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EDITORIAL 

-I 

Another winter has passed away and every thicket rings with bird-songs 
and every rivulet bubbles with a clearer water ; there is 'such a deep contentment 
in the air' for the buds are ready on the wakening trees, and in the woods and 
meadows a summer's flowers lie waiting. 

So used the editor to rejoice with the world in the ever renewing miracle of 
spring without a pang or afterthought, and urged his plea for more poems, more 
articles to swell the pages of his magazine, in which it seemed all things were possible. 

But now this rebirth of joy and beauty cannot but enforce the contrast 
with the evil and suffering in the world, while the magazine fades into insignificance 
beside more vital and glorious pursuits. Now it is our greatest pride to be able to 
print in its pages the Roll of Service. We would like to hear and spread more news 
from our friends in the forces and hope that Mr. Hilditch's letter (which we so 
regretfully censored before publication) will set the example. But may the day be 
not far distant when lb-and the spring-will come into their own. 

---o--- 

SCHOOL NOTES 
PREFECTS OF THE SCHOOL. 

Boys : F/,ead Prefect : Ganlner, R. J. 
YPr,efects : Shepherd, J., Grayson, K. M. 

Sub-Prefects : Dalton, L., Farrington, E., Malcolm, B. R., Whitaker, 
J. G., Hodgson, A. 

Girls : Head Prefect : B. Y. Sharples. 

Prefects : J. C. Howcroft, A. Bradley, E. Newsham. 

Sub-Prefects : M. D. Hunt, B. Sage, D. Whittaker. 
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This year's School Play--'The Admirable Crichton' by J. M. Barrie-was 
on April 1st and 3rd presented to large, appreciative audiences in the School hall. 

The lectures we have heard in the last half year have been varied and 
interesting : 

On February 26th, Police Constable Sharples gave an instructive lecture 
on Road Safety. 

On November 24th, we were entertained by Ministry of Information Films 
and on February 18th there was a 'National Savings' film show. 

On February 12th, two more Imperial Institute Lectures-this time on 
Australia were given by Mr. Luxmore to Juniors and Seniors separately and were 
enthusiastically received. 

On March 12th, Colonel Mason gave a lecture to the whole school on the 
Manchester Ship Canal. 
On March 25th, Senior Commander Kemp gave an inspiring lecture to the 

Senior Girls on the A.T.S, 
Accounts of all these lectures are included in the magazine. 

. Our Annual Athletic Sports will, we are glad to say, be reminiscent of more 
spacious days as both boys and girls' events will be held on the same afternoon. 
The date fixed is Saturday, May 15th and all parents and friends are cordially 
invited, 

Our contributions to the war-effort are steady. 
It has been agreed to hold the School Farm Camp for the four weeks this 

year commencing August 7th; we look forward to good crops from the school 
garden; the total amount saved by our National Savings Group now amounts to 
£s65o ; the school contributes well to charities. 

Our congratulations go to Brenda Sharples, Elsie Newsham, and Edna 
Downham, who have been awarded Training College Scholarships by the Lancashire 
Education Committee. 

Since half-term, morning school has again begun at 9 a.m. and afternoon 
school at 1-45 p.m. ; Societies can therefore be held on Friday afternoons. 

The usual Carol service was held in the hall at the end of last term. 

At Christmas time some Senior boys helped with the mail at Leyland and 
other Post Offices. 
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By the courtesy of "The Chorley Guardian", we are allowed to print the 
following extracts which will be of interest to the contemporaries of Huguette 
Sayada, Jean Elliott and Bernard Cannon. 

MESSAGE FROM AFRICA. 

Coincidence played its part in the reassuring message from her mother, 
received by a 20-year old French girl while serving as a dental nurse to Mr. P. E. 
Grundy of Hough Lane, Leyland. The girl, Mlle Huguette Sayada, had not heard 
for eight months from her mother, who had a hotel in Gabes, Tunisia. Then Dr. 
Crisp, of Chorley, rang up with the message that Madam Sayada had moved out 
of the town when the Germans arrived and was quite safe in a village, the name of 
which was not revealed. 

