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THE SCHOOL FARM CAMP AT WINMARLEIGH--AUGUST, 1942. 

1.-A group around the Dixie. Mr. Oldland, Jane and Jackie Helme, Webster, 
Mrs. Fisher and Mr. Bennison. 

2.-- Meadows is not interested in Lund's shaving. 
3.--Sefton with a trusted friend. 
4.-A farewell gathering. 
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EDITORIAL 
Now we have launched our offensive and the news makes this Christmas 

term more cheerful than the last. However, it brings the severest of all tests, not 
only of arms and strategy, but also of courage and endurance and our thoughts are 
with the old pupils and staff of the school who are called to take an active part in 
this stirring occasion. 

Meanwhile an editor's task in war-time is not very happy for many contri­ 
butors will be disappointed that there is no room in the magazine for their good 
original work. But these curtailments of a full school life must be borne for a 
little longer. Perhaps too we sometimes feel an unreality in our work and are 
unable to reconcile the study of Latin or Algebra to a world alive with action. But 
these are fleeting feelings and to most of us our round of lessons, followed by 
rugger and hockey, is a happy one; and we are grateful for the opportunities 
given us of developing our faculties and forming a clear and unprejudiced view of 
life which will be our own. 

---o--- 

SCHOOL NOTES 
PREFECTS OF TIHE SCHOOL. 
' 

Boys : Head Prefect : Gardner, R. J. 
Prefects : Shepherd, J., Grayson, K. M. 

Sub-Prefects : Dalton, L., Malcolm, B. R., Whitaker, J. G., 
Wightman, G. 

Girls : Head Prefect : B.Y. Sharples. 
Prefects : J. C. Howcroft, A. Bradley, E. Newsham. 

Sub-Prefects : M. D. Hunt, A. B. Sage, D. Whittaker. 
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We are delighted to hear that this half-term Miss Whitehouse was married 
to our mathematics master, Mr. Fisher, who is now serving in the R.A.F. We 
offer our best wishes to Mr. & Mrs. Fisher. 

We have heard also of other Balshavian weddings which took place recently. 
Sub-Lieut. A. Briggs, B.Sc., R.N.V.R. was married to Marjorie Baybutt, S.R.N. 
and Gordon Nelson to Joan Iddon. Stephen Lloyd has married Miss NI. Milican 
of Exeter, Louie Ratcliffe, Mr. F. Brooker, and Phyllis Ainsworth, Mr. A. G. 
Moffat. 

Our very sincere congratulations go also to Mrs. A. H. Smalley (nee Lilias 
Lomax) on the birth of a son, Ian, last August; and to Mrs. Allibone (nee Alice 
Nuttall) whose daughter ·was born in the same month. Alice's husband, Frank 
Allibone, is also an old pupil of the school. 

We are proud to hear that A.C.l J. C. Lewis has been mentioned 
in despatches. John Lewis was a pupil of the school from 1933 to 1937. 

In the Summer holidays members of the School Farm Camp again worked 
on a farm near Garstang. An account of its activities is included in the magazine. 

On May 21st, a party of Senior Students and Staff saw "The Merry Wives 
of Windsor" played by the Old Vic Company at the Hippodrome Theatre, Preston. 

On Oct. 27th, a party of Sixth Formers and Staff attended a concert given 
by the String Quartet led by Henry Holst at Winckley Square Convent, Preston. 

On May 14th, the Osiris Players presented "The Merchant; of Venice'' in 
the School Hall. 

There have also been two C.E.M.A. Concerts at the School i the evening· 

On October 8th, Mr. J. H. Koens gave an Imperial Institute Lecture on 
"Sou th Africa" 

On May 20th, Commander Elwell-Sutton gave a lecture on "Canada". 

On May 18th, the senior boys heard a lecture by a Naval Officer. 

On October 23rd, Miss Legge of the Zoological Department of Manchester 
Museum gave a lecture on 'Russia, 

Ministry of Information Films have also been shown to the school from time 
to time. 

The 'Two-Minutes' Silence was observed throughout the School on Armistice 
Day, Nov. 11th. 

We congratulate all those who were successful in last term's Public Ex­ 
aminations. 

