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EDITORIAL 

j 

During the past few months, events in the outside world have shown that the ideals 
for which mankind have struggled since the beginning of time are still far from being 
attained. A brooding spirit seems to have cast its shadow upon Europe, bringing in its wake 
violence, war and hatred, which even the most reasonable and well-meaning of men seem 
powerless to prevent. What has the Chronicler of our School Activities to say that can be 
of importance at a time when such vast issues are occupying our minds ? Our daily round 
and common task are trivial enough, and would seem unworthy of notice. But it is to be 
remembered that "the child is the father of the man," and recent events have only served 
to remind us more forcibly than ever, how important is the training we receive at School; 
until we have learned to govern ourselves, we are not fitted to share in the government of 
men and nations. It is now that we must school ourselves for the responsibilities which 
lie ahead. 

Y 
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SCHOOL NOTES 
PREFECTS OF THE SCHOOL. 

Boys: Head Prefect: Turner R. 
Prefects: Priestnall R. H., Rosbotham R. S. 
Sub-Prefects: Haworth F., Hope T. E., Pickburn R., Martindale D. 

Girls: Head Prefect: H. Garbutt. 
Prefects: 0. Dickinson, J. Shepherd. 
Sub-Prefects: C. Marshall, M. E. Ryding, A. Stansfield. 

The Annual Speech Day was held .this year on Friday, December 9th. The prizes were 
presented by Captain A. F. Hordern, A.F.C., the Chief Constable of Lancashire. 

On November 11th the Annual Armistice Day Service was held in the School Hall. 
Many parents and friends of the pupils were present, and the Head Boy and a representative 
of the Old Boys' Association laid wreaths on the Memorial. 

t 
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During last Terr h Waller and ,,,""e eard two splendid lectures ; one was on "Chaucer," by Mr 
' was 1 !ustrated b l l"d ' · on "Road S r ,. . Y antern s.1 eS. The other was a further lecture in the series 

atety, which be; '·d is veing organise by the Lancashire Constabulary 

On Thursday N b + This time the '' sovember l7th, we received another visit from The Osiris Players. 

S 
ey gave Bernard Shaw's "St. J " hi:h chool. oan, w 1C, Was greatly appreciated by the 

On November 3rd a . Lomax, spent an extr,,, ®Ity of Sixthformers, accompanied by Mr. Oldland and Mr. 
An 

· me y interesting morn l ki account of the vis't . . 1 d . ung tooing round a modern laundry at Chorley. 
ti 1s incluled in this issue. 

On Friday, November 7th L "C 'd' 
A party of seniors accom . d es . ome iens de Paris" presented "L'Avare" at Wigan 
present, and spent, """®"®® by Miss Milroy, Miss Robinson and Mr. Wilkinson were 

very enjoyable evening. 

The School was entertained last ter b . 
how chocolate and cocoa are d . rm y two Film Programmes. One showed us 
from Warwickshire in S_ ""®rge modem factory, the other showed us scenes 
f 

res tune. he latt · I • o us who took part in the recent S h I . er was particularly mteresting to those 
c ool trip to Stratford and Birmingham. 

We congratulate Cuerden House on heading the M . 0 d erit ·r er last Term. 

We extend our hearty . congratulations to Hild G b . . 
have each been awarded a Training Colle S a . ar utt and Olive Dickinson who 

ge icholarship of the maximum value of £80. 

The Prefects' Social will be held thi 
has been fixed for July 1st. s term on February 4th, and Old Students' Day 

We offer our cordial congratulations to LT L 
of Mr. Lomax, the second master, on her en I rns omax, our Head Girl in 1932 and daughter 
gagement to Mr. A. H. Smalley, now of Sheffield. 

At the end of last term the Carol S • 
present, and the function proved ver, "JCe was held. Many parents and friends were 

enjoyable. 
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At the time of going to press we hear of the death of Frank Ryding, who left this 
School in 1936. We would like to express our most sincere sympathy to his family. 

