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FINEST ENGLISH AND SCOTCH FED 
BEEF, MUTTON AND LAMB. 
Also CANTERBURY LAMB. 
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Orders receive prompt and personal attention. 

Deliveries Daily. 
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BEEF and PORK SAUSAGE. BRAWN and DRIPPING 
All made on the Premises. A trial solicited. 
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CRICKET 1st XI, 1938. 

Back Row: Pickburn; Rosbotham, R. S.; Farrington, E.; Hull; Coulson; Eckton, R, 
Front Row: Bowling, J.; Richardson; Priestnall, R. H. (Capt.); Hilton; Sutton, H, 

Played 7, Won3, Drawn 1, Lost3, 

(The official organ of Balshaw's Grammar School, Leyland). 

Editor: 0. Dickinson. Sub-Editors: Hope, T. E.; M. Andrew, Martindale, D. 

VOL. XIV.-No. 3. AUTUMN TERM. PRICE 6d. 

EDITORIAL 
The Autumn Term always seems to us to be the most interesting of the year. It 

is a chance for a fresh start in our school careers ; we have the joy of feeling that we are 
embarking upon a new stage at least of our journey. However, the past is still with us and 
in this issue of The Balshavian we find accounts of happy summer holidays mingling with 
plans for House Parties and Winter Sports. The Magazine is not only a link between 
term and term ; it also serves to reflect every aspect of our School activities. It is indeed 
our "official organ." To keep up its standard and tradition requires much thought and 
labour, but above all the co-operation of the entire School is necessary in its production. 

Thus it has been gratifying to a new and enthusiastic Editorial Staff, that the School 
has responded so readily to the appeal for contributions. The long summer rest has given 
renewed vigour to all of us, and there has been an appropriate burst of energy in writing 
for the Magazine-in particular has the Muse of Poetry visited the Lower School. In one 
case the Editor was actually presented with a contribution at the first time of asking ! Let 
us hope that this is an omen which augurs well for the future. 

SCHOOL NOTES 
PREFECTS OF THE SCHOOL. 

Boys. Head Prefect: Turner R. 
Prefects: Priestnall .R. H., Rosbotham R. S. 
Sub-Prefects: Haworth F., Hope T. E., Pickburn R., Martindale D. 

Girls: Head Prefect: H. Garbutt. 
Prefects: 0. Dickinson, J. Shepherd. 
Sub-Prefects: C. Marshall, M. E. Ryding, A. Stansfield. 

This year our assembly was clouded by the news of the death of Miss Brindle, our 
Senior French Mistress. It is a very great loss to the School, a loss which is felt by each 
one of us, for Miss Brindle had endeared herself to everybody while she was with us. 
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We welcome back all our scholars and extend a hearty greeting to new pupils. 

This year we welcome Miss Robinson amongst us, and hope that she will be very 
happy while she is here. 

At Whitsuntide the School Camp was again held at Derwentwater. The party was 
in the charge of Mr. Fisher, who has written a most interesting account of the week's 
activities. 

Last term we had some very interesting lectures on various topics. There were three 
lectures on Road Safety, given by members of the Police Force ; a lantern lecture by Mrs. 
Glossop on "Aboriginals in India," on June lst ; and on June 17th, a lecture on "Careers," 
under the auspices of Manchester University, was given to senior pupils and parents. 

On Friday, May 20th, we had a most entertaining display of films, the chief feature 
of which was a description of the making and first run of the Coronation Scot. 

The senior boys, accompanied by Mr. Downer, paid a visit to Welch Whittle coal mine 
on May 18th. An account of this visit is included in the Magazine. 

We offer our congratulations to Cuerden House on winning the Silver Gryphon for 
Scholastic Merit, and the Cricket Knock-out Competition, and to Clayton, who won the 
Rounders and Tennis Knock-out Cups, and the Cricket and Rounders League Shields. 

Sports Colours last term were awarded to Joan Shepherd and Gladys Hutchings for 
Rounders, and to Gladys Hutchings for Tennis. 

