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Shop at

BOOTH'S

for Finest Quality
GROCERIES and PROVISIONS
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CHOICE BLENDED TEAS from 1/4 to 3/6 per 1b.
060060005600
Harris’s Wiltshire and Slattery’s Irish Bacon
Lancashire, Cheddar and Gorgonzola Cheese
VAN DELIVERIES DAILY
Ask for Price List and compare Prices
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I2, 156 BCONIEE & €. 1Ll

Water Street, LEYLAND
Tel. 81114
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Phone 81001

JOHN HAYDOCK

High-Class Butcher

I

FINEST ENCLISH AND SCOTCH FED
BEEF, MUTTON AND LAMB.

Also CANTERBURY LAMB.

Ly

Orders receive prompt and personal attention.
Deliveries Daily.

LTI

BEEF and PORK SAUSAGE.
All made on the Premises.

BRAWN and DRIPPING.
A trial solicited.

$00000060000

103 Towngate
LEYLAND
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YOUR NEEDS FOR ALL
SPORTS

are amply catered for by

ALBERT WARD LTD.

SPORTS CENTRE

53 BRADSHAWGATE
Phone 1250

BOLTON

00000

Outfitters to Balshaw’s Grammar School for over 25 years
960000

Our extensive School Trade is the result of our constant

study to supply the right goods at suitable prices
000000

Catalogues Post Free. Ask our Representative to call.

Attention is our Watchword. Order by Post.
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Orie of our Monotype Casters

One of our Monotype Keyboards
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High-Class
MAGAZINE
CATALOGUE
and GENERAL

PRINTERS
L I8 Y 1L ANID

Estimates Free Phone 81049 Leyland
and
High Holborn

LONDON, W.C.1
Phone Holborn 1400

THE BALSHAVIAN

(The official organ of Balshaw’s Grammar School, Leyland).

Editor-—C. A. Briggs. Sub-Editors:—M. B. Wilkinson and Haydock J.

VOL. IX.—No. 1. SPRING TERM, 1933. PRICE 6d.

EDITORIAL

We are really grateful for the numerous contributions in verse from the juniors ; we
despair, however, of the fourth and fifth form members, who do not seem to realise that
the Magazine relies to a great extent on them for support. We would remind all who seek
an outlet for the expression of their artistic impulses that they will not be disappointed
if they contribute.

One or two articles of real worth have been received, but there is room for mare.

The Editor.

————

SCHOOL NOTES

PREFECTS OF THE SCHOOL.

Boys: Senior Prefect: Vause P. G.
Prefects: Briggs C. A, Fishwick J., Stringfellow R. E.
Sub-Prefects: Haydock J., Patefield P., Stringfellow C. D.

Girls:  Senior Prefect: L. M. Lomax.
Prefect: M. B. Wilkinson.
Sub-Prefects: P. Ainsworth, H. Howard, A. M. Nuttall,
E. Sharples.

A lecture on “The Colouring of Animals" was given by Professor Graham Cannon
in the School Hall on October 18th. It was illustrated by lantern slides, and proved
exceptionally interesting.
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On Nov. 4th a party went from School to Manchester to see a performance of “Le
Barbier de Séville,” by Les Comédiens de Paris. An article, written in French by one of
our number, is published elsewhere in this issue.

Many parents and friends took advantage of the service which was held in the Hall
on Armistice Day. The Head Prefect placed a wreath at the foot of the War Memorial,
and Mr. Oldland, in the course of the service, read the message printed elsewhere in this
issue from Mr. P. H. B. Lyon, Headmaster of Rugby.

On Friday, November 25th, Captain J. Laurence Pritchard delivered his eagerly awaited
lecture on “The Uses of the Aeroplane.” This was, for the boys at least, the most
absorbing lecture the School has been given, and, if one has to judge by the applause, it
had an amazing reception.

The Annual Prize Distribution was held in the School Hall on Friday, December 16th,
when there was a large audience of parents and friends to welcome E. T. Campagnac,
M.A., Professor of Education in the University of Liverpool, who distributed the prizes.
An account of the proceedings is given elsewhere in this issue of the Magazine.