The message reached Dr. Crisp through his son, Lt. T. Crisp, M.C., who is 
in North Africa, and met Madame Sayada and her brother's family in a village 
where he only expected to find Arabs. In a conversation in halting French and 
English, he learned from Madam Sayada that she had a daughter in England with 
whom she was anxious to make contact. He was surprised to discover that the girl 
lived so close to his home as Lostock Hall. He wrote to his father who had no 
difficulty in tracing Huguette. 

Huguette, a lively personality, who is popular ,with patients at the surgery, 
really only came to Leyland for a month ! She was living with her grandmother in 
Paris, when under an arrangement between schools, she entertained an English 
girl for a month, then came over here for a similar period. The girl who visited her 
was Jean Elliott, a Balshaw's Grammar School student, daughter of Mr. F. Elliott, 
well known as manager of Leyland Gas Company, and Mrs. Elliott, who now 
reside at Lostock Hall. 

Five days after the two girls had landed in this country from Paris, war 
broke out. Returning became difficult for Huguette, so she continued her education. 
at Balshaw's Grammar School, leaving in July 1940 to take up her present work. 
She still resides with the Elliotts." 

Playing football in India Cpl. Wilfred Ralphs, R.A.F., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ralphs, "Ashfield," Wigan-road, Euxton, heard a member of the opposing side 
call "Hello, Wilf." It was Aircraftman Bernard Cannon, R.A.F., son of Mr. J. 
Cannon, of Anderton-road, Euxton. 

Aircraftman Cannon an old student of Balshaw's Grammar School, is a 
Pd.D. of Liverpool University and professor in Pure Mathematics. When war broke 
out he was at Princetown University in America under the Commonwealth Fellow­ 
ship. He returned in order to assist in the war effort, and after some months 
went to an Air Ministry School, where use was made of his mathematical qualifi­ 
cations. He had completed a course of special training when he was called up in 
the R.A F. as a radio operator, owing to his having failed to re-register on going to 
the Air Ministry appointment. 
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By a coincidence his father has just recently received a letter from Professor 
Whittaker, of Liverpool University, now a Major, asking for Bernard's address. 
He states that in lectures to officers directing operations in Africa, he used material 
submitted by Bernard in his Ph.D. degree, and wishes to acknowledge the fact and 
give all the credit where it is due. 

Rugger Colours have been awarded to Dalton and Riding, and Hockey 
Colours to A. Bradley, M. Garnett, P. Howson, M. Hunt and B. Sharples. 

We congratulate Worden House on winning the Rugby Leagues and Knock­ 
outs and sharing with Cuerden the Hockey Leagues. Cuerden won the Hockey 
Knock-outs. 

Farington House is to be congratulated on heading the Merit Order. 

The wedding took place recently at St. Mary's, Leyland, of G. F. Hoskins, 
an old boy, to Miss M. F. Norris. 

We acknowledge with thanks receipt of the 'Huttonian' and the 'Ubique 
Reminisci'. 

---o--- 

SALVETE. 

To Clayton House: P. M. Burnie, M. Hope, M. D. Speakman, M. L. 
Swire, J.P. Williams. 

To Farington House : B. E. Birkett, A. D. Standidge. 
To Worden House : J. A. Hill. 
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V ALETE (Girls). 
D. Gibson.-Va. Worden House. Rounders League Team. 
A. Dixon.-Vb. Clayton House. Hockey 1st XI. Rounders Junior IX. 

Rounders League Team. 
B. Metcalf.--V. Clayton House. Hockey and Rounders League Teams. 
L. E. Pickup.--Vb. Cuerden House. 
C. Whittaker.-Ila. Worden House. 

VALETE (Boys). 

Wightman, G.--L.VI. Cuerden House. Sub-Prefect. School Certificate 1942, 
Rugby 1st KV. Cricket League Team. · 

Singleton, K. E.-Va. Worden House. Rugby 1st XV. Cricket League 
Team. 