We congratulate all those who were successful in last term's Public Examinations, in 
the Higher School Certificate examination:--J. Archibald, M. Bateman, O. Dickinson, H. 
Garbutt, J. Shepherd, E. M. Wilkinson, Eckton, G., Turner, Richard ; and in the Oxford 
School Certificate :--- Culshaw, Eckton, Heaton, Martindale, Meek, Mitchell, Moss, Pickburn, 
Richardson, Taylor, Thistlethwaite, Whistlecroft, Wilkinson, M. Andrew, M. Ball, E. 
Bamber, A. Briggs, W. Carr, E. Clarkson, J. Edmunds, A. Lee, H. Lord, L. Robinson, 
P. Sagar, A. Stansfield, B. Whitehead. 

Our congratulations are also due to Cyril Stringfellow, who has been awarded the 
Stanning Memorial Scholarship tenable at Manchester University. 
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Our good wishes go to all who have gone to Universities and Training Colleges :- 
M. Bateman (Newnham College, Cambridge), G. Hutchings (Homerton), J. Archibald 
(Goldsmiths'), E. M. Wilkinson (Whitelands), and Downie (New College, Oxford­ 
open exhibitioner). 

We were delighted to hear that Miss Spellman, who left us last Christmas, is Mayoress­ 
elect of Redcar. Her father, Alderman R. Spellman is to be Mayor-we wish them a happy 
and successful term of office. 

This term the Library has been extended and re-organised ; the Reference, Fiction 
and Junior Libraries have been brought under the same supervision. Mr. Downer is res­ 
ponsible for the changes. 

Mr. Fisher and N. Ryding are to be congratulated on defeating Mr. Downer and 
Priestnall in the final of the Staff and Sixth Form's Tennis Tournament. 

Our good wishes go to Christopher Briggs, Head Prefect of the School in 1933, who 
has left for Southern Nigeria to take up a position with the United Africa Co. Ltd. 

This season the Dramatic Society will present on March 3rd and 4th, 1939, that well­ 
known Elizabethan play "The Knight of the Burning Pestle," by Beaumont and Fletcher. 
This will probably be preceded by a short one-act play. 

The School was delighted to hear that during the Summer Holidays, Mr. Parry, the 
boys' Gymnastic Instructor was married. We send our very best wishes to Mr. and Mrs. 
Parry ; in future it will be a pleasure to see Mrs. Parry at School functions. 

During the past term we were pleased to welcome to the School the following visitors 
from alroad : Miss Elizabeth Marshall, of Alinska Skolan, Stockholm, and Mdlle. Janine 
Vachon, of College Albert, Honfleur, France. 

We acknowledge with thanks the receipt of Magazines from the following Schools:­ 
Ryde School, Blackpool Grammar School, Fleetwood G.S., Wigan G.S., Ashton-in­ 
Makerfield G.S., St. Dunstan's College, Houghton G.S., Wellingborough G.S., Chorley 
G.S., Haberdashers' Aske's School, and the Park School, Preston. 
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To Cuerden House: 

M. Sutton. 
K. Prescott. 
J. Savory. 
B. Savory. 
B. Silcock. 
E. Singleton. 
I. Thornley. 
L. Wrennall. 
I. Greenhalgh. 
0. Hargreaves. 

Marsden, G. 
Neale, J. 
Marsh, A. 

Autumn Term, 1938, 
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To Clayton House: 

A. Dixon. 
E. J Johnston. 
E. G. Johnston. 
E. Hanson. 
D. Hurst. 
M. Hutchings. ~ 
M. Iredale. 
B. Littler. 
B. Metcalfe. 
D. McKittrick. 
D. Clarke. 
D. Cowell. 
M. Garnett. 

Meadows, G. 
Marginson, L. 
Findlay, R. E. 
Booth, D. 
Tullock, R. 
Johnston, F. G. 

To Farington House: 

A. Deacon. 
D. M. Sowerbutts. 
D. Tomlinson. 
K. Wood. 
A. Farrington. 
J. Yates. 
R. Senior. 
D. Walmsley. 
J. Hughes. 

Griffiths, R. 
Standidge, F. 
Evans, A. 
Femeley, J. A. 

