“Hold, villain !'*

“THE BEAUX' STRATAGEM’ 29th March, 1041.
Archer :

“At one end of that gallery Lt

Boniface :
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§ § 2 German hordes press through Europe swallowing up country after country ; daily,
i lives are lost and beautiful buildings crumble to dust in the bombing of our cities. In the
ﬂp:* <3 midst of this havoc and destruction we at Balshaw’s are thankful to be able to go on normally
5& §§ with our activities.
O e When the good things of life are apt to lose importance in the physical struggle
for existence, we were happy that the School Play was again presented in spite of all difficul-
% ties.
<t A School Magazine that fulfils its purpose should be alive with the spirit of the School
S it represents. Though the departure of another of our masters and one of our school-fellows
g who went straight from working with us into the Army, brings the §igniﬁcance' of the war
B nearer to us, I am sure that as you read this issue of “The Balshavian” you will find that
no black shadow overhangs our happiness. Fire-watching, digging in the school garden,
helping with War Charities and other contributions to our war effort, which have become
Yo part of our school life, are all infected with a cheerful enthusiasm.
E‘é ?Z::% We realise that it is the companionship of our lives in School which makes these
2ag tasks easy, and that the work and play and opportunities of service connected with our
5 < b School make for happiness in these difficult times.
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I?uring the Autumn Term, we were pleased to entertain at the School some of the
troops in the neighbourhood one night a week. A talk was given on each occasion by a
member of the Staff and this was followed by light refreshments and a concert. We were
glad, too, to have the opportunity of welcoming them to a Christmas dinner at the School.

We 2l regret the absence of Mr. Fisher who was called to do work of national import—
ance last term. He takes a position in the Ministry of Supply.

o However, we are glad to have with us Miss F. Lewis, who has taken over Mr. Fisher’s
uties.

. On' D}ac. 13th, the Osiris Players gave a performance of *“ The Tempest”, an appreciation
of which is included in the magazine.

OIE.]aIl. 29th, a large party of pupils went to Preston to see “Macbeth” played by
the Old Vic Company with Sybil Thorndike and Lewis Casson.

On January 30th some instructive A.R.P. films were shown to the school, and on
February 3rd pupils were entertained by Ministry of Information films.

On March 5th, Mr. J. A. Petch, gave an interesting lecture to the whole School on
“Roman Britain”.

On Saturday, March 29th, the School Dramatic Society presented ‘‘The Beaux’
Stratagem” by George Farquhar.

On the last day of the Spring term the Prefects’ Social was held from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
in the School Hall. All Seniors including the Fourth Forms were invited and brought
contributions of food. We thank Mr. Hilditch for arranging this enjoyable party.

Over 200 pupils have been treated under the Diphtheria Immunisation Scheme.
The first injection took place at School on March 25th, and the second on May 2nd.

The gas mask of every pupil was thoroughly inspected last term by the local Wardens’
Service and necessary repairs were made to damaged filters and face pieces.
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During last term a system of fire-watching was arranged. Each night a master and
two senior boys are on duty. Beds have been placed in the Tuck Shop for use when there is
no ‘Alert’ and stirrup-pumps and buckets of sand and water are arranged at strategic points.
Also, masters and senior boys have received practical instruction in the use of the stirrup
pump and in dealing with incendiary bombs.

Netting is being fixed on all the windows as a precaution against blast.

From the beginning of this term the County Education Committee undertook to
defray part of the expenses involved in the provision of lunches at Secondary Schools. In
consequence, from 29th April, the cost of the school lunch was reduced to 6d.

This term, morning school again begins at 9 a.m. and afternoon school at 1.45 p.m.
Thus School Societies can recommence on Friday afternoons. Some changes have been
made. A Junior Dramatic Society takes the place of the Model Engineering Society and a
Knitting Society and a First Aid Society have been formed.

Again the Annual Athletic Sports will be held on two days. The boys’ events will
take place on Thursday, May 15th and the girls’ events on the following day. By these
arrangements air raid shelter accommodation will be available for all present.

During the local War Weapons Week, Savings Certificates to the amount of £32118/-
were bought at School. In the absence of Mr. Fisher, Mr. Parry directs the National Savings

Group.

At the end of the Autumn term over 200 articles of clothing were collected for evacuees
and 216 toys were brought by pupils and sent to Dr. Barnado’s Homes.

At Christmas time, some Senior boys helped to sort letters at the Leyland Post
Office and to deliver them. )

Clayton House must be congratulated on winning both the Hockey Knockouts and
Leagues and the Rugger Knockouts and Leagues.

