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··THE IMPORTANCE OF UEl:S.-G EARNEST'" 
March 23rd, & 25th, 1944. 

DR. CHASUBLE: "It's pleasant, is it not, to see so perfect a reconciliation.' 
John Worthing. Cecily Cardew. Miss Prism. Dr. Chasuble 
(P. Schofield) (G Iredale) (B. Tomliisor) (B. 'Grinisiiaj 

··THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST", 

March 23rd & 25th. 1944, 

,:.t, 

al 

ALGER.~O!':: ''Good heavens! Lane ! Why are there no cucumber sandwiches ? 
Hon. Gwendolen Fairfax. John Worthing. Lane. Algernon Moncrieff. Lady Bracknell, 

(P. Howson) (P. Schofield) (W. Riding) (B. Grimshaw) (D. Whittaker) 

THE BALSHAVIAN 
(The official organ of Balshaw's Grammar School, Leyland). 

Editor : A. Bradley. Sub-Editors: A. P. Howson, H. Sage, E. B. Tomlinson. 

VOL. XX.-No_ 1. MIDSUMMER TERM, 1944. PRICE 9d. 

(During war-time this publication is restricted to two numbers a year). 

EDITORIAL 
Here is the Balshavian again-still a little thin we regret. But if it is with 

less than our usual pride, it is always with pleasure that we present our magazine : 
especially now, for apart from recounting our activities and showing ourselves to 
our many friends, we are glad that these modest pages can serve as a link between 
us and those Old Boys, Old Girls and Masters who are fighting for us. I think they will 
see that this generation of Balshavians is playing and working as enthusiastically 
as they did, and that we are preparing ourselves to help to mould the better and 
saner world which our older school-fellows are giving their strength, their energies 
and indeed, their lives, to win. We who are at school now can only hope to be 
worthy to be their successors. 

---o--- 

SCHOOL NOTES 
PREFECTS OF THE SCHOOL. 

Boys : Head Prefect : Grayson, K. M. 
Prefects: Malcolm, B. R., Whitaker, J. G. ; Dalton, L. U. 

Hodgson, A. 

Sub-Prefects : Webster, P. B. ; Neale, J. 
Heaton, T. 

Salisbury, E. E. 

Girls : Head Prefect : A. Bradley. 
Prefects : D. Whittaker, B. M. Pickburn. 
Sub-Prefects : B. E. Bagot, A. P. Howson, 0. Hurlstone, E. B. 

Tomlinson, H. Sage, B. Barnett. 

Mr. Parry our Physical Training and Junior Science Master left us at the 
encl of last term to take up a position at Yeovil. He has been at Balshaw's for 
twelve years and will be greatly missed here. Our very best wishes go with him in 
his new post. 
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\'
·... 1-loweYer. \Ye welcome to take Junior Science and M. D h 
e hope that she will be happy with us. games, iss o erty. 

We were delighted to hear that Mi. FI h · Vernon Clarke of the Ro ·al A fll Wiss. etc er was married last term to Sgt. 
The School preseted kl,l_,'S wish them every happiness in the future. 

a an some table as a token of their good wishes. 

Ve have news of several other Balsh. ' . 
was Head Prefect in 1936 was ma . d . ~vian weddmgs : Peter Darnell who 
sudent, and Elizabeth Joan %,,'',"" ""Sh o Margaret Bail, another Ota 
of Ottawa, in the same month. \\T ~ ·d · aulm, of the Cameron Highlanders 

e exten our hearty congratulations to them. 

The School Play, 'The Importance of B . 
successfully presented on March 23vd d • emg Earnest,' by Oscar Wilde was 
fill d . - r an "'oth . on b l . , ec with a large and appreciative di ' _ oth occasions the hall was :. ·lid5. audience. A critical . 
1s 1nC u ed in the magazine. account of the production 

. . Since the last issue of the magazine w 
Ministry of Information Film Shows and a,,,, ""e been entertained by three 
while Squadron Leader Brewer and J c on Russia by Professor 'Trofimov 
infc : unior ommand Bc ' i formative lectures on the R.A.F. and A.T.S, 1er 5onaparte-Wyse gave 
are included in the magazine. '- respectively, Accounts of these 

The School Sports were held on Saturday, M May 6th 

The Carol Service, 
and unseasonable, but we 
enjoyed. 

held at the end of the Autumn term . 
here record that it was quit seems far distant 

e up to standard and much 

The Prefects' Social was held on the last day of the Spring Te d 
as enjoyable and successful as usual. rm, an was 

The Farm Camp will be held again at Winmarleigh for four k · A 
and September. " wee sin ugust 

Our hearty congratulations go to Doreen Whittaker who has won a Founders' 
Scholarship at Royal Holloway College, University of London, in Cher®st, j 
Physics. Doreen is the first girl in the School's history to obtain such as',,,''?" 
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We congratulate Farington House on again heading the Merit Order, 
Cuerden House on winning the Hockey Leagues and Knockouts, and Worden 
House on winning the Rugger Leagues and Knockouts. 