SALVE TE 

To Worden House: 

A. Newsham. 
J. Watson. 
J. Brinnand. 
H. Walmsley. 
J. Tipping. 
J. Kennedy. 

Scott, L. 
Graham, G. B. 
Catterall, J. R. 
Sweetmore, D. 
Singleton, K. 
Salisbury, E. 

VALETE 

G. E. Hutchings.--Form Upper VI. Head Prefect. Clayton House Captain. Hockey 
XI and Tennis VI Captain. Rounders 1st IX. Oxford School Certificate 1935. Higher 
School Certificate 1937. 
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J- Archibald.-Form Upper VI. Prefect. Cuerde» House Captain. Hockey League 
Team- Oxford School Certificate 1935. Higher Schoo] Certificate 1937 and 1938. 

E. M. Wilkinson. -Form Upper VI. Prefect. Farington House Captain. Hockey, 
Rounders and Tennis Leagues. Games Secretary. Oxford School Certificate 1936. Higher 
School Certificate 1938. 

IM. Bateman.--Form Upper VI. Sub-Prefect. Cuerden House. Editor of "The 
Balsh.avian." Oxford School Certificate 1935. Higher School Certificate 1938. 

IM. Ball.- Form Vb. Cuerden House. Hockey and Rounders Leagues. Oxford School 
Certificate 1938. 

E. Bamber.-Form Vb. Cuerden House. Rounders and Hockey Leagues. Oxford 
School Certificate 1938. 

IM. Berry.-Form IVb. Clayton House. Hockey, Rounders and Tennis Leagues. 

:J. Church.-Form Vb. Farington House. Hockey Leagues. 

E. Clarkson.--Form Va. Farington House. Hockey 1st XI. Rounders and Tennis 
Leagues. Oxford School Certificate, 1938. 

K.. Dallas.-Form Va. Farington House. Hockey 1st XI. Rounders 1st IX. Tennis 
1st VI. 

E. Davies.--Form Vb. Clayton House. Hockey Leagues. 
:J. Edmunds.-Form Vb. Clayton House. Hockey 1st XI. Rounders 1st IX. Tennis 

1st VI. Oxford School Certificate, 1938. 

E. Kendall.--Form Vb. Farington House. Hockey 1st XI. Tennis 1st VI. Rounders 
2nd IX. 

H. Lord.-Form Vb. Worden House. Hockey 1st XI. Rounders and Tennis Leagues. 
Oxford School Certificate, 1938. 

E. Maclachlan.-Form Va. Clayton House. Hockey, Rounders and Tennis Leagues. 

IM. Miller.--Form Vb. Farington House. Hockey 2nd XI. Rounders 2nd IX. Tennis 
Leagues. 

E. Morris.--Form Vb. Clayton House. Hockey, Rounders and Tennis Leagues. 

M. Parkinson.---Form Va. Cuerden House. Hockey, Rounders and Tennis Leagues. 

L. Robinson.--Form Va. Clayton House. Oxford School Certificate, 1938. 

IM. Webster.--Form Va. Clayton House. Hockey League Team. 

IM. Gregson.--Form IVb. Clayton House. 

O. Higginson.--Form IVb. Worden House. Hockey League Team. 
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J. Gibbon,-Form lib. Clayton. Hockey League Team. 

D. Tomlinson.-Form IIb. Cuerden House. 

Downie, ].-Form Upper VI. Head Prefect. Farington House Captain. Cricket 
1st XI. Rugby and Cross Country Running Captain. Secretary of Literary, Musical and 
Debating Society. Oxford School Certificate, 1934. Higher School Certificate, 1936 and 
1937. Open Exhibitioner-New College, Oxford 1938. 

Turner, Ronald.-Form Upper VI. Prefect. Clayton House Captain. Sub-Editor of 
"The Balshavian." Rugby 1st XV. School Certificate 1935. 

Eckton, G.-Form Upper VI. Worden House. Cricket and Rugby Leagues. School 
Certificate, 1936. Higher School Certificate, 1938. 