The following eleven pupils received the full Higher School Certificate :­ 
Lund, H.; Rigby, W.; A. Bradley; E. Downham; J. Elliott; M. Holding ; 
J. Howcroft; A. Lee ; B. Pickburn ; B. Sharples and E. Wilson. 

The following eighteen pupils received the Oxford School Certificate :­ 
Dalton, L. W.; Dixon, A.; Farrington, E. ; Meadows, J. E. ; Riding, C. ; Wight­ 
man, G.; B. Barnett; I. Hall; 0. Hurlstone ; K. Jopson ; J, Kennedy; J. Lea; 
D. N. Pearce; E. Rutter; H. Sage; B. Skelton; E. Speed; J. Todd. 

We congratulate Annie Lee, Lund and Rigby who were awarded State 
Bursaries in Science to London, Sheffield and Liverpool Universities respectively. 

Our best wishes go with those who have entered colleges this last Summer:­ 
M. Holding who is at Goldsmith's College, E. Wilson at Avery Hill College, 
J. Elliott at Homerton) College, A. K. Bradshaw at Athol! Crescent, Edinburgh, 
Lund, H. at Sheffield University, A. Lee at London University (Bedford College), 
and Rigby, W. at Liverpool University. 

Our contributions to the war effort have been sustained-contributions to 
war charities are generous; our National Savings Group and vegetable garden are 

There have been some good lectures during the last half year. flourishing; the fire-watchers carry on with their work. 
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We always like to receive visits from Old Balshavians now in the Forces and 
we hope that the Roll of Service is now up to date. 

'The Admirable Crichton' by J. M. Barrie has been chosen for production 
in the spring by the Dramatic Society. 

Edna Wilson and Anne Bradley won the final of the Tennis Tournament. 

We must congratulate those who have been awarded Colours : M. Hunt 
and B. Sharples who win Tennis Colours : E. Wilson, B. Sharples, B. Pickburn 
and F. Hutchings Rounders Colours and Sefton and Gardner Cricket Colours. 

Clayton House won the Cricket Knockouts and Leagues. Farington won 
the Tennis and Rounders Knockouts and the Rounders Leagues. Clayton won the 
Tennis Leagues. 

\ 

We acknowledge with thanks the receipt of the following magazines : 'The 
Ashtonian', 'The Hoghtonian', The 'Ubique Reminisci' and the magazines of the 
Park School, Wigan Grammar School and Ormskirk Grammar School. · 

VALETE (Boys). 

Lund, H.=-U.VI. Head Prefect. Worden House Captain. School Certificate, 
1939. Higher School Certificate, 1941, 1942. State Bursary in Physics, 1942. 
Rugby 1st XV. 

Sefton, K. F.-U.VI. Clayton House Captain. School Prefect. School 
Certificate, 1941. Captain of Rugby 1941. Captain of Cricket 1941-42. 

Rigby, W.-U.VI. Cuerden House Captain. Sub-Prefect. School Certificate, 
1940. Higher School Certificate, 1942. Training College Scholarship, 1942. State 
Bursary in Physics, 1942. Rugby 1st XV. Cricket 1st XI. • 

Rawclijfe, F.-L. VI. Cuerden House. Sub-Prefect. School Certificate, 
1941. Cricket 1st XI. Rugby 2nd XV. 

Bai-tley, R.-L.VI. Farington House. School Certificate, 1941. Cricket 
1st XI. 

Meadows, ].-Va. Clayton House. School Certificate, 1942. Rugby 1st 
XV. Cricket League Team. 

Busfield, A.J.-Va. Clayton House. Rugby and Cricket League Teams. 

Hinchcliffe, R. T.- Va. Clayton House. Rugby 2nd XV. Cricket League 
Team. 

Richardson, B.L.- Va. Claytor House. Rugby and Cricket League Teams. 
Vessey, E.- Va. Cuerden House. Rugby 2nd XV. Cricket League Team. 

Sharples, A. R.-Va. Clayton House. Rugby and Cricket League Teams. 

Dixon, A.-Vb. Clayton House. Rugby 1st XV. Cricket League Team. 

Graham, G.-IVa. Worden I-louse. Rugby and Cricket League Teams. 