We acknowledge the following exchanges of Magazines :-- Chorley G.S., The Hoghton­ 
ian, Preston Catholic College, Blackpool G.S., The Rydeian, Ubique Reminisci, The 
Huttonian, The Ashtonian. 

VALETE 

Mabel Hayhurst.--Form Vb. Worden House. Hockey and Rounders League Teams. 

Kathleen Jackso~i.-Form Va. Cuerden House. Hockey 2nd XI. Tennis and Rounders 
League Teams. 

Rosa Morphet.---Form Vb. Clayton House. Rounders, Tennis and Hockey League 
Teams. 

Evelyn Parkinson.--Form Va. Clayton House. Tennis 1st XI. Hockey 1st XI. Rounders 
2nd IX. 

Constance Evans.--Form IVb. Worden House, Hockey League Teams. 

Marian Butterworth.-Form IVb. Cuerden House. Hockey League Teams. 

Eslyn Durdle.- Form IIa. Cuerden House. 

Rachel Lucas.-Form Ib. Farington House. 
Challender, F.-Form Upper VI. Worden House. Oxford School Certificate, 1937. 

Rugby and Cricket League Teams. 
Taylor, F.-Form Lower VI. Clayton House. Oxford School Certificate, 1937. 

Whistlecroft, C. J.-Form Lower VI. Cuerden House. Oxford School Certificate, 
1938. Rugby 1st XV. 

Harrison, G.-Form Va. Clayton House. Rugby 2nd XV Cricket League Team. 

Sutton, G.- Form Vb. Cuerden House. Rugby 2nd XV. Cricket League Team. 

Priestnall, K.--Form IVa. Farington House. Rugby and Cricket League Teams. 

Burtenshaw, W.-Form IIIa. Cuerden House. Cricket League Teams. 

Eason, ').--Form IIIa. Clayton House. 
Findlay, R. E.- Form Ia. Clayton House. 

Evans, S.-Form lb. Worden House. 

SALVE TE 
To Clayton House: 

Leyland, J. H. 

To Cuerden House: 
K. M. Frost. 
L. E. Pickup. 
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LINES ON A FAMOUS UNIVERSITY 
From year to year, through centuries dark and bright, 
In strife and peace a haven quiet it gave 
To those, who, ever dauntless, did delight 
To search and know th'eternal, antique sage. 
New life it took from sweet Ausonia's store 
Of late-found wisdom, of revived art ; 
These gifts received with joy, it yearned for more. 
ihis spmt-these discoveries-can ne'er depart. 
:'Tom year to year, a Fountain of new Thought, 
t quickened minds to question what before 
Was" d" h . sacre trut ; and fearlessly it taught 
Mankind to ponder, reason and explore. 
Now, low as well as high can gather here 
To study and discourse in freedom dear. 

R.H.P., Upper VI (Farington). 

» 

ARMISTICE DAY 
The Armistice Day service was held in the School Hall on November 11th. As usual 

parents an fnends of the scholars a d taff · · ' almost full. n s were invited, and we were pleased to see a gallery 

b" h Mr. f ~dland read the message to Secondary Schools, this time written by the Arch- 
,",Y"{ We were reminded of the recent crisis and hat this Armistice was a day 
: ~ h ness for the averted war, as well as of remembrance for those who lost their 
ves in t e Great War. 

Wreaths were laid by the Head Boy, Richard Turner, and Mr. S utcliffe, the repres- 
entative of the Old Boys' Association. 

B.L.W. (L.VI) Cuerden. 

The following is the Message from His Grace the Archbishop of York read to th 
School by the Headmaster at the Armistice Day Service, Nov. 11th, 1938. ' e 

. Armistice Day has this year a special solemnity. In the Jast week of September the 
nations came to the very brink of the pit of war ; and they shrank back. The great decision 
at the last moment lay with statesmen. But there is no doubt what was the feeling of 
ordinary men and women in all countries. There was some fear of war • there was a fa 
stronger and deeper hatred of it. Just because we have looked at it so cl~se, multitudes of 
people have become more clearly convinced that it cannot be the right way of settling 
disputes or adjusting differences. That is a great gain. We be that 5 · must rememver ai anxious 
week and how all nations felt about it. 

