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THE CAST.—L. Scott, Audrey Bradshaw, K. Bartley, Joan Speed, E. E.
Salisbury, E. Vessey, Margaret Hunt, K. F. Sefton. Doreen Whittaker,
L. Dalton, B. R. Malcolm, Olwen Bretherton, K. M. Grayson, Jean
Elliott, Hilda Sage, Florence Hutchings, Muriel Holding, Joy Iredale.
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Bingley : ‘‘ Her eyes, her hair, her expression, her smile . . . . .

(Bingley) (Jane Bennett) (Kitty Bennett) (Wickham)
B. R. Malcolm, Florence Hutchings, ~ Muriel Holding, L. Dalton,
(Lydia Bennett) (Mrs. Gardiner) (Mr. Gardiner)

Hilda Sage, Margaret Hunt, L. Scott.

THE BALSHAVIAN

(The Official Organ of Balshaw’s Grammar School, Leyland).

Editor : A. Bradley. Sub-Editors : 0. M. Bretherton, M. W. Holding,
Shepherd, J.
VOL. XVIII.—No. 1. SUMMER TERM, 1942. PRICE 9d.

(During war-time this publication is restricted to two numbers a year).

EDITORIAE

The Summer Term, the best of them all, is here again. Under the warm glow
of the sun, trees put forth their leaves, there are primroses, violets, celandine in our hedgerows,
cows munch happily in the fields, the birds are busy, and there are shadows in the woods and
on the hills. At school we learn again the feel of racquets and cricket bats, and smell the
damp green piles of new mown grass.

But meanwhile this reawakening of nature, of every flower and tree, of our conscious-
ness of beauty, brings the struggling world to renewed violence on the field of war. It seems
the most that we at school can do to help our cause is little. German children, we say, help
on the land. What can we do? What have we to show ? Here is the difference—we do not
measure our help in tons of cabbages. We, who are fortunate to be at school have a greater
responsibility to fulfil. Here we must learn to think, to keep a balanced judgment and an open
receptive mind towards the aims and ideals which are moulding a new world.

SCHOOL NOTES

PREFECTS OF THE SCHOOL.
Boys :  Head Prefect : Lund, H.

Sub-Prefects : Gardner, R. J., Rigby, W., Sefton, K. F,, Shepherd, J.,
Grayson, K. M., Rawcliffe, F.

Girls :  Head Prefect : M. W. Holding.

Prefects : A. Lee, F. J. Elliott, ]. C. Howeroft, B. Y. Sharples, E. Wilson,
A. K. Bradshaw. >

The School was delighted to hear that in the Christmas holidays, Miss Bartlett was
married to Dr. Conroy, now of the R.AM.C. Pupils and Staff presented her with a coffee
table and coffee service.
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The Annual Athletic Sports were held in the School grounds on Saturday, May 2nd.
The weather and the condition of the ground could not have been better and we were fortunate
to have Lady Jackson to distribute the cups and shields. We heartily congratulate the Victrix
and Victor Ludorum —Brenda Sharples and Salisbury E. E.

On the 7th and 9th of May the Dramatic Society presented “Miss Elizabeth Bennett”,
(a play from “Pride and Prejudice”) by A. A. Milne. On both evenings the School hall was
filled with a very appreciative audience.

In the Spring Term the senior members of the school heard a most entertaining
lecture by Professor Pear on “The Present and Future of Speaking”.

On two occasions, Ministry of Information films were shown to the school.

On April 28th some twenty-six Balshavians heard the Danish violinist, Henry Holst
give a recital in Preston.

Accounts of all these events are included in the magazine.

Again we had a Carol Service at Christmas and a party for the carollers afterwards.
The Prefects’” Social took place at the end of the Easter term and was a great success.

Meanwhile our contributions to the war effort have been sustained.

During Leyland Warship Week our National Savings Group total was £1358/17/6.
We congratulate the winners of the Poster and Model competition held at the time—DMclver,
H., Webster, P. B., S. Maders, M. Lund, Malcolm, B. R., Bartley, R., Simpson, A. F.,
Simpson, N. W., and Carr, G. T.

Arrangements have been made to hold a concert sponsored by C.E.M.A. (Concert for
the encouragement of Music and the Arts) in the School Hall, on Tuesday, June 2nd. It will
commence at 6-45 p.m. and will consist of a Musical Diversion with Winifred Radford and
Frederick Woodhouse in a staged presentation of Songs, Duets and Dialogues including the
Folktale Opera ““The Three Wishes” (Music by Weber). The accompanist will be Grace
Shearer. There will be no charge for admission, but a silver collection will be taken, the
proceeds of which will be used by C.E.ML.A. to provide emergency concerts in bombed areas.

