
 

Arnold Mill Primary School 

15th March 2024 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  



It has been great to celebrate science week with our STEM event this week. Thank you to those who 

could make it to see what we were doing.  

We are planning to offer a number of parent drop-in events so that you can see what happens inside 

school. We completely understand that parents have different commitments and can't make it to 

every event. Don't worry, we explain this to the children and always have something fun for them to 

do regardless of who can pop by.  

The Opal College bingo is going well. Thank you to everyone who has donated something. I know the 

items may seem a little unusual, but we will be using things creatively.  

I've added a link below to help you get a feel for how we might use some of the things we have asked 

for.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HWz3-wjmbyY 

Have a super weekend! 

Jackie Oldfield, Head Teacher 

Children's Work: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HWz3-wjmbyY


 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Calendar 

 

March  



Weds 20th - F2 & KS1 Disco (see poster) 

Thurs 21st - Year 5/6 Visit to National Justice Museum (see letter) 

Mon 25th - Easter assembly given by vicar from St Paul's Church 

Tues 26th - Year 1 & 2 "Reading for Pleasure" Session 3.00-3.30pm (see letter) 

Weds 27th - F2 parents invited to do Easter crafts with children (invites are being sent home in the 

post) 

Weds 27th - KS2 Disco (see poster) 

Thurs 28th - Easter Competition - Parents invited to see Easter entries from 3pm. Refreshments and 

raffle will be in the library area (see poster).  

Fri 29th - Good Friday - School Closed 

Friday 29th March - Friday 12th April - Easter Holiday 

April 

Thurs 18th - Year 6 SATS Information Evening (Link to letter) (link to Standards Agency Doc) 

Fri 24th - Y5 DAaRT Graduation Assembly 9.10am (link to form) 

May 

Mon 6th - May Day Bank Holiday - School Closed 

Thurs 9th - Fri 10th - Year 4 Residential visit to Rand Farm 

Mon 13th - Thurs 16th - Year 6 SATS Week 

Fri 24th - Year 1 & 2 Reading for Pleasure Session 9.00-9.30am (see letter) 

Monday 27th - Friday 31st May - Half Term 

June 

Weds 12th - Sponsored Sports Day - Parents Invited (more details to follow) 

Weds 19th - School photographer in school for class/group photos 

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/arnold-mill-primary-nursery-school/UploadedDocument/c2ff6162-69f5-43f9-908f-4913544d7b66/founation-ks1-disco-20th-march-2024.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/arnold-mill-primary-nursery-school/UploadedDocument/debc5704-0b2c-4f03-a192-a66d5517f4a4/national-justice-museum-trip-2024-non-mailmerge.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/arnold-mill-primary-nursery-school/UploadedDocument/21805c5d-ab8e-4bbc-96de-0636c82e102f/ks1-reading-for-pleasure-with-parents-2023.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/arnold-mill-primary-nursery-school/UploadedDocument/70a4939e-24a5-4ae0-9390-8cf43d9509ef/ks2-disco-27th-march-2024.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/arnold-mill-primary-nursery-school/UploadedDocument/f2e5ab92-ab14-418e-b3af-cb5697c9d151/easter-comp-poster-2024.png
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/arnold-mill-primary-nursery-school/UploadedDocument/7c8e1236-c15e-4929-9f25-1706ad2e8c6c/year-6-sats-parents-meeting.2024-003.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/arnold-mill-primary-nursery-school/UploadedDocument/edfcc751-aec7-4fda-ab5b-d06ac7f50b9f/2024_information_for_parents_assessment_results_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2.pdf
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=36XVUImrcE2KoHLka9QbWQhzxza7dQNIi_fNSjtsyEVUMlYzQUw0TFhXSzRPRDRBRVhIOFIzR0o4US4u
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/arnold-mill-primary-nursery-school/UploadedDocument/21805c5d-ab8e-4bbc-96de-0636c82e102f/ks1-reading-for-pleasure-with-parents-2023.pdf


Tues 24th - Dogs Trust whole school assembly and workshops with 2a, 2b, 2c (more details to follow) 

July 

Tues 9th - Year 3/4 Egyptian Day (Details to follow) 

Fri 12th - Inset Day - School Closed (change of date) 

Tues 23rd - Year 1 & 2 Reading for Pleasure Session 3.00-3.30pm (see letter) 

Fri 26th - Last day of term 

Latest News 

 

OPAL Programme: A Message from the Chair of Governors 

 

I wanted to write to you regarding the Outdoor Play and Learning (OPAL)  programme that has been 

launched this week. As Mrs Oldfield mentioned in her letter last week, playtimes are a huge part of  

primary school, and it is important that this time is beneficial for the children.  