Next we must remember that nations have very seldom wished to wage war. Wars 
have come because people have wanted things that led to fighting or could only be got by 
fighting. And to-day, war is far more terrible than it has ever been in the destruction 
of women and children, the aged and sick, the treasures of art and architecture and all 
that we value most in life. We who have had brought home to us the monstrous evil of 
war must be sure that we have no selfish ambitions for ourselves or for our country that 
might lead to war. We must not take peace for granted; we must work for it. 

When you take up the full responsibilities of citizens you will have to do this by your 
votes and, perhaps, by your leadership of your fellows. But there is a great deal that you can 
do now. As you read the history of your own and other countries, try to take the stand­ 
point of the others as well as of your own-especially when you read the history of wars. 
Try to realise how Frenchmen must have regarded our King Henry V ; and remember 
what it means that we have put up a statue of Joan of Arc in Winchester Cathedral. Try 
to appreciate the enrichment of life that is open to us all through the fact that other people 
are different from ourselves and be grateful for the peculiar gifts of Germans, and Italians, 
and Russians, as these are made available to us in their art and literature. Especially 
try to make friends now with people of other nations who live in your neighbourhood. 
They may be lonely and rather Jost ; your friendship will win their gratitude and make 
them friends of England. You will come to understand their point of view and feel more 
sympathy for it. In both ways, you will have done something real to increase goodwill and 

so to establish peace. 
If you have the chance, travel abroad ; but when you do this, don't only see the sights 

while you herd with your fellow-countrymen, but mix with the people of the other country 

as much as you can. 
The older among you should try to add to all this some real study of foreign nations, 

their problems and their outlook, and so reach for yourselves the principles that will govern 
your action as citizens. We are very liable to Jet things drift, because we have not found 

the principles on which to act. 
On the first Armistice Day, men saw more clearly than ever before a vision of a new 

brotherhood or league of nations, in which each would help the other, disputes would 
be settled peacefully, and war would be made a crime. To-day we recall with gratitude 
those who died in the Great War, and made it possible for the world to set out on that new 
road. How can we show that gratitude ? 

Above all, do not say that all you can do is too little to make any difference. Do not 
say "What I can do to establish justice, goodwill and peace on earth is negligible"; for, 
if you say that and stop there, peace will vanish from the world. Don't say "I can't"; 
say "We can." If each says that and does the little job of service that is possible for him, 
you will succeed ; and to the end of history, this day will still be the day when the last 

great war was ended. William Ebor. 
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SPEECH DAY 
For the first time for a few years, we were favoured by fine weather for Speech Day 

on December 9th. We were pleased to welcome many parents and friends. 

Captain A. F. Hordern, A.F.C., the Chief Constable of Lancashire, kindly distributed 
the prizes. The Governors and Staff were present on the beautifully decorated platform. 

The proceedings were opened by the School Choir, who sang "Aubade," by John 
Ireland. The Headmaster then gave his annual report, in which he commented on the 
progress the School had made during the year. He told us of the Whitsuntide Camp, the 
visits to places of interest, plays, lectures, and film displays. He commended the activity 
of the Old Students' Associations, and gave a list of the School's academic successes, out­ 
standing among which was Downie's exhibition at New College, Oxford. He mentioned the 
new pupils, who had come into the district from other parts of England, and the School's 
visitors from abroad. He said how deeply grieved we were at the death of Miss Brindle, and 
welcomed her successor, Miss Robinson. 

