
 

 

24th July 2026 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

We have made it to the end of term! It's been fantastic and we have managed to fit so much 

in. Highlights for me this term have included the Colour Run, Year 6 Play- Grossbusters, 

Diversity week and Sports Day. It has been so good to see you all at all the different events.  

It has been an emotional week, as our Year 6's prepare to take their next steps on to their 

secondary schools. They have been such good fun, and we are going to miss them loads.  

The other reason we have been sad this week is the news that Mr Phillips-Alexander's  is 

leaving us to continue his teaching career in the City. I just want to say a massive thank you 

to him on behalf of all of us - we are really going to miss him.  



On another sad note, we have also said farewell to our Midday Supervisors. As a school we 

have moved over to a new lunchtime system. The children will now be cared for by our 

Teachers and TAs at lunchtimes, OPAL time will continue, but children will also be able to eat 

together with their friends. We won't be separating packed lunches and hot meals- everyone  

in each phase will eat together in waves. We all want to wish the Middays good luck and 

thank them for their help over the years.  

And finally... on a more positive note I want to thank you all for working so closely with us. 

The children have had some amazing opportunities this year, because of your support and 

the commitment of our staff team. Arnold Mill has been a lovely place to be this year- so 

thank you for helping us make it so brilliant! 

Have the best summer! 

We look forward to seeing you back in school on Thursday 3rd September 2026.   

Jackie Oldfield, Head Teacher 

Calendar  

 

 

September 

Tues 1st - Inset Day - School Closed 

Weds 2nd - Inset Day - School Closed 

Thurs 3rd - First day of term for children  



Changes to Free School Meals 

 

 

National changes to Free School Meals (FSM) eligibility have taken place. One of the biggest 

updates is that families receiving Universal Credit may now qualify for FSM even if your 

income is above £7.400 per year.   

Children in Foundation, Year 1 and Year 2 will continue to receive FSM automatically. 

Checking your eligibility for FSM also checks your child’s eligibility to receive pupil premium 

funding that supports your child’s school. So even if your child is in Foundation, Year 1 or Year 

2, it is important you still apply if you think you may be entitled. Applications for FSM can 

currently be made through Nottinghamshire County Council’s Citizen Portal by following Free 

School Meals.  

Don't forget that if your child is moving from Year 2 into Year 3 in September their 

entitlement to Universal Infant Free School Meals will come to an end.  Therefore you will 

need to pay £3.16 for each meal unless you provide a packed lunch or are entitled to Income 

Based Free School Meals (FSM) - you can check your eligibilty via the Nottinghamshire 

County Council link above. 

Just a polite reminder that school dinners should be paid in advance via MCAS (My Child at 

School).  Don't forget to add some money to your child's dinner money account ahead of the 

new academic year. 

https://notts.cloud.servelec-synergy.com/SynergyWeb/Enquiries/Citizen/FreeSchoolMeals.aspx/
https://notts.cloud.servelec-synergy.com/SynergyWeb/Enquiries/Citizen/FreeSchoolMeals.aspx/


Change of Caterers - Action required if your child has special dietary 

needs 

 

 

 

From September we will have a new catering supplier, Aspens. Although the kitchen staff will 

remain the same, we will have new food, menus and systems.  



Aspens comply with the Food Information Regulation 2014 which states that allergen 

information must be provided for all food prepared and sold, and as such will provide a meal 

for your child if they have a special dietary requirement.  

Unfortunately as a new provider, ALL ALLERGEN INFORMATION NEEDS TO BE RESUBMITTED 

for your child to receive allergen appropriate menu.  

If your child does have a special dietary requirement you will need to complete and return 

a form please (Link to form).  Please ask the office to send a hard copy home if required.  

If your child has a food allergy resulting in a severe reaction/anaphylactic shock, please 

speak to the school office so that Aspens can get in contact directly to discuss a suitable 

menu. If this allergy is to one of the known 14 allergens (celery, cereals containing gluten, 

crustaceans, egg, fish, lupin, milk, molluscs, mustard, peanuts, sesame, soybeans, sulphur 

dioxide, tree nuts.) then your child can be fed from our allergy aware menu until they have 

agreed a suitable menu with you.  

If your child has multiple allergies or is allergic to other foods such as tomatoes, please could 

you provide a packed lunch for them until Aspens have met with you to agree a suitable 

menu.  

