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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Leaders, staff and pupils all make Badsley Primary a warm and friendly place to 
learn. Pupils are happy and relaxed. They look out for each other. When children 
become upset, their friends often direct them towards a teacher. Staff are kind and 
reassuring. 
  
Pupils behave well. Adults and pupils expect everyone to have high standards of 
behaviour. Pupils told inspectors that, although uncommon, bullying does happen. 
Occasionally, there is some name-calling. However, pupils say that this sort of 
behaviour is unacceptable and that adults deal with any problems or concerns pupils 
have immediately. 
 
Pupils respect their teachers and the opinions of others in the class. This helps 
pupils to feel comfortable in lessons. They are encouraged to ask questions and 
have discussions. They are not put off when they do not know an answer. Adults 
work well together. They set a good example for pupils to follow. Pupils show good 
manners and are polite. 
 
Staff want the very best for all pupils. Pupils’ good behaviour and positive view of 
learning help them to concentrate and learn well.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
The new headteacher and deputy headteacher are a strong team. They are 
passionate about making sure that all pupils are learning well. Parents and carers 
told inspectors about this ‘amazing team’. Everyone is rightly proud of how well 
pupils behave and the strong progress they now make in their learning. 
 
Leaders know that turning pupils into lifelong readers is a priority. Leaders and staff 
know that this means they must teach pupils to read quickly and effectively. From 
early years to Year 6, books and print are everywhere. Staff are well trained in 
helping pupils learn to read. Staff teach phonics well. Teachers check pupils’ 
understanding to make sure that they do not fall behind. If they need help, it is 
given straight away. Comfortable reading areas are commonplace around school. 
Pupils talk enthusiastically about the books they have read and those that are read 
to them. 
 
Leaders carefully plan what pupils need to learn. They check that what pupils have 
learned before helps them with what they are going to learn next. In some subjects, 
teachers do this extremely well, such as in reading, mathematics, physical education 
and computing. For example, children in early years learn how to manipulate a 
mouse and move items around a computer screen. In key stage 1, they use this 
knowledge to help them create slide shows so that by key stage 2, pupils can use 
everything they have previously learned to help them with coding and debugging. 
Leaders know that in other subjects, such as history and science, the sequencing of 
learning is not as strong as this. It could be better. 
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Teachers check what pupils understand. If a pupil struggles to understand or cannot 
recall what they have learned before, teachers make sure that they get extra help 
straight away. Pupils say that this really helps them. However, some teachers are not 
always aware of what pupils have remembered from their previous learning. 
 
Staff aim high for what all pupils can achieve. Teachers plan lots of events and 
activities to make sure that pupils experience the world beyond their own 
community. Residential trips and fundraising events give pupils opportunities to 
consider how important their behaviour and actions are to others. Sensitive issues, 
such as transgender and knife crime, are dealt with in an age-appropriate way. 
 
For pupils with special educational needs and/or disability (SEND), extra help is 
specific to their individual needs. Leaders for SEND work with other professionals, 
such as occupational therapists, to make sure that support is right for each pupil. 
They also work closely with the teachers, pupils and parents to make sure that the 
support each pupil is receiving is helping them to achieve well. Parents commented 
during inspection about how the school has helped their child ‘reach their full 
potential’. They also commented on how well things were explained to them and 
how involved they felt. This good work makes sure that pupils with SEND achieve 
well. 
 
Leaders and governors know how important it is that all staff are well trained and 
feel valued. All staff receive very regular training. Staff comment on how happy they 
are at this school and how closely they all work as a team. Governors and the local 
authority have helped and supported the new leadership team extremely well.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.  
 
Pupils’ safety is taken seriously. All staff are well trained. They confidently talk about 
what they should do if they have any concerns. Parents’ comments, such as ‘If my 
child has a problem, which is very rare, I have no problem that it will be dealt with 
promptly’, are not uncommon. It is clear from talking to pupils that they feel the 
same way. Parents, pupils and staff do say that bullying happens, for example in the 
form of name-calling, but it is not common. On the odd occasion when words such 
as ‘gay’ are used offensively, adults make it clear that this is not acceptable and deal 
with it quickly. However, senior leaders do not pay enough attention to how often 
some derogatory words are being used.  
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 

 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 

 
 In some subjects, what pupils are learning is clearly linked to what they have 

learned before. For example, in mathematics, teachers emphasise the number 
facts pupils have learned previously when working out more complex calculations. 
This cumulative sequencing of learning is not as strong in other subjects. Leaders 
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know that learning needs to be broken down, step by step, in all subjects, so that 
pupils can build their knowledge and skills progressively. Further work is needed 
to ensure that this becomes the norm. 

 Teachers are continually checking what pupils know and understand. However, 
teachers need to establish clearly what pupils have remembered long term. This 
will help staff to make effective decisions about what pupils need to practise, 
reinforce or revisit in order to consolidate their learning. This is done well in some 
subjects, such as reading and mathematics, but not in many of the foundation 
subjects. 

 The use of derogatory language, such as the word ‘gay’ when used offensively, is 
not tolerated. However, when derogatory language is used, it needs to be 
recorded in more detail so that patterns and trends can be identified. This lack of 
rigorous monitoring means that pastoral staff cannot clearly identify what action 
needs to be taken. 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child's school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View 
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you're not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, 'disadvantaged pupils' refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 106833 

Local authority Rotherham 

Inspection number 10110552 

Type of school Primary 

School category Maintained 

Age range of pupils 4 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 592 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body June Williams 

Headteacher Mark Windle 

Website www.badsleyprimaryschool.co.uk/ 

Date of previous inspection May 2017 

 

Information about this school 
 
 Badsley Primary School is larger than the average-sized primary school. 

 It was previously inspected in May 2017, when it was judged to require 
improvement. The school subsequently received a monitoring visit in June 2018, 
when leaders were judged to be taking effective action to improve the school.  

 The headteacher and deputy headteacher took on their permanent roles in April 
2019. This followed a period when they were acting headteacher and deputy 
headteacher. 

 Since the previous inspection, a new senior leadership team has been established. 
The headteacher, deputy headteacher, two assistant headteachers, a pastoral lead 
and a school business manager now form the senior leadership team. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
 Inspectors met with the headteacher, deputy headteacher, teachers, pupils, 

teaching assistants, lunchtime supervisors and parents, during the inspection. The 
lead inspector also met with the chair and vice-chair of the governing body and 

http://www.badsleyprimaryschool.co.uk/
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with a representative of the local authority. 

 Inspectors considered in detail pupils’ learning in reading, mathematics, science 
and history. Inspectors spent time in lessons, looked at curriculum plans, spoke to 
pupils, looked at work in books and discussed these curriculum areas with leaders 
and teaching staff. Most of these activities took place alongside school leaders. 

 Inspectors considered a range of documentation relating to safeguarding. They 
spoke to a number of staff to gain a clear judgement on the culture of 
safeguarding in the school. 

 

Inspection team 

 

Jo Sharpe, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Matthew Knox Ofsted Inspector 

Peter Heaton Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children's services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 
child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 

or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 

 
© Crown copyright 2019 
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