THIS TREE SANCTUARY
WAS PLANTED IN THE YEAR OF THE CORONATION OF
KING GEORGE VI AND QUEEN ELIZABETH

IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE OLD BOYS

OF THIS SCHOOL WHO FELL IN THE
GREAT WAR 1914 - 1918
IT YWAS DEDICATED BY

THE REVEREND HUMPHREY BRETHERTON, M.A.

ON THE FIRST DAY OF MAY, 1937

NON SIB! SED ALIIS

Photo: Lancashire Daily Post.

THE BALSHAVIAN

(The official organ of Balshaw’s Grammar School, Leyland).
Editor —MN. Bateman. Sub-Editors:—O. Dickinson, Turner R. (Up.VI)

VOL. XIII.—No. 2. SUMMER TERM, 1937. PRICE 6d.

| EDITORIAL

Last term was an unusually short one, and to exasperated pupils, it seems scarcely
any time since the Editor’s well-known notebook last appeared in the most unexpected
places to claim a part of their valuable time.

In spite of its brevity the term was a very busy one, and this term is tf.lreateni-ng to be
just as exciting if we count Sports Day, Cricket, Tennis and, alas ! pubh'c examinations.
We hope it proves a successful one in every way. But of course, the most _thnlhng happenu?g
of all is the Coronation. By the time this magazine comes out that rr}ag‘mﬁcent ﬁmc.tmn will
be over ; already red, white and blue run riot in the streets, on buildings, on vehicles and
on passers-by. I do not know if any of our members are lucky enough to be going to London
to see the actual procession, but if they are, we entrust to them the,task of being 3111}33553:‘103
for the whole school. We wish Their Majesties, King George VI and Queen Elizabeth, a
long and successful reign.

—_——

SCHOOL NOTES

PREFECTS OF THE SCHOOL.

Boys. Head Prefect: Darnell P. W.
Prefect: Downie J. )
Sub-Prefects: Turner R. (U.VI), Iddon H. R., Turner R. (L.VI).

Girls. Head Prefect: G. Hutchings.
Prefect: J. Iddon. =
Sub-Prefects: M. Buck, J. Archibald, H. Garbutt, E. M. Wilkinson.

We had five most interesting lantern lectures in the School Hal] last term (:)nc was on
“provence and the Provengal,” by Dr. Moore ; one E)n “E\[ed'lcal a,r!xd E&ucn‘tmnal Work
Abroad,”’ by Miss Greenham ; and one on “Old English I'.urmture‘ h_\-‘lA). (x l.hsgcwc!‘},
Esq., ML.A. The other two were on “Hm\'~ an Aemp!une is made and Flies,” bv C, Old,
Esq., and on «“Roman Remains in Lancashire,” by Miss Hindshaw.
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This term, on Friday, April 16th, we had a most entertaining display of films, entitled
“The Road Leads On.”

The Sixth Form and Staff were entertained at a very enjoyable supper-dance by the
Sixth Form and Staff of Chorley Grammar School. A party from Rivington Grammar
School were also there, This is the third of these parties to be held.

The School Dramatic Society gave two excellent performances of Shakespeare’s
“Twelfth Night,” on Thursday and Saturday, March 4th and 6th.

A party from School went to a performance of J. M. Barrie’s “Quality Street” given
by Rivington Grammar School. They thoroughly enjoyed it.

A School Camp, on the east shore of Lake Derwentwater in the Lake District, has again
been arranged for the Whitsuntide holiday.

We extend our most sincere sympathies to Damp on the death of his father.

We congratulate Farington House on heading the Merit Order last term.

We also congratulate Farington House on winning both the Hockey Knock-out Cup

and the League Shield, the Steeplechase Cup and the House Championship Cup for
Athletics.

We congratulate Clayton House on winning the Rugby Knock-out Cup, Worden

House on winning the Rugby League Shield, and Cuerden House, who carried off the
Relay Cup.

Our best wishes go to all who won Shields on Sports Day, May 1st, especially to Joan
Shepherd and Dugdale who gained the Victrix and Victor Ludorum Cups, respectively.

