change - how have we 
changed since we were babies? 

British seaside traditions. 

Expressive Arts 
And Design 

(Art) 

Learning how to use the painting 
and work-shop areas. 

 
Exploring the primary colours and 

colour mixing. 
 

Exploring printing - harvest 
vegetables. 

 
Using playdough to make models 

and representations. 

Exploring printing - fireworks, 
poppies, Christmas wrapping 

paper/table cloths. 
 

Studying Monet: Poppy Fields 
 

Exploring transient art - Rangoli 
patterns and Christmas cards. 

Exploring the primary colour and 
colours mixing - ice painting, 
painting on cotton wool with 
pipettes and shades of winter 

colours 
 

Choosing colours for a purpose -
painting characters from the 

Gruffalo. 
 

Exploring printing - tape- resist 
snowflakes, heart printing. 

Exploring the primary colours and 
colour mixing – painting rainbows. 

 
Choosing colours for a purpose – 

observational painting of 
daffodils. 

 
Studying Monet’s daffodils and 

Georgia O'Keeffe’s Jonquils 
 

Exploring printing flower/ petal/ 
foliage printing. 

Exploring printing and 
symmetry - butterfly 

paintings 
 

Studying The Great Wave by 
Katsushika Hokusai 

 
Exploring shade- wave paintings 

 
Exploring printing - shells. 

 
Exploring transient art - materials 

from the beach. 
 

Expressive Art 
and Design 

(DT) 

 Using scissors to make paper 
lanterns. 

 
Using salt dough to make Diwa 

lamps and Christmas decorations. 
 

Using scissors to make snowflakes, 
story puppets, Chinese dragon 
puppets, and Valentine cards. 

 
Using playdough to 

make Gruffalo models. 

 Using scissors to create different 
textures such as feathering and 

ripping. 

Using scissors, glue and tape to 
make pirate role play props and 

Punch and Judy puppets. 

Technology 
(Computing) 

Children have access to technology in all learning areas, through the use of handheld devices, iPads, cameras and beebots. 

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development 

(PSHE) 

Relationships: 
Families and Relationships 

Safe Relationships 
Respecting ourselves and others 

Living in the Wider World 
Belonging to a community 

Media literacy and digital resilience 
Money and work 

Health and Wellbeing 
Physical health and mental wellbeing 

Growing and changing 
Keeping safe 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

(Music) 

 
Musical Resources in Provision, Listen & Appraise, Sing Entire Songs, Play Instruments with Control 

 

Physical 
Development 

(PE) 

      


