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THE SCHOOL FARM CAMP AT NATEBY
JULY/AUGUST, 1940.
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An Interloper.

Farrington and Wilkinson have trouble with Transport.
A Man’s Job (Ashcroft).

One of our Hosts.

Sefton takes charge of the Cooking.

A Break for Refreshments.

It’s a2 Good Life on the Farm. (Chew, Brinnand, Ashcroft, Porter,
Eckton.)
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EDITORIAL

After a year of war, we sit down, (still in our comfortable arm-chair) to ‘“‘take stock”
of our School activities. During the half-year since the publication of our last Magazine,
many 'tragic and historic events have taken place in the world outside—the invasion of
France, Belgium and Holland, and the intensification of war within our own shores ; yet
apart from occasional visits to the air-raid shelters (not unwelcomed by all), we have suffered
few inconveniences in our School Life. A glance at the list of School and Higher School
Certificate results will go far to prove that our scholastic activities have not been much
curtailed ; we were, however, fortunate in being able to return to School duties very soon
after the declaration of war

We have consequently much to be thankful for, and we are thankful ; and when we
give our pounds and pence to the “causes” to which we are asked to subscribe, we do so
generously and freely, knowing that we are helping to hasten the day when our School will
return to its normal life.

0

SCHOOL NOTES

PREFECTS OF THE SCHOOL.

Boys: Head Prefect: Hope, T. E. :
Prefects: Lloyd H., Sutton H., Thistlethwaite C. S. :
Sub-Prefects: Eckton R. E.; Lund H., Read D., Wilkinson G. T.

Girls: Head Prefect: C. M. Marshall.
Prefects: B. Hamer, M. W. Holding, A. Lee.

Sub-Prefects: J. Elliott, J. C. Howcroft.

report the death of Maureen Humble, a member of

It is with deep sorrow that we ; ’
- y missed by her friends, and we offer our deepest

Form 1B, on July 2nd: She is greatl
sympathy to her mother and father, and also to John.
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The whole School regrets the absence of Mr. Downer, our Classics master, who was
called up for military service in August. Before the publication of our next Magazine, others
of our Staff will in all probability have registered, thus increasing still further the list, already
numerous, of members of the Staff and Old Students serving in His Majesty’s Forces

We take this opportunity of welcoming Miss C. M. Fletcher, who has taken over Mr.
Downer’s duties.

Our Congratulations go to Norman Anderton, who has won an Open Exhibition to
Manchester University, a County Major Scholarship, and a John Stanning Memorial Grant :
also to Fred Haworth, who has won a Tate Open Scholarship in Science at Liverpool Univer-
sity.

On October 16th, a party from the School went to a presentation of “She Stoc.)ps' to
Conquer” by the Old Vic Company at the Plaza Theatre, Chorley. A further description
of this visit is included later in the Magazine.

On October 18th, Miss Esmé Church, a member of the Old Vic. Company, gave us
4 most interesting lecture on the subject of “The Old Vic and its Future.”

On November 13th, there was a lecture by Mr. Fitzgerald, of Manchc.:ster Universnf)’i
to the senior boys and girls of the School ; the subject was “Germany’s claim to a Colonia
Empire.”

On October 24th, a party from the Science VI paid a visit to Leyland Gasworks,
an account of which is included in this issue.

The School Gardening Society has continued to reap the fruits of its labour this
term ; products from the allotments have helped tc make for a pleasing variety in School
Dinners.

The Whitsuntide Schocl Camp at Derwentwater was this year a sorry disappointment
for all who came. Difficulties in the obtaining of equipment, in acquiring a site, in travelling,
and in rationing were all overcome and a record party arrived at the site hoping for a good
week of camping. Unfortunately we had only two nights under canvas, having to strike
Camp in about two hours on the Monday and return to Leyland for the emergency re-opening

of School on the Tuesday. For all concerned this was a very unhappy ending to our Sixth
School Camp.
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Mrs. Harrison, the School cook, left in November after nine years’ faithful and useful
service. She came to us when the system of hot dinners was Inaugurated, and it is Jarge]
due to her that they have been such a success. She now feels that she deserves a rest. ’%‘hz
School and Staff gave her a fireside chair and a tea service in recognition of her work here.

This year, the School Dramatic and Elocution Societies presented two one-act plays
on Saturday, May 4th ; they were “The Prince who was a Piper”, by Harold Brighouse ;
and “Elizabeth Refuses,” by Margaret Macnamara. A detailed description of the
productions is to be found elsewhere in the Magazine.