Church, C. A.-- Form Lower VI. Worden House. Rugby 1st XV. Cross-Country 
Team. School Certificate, 1937. 

Heaton, W.-Form Va. Farington House. Rugby and Cricket Leagues. School 
Certificate, 1938. 

Meek, ].-Form Vb. Farington House. Rugby and Cricket Leagues. School Certificate, 
1938. 

Richardson, K.-Form V, Cuerden House. Cricket XI. School Certificate, 1938. 

Culshaw, R.-Form Vb. Worden House. Rugby and Cricket Leagues. School Certifi­ 
cate, 1938. 

Winter, J.-Form Vb. Clayton House. 

Moss, ').--Form Va. Clayton House. Rugby and Cricket Leagues. School Certificate, 
1938. 

Hilton, J.-Form Vb. Cuerden House. Cricket 1st XI. 

Goater, ').--Form Vb. Worden House. Rugby and Cricket Leagues. 

Miller, }.- Form IVb. Clayton House. 

Harrison, R.-Form Illb. Clayton House. Rugby and Cricket Leagues. 

Evans, R.- Form IIb. Worden House. 

Lucas, G.--Form Ila. Farington House. 

Waterhouse, }.-Form IIb. Clayton House. Rugby League Team. 

Woods, K.--Form IIb. Worden House. 

Callow, D.--Form IVb. Clayton House. 

114 



THIE BALSHAVIAN Autumn Term, 1938. so»sos»»ooee» 

MISS BRINDLE 

MISS BRINDLE. 

The school was shocked and deeply grieved to hear of the death of Miss Brindle at the 
end of the summer holiday. 

Very few people knew that she was ill or felt ill except hel relatives and closest associates. 
She would never give in, and only reluctantly and rarely confessed to any feeling of uneasiness 
or pa11, 

She died in Chorley Hospital on September '7th, after an operation. 

Miss Brindle was a pupil at Chorley Secondary School where she obtained a Scholarship 
to Manchester University in 1914. She took there a First Class Honours Degree in Modern 
Languages and after teaching for a time at Colne Secondary School she came to Leyland in 
1918. Twenty years' unbroken service brought her into contact with many generations of 
children and there will be many old students who share the deep sorrow of the school in 
her death. 

It is not difficult to recall Miss Brindle's outstanding qualitie~ : her gentleness, her 
calm encounter of the difficulties of life as they arose and her efficiency .:ven in the smallest 
of matters. She was a gentle woman : tolerant in her judgments and kind in her dealings. 
She was quite firm in her opinions but never obtruded them. Any argument on matters of 
fact was usually terminated in the Staff room by an appeal to Miss Brindle, whose memory 
for facts and people was prodigious. To her colleagues who came to know her well, her 
presence brought repose, for no hasty word ever passed her lips. Her reliability and thorough­ 
ness were appreciated by staff and pupils alike. We on the Staff and the school, especially 
the Senior Girls and Boys, feel her loss keenly. 

The Headmaster, Staff and Pupils send their deepest sympathy to her relatives. 

Miss Brindle was buried in Chorley Cemetery on September 10th.: her funeral was 
attended by the Headmaster and Mrs. Oldland, Mr. Jackson, retired Headmaster, those of 
the Staff who could reach Chorley in time, and many of the school children. Wreaths were 
sent by the Staff, the Pupils, Cuerden House, her own Form and the Old Students' As­ 
sociations. 

A. Milroy. 
--0-,- 

THE SCHOOL CAMP 
I'he fourth School Camp was held this year during Whit-week, June 4th-June 11th. 

e were fortunate in being allowed to use our old site at Barrow House once again, as we 
were told at the conclusion of last year's camp that this site would no longer be available. 
Balsha vians have now enjoyed themselves in the vicinity of Barrow Bay for four successive 
Whitsuns and we hope to be there again next year. Eckton maj. was with us for his four.h 

{ 
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year, having created the first record for continued attendance at these Camps. We rely upon 
the Camp Party of this year to shew equal keenness in the future, in giving us their own 
support and encouraging others to come with them. 

