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Saturday 21st March 2020 
Dear Parents, 
 
It was with a heavy heart we closed the school yesterday afternoon, with no knowledge of when we will be 
able to re-open. It was, quite possibly, the worst day of my career and I’m not ashamed to say I shed a few 
tears. 
Thank you to the parents who have been so supportive during this challenging time. Your kind words and 
actions have kept the team going.  
On Wednesday, following the closure announcement from the government, I requested parents, who 
believed they were key workers, to contact me so we could begin the arrangements for childcare for the 
coming weeks. I was inundated with emails and it quickly became apparent we would not have the 
capacity to deal with such large numbers of children.  The decision was made to accept children of parents 
who were both key workers and single parents who are key workers, as well as our vulnerable children.  
To allow in excess of 100 children into the school would have been foolhardy and not comply with the clear 
government guidance: 
 
‘The government has asked parents to keep their children at home, wherever possible, and asked schools 
to remain open only for those children who absolutely need to attend. 
It is important to underline that schools, colleges and other educational establishments remain safe places 
for children. But the fewer children making the journey to school, and the fewer children in educational 
settings, the lower the risk that the virus can spread and infect vulnerable individuals in wider society. 
Schools are, therefore, being asked to continue to provide care for a limited number of children - children 
who are vulnerable and children whose parents are critical to the Covid-19 response and cannot be safely 
cared for at home.’ 
 
I feel very sorry for parents who are concerned they may lose their job and/or wages because of the 
situation they are faced with and the sense of responsibility I feel for you and the health and welfare of the 
staff and children at school weighs very heavy.  
I am hoping that we will be able to open in the Summer Term so our wonderful children in Reception are 
able to complete the vital foundation stage of their education. Equally I would love to think our amazing 
Ashby Ambassadors in Year Six can return so they can enjoy their special leavers assembly. Only time will 
tell. If we are unable to return until September, I have promised the Year Six children a party in the 
Autumn Term.  
 
I will be in contact with you all again very soon with details of meals available for our pupil premium 
children. 
 
In the meantime, I wish you all the very best during this difficult time.  
 
Jacqui Johnson. 


