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Introduction  

The School’s curriculum is broad, balanced, inclusive and relevant to all students. It promotes 

the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of our students and prepares 

them for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life. The curriculum 

conforms to the National Curriculum programme of study and all other statutory requirements 

at both Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4. 

Key Stage 3 Curriculum 

Students are taught in mixed attainment groupings in all subjects except maths so that all 

students can be challenged and prior attainment does not influence setting. This is especially 

important as, given our school context with a high percentage of disadvantaged students, 

we are keen that all students have the opportunity to achieve highly. Students’ progress is 

carefully monitored. 

Due to the hierarchical structure of a maths curriculum, students are set in maths across key 

stage 3 as we believe this approach will allow all students to maximise their progress.  

Subject allocations: 

  Year 7  Year 8  Year 9 
English 3 3 3 
Reading 1 1 0 
Maths 3 3 3 
Science 3 3 4 
French 2 2 2 
Geography 2 2 2 
History 2 2 2 
RE 1 1 1 
DT 2 2 2 
Music 1 1 1 
PE 2 2 2 
Computing 2 2 2 
PSHE 1 1 1 
 25 25 25 

 

Key Stage 4 curriculum 

Students make their option choices in Year 9 and begin their GCSE courses in year 10. Prior to 

this, students and their parents receive advice and guidance to ensure that their choices are 

informed and are appropriate for their future aspirations. All students study English language, 

English literature, maths and science (trilogy) as well as the non-examined subjects of PSHE 

(including RSHE) and Citizenship, Careers, PE and RE. In addition, they choose 3 options, one 

of which must be either geography, history, French or computer science ensuring that their 

curriculum remains broad, balanced and ambitious throughout key stage 4. Furthermore, all 

students have the opportunity to study triple science should they wish. 

 

 

 



 

Subject allocations: 

 Year 10  Year 11 
English Language & Literature 5 5 
Maths 4 4 
Science (trilogy) 5 5 
PSHE/ RE/ CEIAG 1 1 
PE 1 1 
option A 3 3 
option B 3 3 
option C 3 3 

 25 25 

 

Parents have the right to withdraw their child from wholly, or partly, from receiving RE lessons 

given in the school. If approached, the school will ensure that parents are made fully aware 

of the RE curriculum and that it is relevant to all students and respects their personal beliefs. 

They will also be given the opportunity to discuss the curriculum with staff so that they are able 

to make an informed decision.  

Artificial Intelligence (AI) 

We teach AI in our computing curriculum with a focus on using it responsibly. Students are 

made aware of the exam board regulations regarding plagiarism, and this extends to the 

inappropriate use of AI 

SEND: BUDI provision 2026-2027 

The acronym BUDI is used to describe Ashton’s provision for those students who do not access 

a mainstream curriculum. It consists up of two elements: BUD and I. 

BUD: The BUD class brings together three areas of SEND need and is referred to as BUD7, BUD8 

etc. depending on the year group. 

B = Bridge class – short-term provision for year 7 only. Students are identified through the year 

6 > year 7 transition process as needing focused academic support to accelerate the 

development of their foundational skills so they will be able to successfully access a 

mainstream curriculum. All Bridge students transition into mainstream classes for all subjects 

during HT4 which means they are in mainstream classes for the end of year exams which take 

place at the start of HT5. Bridge students access mainstream PE/ art and DT lessons throughout 

year 7 and are taught as a class for other lessons. 

U = (SLCN Unit) Inclusion base. Students accessing this provision have been given a place by 

the local authority; all students have an EHCP which states learning should be in small groups 

for at least part of their curriculum. Access to mainstream classes is encouraged but is 

dependent on the individual student and their need.  

D = Deaf support (SERF). Students accessing this provision have been given a place by the 

local authority. All students have an EHCP but whilst some are able to access a mainstream 

curriculum, others require more supportive and focused learning based on the development 

of foundational skills. These students are taught as part of the BUD class. 