The Chairman of the Governors, Mr. Cardwell, said he was very glad to be able to 
come to Speech Day, since he had been unable to attend last year. He praised and thanked 
the Headmaster and Staff, introducing Captain Hordern, who he hoped, in his capacity as 
a policeman, found himself in happier circumstances than those to which he was accus­ 
tomed. · 

After presenting the prizes and certificates, Captain Hordern gave an interesting and 
refreshing address. He said that he did not wish to speak of education, the usual· topic on 
such occasions, or on "safety first," which he was leaving in the capable hands of his staff. 
He spoke of the wonderful spirit of the British Empire, demonstrated by such patriots as 
Grace Darling, Florence Nightingale, and Cecil Rhodes, a spirit which is fostered by secon­ 
dary school education. He ended by exhorting every pupil to 'play fair' and uphold the 
tradition of calm courage, which reigns wherever the British flag is unfurled. 

The Choir then sang Handel's "Where'er you walk." 
Mr. G. H. Redman proposed the vote of thanks to the Chief Constable, and voiced 

the gratitude of all present. Mr. H.J. Lomax seconded the vote of thanks. Mr. A. J. Lomax 
proposed the vote of thanks to the Chairman, which was seconded by Mr. W. Nelson. 

Once again a very successful Speech Day was ended with the singing of the National 
Anthem, after which the School was open for inspection. 

C.M.M., U.VI (Worden), E.G.J., U.VI (Clayton). 
--0- 

THE SYMBOL 
Mr. Collins prided himself on being a smart man with a good presence. He was a 

credit to his firm-he always looked formal. A very neat and careful man about his dress, 
he always carried that useful protection against the rain-the umbrella. Though it was 

6 

h never went out without it, for it added (though he would 
rarely used for that pur,,"" ,rose) chat elegant finishing touch of respectability to 
never admit that It was or t is pu P . b art of him He respected the umbrella 
ws arson. He aa attar·"E,""",","""Kua i soars we to waeo 
and he liked to feel the smooth an h h trolled it strolled also at exactly the same 
briskly, the umbrella walked bnskly; w en e s ' 

pace. h h d 
. . . was not in the happiest of moods because e a 

But on this particular morning he b bl "t h d caught on a splinter in the train last 
ll 5· hi imbrella. Probatly 1t 1a¢ 1 3-{bl 

detected a smal tear in us ur° folds of the umbrella the tear was still visit le. 
night No matter how he arranged the o 
This morning he laid it tenderly on the rack out of the way. 

. d it beneath a pile of school bags and raincoats 
When he next looked for it he foul,_,j.#rls who were comparing homework on 

d h ck of giggling sc oo -g1r s . which belongec to the pac,, ±ling to get the umbrella free from a rain­ 
f : E When they saw Mr. Collins strugg g 
oreign pon1cy. .54fitly than before 
coat they giggled more loudly and more vio.en y . d b 

h office and when he heard an erran - oy 
He thought of those giggles all the way '[, a a slight twitching in the corners 

brella," one coul ietect id . 
singing "Stay on my arm, um _r , to his room he stopped the junior clerk an qwte 
of his usually firm mouth. On his way up b d vck But how his blood boiled ! The 

., ± % ±buking him on some oac wor. % ·ical ile as 
raised his voice in rebut do id iven a sneering, half-ironic sm 

1 565- had looked lown and gr bolical ? junior clerk after apologising, 1a h" k th t the umbrella was in any way sym o Ca. • 
he saw the umbrella. Why should people t" freshing sense there. But the first 
He picked up his newspaper hoping to finc sons " ,,%g a large umbrella. Peace and 

f a gent eman carry h thing that met his eyes was a cartoon o d be the paper yesterday too. Were t e 
goodwill! Bah! Something of the sort h® f©_[,j,,ss ? what a great many foolish 
cartoonists trying to kill the umbrella by ma ·mg I n . 

. d I 
people this world containec ! .. , · ht nd it is 

ll, ·till more in the tram t at rug a Mr. Collins accidentally tore the umbre a s I 
d · · to be mended Cl still in the hall-stan wa1tmg . A.B., (Form IVa), layton. 