The School Societies have been meeting regularly throughout the Winter 
and accounts of their varied activities are included in the magazine. 

The Editor would be pleased to receive letters from Old Boys and Girls in 
the Forces, to let us know, for we are all interested, how Forces life is treating them. 
Our Correspondence pages are sadly blank at present but we are sure this is not 
due to forgetfulness of old associations or to lack of interesting experiences ! We 
hope this catches the eye of someone whose time is not too full. 

We thank all Schools who have sent us their magazines, which include the 
'Huttonian" a_nd the 'Ubique Reminisci'. 

Five of our senior girls have beeen awarded Training College Scholarships : A. 
Bradley, D. Whittaker, E. Bagot, H. Sage and B. Barnett. We congratulate them all. 

We congratulate also those who were awarded Colours at the end of last term: 
Hockey Colours: P. Howson, A. Bradley, NI. Sutton, M. Hutchings, I. Thornley, 
Rugger Colours: Dalton, L, Whitaker, J., Neale, J., Hayhurst, H., Elston, P. 

---o--- 

VALETE (Girls). 

D. N. Pearce.-L.VI. Worden House. School Certificate, 1942. Sub-Editor 
of the Magazine. 

K. Wood.-Va. Farington House. School Certificate, 1943. Hockey and 
Rounders League Teams. 

M. Regan.-Va. Clayton House. Hockey and Rounders League Teams. 
H. Laurie.-Va. Worden House 
JVI. Howard.-IVa. Farington House. Hockey League Team. 
K. Lea.-IVb. Clayton House. 
C. Holmes.--Ia. Cuerden House. 

---o--- 
v ALETE (Boys). 

Meadows.--L.VI. Clayton House. School Certificate, 1943. Rugby 1st XV. 
Cricket League Team. 

Mciver, H.-L.VI. Clayton House. School Certificate, 1943. Rugby and 
Cricket League Teams. 

Neville, R. D.-Vb. Cuerden House. Rugby and Cricket League Teams. 
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Briggs. R. B.-I\'b. Cuerden House. 
Bainbridge, J.-IIIb Cl · ayton House. 
Crook ... -1.-IIIb Clayton H 
B ti b 

· ouse. Rugby League Team 
attersby. E. A IL 

S 
' . .- a. Farington House. C 

P k olts XI. Rugger League Team. 
ar s, E.-lla. Clayton House. 

Milburn, A. Ib. F . · arington House. 

Mo Ao 

SALVETE (Girls). 
J. Kirwin.- Ib. C uerden House. 
M. Kenyon.-Ib. F arington House. 

Ao, 

SAL.VETE (Boys), 
Hoose, D. IV. Clayton House. 

---o--- 
THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST 

It is 1895. The Cu t . . back · h rain rises on a bachel ' fl · in t e spacious times of Quee v· . ors at in the Albany, and we are 
numerous eligible young men ( n f1ctona. London is handsomely populated by 
and b ' some o whom smoke d h y a corresponding number of ti :. :,an some ave no occupation) . l"f · a tractive '\.'OU f 1 ' in 1 e 1s,-to attract. J ng ema es, whose aim and purpose 

. We find, then, the amiable trifler Al ern . . 
his less unscrupulous friend Jack (S h fi ld)g on, (Grimshaw), discussing with 
Gwendolen also the art o t ' c o e , the latter's forthcoming proposal to 
h Id ' ' r a any rate the technique of B b • 
e our attention well despite the n -d . , un_ urymg. The boys 

and with the appearance of h ,,",]C""""© nature of this opening dialogue, 
daughter, the play begins to mo, ',Z""®!Je Lady Bracknell and her charming 
act, managed b both with ·:. 3€ proposal scene is the best moment of this 
Schofield did ~Jen in hi a nice touch of comedy and not without some feeling. 
a littl t fi s ordeal, and P. Howson, after overdoing the haughty tone 
l _e a _rst, accefpted,_ or (shall we say ?) requisitioned, her swain's proposal with 
pleasing mixture o graciousness and mischief. 