This term there was another Police Lecture to the School, given by an officer of
the Lancashire Constabulary ; it dealt chiefly with the new dangers on the rcad created by
abnormal wartime conditions.

The following eleven pupils received the full Higher School Certificate this year :

Anderton, N. G. (Distinction in History) ; Eckton, R. E. ; Haworth, F. (Distinction
in Chemistry) ; Hope, T. E.; Martindale, D.; Thistlethwaite, C. S.; M. B. Andrew ;
A. Lee; C. M. Marshall; M. E. Ryding ; ]. Shepherd.

Letters of Success were gained by : Mitchell, F. L. ; Pickburn, E. R.; P. M. Sagar

The following forty pupils received the Oxford School Certificate this year :

Ashcroft, Banks, Burgess, Butterworth, Carter, Gardner, Hoey, Hough, Johnston,
Lea, J. A., Meredith, McCann, Pinder, Read, Rigby, Rosbotha‘m, Shepherd, Tennant,
Wilkinson, B. Booth, A, Bradley, K. Bradshaw, O. Bretherton, P. Bngg.s, A. Chew, I. Cooper,
E. Downham, J. Elliott, B. Haigh, A. Hindle, E. Newsham, B. PlckPurn, B S‘I.larples,
J. Speed, D. Topping, M. Whitehead, D. Whittaker, F. Whittaker, E. Wilson, Y. Winter.

The annual Athletic Sports were “‘staggered” over a period of two days this year :
he boys’ events took place on April 25th, and the girls’ on April 26th. This arrangement
i yccssqry owing to the limited air-raid shelter accommodation for the spectators. The
§ necess:

= ted by Mrs. W. S. Woodcock.

prizes were distribu

W gratulate Farrington, E. and Brenda Sharples on their success in winning
-We con a Ho.

dorum .and the Vietrix Ludorum respectively.

the ez he House Championship Cup and the Relay Cup were both won_ by

This year t
Farington. , oS
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The Tennis Knock-Outs were won by Clayton, to whom we offer oy sincere
congratulations.

We congratulate Clayton on winning the Cricket Knock-Outs this year,

Farington were successful in winning the Rounders Knock-Outs this season.

The Merit Order was headed again this year by

Farington, who consequently ret
the Silver Griffin.

ain

We acknowledge the receipt of the following Magazines : Ashton-in-Makerfield
G. S, Wigan G. S.,, Wellingborough G. S., Blackpool G. S., Preston Park School,
Preston Convent School.

SALVETE

To Clayton House: M. Ball, E. W. Burnie, J. Coutts, E. C. Dixon, K. Farnsworth,
S. K. Guymer, J. Hankin, S. A. Haydock, V.

E. M. Lambert, M. R. Regan, Little, W. E
Meadows, A., Turner, H.

3

’1."0 Cuerden House: D. R. Ackers, D. Atkinson, M. Downham, B. Illingworth,
M. L. Lightfoot, J. L., Marsden, J. Parkin, E. Seers, A. Seers, E. Smith, B. White, Aspinall,
H., Bennett, A. H., Briggs, R. B

-, Davies, G. W_, Edmondson, P. W., Ellis, J. K., Heyes,
D. T., Knowles, S. A., Roberts, J. M.,

Sharples, R.
To Farington House: J. Balmer, M. V. Bamber, B. Greener, M. Grime, M. Maughan,
M. Parker, J. Proctor, M. L. Slater, K. Tray

Bailey, P, Bush, D., Hesk:

nor, A. Whelan, S. M. Williams, Bagot, J. G.,
Pye, W. H,, Skeldon, R,

ethr L') HOdge, D. B.
P., Thomley, M, E

To Worden House: J.E B
Jopson, M. Lund, H. K. Sharp,
Barker, G, Glover, R. H., Miller

» Hugkes, H., Moon, H., Newton, G. W. A,

retherton, J. E. Fraser, P. M. Fraser, M. P. Heaps, M.

M. Sharp, M. §. Thwaites, K. B. Tyson, Atkinson, D.
5 1%, 1D), Skilbeck, D.

—_———

VALETE
Certiﬁcate, 1935,

—U.VI. Cuerden H
Hi
HOCkCY- Colours -

igher Schoo] Ce
Hockey 1937.39.

o_use. Girls’ Head Prefect.
mﬁcate, 1938-40. Rounders’

Victrix Ludorum, 1936-1939.