---o-- 

THE SCHOOL CAROL SERVICE 
. h f II with another carol service. A similar 

We ended the Christmas term very delig _tu y f he first time, parents and friends 
rvice has been held in previous years, but this year, or t 
a invited to join us in this pleasant ceremony. p 
w • . . n for the singing of carols. is year 
The choir spent a considerable time in practising 5js Members of the School 

R h·11 . h t aching of these caro s. - Miss Robinson assisted Miss a 1 m t e ea . 
ho were not in the choir were invited to attend practices. h 

wI .4itely 3 p.m, in the 
h D ber 1938, at approxima ety '· • 

~ 
The service was held on the 15tl ecem ' . f festivity to the proceedings. 

Ch . tree lent an air o es v1 School Hall. A brilliantly decorated nstmas r 

7 
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Parents and friends assembled in the gallery while the staff and pupils occupied the lower 
Portion of the hall. Typed sheets containing the words of the carols were given to the 
visitors and members of the School. 

Several well known carols were sung including "The Boar's Head Carol" which was 
first ° d- ± 

printe in 1562. Three carols were sung as solos by members of the choir, and during 
some of the better known carols electric lights were extinguished and the only light provided 
was that from the illuminated Christmas tree. 

The Service was enjoyed by all and is bidding fair to be one of the most popular events 
of the School year. 

B.H., Form Vb (Clayton). 
--o-- 

SIXTH FORM VISIT TO BRIGGS' CHORLEY 
LAUNDRY 

On Thursday, the 3rd of November, the Sixth Form, accompanied by Mr. Lomax, 
paid a visit to Briggs' Laundry, at Chorley. · 

Upon our arrival at the Laundry we divided up into several groups of about ten members 
each, to facilitate the task of describing the working of the Laundry. 

We began our tour of inspection at the sorting department, where the articles are 
carefully prepared before being laundered. The clothes are searched for anything which 
may damage them during the process. One of the chief offenders in this respect is indelible 
pencil which is capable of doing a great deal of damage to the garments. 

The articles are then placed in the rotary washing machines. When they have been 
thoroughly washed, they are transferred to drying machines. The drying machines revolve 
at high speed, and the water is pressed out of the clothes by centrifugal force. The articles 
are hung in a drying room, and, when completely dry, they are taken to the packing depart­ 
ment for distribution. 

Many articles have to be hand-finished ; a section of the Laundry is devoted to this 
aspect of the work. 

Another interesting section of the Laundry was the dry-cleaning department, in which 
the cleaning is done by means of a special spirit, which is collected and re-distilled after 
use. 

The tour ended with a visit to the carpet-cleaning department, after which refreshments 
were provided for the party by the proprietors. 

We received a very instructive impression of the complicated working of a moder 
Laundry and are extremely grateful to Mr. Briggs for making such a visit possible for us.] 

T.E.H., U.VI (Clayton). 
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"NO ANGLES TO THE WIND" 
She springs upon the window-sill, a neat and independent cat. She drops to the ground 

with feline grace and slinks silent and sinister to the darkest bushes. She slides, panther-like 
d I · h d owth quite alone in the moonless night yet still independently an care ess into t e un ergr , 

self-assured. 

She cares not for the thoughts of men or the doings of her neighbours-she prowls 
· 1 1 d d She slips quietly and quickly across the lawn then. out alone while mortals sleep anc iream. 5th 

of sight again into the bushes-even the barbed wire does not stop her ; she measures 7t 
her long, white whiskers, then springs diminished through the hole which appears to be ess 
than herself. 

Her eyes, like illuminated pins, seek out all obstacles. She sniffs in front ofhen. tn"er 
3 5h il if it is a plank, in perfect equili vrium, turns behind, then walks across the two-me rat as 1 1 ' . . 

confident that if she falls, she will but drop to the grass on her spring-like feet. 

Noa a uo acs sic , ya tar we ms lo ",5,"";_,"? 
• d sh thi k of dogs and then per aps s e ts ' when the situation arises ioes she ink d id administer a well­ 

and only when necessary does she run and scale a tree, or turn roun an 
earned scratch. 

