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1) Look at the front cover: make a prediction about the story by using the title and the images on the front of the book.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  (2 marks)
2) Read the blurb. What does Joe’s condition mean he can’t do?

____________________________________________________________________________ (1 mark)

3) Why do you think that this book is titled, ‘The Bubble Boy?’
______________________________________________________________________________  (1 mark)
4) How do you think Amir relates to this story?
_______________________________________________________________________________(1 mark)
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Answer questions in your home learning book
4) Why do you think visitors have to wear overalls? (1 mark)
5) Why do they, ‘look at each other and say nothing?’ (1 mark)
6) Find evidence that the narrator of the story doesn’t leave the room. (1 mark)
7)  List four different pieces of punctuation that are used in this extract. (1 mark)
8) Find and copy an adverbial phrase.
9) Why does the word, ‘nothing’s’ have an apostrophe?
10)  Improve, ‘the shop’ by expanding this noun phrase.
________________________________________________________ (1 mark)
(1 mark)
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[image: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/514vHI%2B8%2BEL._SX326_BO1,204,203,200_.jpg]1) Look at the front cover: make a prediction about the story by using the title and the images on the front of the book.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  (2 marks)
2) Read the blurb. What is Budi’s plan?

____________________________________________________________________________ (1 mark)

3) What could have happened to make Budi owe the dragon?
______________________________________________________________________________  (1 mark)
4) Why is the front cover effective when comparing it to the final line of the blurb?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	(2 marks)
















[image: ]Read the extract of chapter one, ‘It’s now or never.’
4) What does the word, ‘surges’ mean?
_____________________________________________________(1 mark)
5) Why has the author use italics for the first part of this chapter?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (1 mark)
6) Why does Budi have blood trickling down his leg?
_____________________________________________________ (1 mark)
7) What does, ‘the crumbling apartment blocks rise up like a stadium on every side’ suggest about where Budi and Uston are playing football?
____________________________________________________ (1 mark)
Grammar focus
8)  Find and highlight an example of parenthesis in the text.
9) Find and copy two verbs from the text.
_______________________________________________(1 mark)
10)  Improve, ‘the crowd’ by expanding this noun phrase.
__________________________________________________  (1 mark)
(1 mark)
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1) Look at the front cover: make a prediction about the story by using the title and the images on the front of the book.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  (2 marks)
2) Read the blurb. Clarify what a refugee is.

____________________________________________________________________________ (1 mark)
3) What impression do you get of the character Ahmet from the blurb?
______________________________________________________________________________  (1 mark)
4) What do you think the plan could be that they have come up with?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________(2 marks)














[image: ]Read the extract of chapter one, ‘The empty chair.’
4) What do you think the most exciting thing that could ever happen was?
________________________________________________________________(1 mark)
5) Why would the narrator get extra pocket money at the start of a brand new term?
________________________________________________________________ (1 mark)
6) What impression do you get of the character who is telling the story?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (2 marks)

Grammar focus
7)  Why has the author used a dash in the final part of the extract? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________(1 mark)
8) Find and copy a subordinate conjunction in the text.
_______________________________________________(1 mark)
9)  Find an adverb in the text.
__________________________________________________  (1 mark)
(1 mark)
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  (2 marks)
2) Why does Marinka struggle to make friends?

____________________________________________________________________________ (1 mark)
3) Clarify what Marinka’s grandmother does.
______________________________________________________________________________  (1 mark)
4) What does it mean to break free from someone’s footsteps?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________(1 marks)
















[image: ]Read the extract of chapter one, ‘Prologue.’
4) Explain what the narrator’s house does a few times a year.
________________________________________________________________(1 mark)
5) What is the same about where the house ends up?
________________________________________________________________ (1 mark)
6) Infer how the character might feel when their house moves again. Explain your answer.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (2 marks)
7) Find evidence that the narrator is desperate to have company. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________(2 marks)
Grammar focus
8)  Find and copy a modal verb in the text. ________________________________________ (1 mark)
9) Find and copy the word which is close in meaning to the word ‘bleak’. 
_______________________________________________(1 mark)
10)  Find an adverbial phrase in the text.
__________________________________________________  (1 mark)
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“I've got a tattoo. Guess what it is?”
“A giraffe?”
“On my ankle2”
“Okay, an elephant.”
Beth touches me on my arm.
“Come on, Joe,” she says. “You're not even trying.”
“Sorry. Show me it?”
She smiles then pulls up the right lcg of the overalls that
tors have to wear, even family.
“Last guess?”
“Spider-Man?”
“No. She laughs. “You can get that one when youte
older”
We look at each other and say nothing.
She used to say she was sorry. I used to tell her it was
okay, that it didn't matter. Now we just look at each other

all





image5.tmp
Budi's plan is simple. He's going to be a star. Budi's going to play for the greatest team on earth, instead
of sweating over each stitch he sews, each football boot he makes. But one unlucky ick brings Budi's
world crashing down. Now he owes the Dragon, the most dangerous man in Jakarta. Soon it isn't only
Buds dreams at stake, but his life. A story about dreaming big, about hope and heroes, and never
letting anything stand in your way.
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Winner of the BRANFORD BOASE AWARD.
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Two minutes left on the clock.

The crowd watch with their hands clasped on top of their heads.
Scarves hang loosely around their necks. Some of them puff their cheeks
out.

It’s now or never.

The ball is chipped in from midfield and finds him on the edge of the
box. He takes it down on his chest and sidesteps the incoming defender.
He pulls his foot back to take a shot but dummies instead, cutting inside
the next tackle.