For those children with intolerance and lifestyle choices, please follow our usual ordering 

system and select from the daily menu.  The draft menus can be seen below. As you will see, 

there is more choice; anyone can choose the vegetarian option if they wish and both pasta 

and jacket potatoes will be available as an option on a daily basis.   

 

 

https://files.schudio.com/arnold-mill-primary-and-nursery-school/files/documents/Alternative_Menu_Form_(Allergy_-_Lifestyle_Notification_and_Medical_Diet_Request)_Jan_2025_(1)_(1).pdf


 

 

 

Friends of Arnold Mill PTFA 

 



 

Key Stage 2 Music Lessons 

 

 

In the new academic year Key Stage 2 children have the opportunity to take music lessons 

with one of our external music teachers.  

At the moment, I would just like to get an idea of interest and numbers of Key Stage 2 pupils, 

who would like to take lessons (we can offer a taster session prior to final sign up).  Taster 

session details will be finalised in early September and information sent home.   

Key information 

• Lessons will be ongoing throughout the school year. 

• Lessons will take place during the school day (your child will miss part of a regular 

lesson, break or lunchtime). 



• Fees will be paid directly to the external music provider (in advance), not to the school. 

• Children that signed up for guitar or piano this current academic year will be able to 

continue if they wish.  

• Please note that places are limited so we cannot guarantee your child will be 

successful should they apply for lessons. 

• Pupils may only sign up for guitar OR piano during school time (not both). 

There are a limited number of guitar lesson slots available on a Tuesday that are being 

offered to children who will be in class 2a, 2b, 2c, 2d, 2e and 2f in the next academic year.  

• Each weekly lesson will be 30 minutes long. 

• Lessons are £24.25 - fees are invoiced on a termly basis (5-7 weeks) 

• There is a one-off joining fee of £6.85. 

• Students may borrow a guitar or bring their own. 

• If you have any questions about guitar lessons please email 

admin@wecreatemusic.co.uk 

If your key stage 2 child is interested in signing up for a guitar music taster session please 

complete the expression of interest form (link here) and we will pass your details to Create 

Music, the music provider.    

Create Music will also be sending home some information flyers on 21st July following the 

guitar assembly.   

mailto:admin@wecreatemusic.co.uk
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=36XVUImrcE2KoHLka9QbWQhzxza7dQNIi_fNSjtsyEVUQ1FKT1FXSFlTRENVUEpDRU5HRFdNUzZVTy4u


 

 

 

Piano lesson slots are fully booked and there is a waiting list.   

If your child is in 2a, 2b, 2c, 2d, 2e or 2F in the next academic year and would like to be 

added to the piano waiting list please complete the expression of interest form (link here) 

and we will pass your details to  Mrs Fisher the music provider.    

Breakfast Clubs 

 

 

Thank you for supporting our Breakfast Clubs .   

Polite reminder that both the 30-minute free Breakfast Club and the Arnie's Breakfast Club 

sessions need to be booked in advance/before the session starts on the day please (via  ‘My 

Child at School’ (MCAS).  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=36XVUImrcE2KoHLka9QbWQhzxza7dQNIi_fNSjtsyEVUQ1FKT1FXSFlTRENVUEpDRU5HRFdNUzZVTy4u


Arnie’s Wraparound Care Breakfast Club (children may sign in any time between 7.45am & 

8.30am): 

• 7.45am – doors open (entry will not be permitted before 7.45am) 

• 7.45am – 8.30am -  entry via the Library.  Each child will be registered as they arrive. 

• 7.45am – 8.40am - Breakfast is served  (breakfast of the day and a drink) 

• 7.45am -8.50am – children have the opportunity to socialise with their friends, play 

games, read or do art/craft.  

• 8.30am - a ‘Wake and Shake’ activity in the Hall starts and is open to children from 

both Breakfast Clubs.  

• 8.50am - the children line up in readiness to be escorted to their classrooms for class 

registration at 9.00am.  

Arnie’s Breakfast Club is available for children in Nursery to Year 6 and is £3.50 per session 

and should be booked and paid in advance via MCAS (My Child at School).    

Year 5 & 6 children that have permission to walk to school independently may sign 

themselves in to Breakfast Club, all other children must be accompanied by a 

parent/guardian to ensure a safe handover. 

Payments can also be made by childcare voucher, don't forget to send the relevant 

paperwork to the office so that they can match up the payment with your account - it may 

take a few working days for your account to sync. 