As parents I think most of us look back fondly on our primary school playtimes, how  we used the 

skipping ropes not only for skipping but to create outlines of houses or  make shapes in the 

playground for dobby off ground – I think the modern-day name for this is ‘floor is lava’! - hula hoops 

weren’t just for hula hooping but for creating  hopscotch and the freshly cut grass was perfect for bug 

houses or pretend  campfires. Times have changed and technology has become so enticing and  

addictive that imaginative play has dwindled.   

As Chair of Governors part of my role is to look at the strategic vision of the school  and ensure that it 

benefits all of the children at Arnold Mill. The main aims of OPAL  are to improve wellbeing, improve 

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/arnold-mill-primary-nursery-school/UploadedDocument/21805c5d-ab8e-4bbc-96de-0636c82e102f/ks1-reading-for-pleasure-with-parents-2023.pdf


behaviour and develop skills, all of these changes  align with the school’s strategic vision. Over the 

past couple of months, the school  has been working hard behind the scenes to bring OPAL to life. I 

know at the  moment it might seem a little unusual when your children come home saying things  like 

‘‘we need to take in old pots and pans!’ but the saying ‘One person’s trash is  another person’s 

treasure’ feels very fitting when setting out on an OPAL adventure! So please consider the school 

before putting anything in the bin or doing a charity  shop run. If you haven’t already, please check 

out the Bingo Cards that have been  emailed out and put on the schools Facebook page.  

This week I went into school to watch the OPAL launch assembly. It was lovely to  see all of the 

children engaged and excited about their new playtimes. I hope you will  join me in being fully 

supportive of the introduction of OPAL at Arnold Mill. I am  looking forward to all of our children 

enjoying the outdoors and fulfilling their playtime  potential – whether that is making mud kitchens, 

building dens, learning to walk on  cable reels and much, much more.  

‘The imagination is the golden pathway to everywhere’ (Terence McKenna) and that  is where we 

want the children of Arnold Mill to go – wherever their imagination takes  them.  

Melanie Haslam - Chair of Governors 

Turn on the subtitles: A message from Jack Black 

 

Did you know that turning on the subtitles on your TV at home is the easiest way to get your child 

reading? Doing this can double the chance of your child becoming a good reader. Yes, it ’s really that 

simple.Please visit https://turnonthesubtitles.org/parents/ to see Hollywood legend Jack Black 

explain how you can turn screen time into reading time in 10 seconds. 

School Discos: Wednesday 20th March (F2 & KS1) and Wednesday 27th March (KS2) 

We are holding discos for children from F2-Y6 over the next 2 Wednesdays. You can sign your child up 

via ParentPay. Children should bring their disco clothes to school with them to change into.  

https://edu18.sprintsend.co.uk/link.php?M=3181345&N=264&L=712&F=H


 

 



Summer Fair: Friday 28th June 2024 

 

As the end of the school year approaches the PTA is beginning to plan and prepare for the annual 

Summer Fair, this year it will be held on Friday 28th June 2024 (3.40–5.30pm)  

We have lots planned, including: 

• Raffle and Tombolas   

• Games    

• Cream Teas    

• ‘Wine to Water’  

• Lucky Tubs? 

• ‘Spin to Win‘ 

We really want the Summer Fair to be a success and are seeking donations of: 

• small prizes suitable for tombola/lucky dip/lucky tubs  



• a raffle prize or two 

• chocolates (no nuts please) or wine for the tombola’s 

• soft toys 

• books 

• table clothes 

• bunting 

Keep an eye out for more information. 

Free entry, all welcome! – SAVE THE DATE 

Talent Assembly – Thursday 18th April 2024  

 

The deadline for nominations is Friday 22nd March 

As a school, we value nurturing the whole child, not just those who excel in school-based activities 

and therefore, we would like to know about your children’s achievements outside of school.   

We are holding an Arnold Mill Talent Assembly as we want to celebrate some of the amazing talents, 

achievements or contributions to society that your children have accomplished away from school.   

