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Reading Spine – Core Books 

Academic Year KS1, KS2 (excluding Year 6) EYFS and Year 6 

2023-2024 Cycle 1 Cycle 1 

2024-2025 Cycle 2 Cycle 1 

2025-2026 Cycle 1 Cycle 1 

 

Cycle 1 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Hedgehog Class Handa’s Suprise 

 
 
Rama and Sita 

 
 
Dear Zoo 

 

The Nativity Traditional 
Tale 

 
The Night Before Christmas 

 
 
 What can I see in Autumn? 

 

Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears 

 
 
The Gruffalo 

 
 
What can I see in Winter? 

 

We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt 

 
 
The Tiger Who Came to 
Tea 

 
 
 
 
What can I see in Spring? 

 

Jasper’s Beanstalk 

 
 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar 

 
 
What did the tree see? 

 
 

Clean up! 

 
 
The Tale of Peter Rabbit 

 
 
What can I see in Summer? 
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Otter Class The Owl and the Pussycat 

 
 
 
Grandad’s Island 

 

Bear Snores on 

 
 
 
Under and over the Snow 

 

The Day the Crayons Quit 

 
 

I do not mind you 
Winter Wind 
(poem) 
 

Bird 
Identification 
Books 
(Various) 

George’s Marvellous 
Medicine 

 
 
Grandad Mandela  
 

 
 
 

The Golden Glow 

 
And if the Moon could Talk 

 
Seasons come, Seasons go - 
Tree 

 

Jack and the Beanstalk 

 
 
The Giraffe the Pelly and 
Me 

 

Butterfly Class The Wind and the Willows 
(abridged) 

 

Walk to Freedom 

 
 
 

The Butterfly Lion 

 
 
 

The Butterfly Lion 
(continued) 

 

Something told 
the Wild Geese 
(poem) 
 

The firework makers 
daughter 

 

Iron Man 

 

Swift Class The Wolves of Willoughby 
Chase  

 

A Christmas Carol by 
Charles Dickens 

 
 

Kensuke’s Kingdom  

 

Journey to the River Sea  

 

The Boy at the back of the 
Class  

 

Stig of the Dump  
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The Roman Wall 
Blues  
(poem) 

The River in 
March by Ted 
Hughes  
(poem) 

Old Possum’s 
Book of Practical 
Cats  
(poem) 

Osprey Class 
 
Jabberwocky (poem)  
TBC 
 
People Need People; 
Walking Back home; 
Good Hope; It would not 
be very Good (poems) 
TBC 
 
Hollow (poem) 
TBC 

The Highway Man  
(poem) 

 

 
The Listeners 
(poem) 
 

Eric 

 
 
The Island 

 

Percy Jackson and the 
Lightening Thief 

 
 
 

Greek Myths 
(various) 

Clockwork 

 

Holes 

 

The Ballard of 
London  
(poem) 
 
The Charge of the 
Light Brigade 
(poem) 
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Cycle 2 

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Otter Class The New Small Person 

 
 
Alan’s Big Scary Teeth 

 
 

The Three Little Wolves 
and the Big Bad Pig 

 
 
Winter Sleep 

 
 
 

The Book with No Pictures 

 
 
The Storm Whale 

 
 
Grandpa 

 

Fantastic Mr Fox 
 

 
 
 
Lost and Found 

 

The Lotus Seed 

 
 
Tale of Squirrel Nutkin 

 
 
The Colour Monster 

 

Ossiri and the Bala Mengro 

 
 
Grandma Bird 

 
 
Mad about Minibeasts 
(poems) 

 

Butterfly Class Diary of a Killer Cat 

 
 

The Wolf Story: What really 
happened to Little Red 
Riding hood 

 

The Legend of Captain 
Crow’s Teeth 

  
 

The Tin Forest 

 

Charlotte’s Web 

 

Oliver Twist 
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Topsy Turvy 
World  
(poem) 
 

Swift Class War Horse 

 

Varjak Paw 

 
 
In Flanders Fields 
(Poem) 

Street Child 

 
 
 

Malala’s Magic Pencil 

 
 
 

The Tyger (poem) 

The Secrets of the Sun King 

 
 

 

The Explorer 

  
 
I wandered lonely 
as a cloud (poem) 

 