The crowd rise to their feet as he surges into the box.

The defenders slide to fry and stop his shot, but his touch has taken the
ball beyond their reach. The goalkeeper steps forward, arms stretched
wide, eyes fixed on the ball. The crowd watch through their fingers.

Then he shoots.

The ball fires past the goalkeeper's fingertips. But for a split second — a
heartbeat - it looks as though it might go over the crossbar. The crowd
gasp. And then, as the ball hits the back of the net, they erupt.

Real Madrid are the new champions!
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I run off to celebrate and slide on my knees. The little stones on the ground
scrape against my skin, and as I get up I feel blood trickling down my leg. T
rattle the rusty corrugated fence so it sounds like thousands of fans
jumping and cheering in the stands. The crumbling apartment blocks rise
up like a stadium on every side, and I roar loud enough for even the deaf
old men on the fifth floor to hear. I put my fingers and thumbs together to
make the shape of a heart, and pound my chest where the Real Madrid
badge should be. The Indonesian wonder kid strikes again!

The heart shape is my trademark celebration. Whenever Uston scores
he crosses his chest and points to the sky, even though he’s supposed to be
Muslim. We keep telling him that Allah will be angry if he makes the sign of
the cross, but Uston says it doesn’t matter because he’s only pretending. T
still don’t think it's worth the risk.

Rochy comes over and puts his arm around my shoulders.

“What a goal, Budi! You left them for dead!”
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There used to be an empty chair at the back of my class, but now a new boy called Ahmet is sitting in it

He's nine years old (just lie me), but he's very strange. He never talks and never smiles and doesn' like
sweets - not even lemon sherbets, which are my favourite!

But then | learned the truth: Anmet really isn't very strange atall. He's a refugee who's run away from a
War. A real one. With bombs and fires and bullies that hurt people. And the more | find out about him, the
more | want to help.

That's where my best friends Josie, Michael and Tom come in. Because you see, together we've come
up with a plan.




image11.tmp
There used to be an empty chair at the back of my
classroom. It wasn’t a special chair. It was just empty
because there was no one sitting in it. But then, one day
just three weeks after school started, the most exciting
thing that could ever happen to anyone, happened to
me and my three best friends. And it all began with that
chair.

Usually, the best thing about starting a brand-new
term is that you get extra pocket money to buy new
stationery with. Every year, on the last Sunday of the
summer holidays, my mum takes me on an Extra-
Special Adventure to hunt down my stationery set for
the new school year. Sometimes I get so excited that my

feet feel jumpy inside and I don’t know which shop I
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want to go into first. There aren’t many nice stationery
shops where I live — they only ever have boring dinosaur
sets for boys or princess sets for girls. So Mum takes me
on the bus and train into the city where there are whole
streets of shops — even huge department stores that look

like tall blocks of flats from the outside.
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Marinka dreams of a normal life, where her house stays in one place long enough for her to make
friends. But her house has chicken legs and moves on without warning.

For Marinka's grandmother is Baba Yaga, who guides spirits between this world and the next. Marinka
longs to change her destiny and sets out to break free from her grandmother's footsteps, but her house
has other ideas.
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My house has chicken legs. Two or three times a year,
withour warning, it stands up in the middle of the night
and walks away from where we've been living. It might
walk a hundred miles or it might walk a thousand,
but where it lands is always the same. A lonely, bleak place
at che edge of civilization.

It nestles in dark forbidden woods, rattles on wind-
swept icy cundra, and hides in crumbling ruins at the far
edge of cities. At this moment, it’s perched on a rocky
ledge high in some barren mountains. We've been here
two weeks and I still haven't seen anyone living. Dead
people, I've seen plenty of those of course. They come to
visic Baba and she guides them through The Gare. But
the real, live, living people, they all stay in the town and
villages far below us.

Maybe if it was summer, a few of them would wander
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up here, to picnic and look at the view. They might smile
and say hello. Someone my own age mighe visic—maybe a
whole group of children. They might stop near the stream
and splash in the water to cool off. Perhaps they would
invice me to join them.

“How’s the fence coming?” Baba calls through the
open window, pulling me from my daydream.
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Amir is mad. He's crazy. But the hospital wouldn't et a crazy person in. They must have interviewed him
and checked his qualifications. But maybe he didn't even meet them? Maybe he hasn't even come from
India. He might have arrived on an alien spaceship and snuck in here in the micdle of the night

Eleven-year-old Joe can't remember a life outside of his hospital room, with its beeping machines and
view of London's rooftops. His condition means he's not allowed outside, not even for a moment, and his
few visitors risk bringing life-threatening germs inside his 'bubble’. But then someone new enters his
world and changes it for ever.
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then look away, pretending nothing’s happened.

She pulls down her sock and I look a the tatoo, which is
gray and red with a bit of bluc in the middlc.

“Looks like a smudge.”

“Iés a urde dove! ... And it itches” She scratches the
turle dove so hard thar I think it might come off. I shake
my head at my sister. Bech covers her tattoo and gets up,
and we stand side by side with the monitor beeping every
thirty scconds beside us. We look out at the big gray build-
ing opposite with the sun shining on its windows and all the
people inside sitcing ar their desks, staring ar their compurers.
Isce them come in and I see them leave, and during the nights
and over the weekends I see the empty seats and the lights on
dim until Monday morning when all the people come back
again.

‘The air conditioner clicks, pushes cold air around the
room, and makes me shiver. Beth asks me if 'm okay and
Inod.




