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*“THE

IMPORTANCE OF BEING

March 23rd, & 25th, 1944

EARNEST”

DR. CHASUBLE : *It's pleasant. is it not, 10 see so periect a reconciliation.”

Johin Worthing.
(P. Schofield)

Cecily Cardew.
(J. Iredale)

Miss Prism.

Dr. Chasuble.

(B. Tomlinson) (B. Grimshaw)

“THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST™.
March 23rd & 25th, 1944,

ALGERNON :

Hon. Gwendolen Fairfax.

(P. Howson)

*“Good heavens !

John Worthing.
(P. Schofield)

Lane.
(W. Riding)

Algernon MoncriefT.
(B. Grimshaw)

T.ane! Why are there no cucumber sandwiches ?

Lady Bracknell

(D. Whittak

cr).
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VoL. XX.—No. 1. MipsuMMER TERM, 1944.

(During war-time this publication is restricted to two numbers a year).

EDITORIAL

Here is the Balshavian again—still a little thin we regret. But if it is with
less than our usual pride, it is always with pleasure that we present our magazine
especially now, for apart from recounting our activities and showing ourselves to
our many friends, we are glad that these modest pages can serve as a link between
us and those Old Boys, Old Girls and Masters who are fighting for us. 1 think they will
see that this generation of Balshavians is playing and working as enthusiastically
as they did, and that we are preparing ourselves to help to mould the better and

saner world which our older school-fellows are giving their strength, their energies
We who are at school now can only hope to be

and indeed, their lives, to win.
worthy to be their successors.

O
A4

SCHOOI, NOTES

Prerects Or THE ScHOOL.

Boys : Head Prefect : Grayson, K. M.

Prefects : Malcolm, B. R., Whitaker, J. G.; Dalton, L. U.;
Hodgson, A.

Webster, P. B. ; Neale, J.; Salisbury, E. E. ;
Heaton, T.

Girls : Head Prefect : A. Bradley.
Prefects : D. Whittaker, B. M. Pickburn.

Sub-Prefects : B. E. Bagot, A. P. Howson, O. Hurlstone, E. B.
Tomlinson, H. Sage, B. Barnett.

Sub-Prefects :

Mr. Parry our Physical Training and Junior Science Master left us at the
end of last term to take up a position at Yeovil. He has been at Balshaw’s for
twelve years and will be greatly missed here. Our very best wishes go with him in

his new post.
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e However, \\-c.\\‘elcomc to take Junior Science and games, Miss Doherty.
¢ hope that she will be happy with us.

Ry “f; were delighted to hear that Miss Fletcher was married last term to Sgt
e > g L A - - ;
e x\\l}}k J]rke of the Royal Artillery. We wish them every happiness in the future

1€ School presented them with a handsome table as a token of their good \\'i%heq.

H\\'de ll)m\*e news of several other Balshavian weddings :

was Hea i : y i 1 8

s 1n£e§1ci;qgmet§l.;g \\21}53 marned:r in March to Margaret Ball, another Old

, k: a an Berry to J. A. Pauli f the i

Beay and ! A. ulin, of the Cameron Hi hlanders
» In the same month. We extend our hearty congratulations to t%lcm {

Peter Darnell who

The School Play, ‘The Importance of Being
s-uccessifully presented on March 23rd and o5tk -
filled with a large and appreciative audience ‘
1s included in the magazine. :

Earnest,” by Oscar Wilde, was
on both occasions the hall was
A critical account of the production

ave been entertained by three
n Russia by Professor Trofimoy,

informative lectures on the R.AF onaparte-Wyse
: : A.F. and A.T. o gave
are included in the magazine. 2 respectively.  Accounts of these

The School Sports were held on Saturday, May 6th

The Carol Service, held at th
and unseasonable, but we here recor
enjoyed.

g e;ld 9f the Au-tumn term seems far distant
that it was quite up to standard and much

The Prefects’ Social was held on the

< last Qe
as enjoyable and successful as usual. gecs v ofidhe Spring Term, and was

The Farm Cam ill be h i : ; :
reovd) Srniiersisre. P Wi e held again at Winmarleigh, for four weeks in August

Our hearty congratulations go to Doreen Whittak
. er who has won a Founders’
Scho_larshlp at Rf)yal Holloway College, University of London, in Chemis?rr)lr :;sd
Physics. Doreen is the first girl in the School’s history to obtain such a success.
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We congratulate Farington House on again heading the Merit Order,
Cuerden House on winning the Hockey Leagues and Knockouts, and Worden
House on winning the Rugger Leagues and Knockouts.