The Headmaster extends a warm invitation to all parents and friends of the school and
asks them to be kind enough to make the event widely known.
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Webster P. and Edwards, S., are to be congratulated on winning the Bronze Medallion
and Intermediate Certificate of the Royal Life Saving Society.

We all, especially those who stay to School Lunch, hope for more good results_ from Fhe
school garden this summer. Much of the ground has been dug over by staff and pupils during
the Easter holidays.

Our congratulations go to Dorothy Gardner on her marriage to 2nd Lieut. J. A. Blackwell,
R.A., and to Sidney Whittaker on his marriage to Miss Mahon.

Trees bought by old pupils continue to be planted round the school grounds.

Several of the Senior Boys gave help during the Christmas rush at the G.P.O.’s at
Leyland, Chorley, Longridge and elsewhere.

We have now resumed normal school hours and it is possible to hold society meetings
on Friday afternoons and to have games after school hours.

At the end of the Christmas term, the Headmaster presented Certificates of Merit to
pupils before the assembled school.

We receive visits from staff and pupils who are now members of H.M. Forces.

Owing to the paper shortage, copies of School Merit lists will not be included in the
‘Balshavian® in future.

Hockey Colours have been awarded to P. Briggs, B. Haigh, B. Y. Sharples, E. Wilson ;
Rugger Colours to Lund, H., Sefton, K. F., and Rigby, W. ; Athletics Colours to E. Neweham,

B. Y. Sharples, and Salisbury, E. E. We congratulate them all,

We congratulate Clayton House on winning the Rugger and Hockey Knock-outs, the
Rugger Leagues and on drawing with Farington in the Hockey Leagues. ;

We acknowledge the receipt of “Ubique Reminisci” and the Wigan Grammar School
Magazine.
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VALETE (Boys).

i Tennant, D. A.—U.VL. Clayton House. Sub-Prefect. School Certificate, 1939.
et Cricket 1st XI. Rugby 1st XV. Cross Country Team.

Porter, A. S.—L.VI. Farington House Captain. Sub-Prefect. School Certificate, 1940.
Cricket Ist XI. Rugby st XV.

s b Edmondson, W.—L.V1. Farington House. School Certificate, 1940. Cricket League
' Team.

Tonge, —Form Va. Cuerden House. Rugby 1st XV.

Burniston, §. D.—Form IVb. Cuerden House. Cricket League Team.

Standidge, G. F.—Form IVb. Farington House. Cricket and Rugby League Teams.

VALETE (Girls).

B. Haigh—U.VL. Clayton House. School Certificate, 1939. Hockey 1st XI. Rounders
15t IX. Captain of Tennis. Hockey Colours, 1940-41. Rounders Colours, 1941. Tennis
 Colours, 1940-41.

. Briggs,—U.VI. Cuerden House. School Certificate, 1939. Hockey 1st XI. Hockey
urs 1940-41 Victrix Ludorum 1941. Rounders and Tennis League Teams.

. M. Miller—U.V1. Farington House. School Certificate, 1938. Higher School

Whittaker—U.VI. Cuerden House. School Certificate, 1939. Hockey,
nnis League Teams.
—L.VI. Cuerden House. School Certificate, 1940. Hockey, Rounders

Vb. Worden House.
Clayton House.

Vb. Clayton House.

. Cuerden House.

SCHOOL Ist XI HOCKEY, 1941-42.
Back row : (left to right) : M. Garnett ; A. K. Bradshaw ; Z. Norris ;
M. D. Hunt; P. Howson; O. Bretherton; A. Deacon.
Front row : (left to right) : E. Wilson ; B. Y. Sharples (Capt.) ; Miss Bartlett ;
P. Briggs: A. Bradley.
Played Il ; Won 10; Lost I.

SCHOOL Ist XV RUGGER, 1941-42.
Back row : (left to right) : Singleton ; Dalton ; Shepherd ; Berry ; Meadows ;
Wightman ; Marginson ; Farrington.
Front row : (leftto right) : Porter ; Lund ; Sefton (Capt.) ; Rigby ; Salisbury ;
Edwards ; Riding.
Played 8; Won 2; Lost 6.



“Dulce et decorum est pro patria mort”

Pilot Gfficer B. &, Marland

:[T is with profound regret that we record the death on active
service in the Middle East of Pilot Officer R. G. Marland, only
sonof Mr. & Mrs. T. R. Marland, of Ribbleton Villa, Ribbleton

Avenue, Preston.

“Roy” as he was known to his associates attended the
school from 1928 to 1931, when his parents left the district. Those
who knew him best were not surprised that the call to service on
the outbreak of war should find him a member of the R.A.F. V.R.
After a spell of training he received his wings as a Sergeant Pilot in

May, 1940 and was commissioned in March, 1941.

