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Welcome...
to the autumn edition of SNIX NEWS,
a newsletter for children with special
educational needs or disabilities and
their families.

SPECIAL NEEDS INDEX

SNIX
Issue 75 - Autumn 2021
If you need further information or
details about any article in this or any
other issue of SNIX NEWS please
email:
LocalOffer.NCC@northnorthants.gov.uk
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer
SNIX NEWS is compiled by the
Local Offer Team.

News From IASS New Young People’s Advisory Group
On September 29th 2021,
IASS launched the ‘ IASS
Young People’s Advisory
Group’.
Billing Brook School, Isebrook
School, Pottersbury Lodge
School and Purple Oaks
School all sent representatives
who will work with the
Northamptonshire Information Advice and Support
Service (IASS). The group will be a formal group of
students acting as representatives for schools,
discussing education matters with leaders. It is our
hope that students will develop their confidence and
assertiveness, and have an opportunity to ‘be the
change’. It is our aim to come together every half term
and discuss any issues that the young people propose,
but also any issues that we might want to talk to the
young people about and hear what they have to say.
The first meeting was great fun, it was so lovely to see
the students mixing together outside of their school
groups, and growing in confidence to share their views.
We also had some fabulous cake made by The Beehive
and sweets from The Place to Bee (Sweet Bee).

One school said ‘both students really enjoyed the
meeting and came back to school telling everyone
about it, they are looking forward to the next one’.
Look out for the short video from one of the
representatives explaining what happened at the
meeting and giving some feedback, be sure to check
the IASS webpages and Facebook site.
Our next meeting is on the 1st of December. If you
would like your school to attend or are a professional
that has something that they would like to discuss with
our Advisory Group please get in touch with Eloise on
Eloise.heneghan@northnorthants.gov.uk
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For young people under 25 living with a disability.
Tuesdays 5.30pm - 7.00pm

Cost £2 per member £1 per sibling

Date

Sports Hall

Art & Craft

2 Nov

Rebound Therapy (Trampolining)
Bouncy Castle

Pastels

9 Nov

Football

Sloth Pom Poms

16 Nov

Dodgeball

Colour-in Gliders

23 Nov

Rebound Therapy (Trampolining)
Bouncy Castle

Masks

30 Nov

Basketball

Christmas art

7 Dec

Inflatable Madness
Rodeo Rudolph

Christmas art

YIP returns on 11th January 2022
Weekly activities; pool table, table tennis, giant lego, sensory activities
and the use of the gym for members over 11 years
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Medals, Mental Health Messages and
Many Memorable Moments From
Northamptonshire’s Paralympians
As the Paralympics in Tokyo closed it was clear
that the five athletes from Northamptonshire who
represented Great Britain made a lasting
impression on the Games in a number of ways.

In the pool Maisie Summers – Newton of
Northampton Swimming Club (NSC) won two
Gold medals on her Paralympics debut in the S6
200m Individual Medley and 100m Breaststroke.
In winning the Individual Medley event she also
broke the world record in the process. After
winning her first Gold medal, Maisie spoke about
how it felt to achieve her ambition and do so
alongside Ellie Simmonds who inspired her to
take up the sport having watched her compete at
the 2012 Paralympics:
“I’m absolutely speechless. Paralympic Gold is
what I’ve dreamt of since watching Ellie in
London, so to do it now, it definitely hasn’t sunk in
yet. It’s incredible, I’m so happy,” Maisie
Summers-Newton.

Ellie Robinson also of NSC finished 5th in the S6
50m Butterfly final which is a remarkable
achievement considering she’s been battling
chronic pain in her hip for years caused by
Perthes disease as she revealed in an interview
after the event. This created global attention and
Ellie sent a positive message for people around
the world facing any kind of challenge in their
lives saying:
“What threatens to weaken you will not conquer
you - you are in control”
Both William Perry and Zara Mullooly of NSC
made their Paralympic debuts in Tokyo with
impressive performances on the biggest stage
which will stand them in good stead for the
future. Zara finished 7th in the S10 50m and
100m Freestyle, but saved her best until last,
finishing 4th in the 400m Freestyle. William swam
personal best times in the S6 200m Individual
Medley and 100m Breaststroke. He was also a
member of the 4 X 50m Freestyle relay team
which finished 8th in the final. Speaking after his
last race, William was already looking forward to
the next Paralympics in Paris when he said:
"I’m going to do everything as hard as I can – and
you’re going to hear my name a lot more in Paris,
I can tell you that"

