
“A reader lives a 
thousand lives before 
he dies,” said Jojen. 
“The man who never 
reads lives only one.”

George R. R. Martin, A Dance 
With Dragons



Our children as readers:
● What Do We Want for Our Children?

To read for pleasure

To be able to 
choose what 

they would like 
to read for 
themselves

To read with 
understanding To read 

with 
expression

To be able 
to 

summarise 
what has 
been read

To have reasons for 
preferences in what 

they read



“Reading is an interactive, problem-solving 
process of making meaning from texts.” 

There can be few better ways to improve pupils chances 
in school, or beyond in the wider world than to enable 

them to become truly independent readers. 



Phonics and Word 
Recognition

The ability to 
recognise words 
presented in and 
out of context.

The ability to blend 
letter sounds 
(phonemes) 

together to read 
words.

Reading requires two skills

 Understanding

The ability to 
understand the 

meaning of the words 
and sentences in a 

text.

The ability to 
understand the ideas, 

information and 
themes in a text.

If a child understands 
what they hear, they 
will understand the 
same information 
when they read.



Reading in Year 3 and 4
 In Year 3 , children should be able to read books 

written at an age-appropriate interest level. 

 They should be able to read them accurately and at a 
speed that is sufficient for them to focus on 
understanding what they read rather than on decoding 
individual words. 

 They should be able to decode most new words outside 
their spoken vocabulary, making a good approximation 
to the word’s pronunciation.  They should develop 
their vocabulary and the breadth and depth of their 
reading, to become independent, fluent and 
enthusiastic readers who read widely and frequently. 



Reading in Year 3 and 4
 Children should develop their understanding and 

enjoyment of stories, poetry, plays and non-fiction, 
and learn to read silently. 

 They should also be developing their knowledge and 
skills in reading non-fiction about a wide range of 
subjects. 

 They should be able to justify their views about what 
they have read: with support at the start of year 3 and 
increasingly independently by the end of year 4.



Reading in Year 3 and 4
 Children are heard read regularly in Guided Reading and 

individual reading. 

 A variety of texts are shared with the children throughout 
the curriculum. 

 Reading scheme – staged: widened. Matched to their 
current reading level. 

 Books are changed regularly. 

 Children will be moved up when they are ready



Reading for Pleasure 

Ensure it is the G-story version that 

you download.

Available from Google Play Store

http://the2steves.net/
https://apkvision.com/games/sports/new-star-soccer-g-story-8131/


 We encourage children to 
read a range of texts and 
understand that children 
may find some of the texts 
in our reading scheme not 
to their taste.

 However, in order for 
teachers to be able to 
support children meet the 
National Curriculum 
expectations, we expect 
children to actively read 
texts from our reading 
scheme as well as their 
wider reading. 



National Curriculum in Year 3 
and 4 

Reading Curriculum is broken down into 8 assessable 
elements:

 Vocabulary

 Retrieval

 Inference

 Reorganisation

 Prediction

 Summary

 Language for effect

 Themes and Conventions



Vocabulary

 What does “screeched to a 
halt” tell you about how 
the woman?

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://i.ehow.com/images/GlobalPhoto/Articles/4799329/pile-of-books-main_Full.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ehow.com/how_4799329_child-love-reading-books.html&usg=__XhlYkL5yl6TZcZKGu0yO5_gnQ5c=&h=473&w=304&sz=31&hl=en&start=92&um=1&tbnid=MsItgzI7M9gfoM:&tbnh=129&tbnw=83&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dchild%2Breading%26ndsp%3D18%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-SearchBox%26rlz%3D1I7ACAW%26sa%3DN%26start%3D90%26um%3D1


Retrieval

 Where is this story set? 
How do you know?

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://i.ehow.com/images/GlobalPhoto/Articles/4799329/pile-of-books-main_Full.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ehow.com/how_4799329_child-love-reading-books.html&usg=__XhlYkL5yl6TZcZKGu0yO5_gnQ5c=&h=473&w=304&sz=31&hl=en&start=92&um=1&tbnid=MsItgzI7M9gfoM:&tbnh=129&tbnw=83&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dchild%2Breading%26ndsp%3D18%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-SearchBox%26rlz%3D1I7ACAW%26sa%3DN%26start%3D90%26um%3D1


Inference

 What do you think, “ a 
deep sense of impending 
dread filled the room,” 
means? 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://i.ehow.com/images/GlobalPhoto/Articles/4799329/pile-of-books-main_Full.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ehow.com/how_4799329_child-love-reading-books.html&usg=__XhlYkL5yl6TZcZKGu0yO5_gnQ5c=&h=473&w=304&sz=31&hl=en&start=92&um=1&tbnid=MsItgzI7M9gfoM:&tbnh=129&tbnw=83&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dchild%2Breading%26ndsp%3D18%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-SearchBox%26rlz%3D1I7ACAW%26sa%3DN%26start%3D90%26um%3D1


Prediction

 Can you think of another 
story with a similar 
theme? How do their 
plots differ?

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://i.ehow.com/images/GlobalPhoto/Articles/4799329/pile-of-books-main_Full.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ehow.com/how_4799329_child-love-reading-books.html&usg=__XhlYkL5yl6TZcZKGu0yO5_gnQ5c=&h=473&w=304&sz=31&hl=en&start=92&um=1&tbnid=MsItgzI7M9gfoM:&tbnh=129&tbnw=83&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dchild%2Breading%26ndsp%3D18%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-SearchBox%26rlz%3D1I7ACAW%26sa%3DN%26start%3D90%26um%3D1


Summarising

 What is the main point in 
this paragraph?