 To check if you are entitled to Tax Free childcare check the GOV.UK website: 

https://www.gov.uk/get-tax-free-childcare 

 

Arnold Mill’s Free Breakfast Club (children to arrive in time for the 8.30am sign in please):  

https://www.gov.uk/get-tax-free-childcare


• 8.30am Registration - please arrive at the Library entrance in time for  the 8.30am 

Registration (entry will not be permitted before 8.30am) 

• 8.40am Late Registration closes - anyone arriving after 8.40am or not booked on the 

session may be refused entry and redirected to wait at the classroom door to open at 

8.50am.  

• 8.30am - 8.40am - Breakfast is served (toast with jam or butter & a drink) 

• 8.30 -8.50am – children have the opportunity to socialise with their friends, play 

games, read or do art/craft.  

• 8.30am - a ‘Wake and Shake’ activity in the Hall starts and is open to children from 

both Breakfast Clubs.  

• 8.50am - the children begin to collect their things and line up in readiness to be 

escorted to their classrooms for class registration at 9.00am.  

The 30-minute breakfast club is available for children in Reception (F2) to Year 6 (not 

Nursery).   

Year 5 & 6 children that have permission to walk to school independently may sign 

themselves in to Breakfast Club, all other children must be accompanied by a 

parent/guardian to ensure a safe handover. 

General Safety Information 

• Classroom doors open at 8.50am, parents/carers are welcome to come on to site 

from 8.45am but please ensure that your children are supervised at all times. 

• For insurance purposes please do not allow your children to play on the trim trail or 

other outdoor equipment at drop off/pick up times.    

• We have noticed an increasing number of unsupervised children arriving early on site, 

whilst we love it that they are keen to be in school as there are no members of staff 



outside we will take them to Breakfast Club (we reserve the right to charge for the 

Breakfast Club place) 

If you have any questions, please contact the school office in the first instance.  

Research shows that Breakfast Clubs mean no child starts school hungry and helps set 

children up for the day by providing a nutritious breakfast as well as time with friends to 

enjoy activities such as reading and crafts. 

 



Mobile Phones in School 

 

 

A quick reminder that we have a no phones in school policy for children. They should not be 

bringing phones to school and if they do, it will be sent to the office and an adult will be 

asked to collect them. When used unsupervised, mobiles can lead to safeguarding concerns, 

unwanted photo taking and unkind messages. Please don't feel you need buy your child a 

phone, as it won't be allowed in school. You can see the policy in more detail by clicking this 

link Link to policy.  

Counselling by Carla 

 

https://files.schudio.com/arnold-mill-primary-and-nursery-school/files/documents/amps_mobile_phone_policy_2025_new.pdf


 

Community Notices 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

Here are the PE slots for each class: 

F1 (am): Tuesday (please come in PE kit) 

F1 (pm): Friday (please come in PE kit) 

F2a: Wednesday (please come in PE kit) 



F2b: Wednesday (please come in PE kit) 

1A: Monday and Wednesday (please come in PE kit) 

1B: Monday and Wednesday (please come in PE kit) 

1C: Monday and Wednesday (please come in PE kit) 

2A: Monday (please ensure you have PE kit in school - lesson at 9.10am) and Tuesday (please 

come in PE kit) 

2B: Tuesday (please come in PE kit) and Thursday (please ensure you have PE kit in school - 

lesson at 9.10am) 

2C: Tuesday (please come in PE kit) and Friday (please ensure you have PE kit in school - 

lesson at 9.10am) 

2D: Monday (please ensure you have PE kit in school - lesson at 10.30am) and Thursday 

(please come in PE kit) 

2E: Thursday (please come in PE kit) and Friday (please ensure you have PE kit in school - 

lesson at 10.30am) 

2F: Tuesday (please ensure you have PE kit in school - lesson at 10.30am) and Thursday 

(please come in PE kit) 



 

 

📧  office@arnoldmill.notts.sch.uk 

☎    0115 9667930 (option 1 to record a child's absence or option 2 to speak to a member of 

the admin team) 

🌐   https://arnoldmill.school/ 

💬  https://www.facebook.com/arnoldmillofficial 

mailto:office@arnoldmill.notts.sch.uk
https://arnoldmill.school/
https://www.facebook.com/arnoldmillofficial
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