All Ho.uses have held parties this term, and on December 17th, the Prefects gave their
annual social. The mock trial, arranged by Mr. Wilkinson and Mr. Hilditch, who
themselves took part, was greatly appreciated by an exceptionally large audience.

The Literary, Musical and Debating Society has had a very successful term, and an

ambitious programme has been prepared for the Spring Term. The Society’s full report is
included in this issue.

: We congratulate Farington House on being placed first in the term’s merit order ;
also Worden House on being first in the Hockey League for the term.

We congratulate the Scho
bcen raging in the district.
victims. At any rate,
daily floated through

ol on keeping comparatively free from influenza, which has
At the same time we condole with those who have been
they have not been subjected to the wafts of formalin which have
the corridors and class-rooms.

The School was submit

ted . . -
T 7] e T last term to an inspection by the Board of Education.

yet been published.

2

THE BALSHAVIAN Spring Term, 1933

Our congratulations are due to Vause P. G., Fishwick J., Nelson T. and Gates E., on
being chosen to play in the Preston Grasshoppers’ Public Schools’ Trial Games. Vause
was selected to play against the Fylde Public Schools XV, and Fishwick and Nelson against
the Blackburn Public Schools’ XV.

The Choir, too modest to chronicle themselves, have met every Wednesday and
Friday during the term, and are becoming an active body in the School social life. Last
term they not only prepared songs for the prize giving, but many delightful carols, which
they sang to us on the last morning of term.

In accordance with the intentions expressed in a previous number, we are including
in this issue of The Balshavian two more photographs of the School buildings—The
Gymnasium and the Assembly Hall.

We note with pleasure the addition of several new volumes to the Library and the
appearance of further Medici prints on the walls of the Library and the Dining Hall.

The School are now the proud possessors of a new Bible and a Book of Common Prayer
and Hymns. Both volumes, which are handsomely bound in leather and stamped with the
School crest, are used at Prayers in the mornings. A further addition to the furniture
of the platform is a new Lectern. This beautiful piece of workmanship has recently
made its appearance, and has been the object of considerable admiration.

The School grounds are being constantly improved. We have now three rugger pitches
and three hockey pitches, besides the tennis courts and a large area which is used exclusively
for cricket. During these winter months practice wickets for cricket are being laid and a
long jump pit with a cinder track is being constructed. In addition, the grass quadrangles
and the lawns and shrubbery in front of the School, are showing ample recompense for the
considerable amount of attention which has been given them.

An experiment, which admits of great possibilities, has been started at the School
this term. 42 of our pupils have entered into individual correspondence with a similar
number of pupils of the Nicholas Senn High School, Chicago, U.S.A. 1t is hoped that
this innovation will help to bring about friendly relations between people of different
nationalities, and particularly between English speaking nations. By this correspondence
we should learn something first-hand of conditions in other parts of the world, and
become interested in events going on in a country run on totally different lines from our
own. The more personal our relations are with other nations, the nearer we shall be to
understanding them ; and tolerance and understanding are vitally necessary at this time.

We have to acknowledge receipt of Magazines from the following Schools and
Colleges :—Wellingborough Grammar School; Chorley Grammar School; Steyning
Grammar School ; Preston Grammar School ; Preston Catholic College ; Faraday House ;
Convent School, Preston.
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VALETE.

K. M. Butterworth.—Cuerden. Form L.VI. Sub-Prefect and Vice-Captain of
Cuerden House. 1st XI Hockey, 1931-32. Oxford School Certificate, 1932.

. Griffiths.—Worden. Form V. House League team.

D. Hilton.—Clayton. Form VI. House League Team. Oxford School Certificate,
1932.

D. Iddon.—Farington. Form V. Rounders’ Colours, 1932. 1st XI Hockey, 1931-32,
M. Maguire—Worden. Form L.VI. Oxford School Certificate, 1932.