Keane, P.--II. Clayton House. 
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, THE ADl'l'IIRABLE CRICHTOX-April 1st and 3rd, 1943. ACT III 
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Lord Loam 

(E. E. Salisbury) 

THE ADMIRABLE CRICHTON--April 1s and 3rd 1943 ACT' IV, 
Lady Brocklehurst ; "You Girl, tel me this. . " ' 

(2) (3) (+9 (6) (8) 
Lord Brocklehurst Lady Brocklehurst Rev. John Treherne Lady Mary Lasenby Hon. Ernest Woolley 

(L. Dalton) D. Whittaker) (B, Malcolm) (P. Howson) (L. Scott) 
(5) (7) 

Lady Catherine Lasenby Lady Agatha Lasenby 
(H. Sage) (J. lredule) (9) (10) 

'Tweeny Crichton 
(M. Regan) (K. Grayson) 

The School Play this year was given on April 1st and 3rd, and the audiences 
were both large and appreciative. 

Barrie's reputation has been on the down grade for some time : recent 
critics have complained of his sentimentality, and his habit of underlining the 
points with a care foreign to our more rapid and movie-trained generation. There 
is a good deal of truth in such remarks, yet Barrie had a sure instinct for stage­ 
effect, and this production showed the superiority of a good playwright's work to 
a dramatised novel like "Pride and Prejudice". The scenes moved with a lighter 
step, and the audience was kept on the alert from start to finish. The curtains, 
such as that where the outcasts creep back one by one to the savoury odour of the 
cooking-pot, were most effective, often without a word being spoken. The cast as a 
whole seemed to enter into the spirit of the thing and enjoy themselves thoroughly, 
indeed some could almost be said to romp through their parts. The youngsters 
who helped to make up the domestic staff of Loam House gave the play a lively 
start in the first act, while the staging of the island scene, as well as being effective in 
itself, provided a splendid contrast to eye and imagination from the formal drawing­ 
room. The gradual emergence of Crichton as the dominant character was well 
managed, and accompanied with plenty of humorous touches, while the more 
serious side was well handled by the principals concerned. Grayson preserved a 
dignity and quiet authority which was truly Admirable", and thus held the play 
together and provided a steady focus round which the supporting characters could 
revolve. 

Salisbury and Scott, especially the former, had pants much beyond their 
age and experience ; they were obviously keen, and trying hard, but did not alto­ 
gether avoid the danger of clowning in their efforts at comedy. They succeeded in 
amusing, but were not in tone with the rest, who to a considerable extent managed 
to give a straight rendering. After more experience, they will find better results 
may be achieved with more economy of gesture. 

The Earl's three daughters were a distinct success both individually and 
collectively. They all spoke out well, had plenty of confidence, and played to each 
other like members of a good team. 

The chief burden fell on Patricia Howson, as Lady Mary, and she made very 
light of it, putting a great deal of life into the part, and seeming to enjoy every 
moment she was on the stage. !From the bored and haughty young lady of the 
First Act, to the spirited and vivacious hunter of the Third, needs a wide range, to 
which however she was folly equal ; this deserves the more credit as she stepped 
into such a long part with almost no previous experience. The big scene is un­ 
doubtedly that where she and Crichton decide trne merit, and feeling, are more 
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important, (on an Island at any rate), than rank and blue blood. Grayson did well 
here also by not over-playing his part, and his dignified calm proved an excellent 
foil to the heroine's more volatile moods. 

The character of Lady Mary gives the key-note of the play: it is a fantasy­ 
part, and should be played, as it was, by a very young actress, and with boyish 
abandon. A touch here of maturity, of womanliness, would translate the whole 
thing to the plane of reality, where it would die. The Third Act is the best, because 
here the author lets himself go, and creates a Diana, a pastoral fancy, unrestrained 
and charming as Peter Pan, or Rosalind yet uncaught in Arden. She is happy, not 
so much because of Crichton, as because she is free, a child of nature in her true 
setting. She is happier on the Island, it is safe to say, than she ever will be back in 
Lord Brocklehurst's civilised, and tedious, drawing room. The rescue signal 
impinges on a state of ideal youth and happiness, where they "fleet the time care­ 
lessly, as they did in the golden world, and jolts all of us, as well as the characters, 
back to the sober world of everyday. 

