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Dear Parents/Carers 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION – PLEASE READ 

 

This is particularly relevant to parents of children in Reception, year 1 and year 2 who 

currently receive Universal Free School Meals, are eligible for benefits related Free 

School Meals but haven't yet applied (see below for eligibility criteria). Apply by 31st 

March 2025 to be guaranteed free meals to the end of primary school. 

 

Eligibility criteria: 

 

• Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than 

£7,400, as assessed by earning from up to three of your most recent assessment 

periods).  

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA) 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• The guarantee element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit (with no Working Tax Credit) with an annual gross income of no more 

than £16,190  

• Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for the four weeks after the person stops qualifying 

for Working Tax Credit) 

 

If you are in receipt of one or more of the above qualifying benefits, you should apply 

for Free School Meals and Milk before 31st March 2025. If you apply before this date, 

your eligibility will continue until the end of primary school. If you apply after this date, 

you will be rechecked on a regular basis and eligibility could end as a result.  

My child doesn’t want school meals/milk, should I still apply?: 

Yes, it is still worth applying, as the school receives valuable extra funding called Pupil 

Premium for each child who is eligible. This in turns benefits your child. They may also be 

entitled to other benefits, like free holiday clubs. 

Apply for Free School Meals & Milk using this link 

Yours faithfully 

  

 

Mrs Jackie Oldfield 

Head Teacher 

mailto:office@arnoldmill.notts.sch.uk
http://www.gov.uk/income-support
http://www.gov.uk/jobseekers-allowance
http://www.gov.uk/topic/benefits-credits/tax-credits
http://www.gov.uk/topic/benefits-credits/tax-credits
https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/education/school-meals/free-school-meals-and-milk


 

 

 

 