If you feel that your child does something outside of school that is worth celebrating, we would like 

you to nominate them for a mention during this assembly.   

In the past we have celebrated musical talents, dancers, community volunteers and children who take 

part in dramatic productions. We don’t mind what their talent is, we just like to celebrate what they 

have been doing.  



If you would like to nominate your child, please send a brief description, with a photo if possible, by 

Friday 22nd March to joldfield@arnoldmill.notts.sch.uk We won’t be able to include any nominations 

received after this date. 

There will be an additional talent assembly later in the summer term, so if you can’t nominate this 

time, there will be another opportunity.   

Looking forward to celebrating with you!  

Easter Competition 

 

Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) for Easter Holidays 

 



If you are entitled to free school meals, you are also entitled to take part in the Holiday Activities and 

Food scheme (HAF) for the Easter holidays. Please use link to Nottinghamshire County Council HAF 

page for more information.   

If you are unsure what your unique HAF code is, please email office@arnoldmill.notts.sch.uk and they 

will be able to assist. 

Year 6 SATS meeting with parents 18th April 2024 

 

We would like to invite you to attend a meeting about the Year 6 SATS on Thursday 18th April  at 

3.45pm in class 2F.  We will be covering:  

• The timetable for SATS week   

• Breakfast Club   

• How the tests will be administered  

• How the tests are assessed   

• Revision  

• How you can support at home  

There will also be an opportunity for you to ask any questions.  Please arrive via 2F’s outside door and 

a member of staff will be there to welcome you. It would be helpful if you could complete this form 

(click here for form) so we know how many  people to expect.  

https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/education/holiday-activities-and-food
https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/education/holiday-activities-and-food
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=36XVUImrcE2KoHLka9QbWQhzxza7dQNIi_fNSjtsyEVUMFVPUktSREhQRzdLSFQ0QTBNUTBXQ1U0Ty4u


This meeting is aimed at parents only so, we will have a member of staff to  help support with 

childcare for this meeting.  We will also record the meeting and make it available via the website if 

you cannot make it.  Please find more information about SATs week from the standards and testing 

agency (link to document).  

We hope to see you there. 

The Year 6 Team 

Copy of STEM Poster 

 

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/arnold-mill-primary-nursery-school/UploadedDocument/edfcc751-aec7-4fda-ab5b-d06ac7f50b9f/2024_information_for_parents_assessment_results_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2.pdf


Weekly Online Safety Briefing 

 

In today's online safety guide, you'll find tips on a number of potential risks such as in-game 

purchases, addiction and chatting with strangers in Minecraft 

Minecraft is a beloved classic of modern gaming. First released in 2011, this open-ended ‘sandbox’ 

game of building and exploration still has over 140 million players who happily return to play it at 

least once every month. Minecraft has also been utilised for much more than just entertainment: it ’s 

sometimes used in schools to teach children coding, and it's also employed as a tool for computer-

aided design, which is another valuable skill. Encouraging creativity and problem solving, Minecraft 

has plenty to offer gamers of all ages, and it's available on almost all video game platforms. 



 

Sports News 

 



 

The girls football team put in a great effort in Tuesday's match against Richard Bonington but lost 6-0.  

However, they did show the Arnold Mill spirit and enjoyed themselves. 

Dinner Menus w/c 18th March 2024  

 



  

 

 



 

 

Previously Published Articles 

Opal Launch 

 



As you may have heard we are teaming up with OPAL College to improve your children’s playtimes 

(link to letter which explains more). In order to do this, we need to gather some ‘bits and pieces’ to 

get our site mapped out for fun playtime experiences.  

We thought it would be fun if we did this by playing a huge, whole-school Bingo game. Each class will 

have a bingo board (see below). The aim is for every class to collect all the items as a team.  

The first class to collect an item from all four corners will get 10 mins extra play. The first class to get 

a full row of items will get 15 mins extra play. Then the first class to get a full board will be able to 

play outside for the whole of a Friday assembly.  

We hope you can help us! Second-hand goods are very welcome!  

Let’s Play Bingo! 

 

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/arnold-mill-primary-nursery-school/UploadedDocument/0f00ae9c-3384-43b9-b847-9b9908237ba9/introduction-to-opal-letter-march-2024.pdf


Feedback from Parents' Questionnaires 

 

Every year we like to gather feedback from all of our stakeholders. We use this to help us make 

improvements to the day-to-day running of the school and to help children get the best deal from 

their education setting.  