The final Act therefore threatens anti-climax, but the entry of a new and 
amusing character, the Countess of Brocklehurst, provides a sharp stimulant to 
any flagging of interest. Doreen Whittaker had a splendid chance here and took 
it with both hands. She got right inside the part, and gave us the sharp, dignified, 
but stand-no-nonsense old lady to the life. Her dress and make-up reflected great 
credit on who-ever was responsible. 

Another outstanding success was M. Regan as the unfortunate Tweenie, 
with her heart of gold and extremely defective notions of English syntax and pro­ 
nunciation, who casts a spell upon the lofty mind of the Admirable himself, but 
almost loses him to a rival with greater advantages. Marion got down to the level 
of the part without a suspicion of caricature, and in addition fused it with a touch 
of genuine feeling at the right moments. This like Doreen's was a most capable 
performance. 

Joy Iredale and Hilda Sage added a great deal to the comedy side of the 
production: they managed to be both lively and natural, always a difficult combination 
and were a definite source of strength. 

Dalton had little chance as Brocklehurst, but we all sympathised with his 
protests against the inquisition instituted by that ruthless woman, his mother,· in 
Lord Loam's own drawing room. Malcolm was also adequate in the small part of 
the cricketing parson, and Pat Turner as a lady's-maid had one good chance in her 
outburst of servant's-hall snobbery, of which she made very good use. She speaks 
out well, and should be valuable in a larger part next year. Of the rest, Carr and 
Margaret M. Sutton took the eye, but all looked well in their varied make-up, and 
added bustle to the opening scene. 
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Great credit is due to all those, headed by Miss Milroy, responsible for the 
production and staging. The prompter was quite superfluous, and the whole thing 
went with a slickness and polish perhaps superior to what has previously been 
attained. The stage was always "well-dressed", and well-lit, and many of the 
audience must have felt what we are now in danger of forgetting,--that a good play, 
given a lively and enthusiastic performance, has certain advantages over the best­ 
canned superfilm that ever came out of M.G.M. Studios. 

A NOTE ON THE PLAY. 

This Play, so smooth and amusing on the surface, is not easy to evaluate if 
we begin to ask any serious questions. Barrie, like his own Lob, lurks nimble and 
enigmatic behind the play of wit and fancy. 

Did he pose the problem, only to run away from it, as is perhaps the usual 
view ? or did he intend us to take sides, and if so, which ? Have we, that is, a satire 
on snobbery,-our own : or propaganda for the acceptance of an unchanging and 
unchangeable social order ? 

The characters do not supply sufficient data to answer these questions. 
We cannot, in the end, for instance, decide the relative worth of Lady Mary and 
Tweeny, since they are presented on the plane of pure fantasy, not reality : Tweeny 
it is true, breaks for a moment through the comic surface with a cry of real suffering, 
but the author hastily suppresses her before she can destroy his fabric. 

Similarly, we find it hard to value Crichton himself: was he a strong man, 
with the strength to give up his prize, in obedience to what he considered a social 
duty, without even a word of protest, without a struggle ? Or was he a lath painted 
to resemble iron, the automaton that on the whole he seems ? 

To ask this however is perhaps to find the answer. A study of a truly strong 
man in Crichton's position would make a great play,--in this it is not even attempted. 

The big scene is therefore the one Barrie carefully left out-an Elizabethan 
dramatist at this point, (the end of Act III), would have made the hero pour out 
his feelings in a tremendous soliloquy. Barrie's "hero" elaborately bows acquies­ 
cence to the decree of his tailor-made destiny". It seems that after all he is only 
a stuffed shirt pretending to be a Caesar. 

Barrie too knew his place,--in the servant's hall of the drama ; like Crichton, 
he bowed to his time, and kept silence. 

A.J.B. 
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alert immediately. He glided noiselessly to where the fascinated frog. was croaking 
helplessly. A quick dart of the snake's head, his mouth opened very wide, and in 
another moment the frog was croaking inside the satisfied snake, which did not 
seem in the least disturbed, but just coiled up again and went to sleep. 

A plump hedgehog, who had witnessed the proceedings from under the 
hedge on the opposite bank, turned up his sharp nose and smelling a slug ambled 
away in its direction, scraping it from its seat on a spotted toadstool. A few cows 
were lazily chewing the cud under some huge oaks in the middle of the field, and 
the swallows were very active, snapping up insects that had come out into the lovely 
evening. 