Hesketh, L.-IVa. Farington House. 'Rugby and Cricket League Teams. 

Kirldiam, J. L.-IVa. Farington I-louse. Rugby and Cricket League Teams. 
Catterall, J. R.-IVa. Worden House. Rugby and Cricket League Teams. 

Marsh, A.--IVa. Cuerden House. Rugby and Cricket League Teams. 

Marginson, C. W.-IVb. Clayron House. Rugby and Cricket League Teams. 
Griffiths, R.-IIIb. Farington House. Rugby League Team. 

VALETE (Girls). 

M. Holding.-U.NI. Head Prefect. Worden I-louse Captain. School 
Certificate, 1939. Higher School Certificate, 1942. Training College Scholarship, 
1942. Hockey and Tennis League Teams. 

E. Wilson.--U.NI. Cuerden House. School Prefect. School Certificate, 
1940. Higher School Certificate, l!).J.2. Training College Scholarship, 1942, 
Captain of Rounders. Hockey 1st XI. Tennis 1st VI. Rounders Colours. 1941-4:?. 
Hockey Colours, 1942, 

A.Lee.- U.NI. Cuerden House Captain. School Prefect. School Certificate, 
1938. Higher School Certificate, 1940, 1941, 1942. State Bursary in Physics, 1942, 

J. Elliott.-U.VI. Worden House. School Prefect. School Certificate, 
1939, 1940. Higher School Certificate, 1942. Hockey, Rounders and Tennis 
League Teams. 

A. Brads!taw.-U.\TI. Farington House Captain. School Prefect. School 
Certificate, 1940. Hockey 1st XI. Rounders and Tennis League Teams. 

O. Bretherton.--U. VI. 
Editor of "The Balshavian ". 
Teams. 

Worden House. 
Hockey 1st XI 

Autumn Term, 1942 

School Certificate, 1940, Sub­ 
Rounders and Tennis League 
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J. Speed.-U.\TI. Worden House. School Certificate, 1940. Hockey, 
Rounders and Tennis League Teams. 

F. Hutchings.--L.VI. Clayton House. School Certificate, 1941. Rounders 
1st IX. Hockey 2nd XI. Tennis League Team. 

B. Skelton.--Va. Farington House. School Certificate, 1942. Tennis 
League Team. 

I. Hall.--Va. Worden House. School Certificate, 1942. Hockey and 
Rounders League Teams. 

J. Todd.-\Ta. Farington House. School Certificate, 1942. Tennis League 
Team. 

K. 'Jopson.--Va. Worden House. School Certificate, 1942. 
j. Kennedy.--Va. Worden House. School Certificate, 1942. 
E. Rutter.--Va. Cuerden House. School Certificate, 19-1,::!. 

J. Roocroft.-Va. Worden House. Hockey and Rounders League Teams. 

B. Dewh.urst.-Va. Clayton House. 

D. Bradley.-Va. Cuerden House. 
B. Speed.-Vb. Worden House. School Certificate, 1942. 

E. Whistlecroft.-Vb. Cuerden House. Hockey and Rounders League 
Teams. 

M. Ryding.--Vb. Cuerden House. 

D. Appleby.-Vb. Farington House. 
J. Smitlz.-lVa. Farington House. 

Z. Norris.--IVb. Farington House. Hockey 1st XI. Rounders 1st IX. 
Played for Tennis 1st VI. 

D. Sowerbutts.-1\Tb. Farington House. Hockey and Rounders League 
Teams. 

D. McKittrick.-IVb. Clayton House. 

A. Seers.-IIIa. Cuerden House. 

D. Bibby.-Clayton House. 

E. Dixon.-Ilb. Clayton House. Hockey Junior XI. Hockey and Rounders 
League Teams. 

E. Seers.--Ib. Cuerden House. 

S. Hartley.-- Ia. Clayton House. 

SALVETE. 
To Clayton House : M. Bamber, A. A. Fazackerley, B. Fisher, W. M. 

Harrison, F. J. Rodda, J. Thompson, M. E. Bennett, J. Farrer, N. Riding, Ball, A., 
Decconsall, J., Broadbent, B. G., Brown, A., Fisher, B., Jameson, R., Parker, E., 
Ogden, D. G., Watkinson, A., Sparks, E. P. 