F. M. Marland.—Worden. Form V. House League Team.

¥. Shawcross.—Cuerden. Form IIb. Her parents have removed to Leeds.

Billcliffe S.—Clayton. Form IIIb. House League Team.

Breaks F.—Farington. Form Ila. His parents have removed to Nelson.

Bretherton G. F.—Farington. Form IIIb. House League Team.

Parker R. M.—Farington. Form L.VI. Oxford School Certificate, 1932. Secretary
of Debating Society.

Salisbury W.—Cuerden. Form L.VI. Vice-Captain of House. Ist XI Cricket, 1932.
Oxford School Certificate (Honours), 1932.

Singleton F.—Cuerden. Form V. Ist XI Football, 1931-32. 1st XI Cricket, 1931-2.

SALVETE.

A. Briggs to Cuerden House.

E. M. Davies to Clayton House.

C. M. Marshall to Worden House.
V. J. Morland to Farington House.
Hilton, J. K. to Cuerden House.
Hobson, J. D. to Clayton House.
Priestnall R. H. to Farington House.
Rawcliffe R. to Farington House.
Whittaker S. T. to Cuerden House.

—— 00—

HOWLERS

A horizontal line is one that is perfectly flat.

A perpendicular line is a kind of a plum line which is perfectly straight.
What is a2 Gaul ? When you score at football.

A surface is a flat level surrounded by lines.

He had'a great gnash all down his face.
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PRIZE DAY, 1932

The first Prize Day in the new buildings was held on Friday, December 16th, 1932,
at 7.45 p.m., in the School Hall. Mr. A. J. Lomax, J.P., Vice-Chairman of the Board
of Governors, presided, and the prizes were distributed by Professor E. T. Campagnac,
M.A., Professor of Education in the University of Liverpool. The School Hall was well
filled and in addition to the Headmaster and Staff, the following Governors were present
on the platform : Messrs. H. B. Crozier, W. Nelson, H. Oldfield, Rev. T. H. Priestnall,
Mrs. A. K. Davies, J.P., and Mrs. James Todd, J.P.

The Headmaster, in his first annual report, stated that 76%, of the Vth Form entrants
last July obtained the School Certificate and 50%, of that number gained exemption from
matriculation ; three pupils in the VIth form obtained full Higher School Certificates
and thirteen pupils won “letters of success” in their subjects. He wanted to emphasise,
however, that examinations were not the sole consideration in the School’s work ; these
arbitrary tests could be taken in their stride by average pupils providing that the ground
work had been sound. There undoubtedly existed a strong demand on the part of employers
for the Matriculation Certificate ; he believed the school organisation was fully equal to
dealing with this demand. A good general education was, however, their real aim; he
believed that the future of this, as of other nations, depended absolutely on well and suitably
educated citizens. Any contribution towards the removal of such dire social obstacles as
unemployment, slums, poverty and ill-health was not only right, but also the soundest
practical investment that could be made in their corporate capacity.

The Headmaster continued by stressing the personal and social relationships which
should be cultivated at School ; the work of the classrooms, however important, was not
the greatest work. That lay in the development of ability to see things in the right per-
spective, and with a trained eye in accurate judgment of the world around them.

He wished to stress the importance of the Sixth Form period to pupils. What they
learned then was worth all they had learned in the lower forms. Members of the Sixth
Form, and especially prefects, acquired self confidence. and powers of leadership, two
essentials for entry into any profession or any branch of industry or commerce.

It was gratifying to note that there were now 254 pupils on the roll as compared with
the 165 who moved from the old School. It remained to be seen what effect the increase
of fees would have upon this tendency to expand.

The recent Board of Education Inspection had resulted in a very satisfactory verbal
report, which, he believed, would be followed by an equally pleasing official report.