This year’s findings were as follows: 

• 96% of responses stated you are at least ‘Satisfied’ with the welcome you receive when you 

come to school. (62% were very satisfied) 

• 97% of responses stated you are at least ‘Satisfied’ with the communication you receive 

about school life. (57% were very satisfied) 

• 95% of responses stated you are at least ‘Satisfied’ that your child is making the best possible 

progress from their starting points. (55% were very satisfied) 

• 94% of responses felt that the school achieves high standards of behaviour.  

• 98% of responses felt your children are happy coming to school.  

We had some lovely positive comments about the best features of our school, including: 

• Good communication, welcome, and atmosphere.  



• Great teachers, extra-curricular clubs, and engagement with parents  

• A close-knit feel where children feel safe  

• Inclusive, tidy, approachable 

• Staff really want the best for the children 

• Three people all said ‘Everything!’ 

We also had some valuable points raised in aspects we could improve, including: 

• More parental involvement 

• Better playground facilities 

• Changes to the reading scheme to encourage reading for pleasure 

• More choice over school dinners 

In light of these points, we are planning to do the following: 

• We will offer more activities for parents to attend.  On top of our termly book looks, class 

assemblies and curriculum activities, we are also planning a sponsored sports day for parents 

to come along to, and even join in if you want to. We will continue to communicate these 

events via email, on our webpage and Facebook page, alongside our newsletter, so that you 

can easily find out more about what is happening in school.  

• We are linking with OPAL College to offer better playtimes.  

• We are investing in more books to add to our reading scheme. We understand that children 

like to read books of their choosing, but we also know they need to have books they can read 

and understand independently- this is where the real learning happens. We are working on 

improving the quality of books in each book band, so that children will find more pleasure, 

reading the books they can learn from.  



The kitchen have agreed to trial two options at lunchtime. This way children should have more choice 

over the meals they eat. We will send out more information once a menu is finalised.As a school we 

are always looking for ways we can improve and so if you are unhappy about something, please drop 

me an email. Likewise, we love to hear when we have done something well, so please email when you 

are happy too.  

Thank you to the 53 parents who took the time to complete the questionnaire.  

I will leave you with a lovely comment sent to me recently.  

Jackie Oldfield  - Head Teacher 

 

Parking 

 

We have had a request from a resident on Mill Crescent to inform our parents that it is a private road 

and therefore parents should not park on it.  

As a private road, any repairs needed to the road surface are the cost of the residents 

themselves.  Whilst writing, I would ask that you always park considerately around school and would 

remind you that the school car park is for staff only and should not be used by parents unless 

collecting a child from Millie's After School Club after 5pm.  



 

Some prescription medication now available directly through a pharmacist without 

the need for a doctor's appointment 

 

We all know how difficult it can be to get a doctor's appointment.  However, it has recently been 

announced that pharmacists can now prescribe medication for the following conditions as well as 

give you advice on a range of conditions and suggest medicines you can buy that can help. 

• sore throat  

• earache 

• sinusitis 

• impetigo 

• shingles 

• infected insect bites 



• uncomplicated urinary tract infections in women 

Patients can access the new service by walking straight into a chemist. They can also be referred by 

NHS 111, urgent treatment centres, emergency departments or their GP. Those who are not 

registered with a GP can still access the service. 

If one of the seven conditions is diagnosed, pharmacists can give medicines to patients rather than 

sending them back to their GP. Patients who need more specialist or follow-up care will be referred 

onwards. 

Pre-loved uniform for sale 

 

We have some pre-loved logo uniform for sale via ParentPay.  We will continue to put items on for 

sale as we receive donations.  If you wish to donate old uniform (logo and non-logo), please drop it 

off at the school office.  

Year 5 & 6 visit to The National Justice Museum: Thursday 21st March 2024 

 

In support of our topic for the summer term on ‘Crime & Punishment’, we have arranged a visit to the 

National Justice Museum in Nottingham. This visit is always a favourite and provides the children 



with the opportunity to visit a Victorian gaol (jail), courtroom and more modern police station and 

cells. This year, the children will have the opportunity to be Victorian CSI agents as well as learning 

about the history of the gaol and of Nottingham itself! 