To Cuerden House : B. M. Hargreaves, J.C. Heald, C. Holmes, K. Rushton, 
E. J. Winrow, E. Blogg, J. Hardacre, R. Sumner, Place, J., Vickers, E. S., Womar, 
A., Yates, N., Allsupp, J. S., Bond, J., Busfield, H.J., Fowler, E. D. 

To Farington House : D. L. Stamper, M. Acton, I. Brown, D. Holden, 
A. Whittle, Haydock, F. S,, Hinchliff, G. D., Holden, J., Kay, S., Lavendar, R., 
Linley, J. E., Mathews, E., Milligan, A., Swift, N. 

To Worden House : M. B. Langton, S. Lawson, M. E. McQuaid, J. H. 
Miller, E. Nelson, B. Norris, B. Rawcliffe, D. Teale, C. Baxter, R. Crompton, 
V. Newsham, C. M. Withnell, R. Parkinson, D. M. Dickinson, Taylor, B., Wright, 
J. P., Moores, G. 

---o--- 
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THE SCHOOL FARM CAMP. 
August 8th--22nd, 1942, 

The Farm Camp this year was again held at Island Farm, Winmarleigh 
where Mr. and Mrs. Helme showed us great hospitality. 

The weather started off unfavourably enough, raining as it did just when we 
had finished pitching the tents on the Saturday, and continuing to rain most of the 
following day. By the ingenious use of trenches and straw we were enabled to keep 
the tents fairly dry even though the ground directly outside the marquee soon 
became a quagmire. Here we must pay tribute to the Ministry of Works and 
Buildings which supplied all the equipment for the camp. Everything was brand 
new and stood up to the weather well. 

On the Monday morning the boys sallied forth in parties to their respective 
farms to start their first day's work, Mr. Oldland having previously been round to 
the local farms to fix up employment for them. The work was, for the most part, 
pulling potatoes or, to use the local equivalent, "prater pickin' ". There were some, 
however, who entered upon the ancient crafts of "fog huntin'," 'thistle burn pin·," 
and ''tarf owkin'." 'This last word is never written down, only pronounced, accord­ 
ing to one of the locals, and therefore the writer cannot vouch for the correctness 
of the spelling. The work necessitated a certain amount of skill but the boys soon 
got into the way of things and by the end of the fortnight there were many who 
could be classed as "mons". Needless to say, however, there was plenty of eagerness 
displayed when knocking off time came round. The rain did not impair work 
seriously, the boys getting in nearly 800 hours during the fortnight, a figure slightly 
below that of last year. 
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A number of records were created during our stay. Two boys got up a ton 
of potatoes in six hours, a feat which aroused considerable rivalry. For those who 
had no opportunity of record breaking in this direction, there were always the cycle 
runs from Pilling to camp. The quickest time for this course remained in the 
hands of Lund and Gardner (although Mr. Bennison would not agree, we feel 
sure). Fishing was a pastime indulged in by those who preferred the gentler art. 
Sefton managed to land a fish of S½ inches, which by a good deal of stretching was 
eventually made to exceed the minimum length of 9", imposed by Miss vVhewell, 
for fish entered for a prize. Speaking of records we feel sure Mr. Bennison must have 
broken one or two when the water bailiff decided to pay a visit to the fishing ground 

There was plenty of time to spare at nights and numerous trips were made. 
One evening it was decided to pay a visit to the Institute Cinema at Garstang. 
Fifteen of us went and after finding suitable cycle accommodation, went in. We 
took up a whole row right across the middle of the building. The films themselves 
were amusing, but the biggest laugh of the evening was caused by a whole row of 
people getting up at 9.30 p.m. prompt and marching out of the building. 

A party paid a visit to Nicky Nook on another occasion under the direction 
of Mr. Bennison. It was a wonderful sight to see the sun setting over the sea through 
a cleft in the hills. 

Miss Whitehouse and Miss Whewell are both to be congratulated on their 
very efficient handling of the food problem. Everyone got plenty to eat, and we 
might say that it took all of the jug of tea supplied by the farmers at dinner time to 
get the generous amount of sandwiches down. 