Farington House headed the Merit Order last term and again retains the Silver
Griffin.
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Hockey Colours have been awarded to P. Briggs, B. Haigh and B. Sharples ; and
Rugger Colours to Hough, R., Lloyd, H., Sefton, K. and Sutton, H. We congratulate
them all.

Last term we received a very welcome visit from Mr, Downer.

We acknowledge with thanks the ‘Ashtonian’, the ‘Barbican’, the Journal of Farady
House, the Wigan Grammar School Magazine, the Preston Catholic College Magazine
and the ‘Ubique Reminisci’.

SALVETE.
To Clayton House: E. M. C. Jenkins, Duckworth, F. K., Richardson, K. D.
To Cuerden House: Burniston, J. D., Farnell, N., Powell, T. E.
To Farington House: J. Smith.
To Worden House: Bamford, E.
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VALETE (Girls).

A. Chew.—L.VI. Clayton House. School Certificate, 1940. 2nd XI. Hockey. Tennis,
Rounders League Teams.

M. H. Whitehead.—1.VI. Cuerden House. School Certificate, 1940.

M. Norris—Va. Farington House. Hockey, Rounders League Teams.

M. Bretherton.—Vb. Farington House. Hockey, Rounders League Teams.
E. D. Neville.—Vb. Cuerden House. Tennis League Team.

R. Taylor—IVb. Clayton House. Hockey, Rounders League T'eams.

M. Dawson.—IVb. Worden House.

F. ¥. Pinder—IVb. Farington House. Hockey, Rounders League Teams.
K. E. Draper—IVb. Clayton House.

E. Glover—IIIB. Farington House.

B. Greener.—Ia. Farington House.

K. Farnsworth.—Ib. Clayton House.
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VALETE, (Boys).
Sutton, H—U.VI. Clayton House. School Prefect. School Certificate, 1939. Rugby
Captain. Rugby Colours, 1938-41. Cricket Captain. Cricket Colours, 1939-40. Cross-

Country, 1st Team.
Banks, R—L.VI. Cuerden House. School Certificate, 1940. Cricket League Team.

Butterworth, D.—L.VI. Farington House. School Certificate, 1940.
Carter, +—L.VI. Cuerden House. School Certificate, 1940.

Hough, R. G—L.VI. Cuerden House. School Certificate, 1940. Rugby Ist XV.
Rugby Colours, 1940-41. Cross-Country, 1st IX. Cricket League Team.

McCann, A—L.VI. Farington House. School Certificate, 1940. Rugby I1st XV.
Cricket 2nd XI.

Meredith, §. W.—L.VI. Worden House. School Certificate, 1940. Rugby and Cricket
League Teams.

Read, D.—L.VI. Cuerden House. School Sub-Prefect. School Certificate, 1940
Rugby 1st XV. Cricket League Team.

Molyneux, A.—Va. Clayton House. Rugby 1st XV. Cricket 1st XI.
Chew, B.—Vb. Clayton House. Rugby 1st XV. Cricket League Team.
Daley, D. W.—IVb. Cuerden House. Rugby and Cricket League Teams.
Kelly. G. N—IVb. Cuerden House. Rugby and Cricket League Teams.
Morphet, K—IVb. Clayton House. Rugby 1st XV. Cricket 2nd XI.
Smith, C. N—IVb. Worden House. Rugby and Cricket League Teams.
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“THE BEAUX’ STRATAGEM.”

Our choice this year was unfamiliar to most of our audience, and indeed there can
be few sc'hool dramatic societies which have ever played it. Restoration comedy for school
presentation needs considerable editing, though there was no danger of the audience taking
the play seriously. They gazed for a time upon the amusing antics of a group of gaily
dressed puppets which had no connection with real life and they enjoyed them thoroughly.

$lihe Be.au.x’ Stratagem  has all the ingredients of a successful comedy, and it is
::;ZT;ZE ethalt it is not seen ofténe-r. I‘t has hig.hl._v dran.mtic situations, clear cut and easily
it wl-itte,: 1§ra01:ers and rolhc%ung if not brilliant dialogue. It is hard to realise that
chER ?I qul'lhar on h-lS .death bed. It lacks the elegant and vicious wit of
s Sher’idan aiez y in faclt pointing the way to the more hu'man comedy of Goldsmith
o ady, Bountiful and the sly old landlord Boniface are household words,
W Xnow that it was Farquhar who created them.