Sport
PAGES 4-5
Medals, Mental Health Messages and
Many Memorable Moments From
Northamptonshire’s Paralympians

Northamptonshire’s other Paralympic debutant in
Tokyo was wheelchair tennis player Dermot Bailey
who competed in the men’s singles. Dermot
unfortunately got beaten in the first round, but is
already looking to use this experience as a source of
motivation for the next Paralympics:

Covid situation. I really want to do this again and will

“It was disappointing to lose like this on my Paralympic
debut! However, I’ve really enjoyed the experience in
Tokyo despite it being a rather unusual atmosphere
playing in a magnificent stadium that holds 5,000
people, but with no spectators watching due to the

just get more active then please contact Graeme

use this to help motivate myself to qualify for Paris in
2024.”
If you’ve been inspired by watching the Tokyo
Paralympics and would like to take up any sport, or
Wilson from Northamptonshire Sport either by
emailing
Graeme.Wilson@northamptonshiresport.org, or
phoning him on 07766 991828.

Resources from
Photosymbols have been
used in this document.
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Wheelchair national
junior games
“The WheelPower National Junior

welcoming and friendly

healthy active life as a result of

Games will be returning in 2022

environment. The event will

taking part in this extraordinary

and we are now accepting a

combine taster sessions with

event.

register of interest from schools

coaching and competition in a

and parents. We can't wait to

range of different age groups.

welcome you back to Stoke

Paralympic stars Alfie Hewett, Ade

Mandeville Stadium next June.

Adepitan, David Weir and

WheelPower's National Junior
Games is an annual event held at
Stoke Mandeville Stadium, and
the Games are a great way for
children with a physical disability
to discover sport in a safe,

Baroness Tanni Grey-Thompson
took part in the National Junior
Games on their road to success
and thousands of children and
young people have achieved
sporting success and led a

The National Junior Games is
suitable for physically disabled
young people aged between 11
and 18. It is a residential sports
event where young people have
an opportunity to try a variety of
wheelchair sports including;
tennis, basketball, fencing,
Boccia, football, table tennis,
badminton, golf, rowing, laser
shooting, athletics, swimming,
archery and aerobics. The ethos
of the Games is to "Achieve your
Personal Best". Participants will
experience high quality coaching
from qualified coaches before
taking part in fun challenges, with
the aim being to achieve their
personal best throughout the
week.
We are currently asking teachers
and parents to register their
interest via our website
https://www.wheelpower.org.uk/
sport-events/national-juniorgames-2022 and we will then
contact them with an official entry
form. If you require further
information, email
sport@wheelpower.org.uk
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Wheelchair Fencing
Are you ready for something exciting, fast moving and competitive?
Touché Fencing Club offers you the chance to participate in the
Paralympic sport of wheelchair fencing. Come and have a go!
Address: Towcester Centre for Leisure, Milton Way, Towcester, Northamptonshire
NN12 6UW
Contact Baldip Sahota on 07470663122, or email baldip.sahota@yahoo.co.uk
Website: www.touchefencing.club Instagram: Touchefencing.club
Facebook: Touchefencingclub
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Sport4Fitness CIC
At Sport4Fitness CIC we have lots of exciting news to
share:
We are pleased to see our Sensory Garden completed,
and starting to be used by members over the summer.
This will be a work in progress over the next few years
as plants get established, but great fun for many in the
water fountain, grow-your-own area and sensory path
already.
Starting on Sunday, 31st October we will be delivering
our Multi Sports Clubs for over 16’s from 1:00 - 2:00pm
and under 16’s family sessions 2:30 to 3:30pm. These
sessions are for children with an additional need and
their siblings. These sessions will be fortnightly (31st
October, 14th November, 28th November and 12th
December). The booking links will be on our website
and Facebook group/page.
As of October we are offering yearly membership of
£15 per family. This gets you reduced fees at sessions
and priority notification about our future events.
Sport4Fitness can run your sport themed birthday party
for you! Prices start at £140 for a 2-hour party with one
qualified coach, for up to 20 children. These parties can
be held at Fernie Fields . We are pleased to be able to
offer onsite catering at Fernie Fields at an additional
cost.