We have never had better weather at the beginning of Whit-week nor worse at the end 
than this year. Camp was pitched in welcome sunshine although the ground was heavy with 
water from the downpours of the morning. Until Sunday afternoon we were lucky, but by 
Sunday evening rain had come ; throughout Monday it continued unceasingly, a very 
strong wind springing up to make conditions even worse. We spent Monday night listening 
to the flapping of canvas and the straining of guy ropes, wondering if we were to be 
flooded out or blown into the Lake. Tuesday morning dawned upon a Camp rather 
waterlogged, but with no damage done, and the sun, returning for a few hours, soon dried 
us out. The rest of the week was changeable, but as usual we departed in brilliant sun­ 
shine on the Saturday. 

Two years ago we exhorted those thinking of coming to Camp to get some experience 
in cooking. We make our appeal once more, for although the cooking in general was up to 
its usual standard, we still look forward to some individual efforts. Surely the remote districts 
of Longridge, Coppull, Grimsargh, etc., possess some local dishes for which they are famous ; 
discover them, find out how to make them, try out your first experimental efforts on the 
family and, if they survive, persuade them to send you to the School Camp so that others 
may have the benefit of your genius. When you have read this go straight to the kitchen 
and see what you can do. Begin now and by Whitsun you should be a competent if not a 
brilliant cook. 

I 
Walks were enjoyed as in previous years, Mr. Hewartson, Mr. Fisher, and one or two 

of the senior boys leading them. Bathing was not too enjoyable but we had a few refreshing 
dips in the Bay. Fishing was popular but yielded small or no results. The cricket pitch 
provided the invariably welcome and interesting game only understood by those who have 
played on our specially prepared wicket. Lesser amusements and entertainments were also 
enjoyed. 

Mr. Hewartson was with us, as in previous years, until Wednesday, and returned on 
Friday night to give us some valuable help in striking camp on the Saturday morning. We 
had many visitors during the week including the Headmaster, and to these and to all those 
who helped us in any way we extend our thanks. 

We shall be making arrangements, soon after Christmas, for the next School Camp, 
and we hope for good support and keen enthusiasm once more. All boys from Form !Ilb 
upwards are invited to our first meeting, which will be announced next term. With your 
support we can make next year's Camp bigger and better than any before. 

R.W.F. 
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CONTRASTS 
Night falJing, blue night of Summer; 

Dark shadows lengthen ; lingering breeze 

In boughs laden with surfeit of leaves ; 

Lone, Still star over distant trees. 

trams ; raucous voices ; 

l·mpatient rain ·, Wind's passionate howling; 

Gas lights, bleared in a streaming veil ; 

Ghost faces in lamplight, smudges pale ; 

Ghost feet on the pavement echo again, 

While bounding, prancing rain rejoices. 

H.G. U.VI. (Worden). 

7 ;' /, 
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THIS WAR BUSINESS 
Hitler had demanded the dismemberment' of Czechoslovakia, Hitler's troops waited 

outside Sudetenland, four great men met at Munich, people threw flowers at Hitler, but still 
Felix the cat sat by the fire blinking, and trying to understand. Why did the family not eat 
much dinner on Thursday, for there was an unusual pile of scraps left for him? 'What made 
old Nick talk incessantly to old Ned at the bottom of the garden and handle a rubber thing 
which he put over his face ? These are questions to which a cat will never know the answers. 
But what did it matter ? This bother hadn't done him any harm-he still got his milk daily, 
the fire was warm, his stomach was full, and to complete his happiness a delightful drowsiness 
was coming over him. 

But old Nick and old Ned met at the bottom of the garden, determined to thrash the 
matter out. It was the only time in their lives that their opinions were different. They agreed 
on the weather, on the right time for a pig to be taken to market, and both listened to and 
ignored Mr. Middleton's gardening advice; but on this matter of war they disagreed. 
Nick felt sure that he ought to dig a trench where the cabbages now grew, for didn't Mr. 
Chamberlain say that we must not stop rearming ? Old Ned, who only read the headlines of 
the newspaper was convinced that peace had been achieved. Though Mr. Chamberlain was 
a demi-god to both of them, Ned accused Nick of being a Fascist. Old Nick himself did 
not quite understand why we should have to rearm if peace had been secured, but still 
anything that Mr. Chamberlain said must be right. 