House Captain. School
Captain, 1937. 1st XI
Tennis League Team.
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M. B. Andrew.—U VI, Farington House,. School Sub-Prefect. School Certificate,
1938. Higher School Certificate, 1940. Hockey 2nd XI. Tennis and Rounders League
Teams. Sub-Editor of “The Balshavian’.

M. E. Ryding—U.VI. Farington House. School Prefect. Ho_use Captain.cslchool
Certificate, 1937, Higher School Certificate, 1939-40. Hockey Capta.m. HOCk?I"V olours,
1938-1940. Rounders Colours, 1939-40. Rounders 1st IX. Tennis League Team.

P. M. Sagar.—U.VI. Farington House. School Sub-Prefect. School Certificate, 1938.
Tennis and Rounders League Teams. Hockey 2nd XI.

W. M. Carr.—U.VI. Fariﬁgton House. School Sub-Prefect. School Certificate; 1938.

Tennis Captain. Hockey 1st XI. Rounders 1st IX. Colours: Hockey, 1938-40, Rounders
1939.

M. Snape.—L.VI. Worden House. School Certificate, 1939. Tennis, Rounders, Hockey
League Teams.

Y. Winter—Va. Clayton House. School Certificate, 1940. Hockey League Team.
A. Hindle—Va. Farington House. School Certificate, 1940.
¥. Owen.—Va. Worden House. Hockey League Team.

D. Topping.—Va. Cuerden House. School Certificate, 1940.
Hockey 1st XI. Tennis Captain. Rounders’ Ist IX.

A. Glover.—Va. Farington House. Hockey 1st X1, Tennis 1st VI, Rounders Ist IX.

B. I. Booth.—Va. Worden House. School Certificate, 1940. Hockey 2nd XI. Rounders
League Team.

D. Crossley—Vb. Clayton House. Hockey League Team.
¥. Wood.—Vb. Farington House.

I. Cooper.—Vb. Farington House. School Certificate, 1940. Hockey, Rounders’
. Cooper—ND.
League Teams.

G. Roberts.—Vb. Worden House. Hockey, Tennis League Teams.

D. Bretherton.—Vb. Clayton House. Hockey, Rounders’ League Teams.

D. Bagshaw.—IVa. Cuerden House. Hockey League Team. ’

B. Lee.—1Va. Farington House. Hockey 1st XI. Tennis, Rounders League Teams.
H. E. S. Sayada.—I1Vb. Worden House.

4. Mason.—IVb. Cuerden House. Hockey League Team.

M. Deacon.—IVb. Farington House.
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A. M. Briggs—IVb. Cuerden House. Hockey League Team.
P. C. Gilleade.—IVb. Cuerden House.

B. M. Littler.—IIa. Farington House.

J. G. B. Savory.—IIa. Clayton House.

B. H. B. Savory.—Ia. Clayton House.

e '-‘l"df”m", N. G.—U.VL Cuerden House. School Certificate 1937, Higher School
Cemﬁcate 1.939. Open Exhibition (History) Hulme Hall, Manchester University, May 1940.
ounty Major Scholarship, July 1940. John Stanning Memorial Grant.
. .Hafcortlz. F.—U.VI. Cuerden House. Prefect. School Certificate, 1937, Higher School
Rertgﬁcate, 1939. Tate Open Scholarship in Science, Liverpool University, 1940. 1st XV
ugby. : '
: J[artinfiale, D.—U.VI. Cuerden House. Prefect. School Certificate, 1938 Higher
School Certificate, 1940. Training College Scholarship 1940. 1st XV Rugby.
Mitchell, F. L.—U.VI. Farington House. School Certificate, 1938. Sub-Prefect.

_Pickbum, E. R—U.VI. Farington House. Boys’ Head Prefect. House Captain. School
ggf;‘ﬁ‘;ﬂte, 1938. 1st XV Rugby, 1st XI Cricket, Ist IX Cross Country. Victor Ludorum,
-1939.

Farrington, E~—L.V1. Farington House. Sub-Prefect. School Certificate, 1939. lst XV
Rugby, 1st XI Cricket. Victor Ludorum, 1940.

. lf‘is/zer, W. ¥—L.VI. Cuerden House. School Certificate, 1939. 1st XV Rugby, 1st XI
TICKet.

Holme, R. V.—L.VI. Cuerden House. School Certificate, 1939. Rugby and Cricket
League Teams.