The School Societies have been meeting regularly throughout the Winter
and accounts of their varied activities are included in the magazine.

The Editor would be pleased to receive letters from Old Boys and Girls in
the Forces, to let us know, for we are all interested, how Forces life is treating them.
Our Correspondence pages are sadly blank at present but we are sure this is not
due to forgetfulness of old associations or to lack of interesting .experiences ! We
hope this catches the eye of someone whose time is not too full.

We thank all Schools who have sent us their magazines, which include the
‘Huttonian’’ and the ‘Ubique Reminisci’.

Five of our senior girls have beeen awarded Training College Scholarships : A.
Bradley, D. Whittaker, E. Bagot, H. Sage and B. Barnett. We congratulate them all.

We congratulate also those who were awarded Colours at the end of last term :
Hockey Colours: P. Howson, A. Bradley, M. Sutton, M. Hutchings, I. Thornley,
Rugger Colours : Dalton, L., Whitaker, J., Neale, J., Hayhurst, H., Elston, P.

O
O

VALETE (Girls).

D. N. Pearce.—1L..VI. Worden House. School Certificate, 1942. Sub-Editor

of the Magazine.
K. Wood.—Va. Farington House. School Certificate, 1943. Hockey and

Rounders League Teams.
M. Regan.—Va. Clayton House. Hockey and Rounders League Teams.

H. Laurie.—Va. Worden House

M. Howard.—IVa. Farington House. Hockey League Team.
K. Lea.—IVb. Clayton House.

C. Holmes.—IIa. Cuerden House.

O
O

VALETE (Boys).
Meadows.—L.VI. Clayton House. School Certificate, 1943. Rugby 1st XV.

Cricket League Team.
MeclIver, H.—L.VI. Clayton House. School Certificate, 1943. Rugby and

Cricket League Teams.
Newille, R. D.—Vb. Cuerden House. Rugby and Cricket League Teams.
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&S, ROB - TN, Cuerden House.
Bainbridge, F—IIIb

Bre

- Clayton House.
Crook.

A.—I1Ib. Clayton House. Rugby

League Team.
Battersby, E. A.—11Ia.

Farington House. Colts XI.

Clayton House,
Milburn, A.—1Ib. F

Rugger League Team.
Sparks, 8=k,

arington House.

SALVETE (Girls).
T Kirwin.—I1p. Cuerden House.
M. Kenyon.—1p. Farington House.

SALVETE (Bovs).
Hoose, D.—IVb. Clayton House.

1SS IMPORTANCE

Itis 1895. The Curtain rises on a bach
back in the spacious times of Queen Victoria.
numerous eligible young men, (some of whom s
and by a corresponding number of attractive v
in life is,—to attract. g

OF BEING EARNEST

elor’s flat in the Albany, and we are
London is handsomely populated by
moke, and some have no occupation),
oung females, whose aim and purpose

We find, then, the amiable trifler
his less unscrupulous friend Jack, (Schofie

Gwendolen, also the art, or at any rate the technique, of Bunburying. The boys
held our attention well despite the non-dramatic nature of this opening dialogue,
and with the appearance of the formidable Lady Bracknell and her charming

aughter, the play begins to move. The proposal scene is the best moment of this
act, managed by both with a nice touch of comedy and not without some feeling.
Schofield did well in his ordeal, and P. Howson, after overdoing the haughty tone
a little at first, accepted, or (shall we say ?) requisitioned, her swain’s proposal with
pleasing mixture of graciousness and mischief.

Algernon, (Grimshaw), discussing with
1d), the latter’s forthcoming proposal to

Act II. The curtain rises on an idyllic scene : Cicely, clad in white muslin
and her native impudence, is watering the garden, while meditating on the young
men she knows, or more accurately, invents, to fill the pages of her exceedingly
neat little diary. To her, enter, Miss Prism, who lectures, Algernon, who tempts,

4

THE BALSHAVIAN

Midswminer Term, 1944

and Gwendolen, who condescends. Cicely throws down her German Grammar, takes
up Algernon, and defies Gwendolen.