Sport4Fitness CIC
Location: Fernie Fields,
Moulton, Northampton, NN3 7BD
Tel: 07491 306630
Email: info@sport4fitness-cic.co.uk
Website: www.sport4fitness-cic.co.uk
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BOOK YOUR
FREE TASTER
SESSION!
CARE SERVICES
Adult Day Provision at The Deco Theatre

l
l

Saturday Under 16 & Over 16 Performing Arts Sessions
l

Half Term + School/College Workshops

WE OFFER
l

An inclusive Performing
Arts Day Care Provision
providing person centred care

l

Specialist, Experienced and
Trained Support Sta昀

l

Educational and Work
Experience Programmes

l

Physical, Social and Emotional
Well-Being Development

email: mail@borntoperformcareservices.co.uk phone: 01604 372629
www.borntoperformdanceschool.co.uk
BorntoPerformDanceSchool

@borntoperform.danceschool
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Northampton and Lamport
Railway
The Northampton & Lamport Railway (NLR) is a steam
and diesel heritage railway in the heart of the
Northamptonshire countryside, located just five miles
north of Northampton town centre.
We are working to preserve and reinstate as much of
the old Northampton to Market Harborough railway line
as possible. Following the closure of the old railway line
by British Rail in August 1981, preservationists started
to reinstate the railway in 1984 and train services
resumed in 1996. We currently have a station at
Pitsford and Brampton, with services operating ‘out and
back’ over a 1.5-mile line.
The railway is run and operated purely by volunteers.
Some of those volunteers have been working tirelessly
for many years to complete our half-mile southern
extension to a new station at Boughton (next to The
Windhover pub), which we hope will open in late

12

2021/early 2022. Once that is complete, our ultimate
aim is to gradually extend north, as far as Lamport.
The railway is open to the public on Sundays between
April and October. We are also open on some
Saturdays and Bank Holidays for special events. In
addition, we run a popular ‘Santa Specials’ service on
the weekends leading up to Christmas, where children
can meet Santa, receive and present and ride on the
train. Full details of our operating days and events are
available on our website.
The railway runs parallel with the Brampton Valley Way,
a 14-mile linear park that follows the old line the whole
way from Northampton to Market Harborough.
Therefore, not only can you ride one of our trains along
part of the former line, but you can also take a leisurely
walk alongside the railway and watch the steam and
diesel engines in action.

www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/Service
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Northampton and Lamport
Railway
Facilities at the railway include:

CIO enjoy the following benefits:

•

Free on-site parking

•

•

Platform 3 Buffet – serving hot and cold drinks, ice
lollies, snacks and freshly prepared hot food

Privilege rate fares — Currently 50% off the
published fares (for the members themselves only). Note: Not available/valid for Special Events.

•

Souvenir Shop

•

•

Toilets – including a dedicated accessible toilet and
baby changing*
*please note there are no toilets on the train itself. A
ride on the train lasts approximately 30 minutes.

Copies of our in-house quarterly magazine, “Premier
Line”.

•

Member only special offers in the shop on the
platform.

•

The opportunity to become a Volunteer Working
Member, which includes further benefits.

This year we are pleased to offer our new, purposefullydesigned accessible wheelchair user’s compartment
within one of our restored BR Mk2 coaches. The
compartment features a hinged table to allow space for
ease of maneuvering. There is comfortable space for 1
wheelchair user and 2 companions/carers.
The wheelchair user’s compartment has been designed
to accommodate a ‘reference wheelchair’, in order to
ensure that enough room is provided for most
wheelchair users.
In addition, we have a new access ramp to assist lessabled visitors to board/disembark the train, the funds for
which have been provided by a very generous grant
from The Sudborough Foundation. The ramp not only
gives safe and easy access to the wheelchair user’s
compartment but can also assist anyone with reduced
mobility or a sensory impairment to access the rest of
the train. Our staff will always be on hand to assist with
using the ramp.
If you would like to book the accessible compartment,
please email us to arrange this at enquiries@nlr.org.uk

Membership
As mentioned above, the railway is run purely by
volunteers and is reliant on support and donations from
the public.
If you would like to support the NLR then a good way to
do this is by becoming a member of NLR CIO, which is
the charity that supports the railway. Members of the

Full information about memberships (including quick
and easy online membership application) is available
via our website at https://www.nlr.org.uk/memberships/
Membership prices: adults £20/year; family £30/year;
retired £15/year; joint retired £20/year; junior (under 16)
£10/year. Life memberships are also available.
Alternatively, you can make a donation (including Gift
Aid) to our current appeal via our website.