3h ak h --always a straight one and She does not follow the road of others ; s e m es er own . . al f - 
1 d h t to investigate and then with a certatn oo ness 

to her satisfaction. Rarely ioes she stop -4, knc i that this life lost, eight others 
she is always complete. She ts rune times blesse, iowing 
are before her. 

Let us as the ancient Egyptians pay homage to the aristocratic cat. 
A.B. (Form IVa), Clayton. 

\b[ 

OCCUPATIONAL (SJCENTERS. 

osaa sas c "car mans erg_;3"""g 
I would like, with a certain amount of levity, to give you a List of ''S 
Centres. 

The solution to each clue is a Trade, Profession or Occupation. 

Example: Serious Delver-Grave Digger. 
. 2 Invitation to a fish. 1. Advice to a little man. · 

1 0 
what 

3. Well known playwright's commotion. 4. Temporary re ease--<> condition. 

6. Add a flying animal to a bird. 
8. A lottery. 

10. Aspiring Knave. 

5. Perhaps SHE put the kettle on. 
Chess on the Stock Exchange. 
Add a bill to an insect. 

7. 
9. 

9 
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l 1. 
13. 
15. 
17. 
19. 
21. 
23. 
25. 
27. 
29. 
31. 

Traveller's aid. Not any. 12. Book Catalogue. 
English landscape painter. 14. Not a professional. 
Tom Pearce's loan. 16. A fruiterer. 
Sounds like a metal mongrel. 18. Reading below stairs. 
Hinder a letter. 20. In full war paint. 
"Lor" said he. 22. Revolver. 
A purveyor of fiction. 24. Don't stop here. 
Petrified wave. 26. Can this be developed sky high ? 
Half a water nymph's 28. A gown of soft material. 
Takes father to b . song. 30. Are you one ? 

usiness and helps mother with the dressmaking. 
For sol ti I u ons P ease turn to page 11. 

oow 

CHEMISTRY IN INDUSTRY 
(This is the eighth article in : • • a series on Careers written by Old Students of the School). 

Chemistry in Industry offers a wide field yo : physics and mathematics Th f to the young man interested in chemistry 
· e scope o the work is di d · • ' can only be suggested by the foll . b . . verse an interesting. Its nature 

oltowing vrief headings and notes : 

l. Analytical Work. 
(a) Control of raw materials. 
(b) Control of finished products. 

2. Physical testing. 
(a) Components of the finished products. 
(b) The finished products. 

3. Research. 
The implications of this title are tremendous and . 

knowledge, allied to the specialised knowledge of q,,,'9UT€ an expert and scientific e subject oi research. 
The scientific approach is essential to the well-bei : 

processes are controlled through labo t k - mg of industry. Almost all industrial 
gives an idea of the vast range or s,,,''? "Ok. The following partial list of industries 

f 
. , s open to the young h d, id 

o this nature :-Engineering Met 11 . 1 I d «:, man w o ec1 es on a career · 3 tatlurgcat Industries, He Che ®-ale D 
Pigments, Artificial Silks, Synthetic Resin . ©% 1eavy hemicals, Oyestuffs and . ' esms, used in the Id d d d fin" . 
industries, Paints, Varnishes and Lacque Rubbe mou e pro ucts anc ishing 
Gas and Electrical Supplies, Paper, o)," """ Peing and Bleaching, Dry Cleaning, , , ass an ottery. 

Promotion will, of course, always be dependent . . 
positions as Research Worker Director of L b upon individual ability, but such 
can be attained. ' a oratory, Works Manager, Sales Technician 

10 

The question of entry into industry and the necessary qualifications now arises. Most 
laboratories insist on a matriculation standard; this is necessary to obtain a degree. A 
degree, which is essential to real success, can be obtained at a University after leaving school, 
or a pos1t1on m a laboratory be obtained at once and the degree taken as an external student. 
If the latter course is decided upon, entry should be made for the B.Sc. degree of the Londn 
University, or the A.LC. degree of the Institute of Chemistry. Both degrees require two 
examinations, the intermediate and the final. The final B.Sc. may be taken as a general 
degree, or as an Honours degree in Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics or Chemical Engineer- 

ing. 
Facilities for study for these degrees are provided at the chief technical institutes of 

the district ; those at Preston, Blackburn and Wigan will serve as examples. 