Act III. We are indoors again. The day of reckoni_ng is at hand.. I:iad}f:
Bracknell descends in pride and wrath, Gwendol'en and Cl‘celyl, dlsngomltgeracﬁ-
their joint suitor, droop upon each other most affectingly and sister yl._t ;}1 ry i
nell drags out the secret of John’s modest origin : he is, of coursf%, i cfe‘rr }}H,S e
of the bag, but this sporting natality cannot be expected to suP ce obrin G
cratic inquisitioner, and a sticky time is had by all untﬂll\/[:ss rism gs in,
not the body, at least the bag, with most satisfactory results.

The acting was better balanced than last year : th;}l b(;};sil:;enztilrti(;tle::
finished as the girls, but Grimshaw and Schofield put up afga an et lane
in their far from easy parts. Chief honours go to thef orrﬁler.art e s T
humour, a touch of the carefree whimsilcahty necessary orﬁtlz o) A a,lso il
acted all the time, and had many amusing moments. Schq e wb e O,ne

d the ““‘earnest’, in fact more than careworn expression, to be exp T
h'edhi uch a friend’ as Algernon. His good-natured but harassed and at ti
Elei)ellion; demeanour, made an excellent foil to his companion.

Salisbury improved on his performance of last year. ) His gesturesllverel(rir:;;e
trained, and he adapted himself better, with more experience, toPar-mt erbetaine(}ir
rlert as Ijr Chasuble. He too tried hard, and along with Miss Prism, o
part, i 5

/ ite subtly.
many laughs, one or two of them quite 3

i dy on his
Carr made an admirable butler, supplyl_ng some tlc;uche;s of comedy
own account, and Riding was another success in his small part.

. ; 53
The team of four girls was a strong one, and in this sme'lll 1(:ast each play
her part with considerable success both individually and collectively.

Doreen Whittaker, who by now has had a good deal of experience, dplé?;:;d]
the grim Dowager with great aplomb and‘dignity.h Sbe s;:ﬁl;f Stehtealc;lrilgha:tandard
i iith a clarity and attention to phrasing
i;'ll“mlresdt jfceteil};fastﬂ:‘dled ;a:gelvyon her, and she did not fail. A very commendable

1€ 1a )

performance. vish S
ditable one, Barbara Tom
Naki her first appearance, and a very cre :
l\glall\\tll:sgs Perism as En amiable if weak-minded female, and furnished thell'eby
prlisf’:]tecontmst to Doreen. (After all, one dragon should be enough for any play.)
a better 2

i i il to the
insterish flutterings and embarrassments also.prowded a nice fodll tf iis
P-Iell L ear old self-possession (we refrain from using a stronger word) o
eighteen-yeaz

precocious charge.

The latter, Joy Iredale, graduating from a small part !as‘t year, proveltl:l an

(11_“- ;Iuccc:ss She looked well, moved well, and he_r diction was exce e?lt.

C'DIE;cStﬂll lEgof impudence necessary to the part was not wanting, nor was the equally
e touc
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2cessary c_hann- She must not however extend her disdain to the audience, and
mit to wait for the laughs. ’

: riChI?atnma H.ow's':)n had a rol_e similar to her Lady Mary last year, though not
E2 s in opportunities for showing the variety of her gifts. As the young lady of
',;g s r;:nla l\n:(z:ki’(ural » or drawing-room, as opposed to an ‘‘island’ state, however
ne again < < i ; 2 ;
e nilnaoz;) beot]-iu}(icsl\F)Ok(; v;erdwe]lBl, arl‘:d could not fail to please. In the first Act,
g X an ady Bracknell with a ni rmati 1 1
. - - a nice alternation of impertin
graciousness. It is clear that th i : il
o e latter, even if a dra i i
8 > . g agon of heavy calibre
ot have matters all her own way, while Jack is of course ﬁwr 3 i

fingers. e clay in Gwendolen’s

nlortal’lr:\;l;e Sss{c;:‘)cr}l;lnﬁc't,bshe a{nd ]_oy were an excellent p
SRR sl appreﬁen;‘zz: 1t::i§;1?g ?o Keep the audience well strung between
FRNstRieRy ot pRrchension < AiSiwas undoubtedly the high point of the evening;
R P aect descent | riorn‘t-he The Rape of the Lock™, a battle of the tea-
EEapstEguch punich miSSins gllz\ en aﬁnd taken by these delicate creatures, over a
mecsas 7 and the mi OE tarne},:.t.‘ "The scenery and lighting here were very
Eaeiesdagsl much credit ::ghos o‘ht ose. respon-sﬂ)le, particularly Miss Whewell
RREE N D on He,“vartson, S se who assisted with production, costumes, etc., not
Rt dresse.s e s asnc- role as stage carpenter. 'The high-necked and
pEgda L dresacs ,less Strexr?ugenlogsl}- contrive to make women appear civilised beings
ous times, but on this it were tedious to dilate. :