On Sports Day, May 1lst, the Rev. H. Bretherton dedicated a tree sanctuary to the
memory of the Old Boys who fell in the Great War. Twenty-three trees have been planted
a8 a beautiful and lasting memorial.

The Head Boy (Darnell P.) and Head Girl (G. Hutchings) of the School have been
selected to attend the Empire Youth Rally at the Albert Hall and the Service of Youth in
Westminster Abbey on the 18th and 19th of May,
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i i f the following Schools :—

to acknowledge the receipt of the Magazines o .
Cho:lf; geg. Wigan G.S., Wellingborough G.S., Preston G.S., Preston Catholic College,
Preston Conv,ent, Hutton G.S., Blackpool G.S., Upholland G.S., Luton Modern School

and Ryde School, I. of Wight.

VALETE

D. Ball—Form L.VI. Cuerden House. Hockey Ist XI. Rounders 2nd IX. Tennis
League Team. School Certificate, 1936.

M. Deacon.—Form L.VI. Farington House. Hockey 1st XI. Rounders 2nd IX.
School Certificate, 1936.

G. Hodson.—Form IVb. Worden House. Hockey Ist XI. Rounders Ist IX. Tennis
1st VI.

E. Kenyon.—Form Vb. Cuerden House. Hockey and Rounders League Teams.

P. Moss.—Form IVa. Farington House.

A. Pickles.—Form Vb. Clayton House. Hockey, Rounders and Tennis League Teams.
U. Taylor.—Form Va. Farington House. Hockey 1st XI. Rounders League Team,

Bailey H.—Form U.VL Clayton House Captain. School Prefect. Rugby Ist XV.
Cricket 1st XI. School Relay Team. School Certificate, 1934.

Hatton A. J.—Form Vb. Worden House. Rugby League Team.

in. Rugby 1st XV Captain. Cricket
is S. A—Form U.VIL. Worden House Captain g .
1st xjiloggliﬁ Relay Team. Victor Ludorum Cup, 1936. School Prefect. School Certificate,
s 4 .
1933. Higher School Certificate, 1936.

Robinson W.—Form L.VI. Cuerden House Captain. School Sub-prefect. Rugby 1st
XV. Cricket 1st XL School Certificate, 1936.

Tomlinson J. R.—Form L.VI. Clayton House. School Sub-prefect. Rugby Ist XV.
o . .
Cricket 1st XI. School Certificate, 1936.

SALVETE.

To Worden House. To Fan'ngtoln House.
J. Webster. J. M. Pinder.
Waterhouse J.

Webster P. B.
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THE CORONATION

It is not our intention to give an exhaustive account of the Coronation Ceremony ;
we intend rather that this article should serve as an outline of the main aspects of the
Coronation together with some historic details of popular appeal.

The origins of the present day Coronation ceremonial are essentially medieval. Thus
if we have any desire to arrive at a true understanding of the ceremony, we must realise
the nature and needs of medieval kingship. Perhaps the most striking point about medieval
society is the fact that the secular is always in subordination to the spiritual. Later only in
theory, but in the early Middle Ages in actual practice, we find that the monarch is regarded
merely as the servant of the church, whose duty it was to rule the people in accordance
with the dictates of religion. This was reflected in the Coronation ceremony. The Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, as the English representative of the Pope, had the duty of investing
and ordaining the servant of the Church. Like a knight of the Holy Grail he must be
consecrated and bound to the service of religion. Today, although the reason for it has
gone, this ritual is still retained in the annointing, consecration and swearing-in by the
Archbishop of Canterbury.

It must also be understood that in medieval life the king was not a being set apart but
merely the most important of the nobles, the apex of the pyramid of feudalism. Though
the king’s position today is entirely different, the form of ceremony resulting from this
condition is still preserved. All the chief nobility must be present at the Coronation, in the
appropriate regalia where they officiate in their feudal capacity.

The full Coronation Ceremony originally took two days to complete and consisted
of three main items, the Procession, the Coronation Service and the Banquet, which latter
has now been dispensed with. The processional route in feudal times was from the Tower
of London (to which the intended monarch afterwards fled to guard against murder
by the hands of a usurper) to Westminster Hall. The King was always accompanied by
feudal allies, in order to impress the merchants of London and any one coveting the
throne, by his martial array. George VI will be attended by various military chiefs of staff
in full uniform as he drives in the florid and cumbersome State Coach drawn by eight
white Hanoverian ponies.