= Hoey, C. E—Va. Worden House. School Certificate, 1940. Rugby and Cricket League
eams.

2 Kenyon, F.—Va. Worden House. School Certificate, 1940. Rugby and Cricket League
eams.

Pinder, A. H—Va. Farington House. School Certificate, 1940. Rugby and Cricket
League Teams.

Rosbotham, T.—Va. Cuerden House. School Certificate, 1940. 2nd XI Cricket.
Asheroft, D.—Vb. Cuerden House. School Cettificate, 1940. 2nd XV Rugby.
Bamber, K.—Vb. Farington House. Rugby and Cricket League Teams.

Buzgess, §. A. D.—Vb. Farington House. School Certificate, 1940 ick
League Teams. 1st IX Cross Country. ¢ - Rugby and Cricket
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Johnston, F. §—Vb. Clayton House. School Certificate, 1940. Rugby and Cricket
League Teams. y

= Lea, §. A.—Vb. Farington House. School Certificate, 1940. Rugby and Cricket League
eams.

Morgan, H—IVb. Farington House.
Wilcock, R. B.—IVb. Worden House. Rugby League Team. 2nd XI Cricket.
Derbyshire, M. ¥—I111a. Cuerden House.

N O ——

THE SCHOOL FARM CAMP, 1940.

Within a few weeks of our return from the ill-fated Whitsun Camp, we decided to
have a second attempt in the Summer. Our decision this time was to run a Farm Camp.
The Lancashire War Agricultural Committee had issued an appeal to all Schools in the
County to run these camps, and allotted to each School taking part in the scheme a suitable
site. Our site was at Black Lane Head Farm, Nateby.

There were eighteen boys in our party, all over sixteen years of age. We anived

at the site with our equipment at about mid-day on Sat. July 27th. The weather had been
bad early in the morning but cleared long enough to allow us to pitch the tents and marquee.
Our site was scarcely an ideal one ; we faced due west with no sheltering trees and suffered
a good deal of buffeting from strong westerlies which brought with them an unpleasantly
persistent amount of rain ; the soil was very fine, offering little grip for tent pegs, and the
tent-poles had a nasty habit of sinking about a foot into the ground during the night ; in
the early days we were also the subject of much inquisitive exploration by sedate and solemn-
looking cows. But these draw-backs did not prevent us from enjoying life. We received
much help and advice from our farmer, Mr. Cross, who took a great interest in us throughout

our stay.

Each day the boys went out to work at neighbouring farms, the main work being
potato pulling. At the beginning of the first week this work was not easy to get. We were
the first Farm Camp on the site and farmers were not yet used to the idea of school boys
working for them. As the days passed we managed to get more and more work to do and
on some days we had not enough boys available to meet the farmers’ demands. We were

hen rain prevented us from doing much work. Where

unfortunate during the second week, w
farmers could work in the rain the boys worked as well, but much of the potato-pulling

needed fine weather. We had 10} working days, during which the boys put in a total of over
800 hrs. work. We had many words of praise from all the farmers, and one took the boys
orked for him, for an evening car run and then gave them supper in Garstang. From

who w !
e the Camp was an outstanding success.

the point of view of work don

We had at first had qualms about the
when Miss Whitehouse and Miss Whewell volunteered to come

cooking arrangements and were very much relieved
with us and take charge of

57



THE B;\LSI—!:\\'I:\A\'_ Autumn Term, 1940.

the catering. This side of the Camp activities was left almost entirely to them and the Camp
owed much of its success to their efficiency and untiring support. Mr. Downer did very
good work about the site and never failed to find interest in the rather monotous task of
chopping and sawing wood for the fire. He also did wonders in cutting and making sand-
wiches which the boys took with them for the mid-day meal. The evening meal was the most
important meal of the day and after a day’s work in the fields the boys had enormous
appetites. Of the “0.C. Camp” it was remarked that he was seldom if ever seen to be doing
anything.

Visitors called on us almost without a break, particularly at the week ends when we
had about twenty to see us. To nearly all we gave a cup of tea and some cake, whilst some
had a full meal with us. On these occasions the Camp took on the semblance of a summer
garden-party, and the spirits of all were light and cheerful.

