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Arnside National CofE Primary School 

Whole School Progression of Vocabulary - Year A 

(Practical Knowledge)  

‘Let all that you do be done in Love’ Corinthians 1 

Year 
Group’s 

Focus Areas - Progression in Vocabulary 

1 & 2 

Drawing & Sketch Books Surface & Colour Working in Three Dimensions 

Explore & Draw: 
Explore, Collect, Re-See, Imagine, Curious,  
 
Present, Re-present, arrange, composition 
 
Photograph, Focus, Light, Shade, 
Colour, Pattern 
 
Observational Drawing, Close study, Draw 
slowly, Intention,  
 
Pressure, Line, Mark, Page 
 
Sense of Touch 
 
Wax resist, Graphite, Watercolour, Brusho, 
Pencil, 
 
Mark making, Line, Tone, Shape, 
 
Reflect, Present, Share, Discuss, Feedback 

Flora & Fauna: 
Flora, Fauna 
 
Line, Shape, Colour, tones, hues, tints 
 
Observe, Graphite, Handwriting Pen 
 
Oil Pastel, Graphite, Handwriting Pen 
 
Collage, Painted paper, cut, tear, arrange, 
play, composition, elements. 
 
Minibeast/Insect 
 
Author, Illustrator 
 
Present, Reflect, Share, Discuss 
 
Exploring Watercolour: 
Watercolour, Brush 
 
Wash, Wet on dry, Wet on wet, Mark making, 
Fluid 
 
Primary colours, secondary colours, Colour 
mixing 
 
Imagination, Imagine, Happy Accident, 
Explore, Discover, See, Develop  
 
Scale 
 
Reflect, Share, Discuss 
 

Making Birds: 
Lines, Shapes, Mark Making, Texture 
 
Soft pencil, Graphite, Handwriting Pen, 
Pastel, Oil Pastel, Coloured pencil 
 
Observation, Close study,  
 
Blending, Texture, Explore, Discover, 
Transform, Fold, Tear, Crumple, Collage 
 
Sculpture, Structure, Balance 
 
Texture, Personality, Character,  
 
Installation 
 
Flock 
 
Collaboration  
 
Present, Reflect, Share, Discuss 
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3, 4 & 5 

Gestural Drawings with Charcoal: 
Charcoal, Gestural, Loose, Expressive, 
Wrist, Elbow, Shoulder, Body. 
 
Mark Making, Sweeping, Fast, Slow, Gentle, 
Energetic.  
 
Chiaroscuro, Tone, Tonal Values, Dark, 
Light, Midtone, Squint. 
 
Hands, Handprints, Tools, Positive & 
Negative Shapes, Silhouette, 
 
Drama, Lighting, Shadow, Atmosphere, 
Narrative 
 
Body, Movement, Repetitive, Motion, Echo, 
Memory, Mark, Trace, Dance,  
 
Photograph, Film, Composition, Focus, 
Lighting 
Present, Share, Reflect, Respond, Feedback  
 

Telling Stories Through Drawing & 
Making: 
Sketchbooks, Brainstorm, Explore, 
Experiment, Test, Try Out 
Respond Response 
 
Line, Shape, Wash, Layer, Pen, Watercolour, 
Exaggerate, Gesture 
 
Sculpture, Armature, Structure, Cover, 
Modroc, Clay, Construct, Model, Character, 
Personality 
 
Present, Share, Reflect, Respond, Feedback, 
 
Photograph, Lighting, Composition, Focus, 
Intention, 
 

Exploring Still Life: 
Still Life, Genre, Traditional, Contemporary,  
 
Objects, Arrangements, Composition, 
Viewfinder, Lighting, Background, 
Foreground,  
 
Light, Dark, Tone, Shadow, Colour, Hue, Tint, 
 
Elements, Pattern, Texture, Colour, 
Relationship, Mark Making, Appearance, 2D, 
3D  
 
Present, Share, Reflect, Respond, Articulate, 
Feedback, Crit, Similarities, Differences, 
 

6 

2D Drawing to 3D Making: 
2D Drawing, 3D Object, Packaging, 

Negative space, Grid method, Scaling up, 

Net, Typography, Graphic Design, Collage, 

Structure, Balance  

 

Present, Share, Reflect, Respond, 

Articulate, Feedback, Crit, Similarities, 

Differences, 

Activism: 
Activism, Voice, Message, Community,  

 

Poster, Zine, Screen-printing,  

 
Present, Share, Reflect, Respond, Articulate, 
Feedback, Crit, Similarities, Differences, 
 

Take a Seat: 
Chair Design, Designer, Craftsperson, Maker,  

3D Doodle, Design through Making, Chair 

Design 

 
Expression, Personality, Character,  
 
Materials, Form, Function, 
 
Present, Share, Reflect, Respond, Articulate, 
Feedback, Crit, Similarities, Differences, 
 

 

 