We could speak at length of many other incidents which went to make up 
a most enjoyable time. We could talk about the man who was always trying to 
extract a cigarette from his mate and having obtained that commodity persisted in 
borrowing a match. We could speak of the enjoyment derived from Mr. Oldland's 
reading of the gossip column in the daily newspaper. We could speak of many an 
enjoyable evening spent in vain attempts to catch rabbits by stealth, and also of an 
excellent bit of sales talk on the part of Wightman concerning a pair of live leverets. 
Space, however, does not allow us to digress too freely. We will speak, however, 
about the magnificent repast which we were invited to do justice to by Mr. and Mrs. 
Helme. The amount consumed was astonishing, even to the most gluttonous of 
us. After the feed the rest of the time was spent in playing whist and other assorted 
games. A sing-song rounded off the proceedings and the singing of Auld Lang 
Syne provided a fitting conclusion to our last night spent in camp. 

The next day we were off ; but it does not take much to reawaken memories 
of eels sizzling in the frying pan, and the intimacy of conversations held 111 the 
yellow light of a hurricane lamp while the heavy canvas walls of our temporary home 
flapped idly in the night breeze. 

J.S., Form U.VI. (Cuerden). 
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THE BLIZZARD. 
The snow is floating gently to the ground, 
And powdering the face of Mother Earth, 

And there is not a whisper from the stark trees; not a sound, 
Nor breath of wind to cry the Summer's dearth. 

The trees are black against a starry sky, 
The dead leaves flutter gently to the white, 

The wind begins to whistle in the distance, and the cry 
Of owl, and howl of wolf, disturb the night. 

The roaring of the wind grows louder still, 
The snow begins to drive down to the ground, 

And stark tree branches sway and bend, silhouetted on the hill, 
The world is filled with wild and furious sound. 

The snow is whirled about in angry gusts, 
But quickly as the blizzard has begun 

It ends : and there, uncovered, are the tiny grassy tufts, 
Beneath the watery, cloudy yellow sun. 

The world is calm and white and still again, 
The trees are grey against a reddening sky, 

The birds awake, and twitter and are hungry, then 
Away towards the Dawn they sweep and fly. 

D.W., Form Va. (Worden). 

---o--- 

PRESTON CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT. 
On Tuesday Oct. 27th, a party of Balshaw's Sixth Form and Staff attended 

a concert given by the Preston Chamber Music Society, at the Winckley Square 
Convent. 

On this occasion the visiting performers were the Holst String Quartet 
which consists of Mr. Henry Holst (leader and first violin), Mr. David Wise (second 
violin), Mr. Leonard Reubens (viola) and Mr. Antony Pini (cello). Mr. Reubens 
was ill and he was deputised for at very short notice. 

The first half of the programme consisted of Schubert's String Quartet in 
D minor, known as the "Death and the Maiden" Quartet. It is the thirteenth of the 
fifteen that he wrote, and the finest. Most of us know Schubert for his songs, 
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his "Unfinished Symphony" and perhaps his "Lilac Time" music. We are apt to 
forget that Schubert is also a composer of first-class chamber music, as we may see 
from his Trio in B flat, his Trout Quintet and his pianoforte music. The Form Six 
pupils should have been quite at home with the work selected by the Holst Quartet, 
for it had previously been explained to them on records in a Music period. 

After the interval the Quartet played the fifth of Op. 3, by Haydn, the quartet 
that contains his famous Serenade. 

To conclude the concert we had Beethoven's mighty quartet Op. 50, No. 3» 
one of the set of three which was dedicated to Count Rasoumovsky. 'This work is 
far better than the usual quartets from Op. 1S that are too often given by string 
quartets. The only drawback to the third Rasoumovsky is the weak third movement, 
a Minuet that is entirely lacking in distinction. But the vigorous fourth movement 
entirely compensates for it. The volume of sound from the four instruments was 
orchestral in its range and depth. 

We have to congratulate the Quartette for carrying through its difficult 
programme without adequate rehearsal. Perhaps there was a lack of finish here 
and there, but only perceptible to very critical listeners. The playing was very 
exact and full of charm. 