In conclusion we thank all those, and they were many, who helped us in any way,
however small, and assure them that their support was very much appreciated by those in
Camp. To Mr. Blackburn, in particular, I wish to express my own thanks for his very ready
and willing help. When we found, on the Friday night before Camp, that our eq}11pm<?.nt
was marooned in a railway siding at Farington, he obtained a lorry, came to the station with
us and stayed with us until we had got back to Leyland. At Farington we had to unl?ad a
railway van, transport our Camp equipment on our backs along some fifty yards of cinder
track, up a steep slope and so on to the road and our lorry. This was no easy task for three
people, and few, even at the Camp, realised that had it not been for Mr. Blackburn we should
probably never have got our equipment until half way through the next week.

We returned to Leyland on Sat. Aug. 10th, with the knowledge that we had done some
useful work and with interesting memories of a fortnight ‘down Winmarleigh way’.

R.W.F.

—_—

(ELEBROLEDEVIE.

Lecture by Miss Esme Church.

Some time out of evil cometh good. It took a European War to bring the Old Vic to
Lancashire. It cannot be said that Balshaw’s failed to take advantage of the famous compilll)"s
visit. On Wednesday afternoon 16th October, 96 pupils and six of the staff went to the
Plaza Cinema, Chorley to see a brilliant performance of ““She stoops to Congquer.” On the
Friday we had the honour of 2 personal visit from Miss Esmé Church when the whole school
heard a lecture by that distinguished actress and producer (formerly principal of the Old Vic
Dramatic School) on “the Old Vic, its past and future.” Afterwards, over tea, the Head-
master and several of the staff, had a most enjoyable hour’s conversation with Miss Church,
consisting chiefly of “Do you remember So and So in Such and Such a thing?” her visit
concluding with a tour of our own dramatic records along the corridor and some very kindly
encouragement and advice to one or two of the pupils.
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Miss Church began her lecture with an account of the rise of the Comédie Frangaise
from Fhe Wandcring Company of Molieré to its present rank of perhaps the greatest schooi
of acting in the world. She told us of the terrors of audition, after graduation at the local
conservatoire, when no pupil is accepted unless one of the great players of the Comédie will
take him or her, of the thrilling experience of the novice when he z;ppcars on his first night

in his ﬁr:st big part xyigh a team of stars all helping to pull him through. As an instance of
the quality of Comédie Frangaise training she gave an example familiar to most of her

audience—Paul Muni.

The nearest approach to such a standard of acting and play production in England was
thle Old Vic. A famous theatre in the early 19th century it fell upon evil days in the time of
Dickens and Thackeray until Miss Emily Cons bought it in 1880 to give penny concerts to
keep the working class of the district out of the public houses. She was not very successful,
perhaps the entertainment was too prim, but in 1897 her niece Miss Lilian Bayliss
improved the concerts and from then the Sadler’s Wells Opera Co. arose.

It was in 1914 that Miss Bayliss decided to make the Old Vic a Shakespearcan Company,
and it set out on the way to world fame. In 1923 it achieved a world record, having performed
every one of Shakespeare’s plays by the time of the tercentenary of the publication of the
first folio. By now all the famous players, producers and scenic artistes of England and some
from the United States were proud to do their finest work here, and all this time the Old
Vic had kept its original purpose steadily in view, to give the people entertainment at a
price the people could afford ; and half a million people a year availed themselves of it.

In 1930 Miss Bayliss bought the Old Sadler’s Wells theatre, as Miss Cons had bought
the Old Vic, by public subscription, and here the Opera Company now had its own home.

In 1939 came the invitation of the Government to tour Portugal, Italy, Egypt, Greece
and Malta, as ambassadors of British culture. Most of the players in Chorley that week
had been on that tour. Another great experience of the Company was in 1937 when they
played ‘“‘Hamlet” (with Laurence Olivier in the title role) in the grounds of Elsinore, the

first English company to play there since Shakespeare’s day.

Miss Church concluded her lecture with an appeal for support of the theatre. The
Cinema gave excellent entertainment, but was after all an industry. You could not get
everything at Woolworth’s. There was no substitute for the living art of the theatre. “When
‘ask for the theatre in your towns and see that you get it™.

you grow up,” she said, *
C.S.H.

—_——

I etters From California

In common with many other girls at school T write to a girl in California, a girl I have

never seen, in a country I shall probably never visit and yet I feel I know her very well.

She lives in Whittier near Los Angeles and from the photographs it seems a very pretty
town with avenues of maple trees, overlooked by a hill on which stands a massive, framed
letter “W’” which represents «“Whittier””, and which can be seen for miles around.
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