Act. II. The c t · · · and h 'urain rises on an idyllic scene : Cicely, clad in white muslin 
er native impudence, is watering the garden, while meditating on the young 

men she knows, or more accurately, invents, to fill the pages of her exceedingly 
neat ittle diary To her t M; DP h 1 A · , en er, 1ss nsm, w o ectures, lgernon, who tempts, 
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and Gwendolen, who condescends. Cicely throws down her German Grammar, takes 
up Algernon, and defies Gwendolen. 

Act III. We are indoors again. The day of reckoning is at hand. Lady 
Bracknell descends in pride and wrath, Gwendolen and Cicely, disappointed of 
their joint suitor, droop upon each other most affectingly and sisterly. Lady Brack­ 
nell drags out the secret of John's modest origin: he is, of course, literally, one out 
of the bag, but this sporting natality cannot be expected to suffice for his aristo­ 
cratic inquisitioner, and a sticky time is had by all until Miss Prism brings in, if 
not the body, at least the bag, with most satisfactory results. 

The acting was better balanced than last year : the boys are still not as 
finished as the girls, but Grimshaw and Schofield put up a gallant show nevertheless 
in their far from easy parts. Chief honours go to the former. He has a degage 
humour, a touch of the carefree whimsicality necessary for the part ; he tried hard, 
acted all the time, and had many amusing moments. Schofield was also well cast,­ 
he had the 'earnest'', in fact more than careworn expression, to be expected in one 
tied to such a friend as Algernon. His good-natured but harassed and at times 
rebelling demeanour, made an excellent foil to his companion. 

Salisbury improved on his performance of last year. His gestures were more 
restrained, and he adapted himself better, with more experience, to another elderly 
part, as Dr. Chasuble. He too tried hard, and along with Miss Prism, obtained 
many laughs, one or two of them quite subtly. 

Carr made an admirable butler, supplying some touches of comedy on his 
own account, and Riding was another success in his small part. 

The team of four girls was a strong one, and in this small cast each played 
her part with considerable success both individually and collectively. 

Doreen Whittaker, who by now has had a good deal of experience, played 
the grim Dowager with great aplomb and dignity. She spoke the long and often 
involved speeches with a clarity and attention to phrasing that set a high standard 
The last Act depended largely on her, and she did not fail. A very commendable 
performance. 

Making her first appearance, and a very creditable one, Barbara Tomlinson 
presented Miss Prism as an amiable if weak-minded female, and furnished thereby 
a better contrast to Doreen. (After all, one dragon should be enough for any play.) 
Her spinsterish flutterings and embarrassments also provided a nice foil to the 
eighteen-year old self-possession (we refrain from using a stronger word) of her 
precocious charge. 

The latter, Joy Iredale, graduating from a small part last year, proved an 
outstanding success. She looked well, moved well, and her diction was excellent. 
The touch of impudence necessary to the part was not wanting, nor was the equally 
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cessary charm, She must not however extend her disdain to the audience, and 
nit to wait for the laughs. 

Patricia Howson had a role similar to her Lady Mary last year, though not 
.::> rich in opportunities for showing the variety of her gifts. As the young lady of 
ashion in a "natural", or dra,ving-room, as opposed to an "island" state, however, 
he again looked and spoke very well, and could not fail to please. In the first Act, 
he manages both Jack and Lady Bracknell with a nice alternation of impertinence 
'graciousness. It is clear that the latter, even if a dragon of heavy calibre, will 

ot have matters all her o,vn way, while Jack is of course mere clay in Gwendolen's 
fingers. 

In the second Act, she and Joy were an excellent pair : the duel, though not 
mortal, was sufficiently breathtaking to keep the audience well strung between. 
amusement and apprehension. This was undoubtedly the high point of the evening; 
the play is in direct descent from the "The Rape of the Lock'', a battle of the tea­ 
cups, and much punishment is given and taken by these delicate creatures over a 
plate of cake, and the missing Earnest. The scenery and lighting here were very 
pleasing, and much credit goes to those responsible, particularly Miss Whewell 
and Mr. Bennison, and all those who assisted ,Yith production, costumes, etc., not 
forgetting Mr. Hewartson's basic role as stage carpenter. The high-necked and 
flowing dresses, which ingeniously contrive to make women appear civilised beings, 
take us back to less strenuous times, but on this it were tedious to dilate. 

Miss Milroy can be complimented on a most pleasing production, which 
delighted two large audiences. The youthful cast have good reason to be proud 
of the show- they put up in a play difficult enough for much more experienced 
actors. A.J.B. 

