
 

Arnold Mill Primary School 

22nd March 2024 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  



As we approach our last week of term, I would like to thank you for the support you have shown for 

our Opal College project. We are due to have 4 new sheds delivered after Easter, thanks to our 

JustGiving page and other fundraising events. These are vital to allow the children easy access to all 

the fabulous things you've been sending in. We can't wait to take the next step towards better 

lunchtimes.  

There is lots going on next week. Please check the poster below and the rest of the newsletter so you 

don't miss anything.  

Have a super weekend! 

Jackie Oldfield, Head Teacher 

 



Children's Work: 

 

 



 

 



 

 



Calendar 

 

March  

Mon 25th - Easter assembly given by vicar from St Paul's Church 

Tues 26th - Year 1 & 2 "Reading for Pleasure" Session 3.00-3.30pm (see letter) 

Weds 27th - F2 parents invited to do Easter crafts with children (invites are being sent home in the 

post) 

Weds 27th - KS2 Disco (see poster) 

Thurs 28th - Easter Competition - Parents invited to see Easter entries from 3pm. Refreshments and 

raffle will be in the library area (see poster).  

Fri 29th - Good Friday - School Closed 

Friday 29th March - Friday 12th April - Easter Holiday 

April 

Thurs 18th - Year 6 SATS Information Evening (Link to letter) (link to Standards Agency Doc) 

Tue 23rd -  Class 1B Assembly with parents (Link to letter) 

Wed 24th - Y5 DAaRT Graduation Assembly 9.10am (link to form) 

Tues  30th - PTA Meeting 9.00 - 10.00am 

May 

Mon 6th - May Day Bank Holiday - School Closed 

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/arnold-mill-primary-nursery-school/UploadedDocument/21805c5d-ab8e-4bbc-96de-0636c82e102f/ks1-reading-for-pleasure-with-parents-2023.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/arnold-mill-primary-nursery-school/UploadedDocument/70a4939e-24a5-4ae0-9390-8cf43d9509ef/ks2-disco-27th-march-2024.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/arnold-mill-primary-nursery-school/UploadedDocument/f2e5ab92-ab14-418e-b3af-cb5697c9d151/easter-comp-poster-2024.png
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/arnold-mill-primary-nursery-school/UploadedDocument/7c8e1236-c15e-4929-9f25-1706ad2e8c6c/year-6-sats-parents-meeting.2024-003.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/arnold-mill-primary-nursery-school/UploadedDocument/edfcc751-aec7-4fda-ab5b-d06ac7f50b9f/2024_information_for_parents_assessment_results_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/arnold-mill-primary-nursery-school/UploadedDocument/829b278e-d937-4e48-9088-446d71dc1c86/1b-assembly-23rd-april-february-2024.pdf
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=36XVUImrcE2KoHLka9QbWQhzxza7dQNIi_fNSjtsyEVUMlYzQUw0TFhXSzRPRDRBRVhIOFIzR0o4US4u


Thurs 9th - Fri 10th - Year 4 Residential visit to Rand Farm 

Mon 13th - Thurs 16th - Year 6 SATS Week 

Fri 24th - Year 1 & 2 Reading for Pleasure Session 9.00-9.30am (see letter) 

Monday 27th - Friday 31st May - Half Term 

June 

Weds 12th - Sponsored Sports Day - Parents Invited (more details to follow) 

Weds 19th - School photographer in school for class/group photos 

Tues 24th - Dogs Trust whole school assembly and workshops with 2a, 2b, 2c (more details to follow) 

July 

Thurs 4th-Fri 5th - Year 2 Robin Hood Camp (see letter) 

Tues 9th - Year 3/4 Egyptian Day (Details to follow) 

Fri 12th - Inset Day - School Closed (change of date) 

Tues 23rd - Year 1 & 2 Reading for Pleasure Session 3.00-3.30pm (see letter) 

Fri 26th - Last day of term 

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/arnold-mill-primary-nursery-school/UploadedDocument/21805c5d-ab8e-4bbc-96de-0636c82e102f/ks1-reading-for-pleasure-with-parents-2023.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/arnold-mill-primary-nursery-school/UploadedDocument/a7da6884-b656-4ec3-b6d6-9d773d4e655f/robin-hood-camping-trip-2024-deposit-request.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/arnold-mill-primary-nursery-school/UploadedDocument/21805c5d-ab8e-4bbc-96de-0636c82e102f/ks1-reading-for-pleasure-with-parents-2023.pdf


Calendar for 2024/25 Finalised (including inset days) 

 

Latest News 

 



Arnie's Breakfast Club - Price Increase 

 

The price of breakfast club will be increasing by 25p to £3.50 per session after Easter. The price of 

breakfast club has not risen since 2017, however our costs have increased significantly, meaning we 

now need to pass some of this on to parents. 