Mr. A. J. Lomax, introducing Professor Campagnac, complimented Mr. Oldland
on his report for the year. Professor Campagnac, after distributing the prizes, asked his
hearers to consider why parents should hand over their children, about whom they cared
above most things in the world, to the care of other people for the most susceptible years

5



THE BALSHAVIAN Spring Term, 1933

THE BALSHAVIAN Spring Term, 1933

of their life. It was partly because fathers and mothers were too busy in their profession
or trade, partly because they felt themselves not qualified to teach specialised subjects.
The main reason, however, was that parents believed their children would obtain from
school, from the society of other boys and girls, something which even home could not
give—discipline and the moral training to be derived from a healthy routine.

There must in any case, however, be co-operation between parents and teachers and
that co-operation was and would be increasingly, he gathered, a feature of that school.

Professor Campagnac raised the question whether boys and girls tended to become
better and kinder at home or in ordinary life in proportion to their intellectual progress.
He thought they did, subject to the important condition that they learnt the habit of
humility to their scholastic acquirements. It was essential to remember that, however much
knowledge was gathered, there were others who possessed more ; they must learn reverence
for their subjects ; they had a great opportunity of laying up treasures which could never
be taken from them. Knowledge alone would not suffice ; virtue must accompany it.

Mrs. James Todd, J.P., proposed a vote of thanks to Professor Campagnac which was
seconded by the Rev. T. H. Priestnall. Mr. W. Nelson proposed, and Mr. H. Oldfield
seconded, a vote of thanks to the Chairman.

At various stages in the proceedings, the School Choir, under the direction of Miss
Rahill, sang “The Shepherd’s Song” (Godard), “The Lass with the Delicate Air” (IMichael
Arne), and “Linden Lea”( Vaughan Williams).

(The Speech Day Programme and Prize List is reprinted in full at the end of this issue).

ARMISTICE DAY SERVICE AT THE SCHOOL

The following message was read by the Headmaster at the Armistice Day Service,
held at the School :—

“Thirteen years ago men and women stood silent on the first anniversary of Armistice
Day, their hearts filled with deep personal emotions of pride and sorrow. It is not thus
that you, who knew them not in their lives, can honour the memory of those who died for
you. The finest tribute you can pay them is to fill that silence, not with vague and formal
sentiment, but with a determination with God’s help to carry on their work.

They died for freedom, for justice, for their country’s good ; for these ideals you must
live. They were forced to strive for them in war, though many knew what all men know
to-day, that war can never bring them. For war tramples on freedom and ignores
jt'mtice ;> and war is fatal to the good of all countries alike, combatant and non-combatant,
victor and vanquished. War is futile and destructive ; whereas peace is full of vigour
and purpose, the essential condition of human progress,
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But if you would preserve peace and make it a secure and certain thing, then you
must show the same courage and constancy, with which your fathers withstood the
assaults of the foe, in the longer and yet more desperate struggle against the common
enemies of mankind.

For peace is not secure ; everywhere fear, suspicion, selfishness and misunderstanding
lead men and nations astray. And in this distracted world the hopes of all who aim at a
sane and Christian solution of our troubles are centred in the one institution which can
overcome these evil tendencies, the League of Nations. In the League alone can the
principles which unite men fight with hopes of success against the prejudices which divide
them. That is the battleground where nations come together to struggle side by side
with those enemies which none of them can defeat unaided ; with wars and rumours of
wars, oppression and slavery, fraud and injustice, poverty and destitution ; fighting not
only for peace, but for all that makes peace worth while.

Yet if the League is to be powerful enough to save civilisation in the coming years it
needs the strength and vigorous support of every nation in it, above all the strength and
support of a great nation like our own, with her noble traditions of leadership and high
principle.

Strive, then, as your fathers strove, for freedom, for justice, for your country’s good.
In the two minutes of silence, look not backward only to those who made that noble
sacrifice, but forward to their ultimate reward, to a world where their descendants enjoy
all that they died to secure. And then determine to unite all your qualities of mind and
will in that noblest patriotism, which seeks for our country a glory based not on world-
domination, but on world-service, and the enduring gratitude and affection of those she
has helped to lead out of darkness into light.”

Hugh Lyon (Headmaster, Rugby School).