§
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The plot deals with the adventures of two young gentlemen, Aimwell and Archer,
who come down from London to repair their broken fortunes by finding wealthy brides.
With a capital of £200, unlimited assurance and the trick of masquerading as one another’s
servant alternately, they contrive to make an excellent impression. True, one of the young
ladies they manage to meet in Lichfield has a husband already, but he is only too willing to
part with her. Aimwell, who had posed as his brother Viscount Aimwell, finds he really
is the Viscount, and everyone at the end is thoroughly satisfied.

What undoubtedly gave the feeling of success to the show was the sparkling per-
formance of Jean Marland as Mrs. Sullen. It was the best performance by a girl since
Joan Iddon played Rosalind, and one of the best in the history of the Society. Maddening
and charming, capricious and wistful, and tearful and radiant by turns, one could both
marvel at Squire Sullen’s aversion and yet see his point of view. It seems ungracious when
so many tricks of intonation and gesture were delightful to add that her ‘“‘posture needs
care” as gym. mistresses say. Thistlethwaite as Squire Sullen played up to her splendidly,
.and the final quarrel scene which went at a great pace worked up to a grand climax which did
" really rouse the audience and for once gave the producer a genuine thrill. (It is one of the
few satisfying moments in a producer’s life to work up to a climax and find it #s a climax.)
Perfect too was it after a pause to hear the dry quiet tones of Lloyd, “‘and zow, Mr. Sullen—."’
If only it could be all like that ! This was Thistlethwaite’s first character part, and he seemed
relieved to shake off the hero’s burden and really let himself go. He was far the most
experienced in the cast and it was the best work he has done. Mr. and Mrs. Sullen lived

their parts.

The rest of the cast had played very little before and there were bound to be some
weaknesses as well as some pleasant surprises. In her first part Dorothy Ball as Dorinda
was very graceful and appealing, but until the interval she was difficult to hear, and she has
yet to realise how much it is necessary to emphasise and exaggerate on the stage, how much
concentrated energy it needs to “put it over.” However in the gavotte she certainly came
into her own. Here she really was Dorinda and outshone them all.

Wilkinson and Whitehead as Aimwell and Archer played well together and caused
plenty of fun. Wilkinson was appropriately languid and affected, and did far better on
Saturday than he had ever done before. He tends to slouch at times and might have played
with more energy and feeling in the scenes with Dorinda, but he improved steadily through-
out rehearsals and he was always trying. Whitehead has a clear voice and a good presence,
and did very well in his first show, if he did not seize all his opportunities. He was often left
with the “curtain line”” and it should be declaimed, if necessary stagily, but it should go
with a bang.

One of the big successes of the show was Florence Hutchings as Lady Bountiful.
Her walk, her tones, her gestures and motherly solicitude were just right. She came in
very modestly as a substitute for Betty Hamer, and we were very fortunate to have such an
understudy. An excellent bit of acting too came from Olwen Bretherton as the pert and
spirited Cherry, daughter of Boniface. She has considerable talent and could sustain
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a much heavier and more emotional part. Many noted too how Kathleen Wood tripped on
and off brightly as servant to the ladies, and never once tripped on and off at the wrong time.

As Boniface the landlord, Sefton had a good part, a part which he certainly looked,
though his performance was not quite so satisfying as his appearance. He has a good voice,
easily heard, but should cultivate greater variety of tone, pace and volume. He certainly
did not let the play down, and the audience liked him. Taberner as Gibbet the highwayman
and Dixon and Titley as his confederates were very popular and obviously enjoyed them-
selves. It was hard to say whether Gibbet was funnier when trying to be a gentleman
with a gentleman, or a gentleman with a lady. His facial expressions were a sheer joy, and
here may the producer add reluctantly that it was his own idea to look up and around for the
diminutive Foigard who was arresting him, a piece of business which got one of the biggest
laughs of the afternoon. It was surprising to find how amusing Foigard the French priest
was since there seems little in the part, and Webster deserves full credit for the air of imper-

turbable gravity with which he played it.

Lloyd, as the useful if colourless Sir Charles Freeman, brother of Mrs. Sullen, who
comes to clear everything up, was quiet and dignified, and not nearly so wooden as he had
been ! He manfully restrained his tendency to gallop his lines and above all he stood still.
There was very little fidgeting in fact by anybody, and this repose was a great achievement.
Gardner, another noble volunteer, made a valiant attempt to play Scrub and at times he.
did play him, but there was a lot more in the part. He can act and with more experience he

will learn what is effective and what is not.