The cost of Millie's afterschool club will remain the same - £5.00 for stay and play session and £12.00 

for full session with light tea. Details of our wraparound care can be seen below. 

 



Easter Raffle 

 

Year 2 Robin Hood Camping Trip 

 



We held a parents’ meeting a little while ago regarding Robin Hood camp which was well 

attended.  The Powerpoint slides are available on your child’s Teams account if you weren’t able to 

make it to the parents’ meeting.   

The cost of the trip to Robin Hood Activity Centre on Thursday 4th and Friday 5th July is expected to 

be around £42.00.  The final amount will depend on the cost of the Centre as well as the number of 

children wanting to attend.   

Some parents have already made payments on ParentPay but if you haven’t, and you do want your 

child to attend, please pay a minimum of £10 by Wednesday 27th March to confirm a place.  You can 

then pay any remaining balance in whatever increments you wish, as long as the final balance is paid 

by Friday 21st June 2023.  We will confirm the final amount after 27th March, once we know the 

actual numbers attending. 

You will be sent a medical form nearer the time and when you return this to school you will receive an 

information booklet which includes a kit list.  

It would be fantastic if every child could attend this trip but if you are concerned for any reason about 

your child attending, please do not hesitate to speak to a member of staff.   

Yours sincerely,  

The Key Stage 1 Team 

Y5 DAaRT Graduation Assembly:  Wednesday 24th April 2024 at 9.10am 

 

Year 5 have now completed their 10-week DAaRT (previously known as DARE) programme. All of the 

staff are extremely proud of them and on Wednesday 24th April at 9.10am we will be having a 

DAaRT graduation where the children will showcase some of their learning and celebrate their 

achievements. Please arrive promptly for this so we can start on time. 

There are two guest tickets (in total) available for each year 5 child (booking essential), to book your 

seats please complete the electronic form (link to form)  by 23rd April 2024. 

We will not be issuing physical tickets as the booking form enables us to produce the guest list for us 

to check on the day.We would like to clarify the arrangements for the day as follows: 

https://forms.office.com/e/c54x07kXxn


On the day of the assembly, we will set out the number of seats requested via the electronic booking 

form.  

Doors open for guests at approx. 9.05am and the assembly is due to start at 9.10am  

Please note that the pedestrian gate on Bestwood Avenue is locked at 9.15am and will remain locked 

until 3.15pm.  

The main vehicular access gates leading to the staff car park generally remain closed during the day, 

if the vehicle gate happens to be open, please do not park in the car park as you risk being locked in 

(the gates will remain locked between 8.30 and 9.10am).  

A reminder that, in line with our Safeguarding Policy and Social Media Parental Agreement, there 

should be no phones out during the production. We will have staff members taking pictures and 

videos of children which we will then share via Teams. These should not be shared any further via 

social media platforms. Please indicate on the form if you wish your child not to appear on Teams 

photos/videos. 

Mr Phillips and the Year 5 Team 

KS2 School Disco: Wednesday 27th March 

You can sign your child up via ParentPay. Children should bring their disco clothes to school with them 

to change into.  



 

 

Class 1b Assembly – Tuesday 23rd April 2024 (booking essential)  

  

We would like to invite Class 1b parents/carers to join us for the above assembly.  

  

Due to health and safety reasons relating to the number of people in the Hall we have to limit the 

number of guests for the assembly to two per child.  To ensure that we set out the correct number of 

guest chairs on the day please complete/submit a booking form by midnight on Monday 22nd April 

via this link  1B Assembly form  

  

  

We will not be issuing physical tickets as the booking form enables us to produce the guest list. 

  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=36XVUImrcE2KoHLka9QbWQhzxza7dQNIi_fNSjtsyEVUNFlHRVY4UE03Q1NYOUJJWjBUUlNVTkpRTS4u


We would like to clarify the arrangements for the day as follows: 

  

• On the morning of the assembly we will set out the number of seats as requested via the 

electronic booking form.  

  

• Doors open for guests at approx. 9.05am and the assembly is due to start at 9.10am   

• Please note that the pedestrian gate on Bestwood Avenue is locked at 9.15am and will 

remained locked until 3.15pm.   

• The main vehicular access gates leading to the staff car park remain closed during the day, if 

the vehicle gate happens to be open please do not park in the car park as you risk being 

locked in (the gates will remain locked between 8.30 and 9.10am).  REMINDER - in line with 

our Safeguarding Policy and Social Media Parental Agreement, there should be no phones 

out during the assembly.   

Summer Fair: Friday 28th June 2024 

 



As the end of the school year approaches the PTA is beginning to plan and prepare for the annual 

Summer Fair, this year it will be held on Friday 28th June 2024 (3.40–5.30pm)  

We have lots planned, including: 

• Raffle and Tombolas   

• Games    

• Cream Teas    

• ‘Wine to Water’  

• Lucky Tubs? 