On Coronation morning a procession from Westminster Abbey, consisting of the
choirs, the Abbot or Dean and Prebendaries used to bring the regalia to Westminster Hall,
Here it was given out to the appropriate peers and peeresses and the procession turned to
re-enter the Abbey. First in the Procession were the king's Herbswomen strewing flowers,
followed in order by massed musical instruments, the peers and peeresses bearing the regalia
and the King under a canopy borne by the Barons of the Cinque Ports. J

As the King and Queen enter the Abbey on May 12th the people will stand as the
boys of Westminster School, exercising an ancient perogative, cry, “Vivat Rex Georgius |
Vivat I Vivat 1" The Litany and a sermon follow, but at the Coronation of George VI
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these are to be omitted. As the Primate anoints the King who sits under a canopy held by
four Knights of the Garter the choir will sing the “Veni Creator Spiritus.” This part of
the Coronation Service is reminiscent of the anointing of Jewish Chieftains over three
thousand years ago. Strangely enough the Golden Ampulla,in the shape of an eagle, and
the anointing spoon are the oldest items used in the Coronation Service.

The anointing with oil, though the most ancient part of the Service, is not the most
interesting ; the Investiture, which recalls feudal days, takes pride of place. After clothing
the king in the Colobium Lindonis, a white cambric garment, and the Supertunica, a loose
coat of cloth of gold, he will be invested with the Sword of Justice and the Spurs, the Primate
praying that the king “will faithfully serve our Lord Jesus Christ in this life by administering
law and justice to the weak and to the Holy Church of God.” The king is further invested
with other emblems such as the Orb and Sceptre before he is actually crowned.

When he is crowned, the King sits in King Edward’s chair, under which is the stone
of Scone reputed to be that stone on which Jacob rested his head when he dreamt of the
ladder reaching from Heaven to Earth. The King is crowned with the Crown of St. Edward ;
when the Primate places it on the King’s head the people cry “God save the King” and the
peers and Kings of Arms put on their coronets. A similar ceremonial is enacted when the

Queen is crowned.

As the King sits on his throne, his brothers, the Dukes of Gloucester and Kent, the
peers spiritual and the peers temporal, pass before him and take the oath.

All is not over yet; however ; the King and Queen partake of the Bread and Wine and
offer the traditional gift of an ingot of gold. After Communion the King disrobes in St.
Edward’s Chapel behind the High Altar and prepares for the return journey to Buckingham
Palace. He journeys through the streets once more, now wearing the Imperial State Crown.

. This procession had, in Medieval times an important part to play. It was a means
of exciting loyalty to the newly-crowned King—a vital necessity in the Middle Ages. It
was both an opportunity for the display of kingly power, a chance for the subjects to show
their allegiance, and an occasion for a display of the nation’s wealth. = Today, however,
the procession takes on a different character : it is a gesture to the people who flock in their
millions to see the Coronation of George VI.

M.E.B. (Cuerden) and J.D. (Farington) U.VI.

DEDICATION OF THE TREE SANCTUARY

On Sports Day, May 1st, Governors of the School, guests, present and old scholars,
watched the dedication by the Rev. H. Bretherton, of the tree sanctuary which has for some
time past been a centre of interest for the whole school.
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Mr. Oldland said that this sanctuary of twenty-three trees had been proposed at the
Old Boys’ Dinner, and was to be a lasting and beautiful memorial to the Old Boys who gave
their lives for their country in the Great War. An appeal for funds had been entirely success-
ful, and the gratifying result was clear to see. He was sure that the dead it honoured would
have chosen some such occasion as this for the dedication, when their younger brethren
at the school were happily enjoying themselves in feats of athletic prowess.

The Rev. H. Bretherton said that it gave him much joy to dedicate the Sanctuary
which would be a source of delight to the generations of scholars to come. - It was doubtless
true that those fallen heroes may be somewhat cynical that their memorial should be dedicated
at this time of world confusion, but he felt that, if they could again be called upon, they would
make the same unselfish sacrifice for their King and their country. He had no doubt at
all that we, their successors, would as freely give ourselves should the need arise.