In small parts Jean Elliott, Joyce Boothman, Edna Downham, Pat Howson, Pat
Turner, Mclver and Glover made their contribution to a very charming production. The
elaborate costumes, on which we must congratulate Miss Whewell and the parents, stood
out well against the simple panelled setting. At times the stage picture seen from the
gallery, was delightful, especially in the gavotte and the fainting scene. Mr. Bennison was
as usual a tower of strength as stage manager, and gave invaluable help in getting the
scenery ready. Our thanks go also to Miss Bartlett for teaching the dance which many said
was the best thing in the show, to Doreen Bradley who played the piano, to Miss Robinson
for the business arrangements, to Mr. Hewartson for the stage construction, and to Eckton
for the lighting. We must also thank Mr. Banwell (who made such a splendid job of the
villains), and Mrs. Winter for giving Mr. Wilkinson a hand with the make-up, and to Mrs.
Elliott for so willingly lending us furniture. Many seemed to think it was a risky and doubt-

ful business giving a play at all in these days, but a full and enthusiastic house gave us our
reward. @B
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EDASEBEIRENENS NICHT  VERBOMTEN:

Oh to be in England now that Hess is there !
For whoever wakes in England finds superior fare
To the ‘ersatz’ bread and inadequate beef
For which we must daily thank our Chief.
Herr Goering longs to bolt with his Frau
To England now.

And after Goering when Goebbels follows,
While the Gestapo in purges wallows,

We’ll all give talks to the Sunday Press

And be featured along with Comrade Hess,
Whom supple reporters with glamour endow

In England now !
—Anon.
(with apologies to Robert Browning).

MACBETH

By the Old Vic Company.

On Wednesday, January 29th, a party from School went to the Queen’s Hall, Preston,
where the Old Vic Company gave a performance of ‘“Macbeth,’’ in which Lewis Casson and
Dame Sybil Thorndike played the parts of Macbeth and Lady Macbeth.

It is strange to think that the performance in Preston of such a famous play by the
greatest repertory company in England was only made possible by the war : for it was the
war that caused the Old Vic players to begin their tour of provincial towns and cities. It
has been said that in war-time we should not become so occupied with immediate problems
that we give no thought to the future : we must rather look for improvements in our way
of life which can be carried out when the war is over. Here is an opportunity which ought
not to be missed; if we can see the Old Vic Company in provincial towns during war-time,
why should we not continue to do so when peace comes ? Such performances, we know,
are greatly appreciated. Formerly only a small and fortunate minority were able to visit
the Old Vic and Sadler’s Wells, because their performances only took place in London :
now that the Old Vic Company has come to us, it is our duty to see that we have even more
opportunities to see them in the future.

T.E.H., Form UVI (Clayton).
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LIGHTENED LOADS

We can’t always live in the sunshine,
We can’t always have the best ;
All of us at one time
Have sorrow as our guest.
Pain won’t always pass by you,
Smiles must give way to tears,
All our joys and happiness
Are overshadowed by fears ;
But the difficult way will be easier,
If our troubles with someone we share,
And our loads that weighed so heavy
Will be lighter then to bear.
D. P. Form IVa. (Worden).

AT SHEBIERERIBD SR

It was with rugs and blankets that we hurried to the shelter, for the alert had sounded
a few minutes ago. The drone of aeroplanes could be heard in the distance, and that distinct
throb told its own tale.

The usual guests had already arrived, and it was with a sigh of relief that we sat down
and made ourselves comfortable.

I studied the other occupants of the shelter. There was Mrs. Perkins, a fat jovial
woman who was engaged on a task which seemed endless-knitting a pullover ‘‘for the navy’’
as she put it-and by the looks of it I think it would be quite big enough. She had a daughter,
Elsie, a shy little girl whom I liked very much. The Joneses from next door-a regular Darby
and Joan couple-were also present. At last my eyes came to rest on a young man whom I
had never seen before. He had a shock of red hair and twinkling blue eyes, which I found
to my consterndtion were at the moment looking at me, and coming out of my day dream I
was conscious of someone saying :

(3

.. and this is Mr. Binks who has come to stay with us for a while”’.
“Oh, how do you do ?” I replied.

At that moment footsteps were heard outside and a little later in came our warden,
Mr. Burton,amanwhom I heartily disliked. He was a born I-told-you-so and we had termed
him Mr. Know-all (one thing he didn’t know). He had met Mr. Binks before and it was
evident as the conversation flowed on that there was no love lost between the two men.

“I wonder if that’s one of ours or one of theirs’’, Burton said suddenly. Then there
came a scream of bombs followed by loud explosions.
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