• ‘Spin to Win‘ 

We really want the Summer Fair to be a success and are seeking donations of: 

• small prizes suitable for tombola/lucky dip/lucky tubs  

• a raffle prize or two 

• chocolates (no nuts please) or wine for the tombola’s 

• soft toys 

• books 

• table clothes 

• bunting 

Keep an eye out for more information. 

Free entry, all welcome! – SAVE THE DATE 



Easter Competition 

 

Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) for Easter Holidays 

 

If you are entitled to free school meals, you are also entitled to take part in the Holiday Activities and 

Food scheme (HAF) for the Easter holidays. Please use link to Nottinghamshire County Council HAF 

page for more information.   

If you are unsure what your unique HAF code is, please email office@arnoldmill.notts.sch.uk and they 

will be able to assist. 

https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/education/holiday-activities-and-food
https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/education/holiday-activities-and-food


Year 6 SATS meeting with parents 18th April 2024 

 

We would like to invite you to attend a meeting about the Year 6 SATS on Thursday 18th April  at 

3.45pm in class 2F.  We will be covering:  

• The timetable for SATS week   

• Breakfast Club   

• How the tests will be administered  

• How the tests are assessed   

• Revision  

• How you can support at home  

There will also be an opportunity for you to ask any questions.  Please arrive via 2F’s outside door and 

a member of staff will be there to welcome you. It would be helpful if you could complete this form 

(click here for form) so we know how many  people to expect.  

This meeting is aimed at parents only so, we will have a member of staff to  help support with 

childcare for this meeting.  We will also record the meeting and make it available via the website if 

you cannot make it.  Please find more information about SATs week from the standards and testing 

agency (link to document).  

We hope to see you there. 

The Year 6 Team 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=36XVUImrcE2KoHLka9QbWQhzxza7dQNIi_fNSjtsyEVUMFVPUktSREhQRzdLSFQ0QTBNUTBXQ1U0Ty4u
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/arnold-mill-primary-nursery-school/UploadedDocument/edfcc751-aec7-4fda-ab5b-d06ac7f50b9f/2024_information_for_parents_assessment_results_at_the_end_of_key_stage_2.pdf


Sports News 

 

The girls had another football match this week. Willow farm showed their superiority in beating us 

but our spirits stayed high and we battled away. We put in some crunching challenges; played some 

great passing moves and even got our first goal of the season. Well done girls and we keep going 

towards a first win. 

Dinner Menus w/c 25th March 2024  

 



 

  

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Previously Published Articles 

Turn on the subtitles: A message from Jack Black 

 

Did you know that turning on the subtitles on your TV at home is the easiest way to get your child 

reading? Doing this can double the chance of your child becoming a good reader. Yes, it ’s really that 

simple.Please visit https://turnonthesubtitles.org/parents/ to see Hollywood legend Jack Black 

explain how you can turn screen time into reading time in 10 seconds. 

OPAL Programme: A Message from the Chair of Governors 

 

I wanted to write to you regarding the Outdoor Play and Learning (OPAL)  programme that has been 

launched this week. As Mrs Oldfield mentioned in her letter last week, playtimes are a huge part of  

primary school, and it is important that this time is beneficial for the children.  

As parents I think most of us look back fondly on our primary school playtimes, how  we used the 

skipping ropes not only for skipping but to create outlines of houses or  make shapes in the 

playground for dobby off ground – I think the modern-day name for this is ‘floor is lava’! - hula hoops 

weren’t just for hula hooping but for creating  hopscotch and the freshly cut grass was perfect for bug 

houses or pretend  campfires. Times have changed and technology has become so enticing and  

addictive that imaginative play has dwindled.   

As Chair of Governors part of my role is to look at the strategic vision of the school  and ensure that it 

benefits all of the children at Arnold Mill. The main aims of OPAL  are to improve wellbeing, improve 

behaviour and develop skills, all of these changes  align with the school’s strategic vision. Over the 

past couple of months, the school  has been working hard behind the scenes to bring OPAL to life. I 

https://edu18.sprintsend.co.uk/link.php?M=3181345&N=264&L=712&F=H


know at the  moment it might seem a little unusual when your children come home saying things  like 

‘‘we need to take in old pots and pans!’ but the saying ‘One person’s trash is  another person’s 

treasure’ feels very fitting when setting out on an OPAL adventure! So please consider the school 

before putting anything in the bin or doing a charity  shop run. If you haven’t already, please check 

out the Bingo Cards that have been  emailed out and put on the schools Facebook page.  

This week I went into school to watch the OPAL launch assembly. It was lovely to  see all of the 

children engaged and excited about their new playtimes. I hope you will  join me in being fully 

supportive of the introduction of OPAL at Arnold Mill. I am  looking forward to all of our children 

enjoying the outdoors and fulfilling their playtime  potential – whether that is making mud kitchens, 

building dens, learning to walk on  cable reels and much, much more.  