He went through the Battle of Britain as a fighter pilot
after which he was with a squadron on the East Coast. He was
again transferred to the South and took part in many operational
fighter sweeps over France. Then followed service in the Western
Desert where during offensive operation he met his death.

H.J.L.

“Non sibi sed aliis”

Pilot Officer B. G.- Harland.

1928-31.
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LADY CATHERINE :
*Upon my word, you give your opinion very decidedly for so young

(Mrs. Collins)

Doreen Whittaker,

(Lady Catherine)
Joan Speed,

MR. BENNETT : I
““No one shall say we cannot supply female companionship.

(Mary Bennett)
oy Iredale,

(Mrs. Bennett)
Jean Elliott,

a person.”
(Colonel Fitzwilliam)  (Darcy) (Elizabeth Bennett)
E. E. Salisbury, E. Vessey, Olwen Bretherton,
(Miss Bingley) (Mr. Collins) (Sir W. Lucas)
Audrey Bradshaw, K. F. Sefton, R. Bartley.
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(Kitty Bennett) (Mr. Bennett)
Muriel Holding, K. M. Grayson
(Elizabeth Bennett)
Olwen Bretherton,

%
P

(Lydia Bennett)
; Hilda Sage,
(Jane Bennett)
Florence Hutchings.
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L. Procter.—Form IIIb. Clayton House.
N. Metealf —Form ITIb. Clayton House.
M. Yates.—Form Ia. Clayton House.

SALVETE.

S. Tattersall—Form Ib. Worden House.
E. Fernley.—Form Ib. Farington House.
A. Fuller.—Form I1la. Worden House.

O

“MISS ELIZABETH BENNETT”

This year’s School Play, “Miss Elizabeth Bennett”, was a version by A. A. Milne of
Jane Austen’s famous novel, and though still a period piece, introduced to us a vastly
different world from that of the somewhat ruffianly Elizabethan and Restoration atmosphere
of the older drama. Here rude farce, action, and heroic verse are forgotten ; everything is
on a smaller, a quieter scale, but in these enclosed waters little tempests arise, and scatter
tranquillity as effectively as in the most thunder tragedy.

Fortunately we had in Olwen Bretherton an Elizabeth able to feel and show the depth
of pride and resentment, stirred by the cold insolence of D‘Arcy, as well as the softer feelings
which gradually replace her anger. This Elizabeth held the play together as she should, and
had the audience completely with her throughout.

Vessey shouldered the thankless role of the hero with considerable success ; by
his reserved manner and limited gestures he conveyed a good deal of D’Arcy’s pride, while
in the Park scene and again in the final scene he showed possibilities of a more amiable kind.

Jean Elliott was another success as Mrs. Bennett ; she had the right motherly touch,
spoke out well, and showed plenty of confidence, giving the audience their chance to hear
and appreciate the humour of the part, which they did.

The humours of Mr. Collins were also put over with spirit by Sefton : his bowing
and scraping, affability and servility, were much to the taste of the spectators ; if he was
a little more pleasant than the real Mr. Collins, it was at least a fault on the right side, and
one felt the less sympathy for Doreen Whittaker as his forthcoming helpmate ; Doreen
put plenty of life into this small part.

As Mr. Bennett, Grayson looked well, had the right soberness and economy of
manner, and only needed to speak out a a little more. Malcolm had the pleasant manner
and voice necessary for Bingley as the foil to his disagreeable friend ; Dalton also looked
well and had a touch of twinkling humour in his villainy which relieved the painful scene
with D’Arcy of a good deal of its sordidness. Hilda Sage supplied the essential touch of silliness
for Lydia very cleverly, and Florence Hutchings gave her usual reliable and sympathetic
performance as Jane. -



THE BALSHAVIAN Summer Term, 1942

The Lady Catherine of this version (unlike the film,) maintains her coldness and
dignity to the bitter end and well did Joan Speed adhete to the spirit of the original ; the
duel between her and Elizabeth was fought without buttons, and made one of the most
effective scenes. Joan also provided much amusement by het less mortal combats with Mr.
Collins over the elusive “Fish” for which they played so solemnly at Rosings.

A. Bradshaw and M. Holding showed the right dignity and kittenishness in their
respective parts, Bartley did well as Sir William, and Joy Iredale, Scott, Salisbury, and M.
Hunt, also pleased as their opportunities allowed. A.].B.

“Miss Elizabeth Bennett”, a play based on Jane Austen’s novel “Pride and Prejudice”
was the Dramatic Society’s choice of a play for 1942.