He then read out the names of the Old Boys who had given their lives in the Great
War and dedicated to their memory this most lovely of memorials.

M.B., Form U.VI. (Cuerden).
-—o—

THE CORONATION

The Capital of England
Is becoming very gay,
And everyone’s combining
To make a joyful May.

The troops are now arriving
To line the Royal Route,

When Good King George is crowned
To sound of drum and flute.

So let us shout, “God bless Them,”
And may their reign be long ;

And let us join the thousands
Who'll into London throng.

F.T., Form IVa. (Clayton).

———

A Word of Advice to those about to Leave

One happy chapter of your life is certainly closing and you are leaving the only society
you have known. The endless advantages of that society given in the form of modern school
education are too numerous and well-known to discuss. But what you must not lose sight
of is the fact that the progress of the world has not advanced at the same rate, nor along
the same enlightened paths as the education of the young. Ignorance of this fact seems
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Malvolio: *‘My masters are you mad?" (Act Il. Sc. lll).
Malvolio Maria Sir Toby B
Sk r y Belch Clown Sir And
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apparently a stumbling block to the optimistic, self-assured youth who is released from the
protection and guidance of school into a shockingly unsympathetic world.

Here you will find yourself face to face with that painful process of growing up. You
were restless to leave school and show those grown-ups how the thing should be done.
Now is your chance. Once out in the world you have the opportunity of trying your own
wings, developing your own powers and truly finding out what sort of a fellow you are.
Make up your mind that your criticisms of yourself will be frank.

But whatever branch of wo.  you take up you will need to bring to it endless courage,
patience and power to adapt yourself to strange conditions. If, for instance, you seek a
University education, you are courting disaster if you think its worth can be found on the
surface without much solid work, work which counted at its lowest value, brings its reward
of satisfaction. You will argue that you worked at school. Yes, you did, but that was child’s
play compared with your present task. You are now grown up. Don’t condemn the University
because the Chancellor has not yet found out that you were a fine fellow at school. If you
are you'll be discovered. Universities have been known to produce some of the finest
Englishmen, and if you do not think so, look for the fault in yourself ; don’t condemn a
system. Adapt yourself to your new surroundings determinedly ; do not make yourself
miserable because you find things done differently. Your character will reveal itself by your
ability to appreciate the new and not to cast your mind back to the “nursery” for some-
thing easy and assured. Don’t judge those other fellows on short acquaintance. They may
know what aim they have in view, and it might benefit you to discover what that is. Inciden-
tally, you are bound to show your dislike and very soon receive the cold shoulder for your
unwarranted superiority.

Now comes the time when your introduction to culture at school should stand you in
good stead. An effort was made in every direction to give you a wider outlook on life at
school ; to show you a little of the outside world and familiarise you with the fact that you
should meet people and learn, not meet people and criticise ; that you are only one unit
in a vast community of people with whom you must live in harmony, and not above whom
you must stand head and shoulders. If you start a determined search for material evidence
of culture you will fail miserably. It is a quality which is the more illusive, the more it is
chased. But if you must define it, here you are: “It is enlightenment and discipline acquired
by mental and moral training.” Think that over.

And so if in the first six months of your life outside school you can see no evidence of a

“formidable jaw” or a “toothbrush moustache” don’t be dismayed.
AM.

—_——

“TWELFEH NIGHI

On March 4th and 6th the School Dramatic Society presented Shakespeare’s “Twelfth
Night” in the School Hall. This was the fifth annual dramatic production, and was quite

“up to standard. If anything, the first night’s performance went better than the second—a -
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most unusual thing. Whatever Mr. Hilditch’s productions may lack, they never lack gusto,
and the whole thing was very spirited. The acting was better than the speaking, but speech
training is obviously something which should be tackled outside the compass of the play
production itself. Indeed the acting carried the speech on its back, as it were, and even

those in the audience who were not familiar with the play could understand all its complicated
situations.