There was plenty of tube life under the field. The moles wanted their supper 
and were busy tunnelling for juicy worms. When they were satisfied they nosed 
their way one by one to their own private nests to sleep. 

Above the field a keen hawk viewed the ground below for any sign of a 
titbit for supper. He hovered silently for a few seconds, then swooped down with 
death-dealing swiftness upon a small shrew. The shrews were never hunted by 
weasels on account of their peculiar smell, but as birds have little or no sense of 
smell, they were often their prey. 

In a clump of blackberry canes near the hillock was a weasel with a keen 
appetite. His beady eyes gleamed as he twitched his sensitive, wet nose and smelt 
the surrounding air. Rabbits ! but the evening breeze had carried his unwelcome 
scent to an old rabbit, who drummed fiercly on the ground with his back legs and 
sent all the other rabbits scurrying down their burrows. 

All these animals have to be on the alert against their enemies. They kill 
to defend themselves or when they are hungry, and never for killing's sake. 

It is left to man alone of all created things, to kill with terrible weapons 
of war to satisfy his ambition or revenge, or from sheer malice and envy, though 
often, 'tis true, his motives are like those of the animals, self-defence and hunger. 

K.F. Form Va. (Cuerden). 

• EMPIRE LECTURE ON AUSTRALIA 

---o--- 

EVENING 
When dusk falls in the evening, 
Let folks do what they will ; 
I watch the red sun sinking, 
Behind a far-off hill. 

A land of untold glories, 
Lies there before my eyes ; 
The scattered sunset pierces 
The blueness of the skies. 

K.H. Form IVa. (Worden). 
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On February 12th the school heard an extremely interesting Imperial 
Institute Lecture on" Australia" by Mr. Luxmore. 

First of all, Mr. Luxmore discussed the geography of Australia,-its position 
with regard to the rest of the world and its immense area (25 times larger than the 
British Isles). Yet, although the country is so large and although it is over 150 years 
ago since English people first settled in Australia, the present population is only 
about 7,000,000. Mr. Luxmore, however, accounted for this apparent incongruity 
by informing us that the Australian settlers have stubbornly maintained the ideal 
of remaining a purely British settlement, and that since the number of people who 
leave this country to go and live in Australia is by no means large, the population does 
not increase rapidly. As a result, much more freedom and scope for the ambitious 
person is to be found in Australia than in Britain,-everything is more equal, 
and the atmosphere more friendly. The lecturer stressed the many advantages 
which an Englishman finds in settling in Australia ; for instance, there is no question 
of learning another language, and secondly, the climate varies in different parts 
of the country. Furthermore, it is a very rich country although the population is not 
large enough to derive the full benefit from its resources. 

Then Mr. Luxmore paid tribute to the fine spirit of the Australian people, 
and reminded us that although Australia was far away from the danger zone during 
the World War of 1914-18 she rendered invaluable service to the Allies. He also 
assured us that the same fine spirit prevails amongst the Australian soldiers at the 
present time. 

The lecturer also told us something of the natives of Australia, the Aborigines 
who are, however, gradually becoming extinct. He explained their customs, some 
of which appear most strange to us, and their mode of living. He assured us that 
they are very agreeable people under native conditions but that when they come to 
live in the towns they fall victims to the vices of the white man-drugs and drink. 

Mr. Luxmore brought along with him some beautifully coloured slides of 
two of the largest cities in Australia, Sidney (with its famous bridge) and Melbourne, 
and told us of the rivalry between them. 

One week each year in Australia is devoted to horse-racing, one of the most 
popular sports, and people come from all over the country to the "Melbourne 
Cup.' Apart from the actual races, there is a cattle show and other competit­ 
ions in which the competitor has to cut off the top of a tree within a few seconds or 
break in a horse, a task which is by no means as easy as it appears to be. 

Next, we saw some pictures of the animals and birds of Australia: first of 
all, the kangaroo, which although harmless is hunted because it eats grass which is 
needed for sheep ; the opossum, which is about the size of a large cat and whose 
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