----o---- 
We are extremely pleased to publish the following article sent to us by R. Wildman, 

the Secretary of the Old Boys' section of the Old Balshavian Association. 

LAKE VICTORIA 
In the heart of Africa, surrounded by Kenya Colony, Uganda and 'Tangan­ 

yika, lies Lake Victoria. It is like everything else in Africa-vast ; not a bit like 
one would expect it to be, and full of pleasant and agreeable surprises. 

There is no comparison between the size of Lake Victoria and any of our 
own English Lakes-mention of which, for many of my readers, will conjure up 
happy memories of carefree School Camps ; and which for me revives a miscellany 
of pictures, each crowding one upon the other, of carefree days spent amongst 
them in, the past. Lake Victoria is more like an island sea, for it is roughly three 
hundred miles from North to South, and almost the same from East to west. This 
makes it difficult, at times, when actually sailing on it, to maintain one's perspective, 
and keep in mind that it really is a lake. 
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. . . June morning, after an all 
We sailed from Kisumu in Kenya, on a sunny Th ace and quietness 

night journey by train from Nairobi capital of Keny@; ,'[{cot contrast to the 
of the Lake, with a cool refreshing breeze blowing, was m ~ 1-zv t right down the 
jogging of the train. During that first day we sailed So',''% most striking 
Kavirondo Gulf.... drinking in the beauty of its manh 1~ an/' green imaginable, 
feature of which was their wealth of colour-every s a he do I st white by the 

h h·11 d cks was e a mo relieved by patches of brown on t e 1 s, anc roe, f tly with the varying 
continual lapping of water against them ; yet all blende per+ec 
blues and greens of the lake itself. 

·1 cheated of our scenery. The 
Darkness fell and we were temporan Y Af . teward who at in- 

. • k d b persistent ncan s ' following morning we were wa ene Y a f bin in between 
tervals of a few seconds knocked vigorously on the door O our ca ' 
times calling ''Chai Bwana'. 

: h d ut into Port Bell, which is the 
The steamer was not moving, for we a ed educational institution for East 

port for Kampala, where exists the most advance_;, 34 jth Oxford University 
African natives-Makerere College. Makerere is a~sociate w1 and in 
aaa wadi is porats Base Atca naives are rid {®";'f,",,"as» o 

· · I fi tting them or wor 1n various other professwns main Y 1. . . f · k. d · the whole of East 
• ·WI territories. It is the only institution o its m 1n . 

their o d I ewhat disappointed that time was too short for us to linger Africa, an was som 
there and find out more about it. 

Port Bell itself was uninteresting: a railway siding, customs office, I4{®®; 
The grass and trees were much greener than in Kenya, due to heavier raintal an 
a greater relative humidity. 

We left it behind in the middle of the morning and by noon had arrived 
at Entebbe where the Governor of Uganda lives, and where also the adminis­ 

:. " 3f the u anda Government are situated. Entebbe is pleasing to the 
trative offices o g . d well-laid. The roads are lined with trees, which I ts gardens are spacious an .. · . d 
eye._.4, \t f Lord Street Southport · and a sense of security an to me were reminiscent o1 3.' . G 

· · .anated from the Union Jack fluttering in the breeze over overn­ 
fnend1mess emW fortunate enough to be shown over the botanical gardens nt House e vvere . . . f 
mer ,F , Gc it Officers. The gardens rank high for their variety o by one O the overnmen · . f h • · · 

d I II f hich were neatly labelled with full details o t eir or1gIn trees an p ants, a o w . bl d 
h F t d t of these things they would be a verita e para .1se. and growt . or any s u en 

• h .r stay was brief and that same evening we called at a Again, ov.rever, ou . . I 
I II d B kakata where the natives from the village prompt y small p ace ca e u , . . b f 
l d · b field and Io ! a market sprang mto existence e ore you assemb e in a near y , . I h "J k R b. son" I Bananas oranges and chickens were on sa e, toget er Id say ac , o in . , I 

c~u t of mats and ornaments which they make themselves and sel with an assortmen . d I k fl" h t • • h ay happen to call. The mosquitoes an a e 1es ere were mos to visitors w o m 
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unpleasant It was hardly with pangs of regret therefore, that we left it behind to 
resume our journey. 

h
. :::--e.~t day found the steamer heading South with land to starboard and 

not mo- except the lake t b l O 
• ' • • • 5 o ieseen on the port side.Sometime during the morning we 

crossed the boundarv into T· ·k · · l 
d h 

J anganyi a, and it was already noticeable that the grass 
an trees ere were not quite of th · h · l S, h .h L . e same ric, green as in Uganda, for as one trave s 
out on t e ake the climate tends to become drier. 