I = The inclusion class contains mainstream students who are working significantly below KS3 

level. Many students are working at years 1-4 without a secure KS2 knowledge base. A 



different curriculum is therefore required for these students and is taught as a 3-year rolling 

curriculum adapted to stage not age. The development of foundational skills is an essential 

feature and students’ needs are met on an individual basis.  

 

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development  

Developing spiritual, moral, social and cultural wellbeing is a whole school responsibility. Staff 

ensure that curricular and extra-curricular activities are delivered within a strong moral and 

spiritual framework, allowing for social development to take place and providing diverse 

cultural experiences.  

 

Staff conduct their day-to-day business in an atmosphere which reflects sound moral and 

social principles and also demonstrates empathy and understanding for others. They model 

expected behaviour because they recognise that students learn how to behave by observing 

those around them. Strong links are forged with parents so that help and encouragement can 

be offered to help their child become a successful citizen. 

 

The spiritual development of pupils is shown by their:  

1. Ability to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their 

perspective on life and their interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and 

values 

2. Sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, others and the world 

around them 

3. Use of imagination and creativity in their learning 

4. Willingness to reflect on their experiences 

 

In school we: 

▪ offer opportunities within the curriculum, for example, visits to different places of worship 

and provide the opportunity to work with others from the community. 

▪ encourage students to be reflective about their own beliefs, whether they are religious or 

not, and to be knowledgeable about and respectful of, the faiths of other people. 

▪ offer the opportunity for KS4 RS students to experience different faiths 

 

The moral development of pupils is shown by their:  

1. Ability to recognise the difference between right and wrong and to readily apply this 

understanding in their own lives, recognise legal boundaries and, in so doing, respect the civil 

and criminal law of England 

2. Understanding of the consequences of their behaviour and actions 

3. Interest in investigating and offering reasoned views about moral and ethical issues and 

ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues. 

 

In school we: 

▪ promote the ‘Behaviour Code’ and ‘Classroom Expectations for learning’, through 

following The Ashton Way. 

▪ encourage students to accept the consequences for their individual behaviour. 

Restorative conversations promote self-reflection. 

 

The social development of pupils is shown by their:  

1. Use of a range of social skills in different contexts, for example working and socialising with 

other pupils, including those from different religious, ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds 



2. Willingness to participate in a variety of communities and social settings, including by 

volunteering, cooperating well with others and being able to resolve conflicts effectively 

3. Acceptance and engagement with the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule 

of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and 

beliefs; they develop and demonstrate skills and attitudes that will allow them to participate 

fully in and contribute positively to life in modern Britain. 

 

In school we: 

▪ offer extra-curricular opportunities: for example, visits to the theatre or other countries. 

▪ invite inspirational and motivational people from the community to talk to students in 

assemblies. 

▪ are involved in charity and community-linked work. 

▪ develop a sense of responsibility and ownership: for example, through Form Captains, 

Student Leaders and the Student Council. 

▪ Offer work experience opportunities to all our year 10 students in the local community 

The cultural development of pupils is shown by their:  

1. Understanding and appreciation of the wide range of cultural influences that have shaped 

their own heritage and those of others 

2. Understanding and appreciation of the range of different cultures within school and further 

afield as an essential element of their preparation for life in modern Britain 

3. Knowledge of Britain's democratic parliamentary system and its central role in shaping our 

history and values, and in continuing to develop Britain 

4. Willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical, sporting and cultural 

opportunities 

5. Interest in exploring, improving understanding of and showing respect for different faiths 

and cultural diversity and the extent to which they understand, accept, respect and 

celebrate diversity, as shown by their tolerance and attitudes towards different religious, 

ethnic and socio-economic groups in the local, national and global communities. 

 

In school we: 

▪ discuss cultural events through the programme of activities during form time. 

▪ celebrate ‘European Day of Languages’ and promote the importance of language 

learning and different cultures 

▪ pride ourselves on being an Ashton family. We understand that although we may wear the 

same uniform, we are all unique in our own way.  

▪ celebrate ‘Culture Day’ annually to celebrate the importance of the diversity of our school 

family. This offers an insight into the lives, backgrounds and personal experiences of our 

community allowing not only learning to take place, but respect and fascination to grow 

amongst all our school community. 
 