To settle the dispute the garden was divided into two parts. Nick should have the side 
where the cabbages were, and dig as many trenches as he liked, and Ned the potato side. 
Ned himself began to feel a little anxious about a war-perhaps he hadn't read the paper 
properly. He failed to grasp some of the points in this curious, complicated world, and he 
wondered if it was still going round. 

But in front of the fire Felix was just thinking the opposite. He was wondering whether 
to do a little mousing or sit and think of the cat-meat he would receive tomorrow. He thought 
the world a very wonderful place. Someone came to put more coal on the fire and closed the 
door so that there would be no draught on his back. Yes, the world still went round, and it 
took Felix with it. 

A.B. IVa. (Clayton). 
-0-- 

"JOURNALISM" 
(This is the seventh of a series of articles written by old students of the school) 

By 
GEORGE A. BIRTILL (N.U.J.) 

Journalism is not a career. It is a vocation. That is to say, you do not choose it. You 
believe it has chosen you ! Without that assurance you will find it impossible to stick 
the job for long. So many are the disappointments and obstacles that only a Napoleonic 
sense of destiny will see you through. 
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YoU r, b d make sacrifices of time, which translated into terms of fasting 
hust e prepare to ' the fa 5 Would %Pa'- G dh' f . You must also expect to do some oft e fasting because even 
<e a ian i taint. rdin ils , though co d' • h . oved you will have to work when or ary morta s are eating, _'hditions ave impr > 

never r}Id making merry or sleep1lg. 
On to f h ll someday have to face the fact that in any other sphere of labour pol that, you wi, s : 

the qualities that enable you to hold your job would probably be earning you several thousands 
• I instead Of a couple of hundred a year · 

Iam ·jdj-ed. My 1try into journalism was unethical, unexpected, but I would not 
prejudiced. lyent {th hailfellc ? 

say it was unorthodox. I never wanted to be a common reporter wit! a teitow manner, 
a dirty raincoat, and a battered trilby. 

I had · · f e writ large at the bookshops shouted loud by enthusiastic visions ot my name ' , 
Pia rs d d f tly by those to whom reading is more than mere recreation. ygoe , an quote requeni . . . . . 
My contact with the Press would be stooping to reviewing and occasionally granting inter­ 
views to those humble beings of whom I am now one ! 

Just to make an impression I wrote a brilliant first novel and some short stories of 
ingenious construction. The only impression was on the hall mat when they returned. 

I ate large helpings of pride and patronisingly sent some articles to papers I couldn't 
bear the sight of. The feeling was mutual. The manuscripts returned ma state I hesitated 
to blame wholly on the postman. 

Final degradation was from an editor, who varied the usual rejection slip with the 
remark <<Six months is the limit for finding journalistic aptitude." 

I had been sending him stuff regularly for a year at least ! 

I gave the job up there and then. Only it hadn't given me up, apparently. A tradesman 
bribed me with a packet of cigarettes to send a personal note about himself to a trade paper. 
The note was published and paid for. 

Thereafter my interest in making money in that fashion killed my literary conscience 
stone dead. My Muse was News. It still is. Five years have passed since initiation, but my 
ardour is not diminished. 

The world which would not recognise me as a man of letters seems to accept me as a 
reporter. In fact, I sometimes feel professional pre-occupation has left a sort of trademark­ 
so difficult do I find it to get away from my job at times l People seem to take a fiendish 
delight in "spotting" a reporter, whether there is a mystery prize or not. It is one of the 
many things you mustn't be too sensitive about. 

Fortunately for the young would-be journalist there are easier ways of entering the 
news business than through the hard school of Freelancing. I have described my way 
because so many people think Journalism is "Anybody's Job." They are encouraged by 
promises of untold wealth, by people making the said wealth out of correspondence courses. 
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