Like most plays adapted from books, the interest lies in characterisation and dialogue,
rather than in the plot and the development of dramatic situations. Such a play needs
intelligent and sensitive production and acting, and a high degree of “‘polish” with rega_rd
to movement, intonation, and expression, if the characters are to have that individuality
which will make them live for the audience.

It was these two qualities which made the performance of the play so successfull and
so thoroughly enjoyable. The play was well cast, and all the players showed an intelligent
understanding of their parts, and a spirited rendering of them. The major characters—Mr.
and Mrs. Bennett, Elizabeth, Jane, D’Arcy, Bingley, and Collins “carried” the play, as they
should ; but the “thumb-nail sketches” of the minor characters were equally well rendered,
a fact which made a vital contribution to the evenness of the play as a whole. Lydia (Hilda
Sage), and Kitty (M. Holding) were appropriately and amusingly foolish, without burlesqu-
ing their parts; a very pleasing performance came from Doreen Whittaker, as Charlotte
Lucas, especially in the Hunsford scene with Elizabeth ; while Margaret Hunt conveyed
the homely and kindly character of Mrs. Gardiner excellently, though only on the stage for
a few minutes.

The grouping and movement were throughout artistic and natural, especially in
the “Rosings”’ scene where there were almost two scenes going on concurrently. The finish
of the play as a whole owed much to the excellent “‘team-work” behind the scenes : ‘The
scenery and settings so admirably arranged by Mr. Hewartson; the girls’ costumes, delight-
fully designed and executed by Miss Whewell and Miss Whitchouse, in the very t.eeth' of
obstacles arising from ““coupon” restrictions ; the carefully chosen music under the (hre_cnon
of Miss Robinson; last but not least, the energetic and willing services of the scene shifters
under the direction of Mr. Bennison, and the essential tasks of prompter and call-boy,
performed by Pat Howson and Mclver. Miss Milroy and Miss Lewis are to bf: warmly
congratulated on having seen a difficult but worthwhile enterprise to a triumphant
conclusion. M.H.

~ The Dramatic Society owes a great debt of gratitude to all those whose help contributed
30 largely to the success of the play.
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Our thanks go'first to Mr. Bennison, who never failed to have everything in the right
place—at the right time—even including the Producer ; to Mr. Parry for supervising the
lighting ; to Miss Whewell and Miss Whitehouse for supetintending the costumes before
and DURING the performances ; to Mr. Hewartson and all the boys who erected the set ;
to Mr. Wilkinson for applying the grease-paint and powder ; to Miss Royle for matching
and attaching side whiskers ; to Miss Robinson for managing the money and music. The
list is a long one—it must also include the prompter—Pat Howson ; the call boy—MeclIver ;
the curtain hand—Sharples ; the team of scene shifters and all friends who kindly lent

furniture and properties. AM.&F.K.L.
0
THE HOLST ‘CONEERIE
Sonata in G Minor ... iy Tartin:
Concerto in E Minor ... Mendelssohn
Caprice in E Flat e L Tartini
Variations on an original theme ... Paganin:
Romanza Andaluza ... .... Sarasate
Zapateado el Sarasate
Un poco triste = Suk
Burleska bt Suk

As Mr. Henry Holst said, music is not rationed ; and, taking advantage of music’s
relative immunity as compared with mutton and margarine, this celebrated Danish violinist
with expansive good humour, served to us a veritable royal feast of violin playing. For two
hours we were regaled with all the refinements of the fiddler’s art. Did you want sparkle
and brilliancy ? You had it in the last movement of the Mendelssohn violin concerto. Were
you in sentimental mood ? Very well, Mr. Holst, as obliging as the Wandering Minstrel,
gave us the Romanza Andaluza of Sarasate. Had you come in search of dazzling tech-
nicalities, of harmoniees and pizzicatos ? Our guest provided Paganinie’s Variations. Were
you in a mood for stately classical melody ? Tartini’s *“ Devil Trill” Sonata, given to celebrate
the 250th anniversary of the composer’s birth, was a happy choice. Or perhaps you preferred

extravagance and thrills ? Joseph Suk’s Burleska and the Zapateado of Sarasate gave you
all you could wish for.

The recital took place at the Park School, Preston, on Tuesday, April 28th. The
Preston Chamber Music Society sent an invitation to the School, and about two dozen
Balshavians took advantage of the offer. It was a memorable evening. We wonder what
were the reactions of those in the audience who aspire (secretly) to fame and fortune through
their fiddles ? Beginners, no doubt, were duly inspired with a tremendous fire of enthusiasm
to get to work immediately and catch up to Mr. Holst ; after all, it looked fairly easy, with
a bit of practice | Moderate players, poor things, must surely have been severely discouraged.

As for the good players—we can only suppose they were duly grateful for the new avenues
opened up.