The cost of the visit is £12.74 per child (payable via your child’s ParentPay account by 14th March 

please) and this includes return coach transport and entry to the museum, including three one-hour, 

guided activities. The visit will take place within our normal school day leaving at 9.15am and 

returning before 3.30pm.  The children will need to wear school uniform.   

The children will need to be provided with a drink (not fizzy or glass bottles please) and a packed 

lunch for the trip (please confirm whether you will send a home prepared or ordering one from 

school) one can be ordered from school – please select the relevant option on the Trip Permission 

Form). Please complete the Trip Permission Form, which was sent home this week, and return it to 

the school office by 7th March 2024.  

Many thanks 

Mr Hewlett, Miss Dibley and Mr Phillips 

Late Collection Policy 

 

We have recently reviewed our Late Collection Policy and I just wanted to share it with parents to 

make sure everyone is aware of our expectations and any charges which will apply if a child is 

collected from school late.   

The main thing to note is that if a child is not collected by 3.45pm, they will be taken to Millie’s After 

School Club and a charge will be made to the parent. 



You can read the policy by clicking this link. 

Useful information 

 

Click through the sheets below for information about: 

• Wraparound Care 

• PE Timetable 

• Free school meals and milk 

• Information Leaflet about Strep A 

• Academic Calendar 2022-23 (including inset days) 

• Link to school policies 

• ParentPay 

• Easyfundraising 

• Cost of Living Helpsheet 

• Minor Ailment Scheme - help with cost towards medication 

• Headlice - how to detect and treat 

• Inspiring Reading - Advice for Parents 

• Tax Free Childcare (help towards the cost of Breakfast Club and 30 hour lunchtime 

supervision fees) 

Just click on the symbol in the top left hand corner of the relevant sheet to find out more 

information on that subject. 

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/arnold-mill-primary-nursery-school/UploadedDocument/b26a15c1-16cb-4f4e-b692-d6dc3b6fd5f1/late-collection-policy-2023.pdf


 

Here are the PE slots for each class: 

F1 (am): Tuesday (please come in PE kit) 

F1 (pm): Friday (please come in PE kit) 

F2a: Wednesday (please come in PE kit) 

F2b: Wednesday (please come in PE kit) 

1A: Monday and Wednesday (please come in PE kit) 

1B: Monday and Wednesday (please come in PE kit) 

1C: Monday and Wednesday (please come in PE kit) 

2A: Monday and Thursday (please ensure you have PE kit in school) 

2B: Tuesday and Thursday (please ensure you have PE kit in school) 

2C: Monday and Thursday (please ensure you have PE kit in school) 



2D: Tuesday and Thursday (please ensure you have PE kit in school) 

2E: Tuesday and Friday (please ensure you have PE kit in school) 

2F: Tuesday and Thursday (please ensure you have PE kit in school) 

 



 

 

1 - Click here for information about free school meals and milk 

 

2 - Click for important information about Strep A 

https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/education/school-meals/free-school-meals-and-milk
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/arnold-mill-primary-nursery-school/UploadedDocument/43149301-8468-4d0e-a740-c1c88d3948a5/eya-strep-a-doc.pdf


 

 

3 - Click here to see school policies 

https://www.arnoldmillprimary.co.uk/policies/


 

4 - Click link to visit ParentPay 

 

5 - Click link to sign up to Easyfundraising 

https://app.parentpay.com/public/client/security/v2/#/logout?next=auth.login
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/


 

6 - Link to Cost of Living Factsheet 

 

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/arnold-mill-primary-nursery-school/UploadedDocument/6d97fa84-16bd-4065-8c2f-0e47bf8ab62b/parents_cost_of_living_factsheet_2022.pdf


 

7 - Link to Tax Free Childcare website 

 

8 - The School Essentials program give away uniform and other school items to local parents.  The new Essentials Cafe will 
be offering a free drink and light lunch as well as having uniform available for people who need things mid term. This is not 

a referral scheme and so is open for everyone to help with the cost of living and hoping to help ensure all children are 
equipped with all they need for school life. 

https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare


 

 

📧  office@arnoldmill.notts.sch.uk 

☎    0115 9667930 (option 1 to record a child's absence or option 4 to speak to a member of the 

admin team) 

🌐   https://www.arnoldmillprimary.co.uk 

💬  https://www.facebook.com/arnoldmillofficial 

mailto:office@arnoldmill.notts.sch.uk
https://www.arnoldmillprimary.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/arnoldmillofficial
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