The A.I.C. degree can be worked for, by courses provided at those technical institutes 
associated with the Institute of Chemistry. The Harris Institute at Preston is one of these. 
If the A.LC. is taken, it can be studied for in two ways:- 

1. By taking the intermediate examination, followed by the final. 

2. By taking the National Certificate in Chemistry, followed by a two years' course 
in Physics and Mathematics at an approved technical institute. This will obtain 
an exemption from the intermediate examination. The final is then taken. 

This latter course is longer than the first one, but the intermediate will have been 
obtained. Matriculation is, of course, necessary for the A.I.C. degree, and also carries 
exemption from the first year's work for the National Certificate, which consists of a two 
years' course for the Ordinary Certificate, followed by a two years' advanced course for the 
Higher National Certificate. The subjects studied during this period are Inorganic, Organic 
and Physical Chemistry. Both the London University and the Institute of Chemistry 
publish a prospectus and syllabus for the use of external students ; these publications should 
be obtained before the course of study is decided upon. Charles Rose. 

--o-- 

SOLUTIONS. 

OCCUPATIONAL (S)CENTERS. 

1. Grocer. 2. Carpenter. 3. Barrister. 4. Bailiff. 

5. Politician. 6. Acrobat. 7. Pawnbroker. 8. Sweep. 

9. Accountant. 10. Steeplejack. 11. Cook. 12. Journalist. 

13. Nun. 14. Agent. 15. Constable. 16. Plumber. 

17. Mayor. 18. Bookseller. 19. Tinker. 20. Wardress. 

21. Bargee. 22. Spinner. 23. Sailor. 24. Parson. 

25. Tailor. 26. Film Star. 27. Stonebreaker. 28. Laundress. 

29. Merchant. 30. Mason. 31. Singer. 

11 
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CHRISTMAS 
December 25th was celebrated in this country as a great festival, long before the coming 

of Christianity, and as it previously celebrated the birth of the Sun, it now commemorates 
the birth of Christ. Right through the Middle Ages Christmas was held as a twelve day 
feast; we still call January 6th 'Twelfth Night' or 'Little Christmas' and sometimes bake a 
'Twelfth Night Cake' in its honour. 

To every Englishman the word 'Christmas' signifies a time of festivity and general 
merrymaking and brings to mind, parties, presents and often re-unions with old friends. 
The fact that it is really the anniversary of the birth of Christ is often forgotten, though to 
many it is primarily a religious festival. In Scotland, Christmas is still celebrated as a religious. 
feast and the jollifications are kept until New Year. Whatever our attitude to its religious 
significance, all over the world the day gives birth to a general feeling of charity and good­ 
will. 

This feeling of generosity is reflected in the usual custom of giving presents. In pre­ 
paration for the festival we decorate our homes. Although holly and leaves were used for 
decoration long ago, mistletoe which is very popular nowadays was forbidden for that 
purpose. Most people have a superstition that it is unlucky to keep up Christmas decorations 
after a certain date. The Christmas Tree is a comparative newcomer to England. It was 
introduced from Germany by the Prince Consort, and although some customs seem to be 
dying out, the Christmas Tree becomes more popular every year. Here is a legend concerning 
it. 

St. Wilfred was standing one day in the midst of a crowd of his converts, and, to in­ 
dicate that they were severed from the Druids and their heathen practices, he felled an 
oak, which, of course, was one of the principal objects of Druid worship. It fell on the ground 
with a crashing noise and split into four pieces ; from the centre a fir tree had grown, 
pointing a green spire towards the sky. The converts gazed in amazement. 