Contact us
Website: www.nlr.org.uk
Email: enquiries@nlr.org.uk
Facebook: @NLRailway
Twitter: @NLRailway
Instagram: @NLRailway
Northampton and Lamport Railway CIO
Pitsford and Brampton Station
Pitsford Road
Chapel Brampton
Northampton
NN6 8BA
Phone - 01604 820327 (Telephone manned only on
operating days – recorded message at other times)

Information
SummerPlayschem
es & Acti
vities
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer

www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/Service

14

Information
PAGES 14-15
A Message from Lorraine Flute,
Shooting Stars Participation Worker:
“Hi All,
My name is Lorraine Flute I am the Participation Officer for Shooting Stars.
Shooting Stars is a participation group for young people from Northamptonshire between
the ages of 13 to 25 years who have special educational needs or disabilities (SEND). They
meet monthly and are supported by Northamptonshire Children's Trust.
If you would like to have a voice, talk to the people that run your services, or learn new skills,
then come along to Shooting Stars. You’ll be working with like-minded young people that want to make a difference.
This is what some of the young people have to say about the group:
All meetings are currently being delivered by Zoom due to the COVID-19
pandemic.
If you would like to attend or would like further information, then please contact
me directly.”
Lorraine Flute
Shooting Stars Participation Worker
Telephone: 07515 189630
Email: lflute@nctrust.co.uk

Make friends.
KM

I liked being
the Chair.
TM

“Shooting Stars
is amazing. I like
representing.”
HW
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Editorial Note

Local Offer

The Local Offer reserves the right to
edit any submitted materials. The
articles printed and the views
expressed are not necessarily those of
North or West Northants Authority.
Items are correct to the best of our
knowledge, but we do not take any
responsibility for any errors in
information provided to us for inclusion.

If you have found something new in SNIX or the Local Offer,
please let the Local Offer team know.

Contact Details
Local Offer
telephone: 0300 126 1000 option 5
or email:
LocalOffer.NCC@northnorthants.gov.uk

or use our online forms on the
website:
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/localoffer

IASS (Information, Advice and
Support Service)
telephone: 01604 364772
email: contact@iassnorthants.co.uk
website: www.iassnorthants.co.uk

Do you go to a group and want to show off what you have done recently?
Do you need new members?
Please let us know and we will advertise for you on the Local Offer and in
the next SNIX. The Local Offer is being updated all the time, and we also
post out information on Twitter and Facebook.

Deadline Dates
Should you wish to advertise
your organisation, submit a
personal story or place an
article in the SNIX newsletter –
please note our deadlines.
Articles submitted should be in
a Word format as this will result
in a better finish from our
printers.
We are unable to take

Paid Adverts
Please note that in order to keep the
SNIX magazine produced, the Local
Authority is now having to charge
businesses to advertise in the SNIX
magazine. Therefore some of the
articles in the magazine may have been
paid for by the provider. Adverts will
continue to be relevant to the audience
of SNIX. Please note that the Local
Offer does not endorse or support
these services.
SNIX would welcome more
opportunities to generate an income to
keep the magazine free for families and
anyone wishing to take up an advert
with us, should get in touch by the
deadlines. Sponsorship would also be
considered.

responsibility for the quality if
NPFG
email: enquiries@npfg.co.uk
website: www.npfg.co.uk

submitted in another format.

SNIX NEWSLETTERS

Deadline for the Spring edition is

8 January 2022
Shooting Stars
telephone: 01604 368051
or 07515 189630

MKC Print Services

SSS (Specialist Support Service)
North Northamptonshire
(Kettering, Corby, Wellingborough,
East Northants)
SSS.NCC@northnorthants.gov.uk

Signed into a carbon capture
scheme in October 2013. This
enabled them to reduce the
overall spend on paper, and
plant native species of trees
(right here in the UK) through
Premier and the Woodland Trust.

West Northamptonshire
(Northampton, Daventry, South
Northants)
SSS.NCC@westnorthants.gov.uk

The woodland helps improve the
UK's environmental standards
and provides habitats for
local wildlife.
Telephone: 01908 252350

You can access recent issues
of SNIX News on our website:
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/snix
If you would prefer to receive SNIX by
email, please email your details to
LocalOffer.NCC@northnorthants.gov.uk
and we will add you to our
electronic mailing list.
If you no longer wish to receive SNIX,
please get in touch and we will remove
you from the mailing list.
Milton Keynes Council Print Services