BRITISH VALUES 

We are committed to working closely and in harmony with our community and celebrating 

the diversity of the UK. We aim to prepare students for life in modern Britain and to ensure that 

our school ethos, curriculum and approaches to teaching and learning reflect and promote 

British values. We recognise that these values are not exclusive to being British and that they 

have come to be accepted throughout the democratic world as the method of creating an 

orderly society in which individual members can feel safe, valued and can contribute to for 

the good of themselves and others. We work alongside our local community and recognise 

the variety of religious beliefs within it. Students take part in local events and meet different 



members of the community to appreciate the valuable contributions they make.  All subject 

departments are aware of the importance of transmitting British values through their 

curriculum content.   

We take opportunities to: 

• acknowledge, celebrate and commemorate national events and anniversaries related 

to key events in Britain’s past   

• join in with international sporting events and find out more about the countries that host 

them  

• support a number of charities that are selected by the students and arrange fundraising 

events  

• invite members of the local community to our school events.  

 

We understand the role that our school has in helping prevent radicalisation and supporting 

our pupils in developing a world view, recognising Britain’s place within it. Our entire PSHE 

curriculum has also been mapped against the British Values Statement and outlines where 

each PSHE topic supports these values. This again demonstrates our commitment in ensuring 

that British Values are embedded within our school. 

 

The British Values Statement 

 

Democracy: 

• Encourage respect for democracy and support for participation in the democratic 

processes, including respect for the basis on which the law is made and applied in England. 

Many of our school routines are built upon the concept of democracy. All students have 

opportunity as an individual, as a member of a tutor group and within subject departments, 

to influence decision making and to have a voice. They understand that they must use this 

voice responsibly. Students are regularly consulted both formally and informally about how 

their school might be improved. They see the example that is set with staff working 

cooperatively with each other to make the school the best it can be. 

 

Rule of law:  

• Enable students to distinguish right from wrong and to respect the civil and criminal law of 

England  

• Encourage students to accept responsibility for their behaviour, show initiative, and to 

understand how they can contribute positively to the lives of those living and working in the 

locality of the school and to society more widely  

Students in our school understand the need for rules to make ours a happy and secure 

environment and they are taught to recognise the difference between right and wrong. Our 

behaviour policy is shared and understood, and this provides a basis on which we discuss 

other laws and rules and how they apply. Students know what it means to be a PROUD Ashton 

student and following ‘The Ashton Way’. Students are reminded of this throughout weekly 

assemblies. Ground rules are established in all areas of the curriculum and students are 

encouraged to see the reasons for them. 

 

Individual liberty:  

 • Enable students to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self confidence 

The rights of every student are at the centre of our ethos. However, students must also 

recognise the boundaries there must be too. Independent thinking and learning are 

encouraged and there are frequent opportunities for students to grow in maturity and 



independence as they move towards post 16. We place an emphasis on respecting 

difference and valuing creativity. 

 

Mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs and for those without 

faith:  

• Enable students to acquire a broad general knowledge of and respect for public institutions 

and services in England  

• Further tolerance and harmony between different cultural traditions by enabling students to 

acquire an appreciation for and respect for their own and other cultures 

• Encourage respect for other people  

Respect is one of our school values. We recognise the importance of not only respecting one 

another but also of self-respect. We have a clear anti-bullying policy which emphasises the 

importance of us creating an environment both within school and the wider world in which 

individuals can feel safe and valued. Our welcome for visitors is part of the school ethos as is 

the focus on each student as an ‘ambassador’ when they are out in the community. Every 

individual is respected in our school and our actions towards one another reflect this. 

 

We welcome difference and diversity and aim to create understanding of how this adds to 

the richness of our community. We aim to do more than ‘tolerate’ those with different faiths 

and beliefs. We recognise the extent to which our own traditions and history have developed 

side by side and the rich cultural heritage that different world religions bring. We believe that 

exploring and understanding other people’s faiths and beliefs are rewarding experiences and 

help us understand our own faiths and beliefs better. 

 

 