B.L.W. 
---o--- 

IN WHICH A SOUL IS SAVED, 
A Cherub was wandering unselfconsciously round an Elysian meadow, 

when a being in whom was vested some little authority approached : 
"Why did you fail to discharge your duty to society some 7,200 seconds 

ago ?" 
The Cherub, naturally startled at being addressed in this manner by someone 

obviously of the Official Cast, recalled his thoughts with an effort from the primeval 
murk in which they had been groping, and said, with all the simple directness of 
his yet un-sullied innocence : 

"It was cold. I don't like to be cold." 
Startled out of his self-important calm, the Semi-exalted One gasped : 

"So! vou don't like to be cold. And do you think, do you for one single 
moment imagine, that life would have reached its present condition of supreme 
excellence if all the great Lifers had stopped to think about being cold ? Or being 
uncomfortable in any other way? This time, my son, you will be allowed to escape 
the very obvious punishment that a lapse similar to yours would have precipitated 
on to the head of a more experienced person. Next time your crime will be brought 
to the notice of one of the Gods those glorious entities whom my contemporaries 
and myself have the honour to serve-and most dreadful punishment will be your 
lot. Go !" 
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And the Semi-Exalted One passed on-leaving a mentally distraught Cherub 
behind him. Eight more Suns and seven more Moons have passed. In the Hall of 
Reckonings the Cherub is explaining to another Semi-Exalted One the reason 
for his presence. 

"I fell down on the Walk of Life. I bruised my knee, but I was unable to 
convince the Semi-Exalted One of my Lodge that l had cause to limp. He brought 
me before that Illustrious Personage whose duty you are now privileged to execute, 
whilst the Illustrious Personage recuperates from his ,arduous labOL\.fS. He also 
refused to accept my explanation, and condemned me to dwell with other simple 
souls for 2,700 seconds in isolation, until my penance of 100 declamations had 
swept away my sin,-all except a little mark in the Book of Souls kept in the Holy 
of Holies." 

The Semi-Exalted One answers the Cherub, in tones austere and moving: 

"Oh miserable sinner! Of such stuff as you, were made all the Notorious 
Lifers of our civilization. Manxman and Masticator, both acclaimed for their 
unconventionality, commenced their careers of dissolution by avoiding responsibility. 
As the sands of time ran out they frittered away the seconds, and Suns pressed 
hard on the heels of Moons. So will go your chronicle, my unrepentant one, 111 

The Book of Souls, unless you call a halt to this encroaching lethargy." 

Thus wise was the Cherub-previously an individual-finally and irre­ 
vocably converted into a slave of the Lord High Chief of Convention. 

Excerpt from "The Tablets of Time" 
R. J. G. Form U.\"l. (Worden). 

---o--- 

TWO C.E.M.A. CONCERTS AT THE 
SCHOOL. 

During the summer term two concerts sponsored by the Council for the 
Encouragement of Music and the Arts were held in the School Hall. 

At the first concert on June 2nd Winifred Radford and Frederick Woodhouse 
accompanied by Grace Shearer gave a programme of Old English Music and Folk 
Music. 

The Old English music included three duets, 'Sound the Trumpet', 'Rivulets 
flowing', 'My dearest, my fairest' and a dialogue for 'Colin and his Wife', all by 
Purcell. The songs were 'Still the lark finds repose' by Lindley, 'The vagaries of 
fashion' by Hoohr, 'What care I how fair she be ?' by King, 'The girl of the seasons' 
by Sanderson (eighteenth century), and by anonymous composers, 'Down among 
the dead men', 'Come you not from Newcastle?', 'The lottery', 'The leather 
bottel' and 'Dicky Dolus'. 
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The Folk Music included the duets 'Cecily sweet', 'Farewell Nancy', 'Search­ 
ing for lambs', 'High Germany', and 'Blue Muslin'. The songs were 'vVilliam 
Taylor', 'Bedlam', 'An old man's courtship', 'The saucy bold robber', 'Some rival 
has stolen my true love' and 'The Crocodile'. 

Lastly, Miss Radford in the part of 'Kate' and Mr. Woodhouse as 'Peter' 
(her husband, a peasant farmer) sang 'The Three Wishes' a folk tale opera with 
music by Weber. 