—_—

SKATING

On the smooth glassy surface of frozen lake,
’Midst a landscape of dazzling white,

Where the snowladen pines in the wind gently shake,
Are the skaters, a glorious sight.

They skim swiftly along like birds on the wing,
Now turning and posing with grace,

They seem to rejoice in the song their skates sing,
And the rush of the air on the face.

Oh, what can excel this exhilarating flight,
The joys of this swift thrilling run,
This smooth graceful motion in which all delight,

From morning to set of the sun ?
G. B. IIla (Farington).
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CLOUDS

The clouds, hill high, extend their range
In arches far, magnificent ;

Above, beyond, the shadowed ground
Unbroken, is their curves’ ascent.

On land and ocean they survey
The ceaseless wars of man,

And blindly go their alien way,
Winged by the wind’s broad fan.

On other, older scenes of strife
Has fallen their splendid shade,

Where Roland’s glory with his life
Ebbed in the mountain glade.

The horn of Roland sounds no more,
Beyond the fatal hill ;

He sleeps in the ring of pagan dead.
The hero’s voice is still.

Above, extends the selfsame sky,
Below, the battle plain—

But he who sought the warrior’s cry,
Would hearken all in vain.

The soaring sky—ships sail away
Beyond the realm of time,

And turn from man’s ensanguin’d play,
Indifferent, and sublime.

A.].B.

Gy

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW
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«“HOW DO YOU LIKE ENGEANDZE

“ Dry-n

Of course, I never really give that answer to the question which I am asked so
frequently. During my first weeks in England, I found the rain and dampness somewha
depressing. I began to wonder whether I could ever become accustomed to the weather.
Then, when I recalled the dry summers in the States, which resulted in loss of crops,
shortage of drinking water, and oppressive heat; when I thought of the vast areas of
land west of the Rocky Mountains, entirely useless without irrigation, I realized that it
was to this same wetness, about which people are so prone to grumble, that England owed
the enviable beauty of her green meadows and flowering gardens, so prevalent everywhere.

After all, what mattered most, was not whether or not I found England’s weather to
my liking, but whether, as an American teacher, I should find the experience of teaching
in an English Secondary School of mutual advantage to myself and to the students with
whom I was associated. I must admit, now, that it is altogether pleasant to find oneself
in the genial and happy atmosphere of an English school, where children actually regret
lengthy holidays, and are genuinely distressed to miss an evening’s homework ; where
an eager “ Please Miss ” is the response to every question, even from the most dilatory
scholar.

The English Secondary School corresponds to the Junior and Senior High Schools
in the Public School System of the United States. A child enters the Junior high school
at about the age of twelve, where he remains for three years. While there, he chooses
the course of study which he intends following in the Senior High School. Since the
schools are public schools, and the educational system is supported by the state, it is
compulsory for every child to remain in school until the age of sixteen. Consequently,
various courses are offered to the school child, including those which will be of use to the
individual who finds it necessary to leave school at the minimum age !

These courses are Academic, Commercial and Practical Arts. The first course pre-
pares the student for College or University training; the second, for office work; and
the last prepares the boys for various trades ; the girls, for household crafts.

(1) What part of the eye is the Cornera ?
(2) Which person in the lower school referred to Indigo-China ?
(3) Who makes the tuck shop a ““ tick ”’ shop ?

After leaving the Junior high school, the student enters the Senior high school where,
after an additional three years, he completes his training and receives a diploma which
is a certificate of his graduation from the Public Schools.

In American, we have vacations instead of holidays. The words may be different,
but I assure you—their effect is quite the same. Christmas holidays are not nearly so
long in America as in England, because there, it is necessary to attend school while the
weather is conducive to study. After the first of June, and sometimes even earlier, the
““sines ” become so hot (not to mention the cosines), that thinking in English is an

(4) Whether every other chair down the centre of the hall is to be upholstered ?
(5) What sixth form society disbanded owing to inflation ?

(6) Which theatrical company was represented at the Prefect’s Social ?
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