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://i.ehow.com/images/GlobalPhoto/Articles/4799329/pile-of-books-main_Full.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ehow.com/how_4799329_child-love-reading-books.html&usg=__XhlYkL5yl6TZcZKGu0yO5_gnQ5c=&h=473&w=304&sz=31&hl=en&start=92&um=1&tbnid=MsItgzI7M9gfoM:&tbnh=129&tbnw=83&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dchild%2Breading%26ndsp%3D18%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-SearchBox%26rlz%3D1I7ACAW%26sa%3DN%26start%3D90%26um%3D1


Language for Effect

 What does the word 
“Crackdown” tell you 
about the character? 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://i.ehow.com/images/GlobalPhoto/Articles/4799329/pile-of-books-main_Full.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ehow.com/how_4799329_child-love-reading-books.html&usg=__XhlYkL5yl6TZcZKGu0yO5_gnQ5c=&h=473&w=304&sz=31&hl=en&start=92&um=1&tbnid=MsItgzI7M9gfoM:&tbnh=129&tbnw=83&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dchild%2Breading%26ndsp%3D18%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-SearchBox%26rlz%3D1I7ACAW%26sa%3DN%26start%3D90%26um%3D1


Themes and Conventions

What type of character is 
Ms Crackdown?

How do you know? 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://i.ehow.com/images/GlobalPhoto/Articles/4799329/pile-of-books-main_Full.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ehow.com/how_4799329_child-love-reading-books.html&usg=__XhlYkL5yl6TZcZKGu0yO5_gnQ5c=&h=473&w=304&sz=31&hl=en&start=92&um=1&tbnid=MsItgzI7M9gfoM:&tbnh=129&tbnw=83&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dchild%2Breading%26ndsp%3D18%26hl%3Den%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*:IE-SearchBox%26rlz%3D1I7ACAW%26sa%3DN%26start%3D90%26um%3D1


How to support your child at home

 Set aside time for reading 

 Half time reading; half time discussing

 Positive – encourage your child and give them chance to 

correct themselves. 

 Make use of the library / E-books: Kindle Cloud Reader

 Use the reading diaries to communicate with us 

 MAKE IT ENJOYABLE





“A reader lives a 
thousand lives before 
he dies,” said Jojen. 
“The man who never 
reads lives only one.”

George R. R. Martin, A Dance 
With Dragons



Our children as readers:
● What Do We Want for Our Children?

To read for pleasure

To be able to 
choose what 

they would like 
to read for 
themselves

To read with 
understanding To read 

with 
expression

To be able 
to 

summarise 
what has 
been read

To have reasons for 
preferences in what 

they read



“Reading is an interactive, problem-solving 
process of making meaning from texts.” 

There can be few better ways to improve pupils chances 
in school, or beyond in the wider world than to enable 

them to become truly independent readers. 



Phonics and Word 
Recognition

The ability to 
recognise words 
presented in and 
out of context.

The ability to blend 
letter sounds 
(phonemes) 

together to read 
words.

Reading requires two skills

 Understanding

The ability to 
understand the 

meaning of the words 
and sentences in a 

text.

The ability to 
understand the ideas, 

information and 
themes in a text.

If a child understands 
what they hear, they 
will understand the 
same information 
when they read.



Reading in Year 5 and 6
 By the beginning of year 5, pupils should be able to 

read aloud a wider range of poetry and books with 
accuracy and at a reasonable speaking pace. They 
should be able to read most words effortlessly and to 
work out how to pronounce unfamiliar written words 
with increasing automaticity. 

 They should be able to prepare readings, with 
appropriate intonation to show their understanding, 
and should be able to summarise a familiar story. They 
should be reading widely and frequently, outside as 
well as in school, for pleasure and information. 



Reading in Year 5 and 6
Children should be able to understand what they read by: 

 checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding 
and exploring the meaning of words in context 

 drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 
from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence 

 predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 

 summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying 
key details that support the main ideas 

 identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning 

 discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, 
considering the impact on the reader 



Reading in Year 5 and 6
 Children are heard read regularly in Guided Reading. 

 Focus is on the comprehension of what they have read. 

 A variety of texts are shared with the children throughout 
the curriculum – children are encouraged to unpick the 
texts, focusing on vocabulary and authorial intent. 

 Reading scheme – staged: widened. Matched to their 
current reading level. 

 Books are changed regularly. 

 Children will be moved up when they are ready.



Reading for Pleasure 

Ensure it is the G-story version that 

you download.

Available from Google Play Store

http://the2steves.net/
https://apkvision.com/games/sports/new-star-soccer-g-story-8131/


 We encourage children to 
read a range of texts and 
understand that children 
may find some of the texts 
in our reading scheme not 
to their taste.

 However, in order for 
teachers to be able to 
support children meet the 
National Curriculum 
expectations, we expect 
children to actively read 
texts from our reading 
scheme as well as their 
wider reading. 



National Curriculum in Year 5 
and 6 



Vocabulary



Retrieval



Reorganisation



Language for Effect



Inference



Prediction



Developing children’s 
responses

As children move from 

Year 5 to Year 6, they 

need to focus on the 

structure of their 

responses. 

The children need to 

further explain what the 

evidence in the text 

suggest / shows / implies. 



Developing children’s 
responses: PEE

 Point: 

 I think that Rihanna is kind and thoughtful.

 Evidence:

 I know this because in her lyrics she says, “You can 
stand under my umbrella.”

 Explain:

 This tells me that she is the type of person who would 
invite you under her umbrella in a rainstorm. 



Skimming and scanning 



Figurative language 



Have a go! 

Explain what is suggested by the sentence, “No stone was left 

unturned.” 



How did you do?



What next?

 Set aside time for reading – encourage children to read both 

from and outside the reading scheme

 Half time reading; half time discussing

 Use bookmarks to support questioning 

 Use the reading diaries to communicate with us

 Examples of SAT papers and reading diaries are at the front 

for you to look at. 