The leading roles were played by Olive Dickinson as Viola, Madeline Winter as Olivia,
and Turner as Orsino. Olive Dickinson was well suited to her part, and her delivery was
excellent, bringing out the beauty of her lines. Madeline Winter was good as the dignified
lady of quality, though the part did not provide such scope for her acting as that of Ftatateeta
in last year’s production. Turner played the love-sick duke with true dignity and passion,
and although he has had experience in similar parts, this was undoubtedly his best perform-
ance.

Bailey, as Malvolio, gave an outstanding performance, which was greatly appreciated
by all. In Bailey’s leaving school the Dramatic Society has lost a valued and talented member.

Sir Toby Belch and Sir Andrew Aguecheek were played by Downie and Whistlecroft,
who entered into the spirit of their parts with great enthusiasm. Whistlecroft was especially
good considering that this was the first big part he had attempted.

Amy Pickles, a newcomer to the society, gave a good performance as Maria, and Thistle-
thwaite was excellent as Feste, the clown.

Tomlinson was quite good as Sebastian, though it was unfortunate that he should bear
so little resemblance to Viola, and one fails to see how Olivia and Antonio (Robinson) were
so easily deceived !

Valentine and Curio, pages in attendance upon the duke, were played by Muriel Holding
and Kathleen Dallas ; and the lords attending upon the duke were Gladys Hutchings,
Gladys Hodson and Dorothy Gardner. The sailors were Turner and Dugdale, and Green-
halgh played the sea captain. Holden made an excellent priest, though on the first night he
was badly made-up—one hardly expects to see an old priest with the pink and white com-
plexion of a baby !

Great credit is due to Miss Whewell who designed the costumes and the scenery, and
to Miss Postlethwaite who helped in making the costumes ; to Mr. Bennison, Mr. Hewartson
and Mr. Fisher, who were responsible for the excellent stage construction and lighting
effects ; to Mr. Wilkinson, who assisted with the make-up ; to Mr. Downer, who assisted
in the production; and to Miss Rahill who was responsible for the musical items.

In the Dramatic Society Notes in the last issue of The Balshavian, Mr. Hilditch said
that by March 4th he hoped to produce a play “from the hesitant ditherings which make
up the first week of rehearsals”—Mr. Hilditch is to be congratulated on his success |

J.J., Form Vb. (Worden).
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Fabian
(R. Priestnall)

Sir Toby
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(C. Whistlecroft)
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FIELD MICE

How pleasantly their lives they pass
Amongst the stalks of meadow grass,
A flowery forest, cool and tall,

For velvet-coated people small.

Their nest they build upon a stem
(A tall and sturdy bough to them)
All softly lined with warmest down,
A nursery for their babies brown.

All winter, when the snow lies deep,
Safe in their tiny house they sleep ;
They heed not frost, nor wind, nor rain,
Till sunshine warms the world again.

J.A., Form IVa. (Farington).

OLD ENGLISH FURNITURE

On Friday, Feb. 26th, the Upper School heard Mr. Hopewell give an enthralling lecture
on Old English Furniture. For the majority of us, the pleasure of hearing a connoisseur
speaking simply and enthusiastically on a subject of historic and artistic value, is as keen
as it is rare.  Few lecturers are as fortunate as Mr. Hopewell in being able to impart their
specialised knowledge and a great part of their enthusiasm to an audience so devoid of even

an elementary knowledge of their particular branch of art or science.

Our lecturer’s first consideration was to classify the main periods in the development
of English Furniture according to the species of wood in vogue at that particular time.
In chronological order the periods are as follows : the Ages of Oak 1500-1630, Walnut
1630-1720, Mahogany 1720-1800, Satinwood 1800-25.

The furniture of the Oak Age was at first rough and ready with little decoration ; the
beauty of the finer pieces, however, consists in the dignity of simplicity, combined with
strength. Oak was used because it was near to hand, but during Elizabeth’s reign walnut
trees were planted in England which reached maturity at a singularly propitious time, the
Charles II had spent much of his time on the Continent, where walnut was
already a favourite medium. With him he brought several cabinet makers whose work was
copied throughout England by village craftsmen for the lord of the Manor. By 1720 a new
species of wood, serviceable and close-grained was being imported from America. It is
interesting to note that Sunderland Point was the first to import mahogany, and in con-
sequence the neighbouring town of Lancaster is particularly rich in mahogany panelling.

Restoration.
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