We arrived at Bukoba during the afternoon and here we had previously 
decided we would spend a w k I l k · · · ' . ee • t ooked inviting. There was a pleasant bay, a 
picturesque church on a cliff to the South of the town · and it was cooler than 
anywhere else we had · ited .4. ' · ·. visire. We were not disappointed for Bukoba provided 
all that one could wish for · n th • f 1 · - · If fc_ e way ot lovely scenery, delightful walks, tennis and 
< tor more energetic moments. It was amazing to us to find amenities of this 
escription right in the heat f Af · b ::, · r o rica.. . . ut there they most certainly were ! 

During our wanderings in the Bukoba area we discovered a coffee plantation 
right out in the blue; there natives showed us where they dried the coffee beans 
after picking, and th ' ·hi> 3 : . , e maclanery (very crude, but nevertheless it must be put 
into such a category !) with which they ground the beans for local sale. Another 
sight of interest, and also a relic of the past, was the old German cemetery-now 
abandoned and neglected-which serYed as a reminder of the days just over a 
quarter of a century ago when Germans had actually lived in those parts. 

. In the evenings hippo. used to come up from the Lake on to the road running 
alondside it, and it was always wise to carry a lamp or torch when traversing it 
after dark ! 

One morning v-:e visited the local school where young Africa was being 
coached in the mysteries of the three R's, and just as in most elementary schools 
at home perhaps even more so-each classroom had its own photograph of our 
King and Queen. Oddly enough our call coincided with an examination, so we were 
looked upon with many frowns by the youngsters, who probably concluded that 
we had something to do with it. Each class stood to attention as we entered, and I 
had the curious experience of feeling like a school inspector-which I sincerely 
hope I shall never be. 

Our week in Bukoba passed all too quickly and eventually the day arrived 
for us to say good-bye to it. It had been pleasant and therefore the prospect of 
leaving was tinged by a few regrets, though this was quickly offset by the prospect 
of other places yet to be seen. We were returning by the Southern route, and by 
noon of the day following our departure we had reached Mwanza at the South 
Eastern corner of the Lake. Noticeable during the journey had been an increasing 
amount of rock with a corresponding decrease in vegetation on the many small 
islands we passed. Consequently we were hardly surprised to find that it was 
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hotter in Mwanza than anywhere else we had visited on the Lake. Certainly in 
comparison with other places it was hot, almost hideously so-to those of us who 
had become acclimatised to the very cool Kenya Highlands. 

We were not to be deterred by such a triviality as that, however, and so we 
walked miles exploring the place, in spite of the heat. The most striking memory 
I have of Mwanza is the low prices asked for certain edible commodities. Lake 
fish were obtainable at a penny each ; chickens 6d. each : bananas and oranges 
1/- for as many as anyone could hope to carry! 

After the heat, we were glad when the sun went down; but relief from its 
heat was replaced by the pestering attentions of mosquitoes and lake flies in their 
millions. All we could do was cross our fingers and hope that those which were 
biting us weren't the malaria-carrying anopheles type ! 

That night we left Mwanza under cover of darkness and once out into the 
Lake the pests were soon forgotten. . 

There remained one more place of call- Musoma-on the East side and 
almost right opposite Bukoba, though of course a long way from it in miles. We 
arrived at Musoma just before noon on the following day, and fortunately it was 
much cooler than Mwanza had been. There was just time to visit the village and 
explore the tiny shops -in these smaller places one can often find things on sale 
that have been in stock since before the war and are now unobtainable in the busier 

t S I was lucky. For in Musoma I procured a pipe which I had searched form cen re . • · · b 
vain all over Nairobi before we left. It cost me 6d ! And what is more, 1t 1S a etter 
pipe than I have seen in other spots at very much higher prices ! 

I shall remember Musoma for another reason too. For there on the quay 
just as we were returning to the steamer-I was stung by a bee. The only tiny 
incident to mar a very happy trip ! 

For the following morning we were back in Kisumu, having seen quite a 
lot of Africa, and what is more, having thoroughly enjoyed it too. 

---o--- 

THE EPITAPH 

R. Wildman. 
(late of Cuerden House). 

My days were few, 
But filled with joy, with happiness and idle tears; 
As the tiny flower, who for one moment rears 
Her head above the grass, blooms, and is gone. 
So lived I and so I died ; 
But I care not, I am satisfied ; 
For as the time of parting nears, 
It is the days of joy, forever new, 
That count ; and not the idle years. 

G.B. Form Va. (Clayton.) 
9 