At the second concert on July 23rd the artists were Dale Smith (baritone), 
Olive Zorian (violin), and Dora Gilson (piano). 

The programme included, for violin and piano: i\linuet from "Berenice" 
by Handel, Menuetto by Pugnani-Kreisler, Presto by Tartini, and Sonata in G 
major by Mozart ; piano solos : Sonata by Scarlatti, Yaudcville by Antonine 
Kammell, Gig by Arne, Impromptu in A flat by Schubert, and "Sing a song of 
sixpence" by Leo Livens; songs : A swan", ''Two Brown eyes" and ''To a water­ 
lily" all by Grieg and "Peace" by Eric Fogg. 

At both of these excellent concerts there was an appreciative audience. Ad­ 
mission was free and the proceeds of the silver collection were devoted to CE.M.A.'s 
fund to provide emergency Concerts in bombed areas. 

A.B. Form U.VI. (Clayton). 

--0--- 

BLACK DIAMONDS. 
We love to sit and warm our hands 

Beside the cheering blaze, 
To watch the red flames leaping high 
In the gloom of wintry days. 

When as we feed the dying fire, do we realise 
That for this thing, men grope beneath 

The earth with blinded eyes, 
And risk their lives deep in the blackness 

Of everlasting night, 
And labour in a living grave, 

Shut from the day's good light ? 
Don't forget these gallant men, 

See that they receive their due, 
These men who die a daily death 

To bring the coal to you. 
D.P. Form L.VI (Worden). 
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LECTURE ON SOUTH AFRICA 
On October 8th the senior boys and girls of the school heard an Imperial 

Institute Lecture on "South Africa" by Mr. J. H. Koens. It was one of the most 
enjoyable lectures we have heard at school and I think this was not a little due to 
the fact that our lecturer was deliberately dwelling on the sunny side of the ad­ 
ministration of our Empire ; Mr. Koens, who is himself a South African, of Dutch 
origin, and has lived there for most of his life said that from this side we see the 
truest picture. We hear much criticism of the men who go out to administer the 
outposts of our Empire; some of it we know is justified but it is very gratifying 
to be told by a South African himself that much of it is false, that rather encour­ 
agement and even praise are due, and, by a man who has seen the work of many 
of our countrymen in his land, that wherever he goes the Englishmen carries a love 
of freedom, justice and morality in his heart. 

Especially in the Protectorate of Rhodesia has much progress been made in 
educating the natives and teaching them self-government, for here all the inhabit­ 
ants are black men. In the Union, out of a population of eight millions, there are 
one and a half million white people, mainly Dutch and because of their own minority 
they fear the political progress of the black people. It is very difficult to bring 
education and transport to such primitive people as the natives of South Africa and 
changes cannot be brought about successsfully in one generation. 

Mr. Koens showed us the beauty of his country by excellent coloured slides 
made from photographs he had taken himself; pictures of Cape Town and Table 
Mountain wearing its early morning table cloth formed of the white mist borne by 
the Antarctic Wind; others taken on the two and a half days' railway journey north to 
Johannesburg through rich country with varied flowers and the big jagolanda trees 
with their beautiful blue foliage; sweeping valleys dotted with farms and abundant 
with vines brought by the Huguenot refugees from France. Johannesburg itself is 
a large modern city with sky-scrapers but characterised by the white barren slag 
heaps. 'Though Pretoria further up country is the seat of government and a modern 
city, its squares are filled with oxen waggons--the only means of transport across the 
trackless veldt. 

Mr. Koens had some beautiful photographs of the Victoria Falls in Rhodesia. 
They render unnavigable the lower reaches of the River Zambesi yet they are a fine 
sight ; the river, here two miles wide, falls eight hundred and forty feet, all the 
water to find its way out tumbling and roaring in a narrow channel in the rocks. 
There was an especially good picture of the fall with a rainbow in the foreground 
caused by the sun breaking on the spray which is thrown up high into the air. 

Then Mr. Koens told us something of the people of his country. There was 
a picture of a Ju-Ju doctor, a high priest as it were in the Ju-Ju religion. All the 
natives acknowledge God ; there is not an atheist among them but since they think 
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