Wilfred turned to speak to them : "This little tree, a young child of the forest, shall 
be your Holy Tree to-night ; it is the wood of peace, for your houses are built of fir. It is 
the sign of an endless life, for its leaves are evergreen. See how it points towards the 
heavens ! Let this be called the tree of the Christ Child ; gather about it, not in the wild 
wood, but your own homes. There it will shelter no deeds of blood but shall be surrounded 
with loving gifts and rites of kindness." 

In olden days the men went out with axes and ropes, into the woods to cut down the 
biggest and toughest log which could be found. Then they dragged it home and saved it 
until Christmas day, when it was put on the huge stone hearth of the lord's banqueting hall, 
and the feasting and merrymaking went on as long as the log continued to burn. At Christ­ 
mas we buy cakes called chocolate logs to remind us of this ancient custom. 

The Dutch gave us 'Santa Claus' or Saint Nicholas, as he was called. From them 
also came the custom of hanging up our stockings. But in Holland tho children wear a little 
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wooden shoe on Christmas Eve. When they are in bed it is filled with hay to serve as food 
for the steeds of Saint Nicholas. 

· di et in all the windows to welcome the Christ Child into In some countries can es are s 
the world ; food is left on the table to refresh the angels who are travelling and may chance 
to pass that way. 

h "B , H d Carol" we hear of another ancient custom, that of hunting down 
In the Joar's leac the % {l 

• · Thi: istom has been dropped now, but t ere 1s st1 a great- the wild boar and roasting it. s cu . h f .. ti 0 
·The "bird of the dawning" plays an important part 1n t e estiv1 es. . n 

"",CC,"G.es sat as id was supposed o sing ati wit. some peopie believe 
that t~e power of speech is given to all dumb animals on this night. 

Some time before Christmas, shop windows, cheery greetings, carol singers and crowded 
o1. rone of us the true spirit of the season, which, unlike 

shops, never fail to arouse in every · hanred b assing years. On Christmas Eve 
tasties and science will always remain "" ,,©,,,,' comers to do heir last minute" 
h fter their usual time in or er f 
s ops stay open a1 atit the same story but with little success, or, . I home parents are repea .ng ' 

1 shopping. .n every 5t annot expect a child to go to sleep ear y on 
whether "Santa Claus" will come.OF 2",,,%st everyone will remember how, on that 

f h t citing nights o t e year. . 
1 one o t e mos ex "' d t that Christmas lost a great deal of its g amour 

thrilling night she refused to sleep, an regre 
with a lost faith in Santa Claus. 

· 1 b this festive season. No matter what trade you care to 
Trade benefits considerably . y t dd hundreds of pounds to the profits, for dainty 
. th onth of December is sure o a . . 

mention e m , . attract the attention of eager and admiring customers. 
and unusual novelties never fail "",, ror the Post Office which has to deal with millions of 
Everyone knows the extra work ®""_,%f our most popular greetings, the Christmas cards, 
extra parcels, and an mcreasmg num h. 1 wishes to friends and relatives at home 
which scem to convey, better than anythi8 ,'.as rush" more men are needed, and 
d eas To cope with the tremen ous ns . 
,,,,,,ssey swch these people make brings happiness into their homes. 

· N Year's Eve Then for the The first real signs of the end of Christmas come onf ew th ar . and once more 
h f goodwill has gone or ano er ye , 

first time we realise that the season ot 3al of bells and strains of Auld Lang Syne,'° 
we must think of work. At midnight, to the pe h: ' sadness to us and 

db t the old year which may have meant appmess or ' ·11 
we say goo ye o . . h . .ll b . g peace prosperity and goodwi welcome the New Year in, each hopmg t at it WI ·Tin , 

to everybody. B.H. & J.E. (Form Vb), CI. &: W. 

--o-- 

CHAUCER 
·ted Director of Extra-Mural Studies On November 8th, Mr. Waller, the- newly appointe . h fi t time some of 

:. .:. id hie first =it, though it was not the rs at Manchester University, paid us is rst v1s1D, ±], sling: some of us 
us had heard him lecture. The title of his lecture was extremely puzz • 
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