‘The imagination is the golden pathway to everywhere’ (Terence McKenna) and that  is where we 

want the children of Arnold Mill to go – wherever their imagination takes  them.  

Melanie Haslam - Chair of Governors 

Opal Launch 

 

As you may have heard we are teaming up with OPAL College to improve your children’s playtimes 

(link to letter which explains more). In order to do this, we need to gather some ‘bits and pieces’ to 

get our site mapped out for fun playtime experiences.  

We thought it would be fun if we did this by playing a huge, whole-school Bingo game. Each class will 

have a bingo board (see below). The aim is for every class to collect all the items as a team.  

The first class to collect an item from all four corners will get 10 mins extra play. The first class to get 

a full row of items will get 15 mins extra play. Then the first class to get a full board will be able to 

play outside for the whole of a Friday assembly.  

We hope you can help us! Second-hand goods are very welcome!  

Let’s Play Bingo! 

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/arnold-mill-primary-nursery-school/UploadedDocument/0f00ae9c-3384-43b9-b847-9b9908237ba9/introduction-to-opal-letter-march-2024.pdf


 

Parking 

 

We have had a request from a resident on Mill Crescent to inform our parents that it is a private road 

and therefore parents should not park on it.  

As a private road, any repairs needed to the road surface are the cost of the residents 

themselves.  Whilst writing, I would ask that you always park considerately around school and would 

remind you that the school car park is for staff only and should not be used by parents unless 

collecting a child from Millie's After School Club after 5pm.  



 

Pre-loved uniform for sale 

 

We have some pre-loved logo uniform for sale via ParentPay.  We will continue to put items on for 

sale as we receive donations.  If you wish to donate old uniform (logo and non-logo), please drop it 

off at the school office.  



Useful information 

 

Here are the PE slots for each class: 

F1 (am): Tuesday (please come in PE kit) 

F1 (pm): Friday (please come in PE kit) 

F2a: Wednesday (please come in PE kit) 

F2b: Wednesday (please come in PE kit) 

1A: Monday and Wednesday (please come in PE kit) 

1B: Monday and Wednesday (please come in PE kit) 

1C: Monday and Wednesday (please come in PE kit) 

2A: Monday and Thursday (please ensure you have PE kit in school) 

2B: Tuesday and Thursday (please ensure you have PE kit in school) 

2C: Monday and Thursday (please ensure you have PE kit in school) 

2D: Tuesday and Thursday (please ensure you have PE kit in school) 

2E: Tuesday and Friday (please ensure you have PE kit in school) 



2F: Tuesday and Thursday (please ensure you have PE kit in school) 

Click through the sheets below for information about: 

• Wraparound Care 

• PE Timetable 

• Free school meals and milk 

• Information Leaflet about Strep A 

• Academic Calendar 2022-23 (including inset days) 

• Link to school policies 

• ParentPay 

• Easyfundraising 

• Cost of Living Helpsheet 

• Minor Ailment Scheme - help with cost towards medication 

• Headlice - how to detect and treat 

• Inspiring Reading - Advice for Parents 

• Tax Free Childcare (help towards the cost of Breakfast Club and 30 hour lunchtime 

supervision fees) 

Just click on the symbol in the top left hand corner of the relevant sheet to find out more 

information on that subject. 



 

 



 

 

1 - Click here for information about free school meals and milk 

 

2 - Click for important information about Strep A 

https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/education/school-meals/free-school-meals-and-milk
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/arnold-mill-primary-nursery-school/UploadedDocument/43149301-8468-4d0e-a740-c1c88d3948a5/eya-strep-a-doc.pdf


 

 

3 - Click here to see school policies 

https://www.arnoldmillprimary.co.uk/policies/


 

4 - Click link to visit ParentPay 

 

5 - Click link to sign up to Easyfundraising 

https://app.parentpay.com/public/client/security/v2/#/logout?next=auth.login
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/


 

6 - Link to Cost of Living Factsheet 

 

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/arnold-mill-primary-nursery-school/UploadedDocument/6d97fa84-16bd-4065-8c2f-0e47bf8ab62b/parents_cost_of_living_factsheet_2022.pdf


 

7 - Link to Tax Free Childcare website 

 

 

📧  office@arnoldmill.notts.sch.uk 

https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare
mailto:office@arnoldmill.notts.sch.uk


☎    0115 9667930 (option 1 to record a child's absence or option 4 to speak to a member of the 

admin team) 

🌐   https://www.arnoldmillprimary.co.uk 

💬  https://www.facebook.com/arnoldmillofficial 

https://www.arnoldmillprimary.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/arnoldmillofficial
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