air : the duel, though not

Miss Milroy can be compli
. : Plimented on a most pleasin ducti 'hi
delighted two large audiences. 'The youthful cast havlz‘, goodgrgr:;)ortlitéogé ;xﬁg

of the show the ut i e
e Y Put up in a play difficult enough for much more experienced
ASJABS

O

We ar};e e§tremely Pleased to publish the following article sent to us by R. Wildman
the Secretary of the Old Boys’ section of the Old Balshavian Association :

ISRV AETTORTA

In the heart of Africa, surrounded b

: : 1 . , : y Kenya Colony, Uganda and T -
yika, lies L.ake Vlc_torla- It is like everything else in Africa—vgast ; not a ;i?gfiﬁc
one would expect it to be, and full of pleasant and agreeable surprises.

Th_ere is no comparison between the size of Lake Victoria and any of our
own English I_Jakes—mention of which, for many of my readers, will conjure u
happ_y memories of carefree School Camps ; and which for me rc:\'zivcs a mig.cell'mp'
of pictures, each crowding one upon the other, of carefree days spent amor; s)t
them in the_ past. Lake Victoria is more like an island sea, for it is roughly thgee
hundreﬁd n}lles from North to South, and almost the same from East to west. This
makes it difficult, at times, when actually sailing on it, to maintain one’s pers 'ective
and keep in mind that it really is a lake. 3 > '
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June morning, after an all
The peace and quietness
delightful contrast to the

! We sailed from Kisumu in Kenya, on a sunny
night journey by train from Nairobi—capital of Kenya.
of the Lake, with a cool refreshing breeze blowing, was in C h
jogging of the train. During that first day we sailed South West right down the
Kavirondo Gulf. . .. drinking in the beauty of its many islands, the most sFrlklﬂg
feature of which was their wealth of colour—every shade of green m.rlagmable,
relieved by patches of brown on the hills, and rocks washed almost white by 'the
continual lapping of water against them ; yet all blended perfectly with the varying
blues and greens of the lake itself.
ly cheated of our scenery. The
stent African steward, who at 1n-
he door of our cabin, in between

Darkness fell and we were temporari
following morning we were wakened by a persi
tervals of a few seconds knocked vigorously on t
times calling ‘“Chai Bwana’’.

for we had put into Port Bell, which is the
st advanced educational institution for East

African natives—Makerere College. Makerere is associated with Oxford University
and within its portals East African natives are trained as doctors, teachers, gnd in
various other professions mainly fitting them for work in the administration of
their own territories. It is the only institution of its kind in the whole of East
Africa, and I was somewhat disappointed that time was too short for us to linger

there and find out more about it.

The steamer was not moving,
port for Kampala, where exists the mo

Port Bell itself was uninteresting : a railway siding, customs office, mosquitoes.
The grass and trees were much greener than in Kenya, due to heavier rainfall and

a greater relative humidity.

We left it behind in the middle of the morning and by noon had arrived
at Entebbe, where the Governor of Uganda lives, and where also the adminis-
trative offices of the Uganda Government are situated. Entebbe is pleasing to the
eye. Its gardens are spacious and well-laid. The roads are lined with trees, which
to me were reminiscent of Lord Street, Southport ; and a sense of security and
friendliness emanated from the Union Jack fluttering in the breeze over Govern-
ment House. We were fortunate enough to be shown over the botanical gardens
by one of the Government Officers. The gardens rank high for their variety of
trees and plants, all of which were neatly labelled with full details of their origin
and growth. For any student of these things they would be a veritable paradise.

Again, however, our stay was brief and that same evening we called at a
small place called Bukakata, where the natives from the village promptly
assembled in a nearby field, and lo! a market sprang into existence before you
could say “‘Jack Robinson’ ! Bananas, oranges and chickens were on sale, together
with an assortment of mats and ornaments which they make themselves and sell
to visitors who may happen to call. The mosquitoes and lake flies here were most
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